Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on Hbrary shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http : //books . google . com/| 



PROPERTY OF 







1 817 



tBThk. 



'ARTES SCIENTIA VERITAS 



EARLY EXPERIENCES 



OF 



COLONIAL LIFE 



IN 



SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 



By J. W. BULL. 



"tho' much is taken, much abides." 



ADELAIDE : 

PBINTED AT THE ADVEBTISEU, CHRONICLE, AND EXPRESS OFFICES, 
KINa WILLIAM AND WATMOUTH STREETS. 

1878. 






\ 



G.L. 



THIS YOLUMB IS BBSPEOTFULLT DTiDWJLTin> 

TO 
HIS EXCELLENCY MAJOR-GENERAL SIR WILLIAM 

FRANCIS DRUMMOND JERVOIS^ C.B., ETC., 

WHO, IN BECOONITION OF HIS SPLEin>II> TALBNTS 

AS A MIXJTABT EXOINBBR, 

HAS BEBN APPOIKTED TO OOYBBN THAT COLOmr WHiOtt 

HB PBONOUirOBS TO BB 
THB "KEY" OF AUSTRALIA. 



ADBLAIDBi S.A.y 



^ JULY lOTH, l878« 



PREFACR 



The following work has already been published in parts 
in the columns of the South Australian Chronicle^ and has 
been read with very great interest by persons of all classes. 
The chapters are now rearranged, so that those relating to 
each special subject or class of subjects appear in their more 
natural order. The author's aim has been to relate striking 
incidents coming generally under his own observation in the 
early days of the province ; to describe the struggles of. the 
pioneer settlers, the misfortunes and disasters against 
which they contended, and the scenes in which they were 
actors. He has endeavoured to picture South Australia as 
it was in 1836, and for the next six or seven years, and to 
do justice to the achievements and character of some men 
whose merits have not perhaps been at all times sufficiently 
appreciated. 

Many of the adventures Mr. Bull describes have a great 
element of romance about them, and his bush yams and the 
chapters on the encounters of the police and settlers with 
the blacks and bushrangers cannot fail to be exciting and 
attractive reading. Respecting the views he holds upon 
some public questions, and concerning the policy of our rulers 
in the days long gone by, there may be differences of 
opinion, but there can be no doubt as to the value of this 
work as an accurate record of events. Its style is not 
ambitious, but the writer tells his story in an easy, agreeable 
way. Old colonists will enjoy the volume for the sake of 
the memories it will awaken and the associations it ^^Ji. 
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renew ; colonists of a later date may take pleasure in learning 
more- of the^ pilgrim fathers and their experiences than they 
have hitherto known. 

The book must always be useful as a work of reference 
and wiU supply trustworthy materials to the historiaa of 
the future. 

The author has honoured me by a request for thi 
preface. To those who have been in South Australia some 
years Mr. Bull needs no introduction, for he has been well 
known as a most valuable if not a successful colonist ; and 
to the knowledge and experience which so eminently qualify 
him to write such a work aa this he has added great industry 
and a painstaking r^ard to correctness in matters of fact. 

J. P. STOW. 
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In this volume, in which are related some of the ex- 
periences of the pioneers who planted the colony of South 
Australia, the author has to ask indulgent rea^ders to excuse 
the deficiencies in style, arrangement, and other defects 
which may be apparent. He has to plead at the age of 
seventy-four that during forty years spent in the colony in 
occupations involving toil and trouble, and the greater part 
of the time in country pursuits, he has had little opportunity 
for studying the elegances of composition, yet hopes he 
may have succeeded in furnishing, as he has desired, " a 
truthful, plain, unvarnished tale." The period travelled 
over indudes the administration of the first three Gover- 
nors, of one Acting-Governor, and the public actions of 
other Government officials, bringing the history up to the 
departure of Captain Grey. This work he now commits 
to his feUow-colonists and to the many friends of the 
province in the dear old mother country and elsewhere. 
He begs here thankfully to acknowledge the liberal 
assistance he has received from Government officials, and 
other gentlemen in furnishing him with information which 
he has freely used. Also to the proprietors of the Register 
and Observer papers for the use of their files. 

The fact that the remaining pioneers are rapidly passing 
away to 

'' That undiscovered country from whose bourne 
No traveller returns," 

and that a very few more years will see a small remnant if 
any left of those adults who arrived on these shores before 
the year 1840, has induced him to add his budget of 
occurrences to the more solid and regular records extant of 
the history of the province. He ventures to think that the 
incidents recounted of every-day life in the bush and in 
the embryo metropolis wUl secure for his book many 
readers amongst the rising generation of colonists ; those 
who under so much more /favourable circ\\\si<Sil'»xsR,^'^ N^^^^sj^ 
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the battle of life, will here become acquainted with some of 
the hardships and dangers, against which the early settlers 
contended, as well as the troubles met with and ©vercome 
by the Governors and their officers. 

When the Author commenced the series he has to con- 
fess he had not a single note, nor did he originally contem- 
plate their publication in a volume, thus the want of cohesion 
in the work is explained. The public having manifested a 
considerable interest in the numbers as they successively 
appeared in the Chronicle, he was induced to listen to the 
suggestions of "several kind friends, and republish them in a 
more connected form, revised and with considerable additions. 
In giving a simple and truthful record of real occurrences, 
he has beeu necessarily confined to brief and natural language 
and launches his work, trusting that it may meet with a 
favourable reception. He deskes in this place to return 
especial thanks to Admiral Pullen and his correspondent 
and fellow- worker, Mr. A. Barker, for the interesting matter 
which he was under the necessity of placing in the Appendix 
in consequence of its late arrival He regrets he was not 
able to give the first part of the same a place in the opening 
chapter of the work. 

The large quotations he has made from Colonel Light's 
diary (scarce and out of print) have been placed to precede 
the account of Mr. PuUen's performances in the discovery of 
Port Adelaide, and of his other achievements in the colony. 
The Author may have unintentionally omitted to mention 
the names and actions of other honourable early workers 
with whom he has not been recently in communication. 

He cannot close this preface without acknowledging the 
assistance he has received from Mr. Thomas Gill, Chief Qerk, 
Treasury Department, for information freely iFiimished by 
him, and especially as to the table of the comparative pro- 
gress of the colony placed at the head of the Appendix. 
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INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 



Before the record of the early experiences of colonial life in South 
Australia is commenced it will be well to pive a brief notice of the 
earliest accounts we have of the country. From the time the coloniainj? 
staffs arrived, in 1830, to take possession of the large slice from the 
Province of New South Wales granted to the new colony under the 
Act of the Imperial Parliament (passed the 16th August, 1834), it will 
be a proper introduction to that history to go back a few years and quote 
from the published voyages of Captains Flinders and Sutherland, The 
reports also of the French navigators, Baudin and Freycinet, and their 
descriptions of Kangaroo Island, will be interesting. This island is so 
placed as to shelter the Gulf of St. Vincent, and leaving two clear 
inlets — a wide entrance to the west and a narrower passage to the east 
of the island, was named by Captain Flinders "Kangaroo Island." 

In the year 1802 Captain Flinders in His Majesty's ship Investi- 
gator, after he hadjexplored the coast of New Holland, west of Encounter 
Bay, there fell in with the French Expedition under Captains Baudin and 
Freycinet, and to commemorate the friendly encounter gave to that part 
of the coast the appropriate name of '' Encounter Bay." By a few days 
only he was the . original discoverer of those magnificent inlets, Spen- 
cer's and St. Vincent's Gulfs, which were also named by the Britisli 
voyager. 

The account Captlain Flinders gives of his visit to Kangaroo Island 
in 1802, as to the animals he found oti \t, \^ c^CiT&roi^^ Vj Siw^^^'s^'^ 
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navigators who landed there in the same year, and also by Captain 
Sutherland, who remained at the island some months in the year 1819. 

On the morning after casting anchor in Nepean Bay, Captain Flin- 
ders says — *' On going towards the shore a number of dark brown kan- 
garoos were seen feeding upon a grass plat by the side of the wood, and 
our landing gave them no disturbance. I had with me a double-barrelled 
gun, fitted with a bayonet, and the gentlemen (my companions) had' 
muskets. It would be difficult to guees how many kangaroos were seen, 
but I killed ten, and the rest of my party made up the number to thirty- 
one taken on board in the course of the day. The least of them Veighed 
sixty-nine, and the largest one hundred and twenty-five pounds. These 
kangaroos had much resemblance to the large species found in the forest 
lands of New South Wales, except that their colour is darker, and they 
were not wholly destitute of fat. The whole ship's company were en- 
gaged in the afternoon in skinning and cleaning the kangaroos, and a 
delightful regale they afforded after four months' privation from almost 
any fresh provisions. In gratitude for so seasonable a supply I named 
this southern land ' Kangaroo Island.' 

'^ These poor animals suffered themselves to be shot in the eyes with 
small shot, and in some cases to be knocked on the head with sticks. I 
scrambled through the brushwood and over fallen trees to reach the 
higher land with the surveying instruments, but the thickness and height 
of the wood prevented anything else being distinguished. There was 
little doubt, however, that this extensive piece of land was separated 
from the main, and accounted for the extraordinary tameness of the 
kangaroos and the presence of seals upon the shore, thus also proving the 
absence of human inhabitants, of whom no traces were found. 

'' On a day following, the scientific gentlemen landed, and in th« 
evening eleven more kangaroos were brought on board, but most of 
these were smaller, and seemed to be of a different species. Some of 
the party saw large running birds, supposed according to description to 
be the emu or cassowary. 

" A thick wood covered almost all that part of the island visible 
from the ship, but the trees in a vegetating state were not equal in size 
to the generality of those lying on the ground, nor to the dead trees 
which were still standing. Those on the ground were so abundant that 
in ascending the higher land a considerable part of the walk was made 
on t}fese fallen trunks. They lay in all directions, and were nearly o^ 



X^perieneea of Colonial Life, 



the same size and in the same progress of decay ; whence it would s 3em 
that they had not fallen from age^ nor yet been thrown down in a gale 
of wind, but had succumbed before a general conflagration. 

" The soil of that part of Kangaroo Island examined by us was 
judged to be much superior to any before seen either upon the South 
coast or upon the islands." 

The above quotation is confirmed by the reports of the French navi- 
gators and Captain Sutherland, as they all agree in the descriptions 
they give, which represent such an extraordinarily different condition 
of the island, both as to the size of timber and the animals they found 
on their visits from what was found when our first ships arrived in 
Nepean Bay, to form the first settlement there, under the directions of 
the Board of Commissioners in London. Remarkable changes like these 
can only be accounted for by such an overwhelming conflagration, 
as in the opinion of Captain Flinders must have happened before his 
visit. 

The the French navigators also give an account of the vast number 
and large size of the kangaroos which they found on the island. They 
took full advantage of the opportunity to secure a number, and " took on 
board twenty-seven alive, besides numerous carcases." They found no 
traces of man. 

Report of a voyage from Sydney to Kangaroo Island by Captain 
Sutherland, when employed by some merchants of Sydney in a vessel 
of 140 tons, to obtain a cargo of salt and seal skins from the Island : — 

** On the 8th January, 1819, we arrived at Kangaroo Island from 
Sydney after a pleasant voyage of 14 days, and anchored in Lagoon ]3ay 
(part of Nepean Bay) in about four fathoms of water close in shore. 
Two boats were dispatched with five men in each to discover the salt 
lagoon, and to ascertain on what part of the bays seals most resorted. 
Another boat with three men also started to seek from whence a supply 
of water could be obtained. During our ramble from this boat a shallow 
well with a small supply of fresh water was found, with a flatstone near 
it with writing cut upon it. giving the names of the captains of the 
French Expedition, and the date of their visit. Not far from this spot, 
and close to Point Marsden, Nepean Bay, we dug a well, behind the sand 
bank, about four feet deep, which immediately filled with fresh water. 
The period during which I stayed on and near the I&\s«A.^^63e*VvQ^s^^<^c^<^ 
8th of January to the 12tk ot A.\x%\x%\. Vxi ^iJn^ \ifclot^ Tasx.N^sitsR.^ -^^-^^ 
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The soil was thickly covered with timber and Irushwood. Some of my 
men landed at several different places on the main. I never saw or 
heard of any native dogs on Kangaroo Island, and from the very great 
number of Kangaroos I do not believe there are any. Some of the 
kangaroos I killed weighed one hundred and twenty pounds. I have 
known our men to have taken as many as fifteen in one morning. We 
never made use of any part of them but the hind quarters." 

He also says he travelled across the Island in company with two 
sealers who had been living on the Inland some years, but he does not 
give their names. 

The writer remarks on the concurrent testimony in tie reports from 
which be has quoted that they should remove all doubts which may 
have been entertained as to the number of kangaroos said to have been 
originally found there, and also as to their tameness. The excessive 
timidity of these marsupials in all other parts of Australia is universally 
known ; in those localities, however, they had been joint occupiers with 
native aboriginal hunters. 

As to the timber which the discoverers report to have found on the 
Island, differing so greatly from the saplings found by our first arrivals, 
to cover the country, it may be remarked that an explanation will occur 
to those colonists who have had experience in heavily timbered, or 
close scrubby districts. To such persons it is well known that when a 
strong bush fire occurs, and is extinguished by rain before it lias quite 
consumed the trees or scrub, the vitality of which it has destroyed, after a 
sufiicient time has elapsed to allow fresh saplings or strong scrub to make 
considearble growth, a succeeding fire, aided by the dry material left, 
will make a clean sweep of the country, and the subsequent state of the 
locality will be either open ground or a close eucalyptus scrub. A few 
scattered ancient trees, which were perhaps always detached, may possi- 
bly survive, and this is considered to be an explanation of the state of the 
Island as to timber when our colonists arrived, and that the kangaroos 
had been nearly exterminated by the overwhelming fire. 

As to the future f ruitfulness of the Island it is a reasonable expectation 
that as clearing progresses it will become a prosperous agricultural dis- 
trict, but at a great cost to the farmer. 
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Kangaroo Island* 

In the construction of the series of Colonial lExperiences which have 
appeared in the Adelaide Chronicle^ and have reached a length not originally 
contemplated, it did not occur to the writer to commence with the first occu- 
pation of Kangaroo Island, indeed to do so was not then a possibility to 
him, as he had no personal experience on that part of the province, and 
he has had subsequently to wait for reliable information from such of the 
actual primitive settlers as he could meet with. 

He has been enabled to correct one erroneous impression early extant, 
that they were principally runaway convicts, the fact being that the 
majority of the early inhabitants were men who had left whaling and 
sealing vessels or surveying ships. 

George Bates arrived on the island in the year 1824, and has been 
engaged since that time in sealing and hunting, and occasionally in making 
visits to search the beach of Encounter Bay for the bones of stranded 
whales. On one occasion shortly after the whaling stations were formed 
at the Nob and what is now called Victor Harbour, he and some mates 
had collected whale-bone on the beach near the mouth of the River Mur- 
ray, which they estimated to be worth over £200. This was taken from 
them by the authorities and sent by Captain Hart and sold in Sydney, and 
yet no salvage was given to them, which theyj deemed a ureat hard- 
ship. 

When LeforwarleJ tLe a')ove information l.e stated his age to be 
aeventv-eight yeais. 

IhoM ISDN's STATEMENTS' 

In tbe year 1835 William Thompson, a seaman, landed on Kangaroo 
Island from" the cutter William, Captain Wright, after he had fulfilled 
his engagement in a sealing voyage with him. He then joined Wm. 
Walker, who had been some time on the island. At the time he (Thomp- 
son) landed there were about seven male white settlers, engaged in sealing 
and catching wallaby, and in preparing the skins for export. The first 
settler was Waller, who was said to have been on the island f ourtetm or 
fifteen years before Thompson became a resident. He had assumed the 
title of Governot of the island, and to his rule the others yielded such 
obedience as was necessary in so primitive a. state of society as then ob- 
tained. Several of the men had colored women living with them, some 
obtained from Tasmania and the others from the tribes occupying the 
Cape Jervis and Encounter Bay district^. One nf these women, net 
satisfied with her promotion from slavery to one of her own race to that 
of a help to a white man, took to the salt water and swam across the 
straits, nine miles wide at the narrowest part, crossing the powerful cux- 
rents, and passing in safety through the m\]ltit\A^^ ^\ ^w^&s!.>'v5j^ -^^^«>>Ri«^ 
this passage (now called Qacksta.ix& IJBcia&sj^^ \& TL<i\.^'tvs>a&> «x\^X'«x^^^ 
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safely in her own country on the mainland Shortly aft^M* th(» writer's 
own arrival, about four or five years after this cxlraortlinary swim was 
made, this woman was pointed out to him, and she was then a fine speci- 
men of her race. 

The inhabitants of the little settlement had cleared email patches of 
land from the scrub, which they cultivated or worked with strong hoes, 
prrowin;:: vegetables and wheat, which latter was ground between two 
flat stones, and from the meal produced they made their unleavened 
bread or dampers, baked in wood asheg. The late Captain Hart, when 
in the employment of Mr. Griffiths, of Launceston, was in the habit of 
visiting the island to trade with the islanders for their seal and wallaby 
skins, and salt, gathered from various lagoons in that part of the island, 
and to furnish them with goods in exchange. The settlers had pigs and 
fowls, and varied their diet with the flesh of wallaby, wild fowl, and 
fish. One of the earliest islanders was a youncr man of the name of G. 
Meredith, who3e father was an inhabitant of Tasmania, in a larare way of 
business. His son had been dispatched by him in a small vessel amongst 
the islands to catch seals. Young: Meredith had the misfortune to wreck 
his vessel on Howe's Island, and escaped in a boat with a Dutchman, 
who was known afterwards as Jacob Seaman. They had with them, on 
landing on the island, a Tasmanian black woman, called Sal, who had 
lost half of one of her feet when young by sleeping with them too near 
the fire. She was owned by Meredith. He took up his residence at 
Western River on the coast of the island opposite the Althorpes. He 
had also with him two native boys whom he had procured from the 
mainland, and whom he was training to be of great use to him in his 
sealing trips. In one of his boat voyages with the black woman and the 
two boys he landed on the part of the coast now known as Yankalilla. 
Whilst they were encamped Meredith was killed by his two black boys, 
of which sad occurrence the black woman afterwords gave the following 
account to the islanders : — " Whilst their unsuspecting master was 
sitting near the camp fire partaking of porridge, the boys stole behind 
him, and with a small hatchet split his skull open, causing instantaneous 
death. 1 1 was supposed that they had been instigated to commit this 
act ef treachery by some blackfellows, who afterwards took possession of 
the black woman, the boat, and all its contents, with which they made 
their way to Encounter Bay. In the then unsettled state of the country 
no steps were taken in the matter, as this occurred before the first colo- 
nists from England arrived. The boat, as reported by the islanders, was 
for some time used by the Encounter Bay natives in sealing and fishing, 
and was ultimately lost by getting adrift from their careless fastenings. 
Sal eventually managed to escape to the island, and joined a settler (who 
was an American black) named Geo. Brown. He had been epgaged as 
headsman in one of the whaling companies. After the colonists arrived 
with the Government staffs Geo. Brown left the island, and was engaged 
at the first occupation of Holdfast Bay. He had become acquainted 
with an emigrant girl who was in the service of Captain Lipson, our first 
Hirbour Master, who was, I may mention, officially and privately held 
in universal esteem and respect. .Brown was legally married to this 
young woman, and they left a family who are nowin respectable posi- 
tions. Sal, after parting from Brown, joined Wm. Cooper, one of the 
sealers, who acted as interpreter to Colonel Light. 
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It was more tlian twelre months after William Thompson became a 
resident on the Island that the first South Australian ships arrived from 
London, whence they had been dispatched by the Board of Commis- 
sioners and the South Australian Company. 

Information from a paper. — " The Duke of York, a barque, arrived 
on July 27th, 1836, and dropped anchor in Nepean Bay at noon. This 
was the first vessel which arrived with colonists. Passengers — Mr. 
Samuel Stephens, first Manager of the South Australian Company in the 
colony ; Mr. Thomas Hudson Beare, second in command under the Com- 
pany ; Mrs. Beare and four children ; with Miss C. H. Beare (afterwards 
Mrs. Samuel Stephens), Mr. D. H. Schryvogle, clerk; Hy. Mitchell 
butcher; C. Powell, gardener; — Neale, carpenter; Wm. West 
labourer, — the last four emigrants. 

The Board of Commissioners in London granted to the Management 
of the South Australian Company a most extraordinary, not to say ques- 
tionable favour, in accepting and passing the entire crew of tht? Duke of 
York, as well as those of the John Pirie, Lady Mary Pelham, Sarah and 
Elizabeth, and tha South Australian as emigrants; so that the lists 
which were published (and have lately been re-published) as to the num- 
ber of emigfrants arriving by those ships were really incorrect. The 
party from whom this information comes was a passenger in the Duke 
of York, and adds — " Hardly one of these men remained here. A few 
of them returned years afterwards, and settled in the colony." 

Information was not further given whether those who returned 
succeeded in getting passed as emigrants a second time, but that 
they were paid for as emigrants the first time by the Commissioners 
was positively stated. 

^' All on board the barque were rtady to go ashore as soon as the 
vessel was made snug, and landed in a little bay, at the spot where the 
Rapid Bay and Cape Borda submarine cable has been since brought 
ashore. The time the vpassengers set their feet on the land was 
2 p.m. The first duty then performed was the rtading of the Church 
of England service in which all joined ; Captain Morgan 
concluded the service by an extemporary prayer or thanksgiving for the 
prosperous voyage which had been granted to them. They left Torbay, 
on the coast of England, on the 17th or 18th of April, and arrived m 
the new colony on the 27th of July. Just before the party left the 
Duke of York a magnificent rainbow appeared in the heavens, and the 
Captain remarked it was a good omen. The rambling and weary party 
returned late on board, still sleep was not obtained, owing to the excite- 
ment of their new position. Between 12 and 1 o'clock the vessel heeled 
over, and commotion was general. All were rushing to the boats ; but 
the Captahi allayed the universal alarm by explaining that he had 
anchored in too shallow water, and the ship had swung round and 
grounded on a muddy bottom in an ebbing tide, of ihe rise and fall of 
which he had been ignorant. 

The following day tents were pitched, and that night passengers 
remained on land, and felt the chill of a very severe frost. On the 
morrow guns and ammunition were the order of the day. The new- 
arrivals early in the morning had been greatly astonished by the clamour 
of a number of laughing jackasses, as those birda (^.n^xn&Xtj 'jK ^^Okcsss?.- 
fisher) are called. At first some ol t\ift ^^fto^Ci \w5S\«^^^*^^ >^"i!sR>is.'^'e^' 
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laughing at them, and had arriTed to make an attack. A few days after 
they landed^ some of the sealers living on the island paid them a visit, 
and brought a splendid supply of Tegetablee, incluaing a quantity of 
water melons very fine, tnough not quite ripe. Those were quickly 
disposed of. 

It was not long before patches of land were cleared ly the settlers 
of the tall scrub which abounded on all sides. The seeds of vegetables- 
were sown, and soon " green feed *' was indulged in. 

On the 4th August two large boats with twenty men started on a 
trip across Backstairs Passage, and a landing was made at Bapid Bay, 
afterwards so-named by Colonel Light. From thence they sailed to 
Encounter Bay, next Poit Lincoln was visited, and then the uead of St. 
Vincent's Gulf. On the way back they fell in with the John Pirie 
Captain Martin, who was on the lookout for a whaling station. 
The statement of Wm. Thompson continued : — 
At a meeting of the few scattered inhabitants Mr. S. Stephens called 
on the self-elected primitive Governor Waller to abdicate, vniich he did 
magnanimously. The manager purchased all his stock and crops on 
his small squatting farm, situated aoout ten miles from Nep'ean Bay, since- 
known as ** the Farm." I may here mention that Mr. S. Stephens mar- 
ried a lady passenger on the voyage out, and she was subsequently long 
known and respected as his widow. I shall later in this history relate the 
fatal accident by which Mr. S. Stephens lost his life. 

The first selections of land were made at Kingscote, and unfortu- 
oately so for the Company and some private individuals, who at once 
commenced to work and build houses, &c., which were shortlv abandoned 
after the landing of the Surveyor-General, Colonel Light, with his staff. 
He arrived m the brig Rapid, on the 18th August, 183G, bringing with 
him Lieut. Field, R.N., Mr. J. S. Pullen (now Rear-Admiral), Messrs. 
W. Hill, Wm. Jacob, and G. Claughton, surveyors, Dr. Woodford, Mr. 
Alfred Barker, mate, and other survey hands. 

Of the above are surviving at the time of publishing this work 
Messrs. Wm. Jacob, Alfred Barker, Hiram Mildred, William Hodges, and 
John Thome. There are also now residing in England, Rear-Admiral 
Pullen, who has risen by his extraordinary merits, and by his services on 
one of the expeditions to the North Pole in search of Sir John Franklin, 
also in Besika Bay, and other parts of the world. 

Colonel Light, after sufficient examination of the island, as a first 
place of settlement, pronounced it to be unsuitable, although it possessed 
in Nepean Bay a grand harbour scarcely surpassed in any known country. 
In a snort time most of the officers, servants, goods, and plant were re- 
moved to Port Adelaide or Holdfast Bay. The buildings, gardens, &c., 
were left to be generally occupied by the original islanders. Colonel 
Light promised them that they should not be disturbed in their original 

Suatting holdings, but this promise he was not able to fulfil. When the 
ovemment settlers ai rived no kangaroos were to be seen on the island, 
the first sealers, however, reported that when they became residents a 
few remained, but were soon killed off. At this time, however, the 
appellation of Kangaroo Island is a misnomer. But Thompson says that 
he saw bones of kangaroos at Hog Bay and several other places. Hog^ 
Bay was reported to be so-called from pigs found there by the sealers, 
Mopposed to hsije heen left by the French nftvigatois, tia at that plae» 
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there was writing in French, cut in a rock near a spot where they 
obtained fresh water. 

Mr. C. W. Stuart has kindly furnished me from his notes with the 
accouiit of his landing at the island, which is interesting as mentioning 
the arrival of a cargo of goods which had been shipped to find a market 
in Swan River settlement, but which were purchased by Mr. S. Stephens, 
and formed the first and opportune opeaing of trade between the infant 
•colony of South Australia and the much older sister-colony of New 
South Wales. 

Mr. C. W. Stuart says : — 

*' Ln September, 1833, I left London in the barque Atwick, 500 
tons, Capt. Ilugh McKay, bound for Hobart Town and Sydney. The 
latter place we reached after a fortnight's detention at Flobart Town, in 
a little less than five months from Qravesend. I left the ship in Sydney 
with little less grief than I had felt at leaving home. The captain was 
a fine fellow and a gentleman. There were only eight of us and the 
doctor cabin passengers ; among them had been the newly-appointed 
Sheriff of Van Diemen's Land, Mr. Sand, and his two daughters. We 
made a most happy party. The ship was well found in everything, and 
the living first-rate ; a thing not usual in those days. After recruiting 
for a few weeks at a friend's house in Sydney, to whom I had letters, I 
took a passage in the Lambton cutter to Port Stephens, about 180 miles 
to the north of Port Jackson. I had letters to Captain Caswell, R.N., a 
relative who had settled in Port Stephens, and to Admiral Sir E. Parry, of 
Polar exploration celebrity, who was at that time manager of the Avm,- 
tralian Agricultural Company, which Company held at Port Stephens a 
free grant of one million acres of land. Here I remained about two 
years, my attention chieOy directed to cattle, the country near t»e coast 
being well adapted for cattle and horses. While still living at Port 
Stephens, early in 1836 I received from London a land order for a pre- 
liminary section of land, and a town acre, in a new colony to be called 
* South Australia.' My determination was soon made to start to Sydney 
and to find my way to Nepean Bay, Kangaroo Island, as directed, where 
the first ships were to rendezvous. My friends did all they could to 
persuade me to remain in New South Wales, hinting that the new colony 
must be a failure — land at £1 anacre and free labour against land at os. 
an acre, as it was in Sydney, and convict labor available. 

" On arriving in Sydney I found that South Australia was scarcely 
known there ; and as to communication with Kangaroo Island there was 
none. The late Mr. Emanuel Solomon had at that time a place of busi- 
ness in George-street, on which was posted a notice that the schooner 
Truelove was to sail for Swan River on a dav mentioned, and would take 
passengers from Sydney to that place. I went mto the office and asked 
Mr. Solomon if the Truelove would put into Nepean Bay, Kangaroo Is- 
land. He was astonished at my question, and said he did not know, and 
asked my object in inquiring. On my telling him I wanted a passage 
there and information about the new colony, he seemed to think that I 
had been duped, and advised me not on any account to go to Kangaroo 
Island till I knew positively that some vessels had arrived there from 
England. He told me to see the captain of the Truelove, which vessel 
had been chartered, who would give me more information on the subject 
than he could. I saw the captain of the Truelove, Colton \ Vsa ^'«ia.'«k-css:5^ 
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gentlemanly man. His advice to me was much the same as Mr. Solo- 
mon's, but at the same time for a certain sum he would take me to 
Nepean Bay, and, wind and weather permitting, he would remain there 
twenty-four hours ; and if no ships from London had arrived, and I did 
not like to remain, he would take me on to Swan River and back to 
Sydney for the same money. It was a liberal offer, and I accepted it. 
A few days after I went on board the Truelove, with about one ton of 
stores and two kangaroo dogs. After a pleasant run of fourteen days |we 
were caught in a heavy S.W. gale, and, oeing near the island, the vessel 
was hove-to for the night. Next morning at daylight a brig was descried 
several miles ahead, evidently steering for Nepean Bay. We followed 
her, and a few hours later let go our anchor near to her in Nepean Bay. 
She proved to be the John Pirie, belonging to the S.A. Company, and 
had just returned from Hobart Town. There were then lying m Nepean 
Bay the ships Cygnet and Africaine, and the biig Kapid. I went on 
shore immediately in the ship's boat, and on landing was surprised to see 
the to me strange appearance of the people just come from England, many 
of them clad in smock-frocks, with gaiters, &c. On asking where the 
Governor was to be seen I learnt that he had not yet arrived, but I was 
introduced to the manager of the South Australian Company, Mr. Samuel 
Stephens. Mr. Stephens was very courteous, and on my telling him my 
name, and informing him that I had land orders, he warmly welcomed me, 
asked me to his tent to lunch, and introduced me to Mrs. Stephens. Thfe 
Truelovejjwas the first yessel that had arrived in Nepean Bay from Sydney, 
and being laden with stores and provisions on a trading venture for Swan 
River, Mr. Stephens asked me to take hiiA on board and to introduce him 
to the captain. The consequence of this introduction was that Mr. Stephens 
bought tne cargo of the Truelove, and sent her back to Sydney for more 
necessaries. 

" The late Mr. Emanuel Solomon by this means was speedily in- 
formed of the prospects of the place, and soon afterwards established a 
branch of his business in Adelaide, where he became a resident until his 
death. Thus I was instrumental in bringing the first vessel from Sydney 
to South Australia, and the means indirectly of introducing a pushing 
and enterprising colonist in Mr. Emanuel Solomon. 

" It was on the 13th of November, 1836, that the Truelove anchored 
in Nepean Bay, and on that or the following day, Mr. Stephens 
introduced me to the following colonists : — Mr. J. Hallett, Captain Duff, 
Matthew Smith and his son, also to Mr Thomas Hudson Beare, all since 
deceased, and to his son Mr. W. L Beare, also to Mr. C. S. Hare, and 
a number of first arrivals. 

*• Mr. Stephens kindly told me to make his tent my home till I got 
one myself. The stores I brought from Sydney for my own use I sold 
to the South Australian Company at a profit, and, Mr. Stephens, pleased 
with the knowledge I had acquired of Dush life in New South Wales, 
offered me an appointment for two years in the Company's service, which 
I accepted. M r. Stephens was my good and kind friend until his unfor- 
tunate and untimely death." 

This place will not be an inappropriate one in which to give an 
account of the fatal accident by which Mr. Samuel Stephens lost his life. 
It occurred soon after the Company abandoned Kangaroo Island, and the 
Manager had only time allowed him to make for his Company the first 
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selection on tbe mainland of their town and country lands. lie also 
made a few preliminary arrangements for the settlement (which duties 
he had the good fortune to carry out most successfully), thus it may 
not be out of place here to give the account of him on the last day of his 
existence, as follows : The writer and his wife on that day were returning 
from the cattle station on the sources of the Finniss on horseback, ana 
after a long ride through the Mount Barker district called at Hahndorif, 
at the coffee shop kept by old ex-Sergeant Lubasch, where he ordered 
coffee, ham, and eggs. Whilst this meal was preparing, the horses tied 
to a fence feeding on cut grass, a turn was taken in the recently*formed 
gardens in the cf^ntre of the newly- established village. As they were 
returning to the cottage four men on horseback galloped up to the house 
of call, and three of them without cejemony rushed into the small day- 
room, and in defiance of remonstrances from old Lubasch took possession 
of the table and the ordered lunch, the fourth gentleman (Mr. S. 
Stephens) left his company, and mounting his horse galloped off towards 
Adelaide. The writer and his wife also, displeased at the action, quickly 
did the same, and followed at a good pace, out not suflicient to overtake 
him. In passing they called, and, without dismounting, took slight re- 
freshment at Crafer's Hotel, at Mount Lofty, and then kept on. Some- 
times coming within sound of the horse's feet in advance of them, they 
yet did not catch a sight of Mr. Stephens. They passed down to the 
plains by one of the Glen Osmond spurs of the outside tiers ; whilst Mr. 
Stephens rode down the main Beaumont spur — the one most in use — on 
which about half-way down he was found in a short time quite dead. 
His horse had fallen heels over head, and the rider was thrown on his 
head, by which his neck was broken. They did not hear of the fatal 
accident until the next morning, when in the midst of their grief they 
felt thankful they had been led to adopt a more unused and inconvenient 
line, by which they had been saved from the shock of findinff the lifeless' 
corpse of one for whom they, in common with the whole of the 
inhabitants of the province, felt so much respect. 
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CHAPTER n. 



First Trips in the Bush. 

After a time the removal of the establishments of the Govoinraent 
and of the South Australian Company from Kangaroo Island was made 
to a temporary encampment at Holdfast Bay and to Port Adelaide in the 
early part of 1837. There were at this time only two horses in the 
colony — one belonging to the Company and one to Mr. John Morphett 
(n.ow Sir John). No stable had yet oeen built nor any fences put up, 
and the horses were kept on tether-ropes to feed on the luxuriant 
kangaroo grass i!;iowin/< .Jjout iLe la^/oons at the terminatioh of the 
Riyer SturU 

One moimng these ^nnialle t.rimals were discovered to bavf j.'ot 
away from their tether-ropes. An immediate search was made around 
the neighbourhood by several men, some going south and towards the 
hills, and others northerly to the Reedbeds and near the spot whereon 
the City of Adelaide now stands. Success not having attended the 
search, Mr. C. W. Stuart (who held the position of oversee v of stock 
under Mr. S. Stephens, manager of the South Australir.:; Company) 
determined to start the next day to seek for traces of the lost horses. 
He was accompanied by Mr. Allen, who desired to have such an oppor- 
tunity to botanise ; H. Alford, an employ^ of the Company ; and Nat. a 
. sealer from the Island. (Mr. Allen was afterwards the manager of the 
first Botanical Gardens, which were commenced on ground between 
the present slaughter-house and Thebarton Bridge.) An early start was 
made on foot by the horse hunters, each carrying three days' rations and 
two bottles of water. The leader had a fowling-piece by Keily, the 
other men had military carbines from the Government store. Mr. 
Stuart's fine kangaroo dog Hector also accompanied them. They tra- 
velled south, in sight of the Gulf. The weather was hot, and their 
water was expended before the day was far spent, and the bottles were 
cast away — the first tokens of civilization left in that part of the 
country. • 

Atout 4 o'clock Nat said — '' When we get to the top of that rise we 
shall see the outlet of a river, but the water is salt, but there are native 
wells under the sandhills." (He had landed there when sealing.) They 
had travelled in a zigzag manner, hoping to cross horse tracks, but found 
' none. On arriving at the summit of the gentle mound, and whilst en- 
joying the charming prospect of the river meandering in a serpentine 
course through natural meadows, smokes were seen to arise from a clump 
of honeysuckle trees, or Banlsiasj and a native camp was soon j^erceived, 
with the smoke of fires rising upwards towards the deep-blue sky. 

All ^doubts were soon dissipated and fears aroused by the sudderu 
appearance of a considerable number of natives of all ages and sexes. 
Their first impulse was to retire, but the natives had early seen their ^, 
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and in a short time men, women, and children rushed towards them to 
indulge their curiosity with the sight of white men. The natire men 
set up a great shout, and, coming to the front, brandished their spears, 
and appeared to invite or dare the whites to approach and engage them. 
Mr. Allen and H. Alford were in great alarm on this their first 
sight of natives; and they exhibiting threatening actions, Nat also 
seemed disconcerted, and muttered, ** Full moon, come down to fish and 
hold a corroboree ; they must be Onkaparinga and Encounter Bay 
blacks. " Mr. Stuart had been much among aboriginals in New South 
Wales', and was well acquainted with their habits ; he was therefore 
calm and collected. Nat now explained to him that the black woman 
whom he had on the island belonged to one of these tribes, and he was 
aware that they were not pleased at her absence. He understood a few 
of their words, but thought it better for him to keep as much out of 
sight as possible. Mr. Stuart kept in front, with his fowling-piece in 
hand. On one side of him H. Alford was placed, Mr. Allen behind, and 
Nat on the other side, as much out of sight as possible. Mr. Allen was 
in a most excited state, and kept saying they must be prepared to die 
like men. -At length eight warriors came forward with spears in their 
hands. Hector was parading to and fro, growling most angrily, with his 
tail ^nd bristles erect. Fearing he might precipitate a collision, he was 
chained to a small tree. The blacks came on in single file, but in such 
an open manner that it was felt they were not bent on mischief. A tall 
fellow was ahead of the others, who was afterwards known as Tam 
o' Shanter. On their approaching within six paces of the leader of the 
English force (Mr. Stuart), he commenced an address in his unknown 
tongue, the others viewing the whites with intense astonishment. Tam, 
as he spoke, pointed to the sea. In answer to him, signs were made that 
the party required water to drink ; and the word " cowie, cowie " was 
repeated. For some time Mr. Allen addressed the black leader, repeat- 
ing that they had landed to introduce Mr. Wakefield's principles of 
colonization, and that they begged to apologise for the intrusion on their 
country, &c., &c. Tam o'" Shanter, not understanding Mr. Allen's polite 
speech, got impatient and stepped up to Mr. Stuart, and first took from 
his head his cabbage-tree hat and touched up his hair, and then opened 
his waistcoat and shirt-front to examine his skin ; then lifted up one of his 
feet and, like a vet., examined his boot. The others also had to submit 
to a similar examination — at which Mr. Allen afterwards expressed 
great anger, saying he had never been treated in such a manner before. 
They did not attempt to take anything until they discovered the sugar 
and salt pork ; of the first they partook, also of the fat of the pork, 
which they devoured greedily. They were much frightened of Hector. 
They next examined the guns, and when satisfied handed them back to 
the owners of them. Mr. Stuart, wishing to show them the use of guns, 
placed his to his shoulder and fired high in the air. Tam then seized it^ 
and placed it to his own shoulder in the same manner, and there held it, 
seemingly expecting it to go off as it had done before, and after a short 
time cast it down in disgust. Having now satisfied their curiosity, one 
of them said, " Cowie," and led the party to one of their native wells, 
and then left them. As the place was well adapted for .a camp it was 
adopted, and by the time the sun was getting low a bush tent was 
maae — a shelter being necessary as the party had no blankets. Pots of . 
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tea having been made, as they were discussing their diminished proyi- 
sioiis two old women appeared, bearing on small sheets of bark a supply 
of fried fi»h, which was a most acceptable addition to their fare, but 
created regret that they had nothing to give in return. Although the 
rest of the travellers were satisfied of the friendly dispositions of the 
blacks, Mr. Allen alone continued to express his fear tnat none of the 
party would be allowed to depart, or ever reach the camp at Holdfast 
hay^ as he believed they were in the midst of cannibals. All being 
tired an early coil was adopted, but before sleep closed their eyes musical 
sticks were beaten in time, and a blaze of lire shot up in the natives' 
camp, and a grand corroboree was commenced. Mr. Allen and II. 
Alford, never having heard such a performance, were somewhat alarmed, 
but Mr. Stuart and Nat by their laughter reasurred them that no injury 
was intended. There was a large concourse of performers. The 
men, as usual on such festivities, were adorned with white stripes 
on their faces and breasts and down the arm and leg bones. 
H ctor was chained at his owner s feet and kept quiet, and sleep soon 
clesed all eyes. In the morning Mr. S. rose early, and looking on the 
se pentine channel of the river, at a short distance from the camp, 
to his surprise saw a numerous concourse of wild fowl on the bosom of 
th e quiet water. Hector was unchained and accompanied his master, 
armed with his fowling-piece. A swan was soon shot, which Hector 
brought to land, and this was hung on a tree out of reach of the black- 
fellows' dogs. Other swans were followed by the sportsman. At this 
time by growls Hector gave notice that some one was approaching, and 
two young black men joined company, intimating they had heard the 
ffun and wished to join in the sport. They had thro wing-sticks with 
them. In a short time two more swans were approached, and, on rising, 
a shot was fired, and one dropped into the water with its wing broken. 
One of the black youths jumped into the river at the same time Hector 
did, and gave chase, but the dog reached the wounded bird first. The 
black endeavoured to intercept him, and a contest took place ; but the 
boy had to dive to escape Hector's fangs, who landed with his prize in 
triumph. This little display of strife did not break up the friendly 
relations of those engaged in the sport, but after this occurrence the 
blacks did not interfere with Hector's department, but were satisfied to 
carry the game. The water birds were so abundant, and had not before 
been scared by gunners, that six ducks were soon bagged, with which a 
return was made to the camp. There was a duck for each of the party 
and to spare. Tam o' Shanter was presented with one of the swans, and 
the old women who had so kindly improved their previous supper had 
the other bestowed upon them. Mr. Stuart was soundly rated by Mr. 
Allen for running such a risk in going out alone without rousing any of 
his companions, who had been exceedingly anxious about him when they 
awoke and found him absent. 

After breakfast the men, two at a time, indulged in a swim in the 
river, and then followed up the same to seek a place where the horses, if 
they had travelled south, might have crossed. A large number of the 
blacks accompanied them. In the afternoon Mr. Stuart shot a fine wild 
turkey, which was retained for their own use for that day and until they 
reached home. On their arriving near the part of the river now called 
the Horseshoe they first saw the footprints of the horses, and on pointing 



Experiencea of Colonial Life. 17 



such out to a young blackfellow he went down all-fours and endea- 
voured to imitate the galloping of a horse, and then pointed over the 
range, intimating by signs tnat the horses were feeding there. On the 
ground being further examined it was perceived that the horses had been 
feeding in that bend of the river for a day or two, and, if they had not 
been disturbed, might have been easily shut in by bushes and caught ; 
but as they had got out of such a favorable place, and were now out in 
the clear, it was considered to be useless for meti on foot to pursue them 
further, and as more horses were expected by the next ship from Laun- 
ceston it was decided to return, as traces to be followed nad been met 
with. After passing a miserable night, with occasional showers of rain, 
without shelter or blankets, an early start was made in the morning for 
Holdfast Bay, distant about twenty-one miles. Many of the natives kept 
with them. On reaching the high land near what is now known as O'llal- 
loran Bill the Buffalo and other ships lying at anchor in Holdfast I^ay were 
yisible. The blacks who were in company expressed their astonishment 
by yells and dancing. After half-an-nour*s rest Tam o' • banter and five 
or six of the men of the tribe kept up with the returning party, the 
remainder keeping in the rear as if they were in doubt as to the treat- 
ment their men would meet with. On the double party reaching the 
tents they were met by Governor Ilindmarsh. There had been some 
anxiety about their fate. His Excellency expressed himself shocked that 
Mr. Stuart shiuld have brought the naked black men amongst the tents 
of the numerous immigrants, and immediately called on Mr. Gilbert, the 
Government storekeeper, to supply the men with clothing, which being 
brought fortt, some of the sailors, who were ashore from the Buffalo, 
took the natives in hand to dress and pet, pressing on them pipes and 
grog, which at the time the blacks declined, preferring sugar and fat 
pork ; but alas how soon they acquired a taste for the indulgences offered. 
The dressed-up black men displayed anything but comfort or content in 
their unaccustomed array, which on becoming apparent the Governor, on 
advice, was considerate enough to order blankets to be exchanged for the 
unpopular garments, and the men soon retired greatly pleased with the 
blankets enveloping them, and rejoined their anxious and doubting 
families. Before they left, although they were fashionable enough not 
to express surprise at any of the unaccustomed sights which met their 
eyes, yet at the appearance of a wax doll with moving eyes they could 
not contain their admiration. The doll was in the hanas of a litttle girl 
just landed. The first expedition attempted or entered upon by officials 
was in the same year (1837), when the Commissioner of Crown Lands 
(Mr. J. H. Fisher) and the Surveyor-General (Colonel Light) attempted 
to reach Encounter Bay overland. Mr. Stephen Hack started with them to 
tender his assistance as an incipient bushman ; a corporal's guard of marines 
was obtained from the Buffalo to act against any hostile natives whom 
they might encounter. Tents and swag were conveyed in a Government 
bullock-dray. I here was a horse-dray and saddle horses for the officials, 
who had also the attendance of their own servants and some other men ; 
our old friend Jeff, as groom to tlie Commissioner. The first day they 
made the Messrs. Hack's sheep station, near the coast, and distant on a 
direct course from Glenelg about twelve miles. The ground was found 
to be soft from recent rains. It was now discovered that the outfit of 
the party was too ponderous for the cattle, and on the following morning 
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Mr. S. Hack was sent back to secure the services of Mr. John Chambers 
to bring out drays and some additional requirements, and to convey the 
marines with their outfit back to their ship. 

On the following day Mr. John Chambers arrived with his drays at 
the encampment. lie did not set out on the starting tracks of the 
Government drays, but hit them on the top of what is now known as 
Tapley's Hill. He also found the ground heavy enough to try his cattle. 
At sundown the bullocks, which had been put on good feed, were 
placed under the charge of a night watchman (one of the drivers) fully 
armed, who was to be relieved in the usual manner. All other hands 
having turned in, in their first sleep the watchman rushed in, giving the 
alarm that a number of natives were coming down the hill, 
uttering their war cries. All hands quickly turned out, and the 
sounds whicli had alarmed the watchman were soon heard approach injr 
nearer and nearer. The marines under the corporal had soon their muskets 
loaded, and were drawn up ready to receive the advancing foe. Colonel 
Light charged the men to be steady and not to fire at random, but only at the 
word of command, and to take good aim. The yells were continuously 
kept up, none of the party had previously heard such piercing cries, but 
as the numerous throats from which they proceeded approached nearer, 
doubts from some of the most courageous of the party began to be enter- 
tained as to the kind of animals keeping up such an unusual concert, it 
also being known that the largest carniverous brutes found in Australia 
were dingoes. It was soon decided that a false alarm had been given, 
and a general return was made to the blankets ; but the guard declined 
to return to his duty unless he had the protection of an armed marine 
wihhim. The drays and cattle belonging to Mr. J. Chambers remained 
at the camp one day to recruit for the return journey of twelve miles. 
During the night a sheep which had been obtained from Mr. Hack's 
flock was dressed, and placed for safety in Col. Light's own tent, pro- 
vided for the advancing exploring party. 

On the following morning the carcase was missing, supposed to have 
been used up by the marines, to whom a taste of fresh meat was at that time 
a rarity ; the officials were therefore well pleased when their guards 
started on their return march, with their tents, «S:c., in Mr. Chambers' 
drays. The exploring party continued to push southwards, and after 
passing Aldinga made the foot of the ranges, where the town of Will- 
unga has been since erected. Here they decided to return to the settle- 
ment, feeling it imprudent in their weakened state to encounter the 
Eerils of the untracked and difficult country before them, and the wild 
lacks of the coast districts. Mr. Chambers had returned the marines 
to their ship, at anchor in Holdfast Bay, and thus ended the first 
Government explorinj/" * -^.p. 
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CHAPTER III. 



A uthob's Arrival. — Capital Punishment. — Fjkst Govi:b::ob, 
Captain J. Hindmarsh, R.N. — Govebnmint Ball. 

In the first quarter of the second year after the proclamation of the 
colony I landed in South Australia. Our good ship on arrival cast 
anchor a short discance to the south of the present site of the Semaphore 
Jetty. At this time Captain John Hindmarsh, R.N., held the rather 
ambiguous reins of Government. In addition to my wife and two 
children, and a brother and sister, I had three young men under my 
charge, and ^one maid servant. The captain, with consideration for 
passengers who had a large party on board, invited me and three male 
passengers to accompany him in the first and only boat going to land 
that day. Although the tide was high, our boat grounded half a mile 
from the beach. The captain then ordered out of the boat five of the 
sailors, on one of whom we had each to mount pick-a-back. The captain 
being heavy, selected the stoutest jack tar. I had a very lively young 
fellow under me, who made good headway. I looked back when we 
had made about half-way, and perceived that the captain's carrier was 
allowing him to sink nearer and nearer the water, and that he would 
soon be dropped (as I was afterwards told, intentionally;. With my 
usual impetuosity, I ordered my bearer to drop me with my feet down- 
wards and return to the skipper's assistance, forgetting I had en a tight 
pair of Wellington boots. I, nevertheless, felt pretty comfortable whilst 
wading the remainder of the distance to shore. Then came the climb 
over the sand hummocks, not solidified as now by many feet ; then the 
drag of three-quarters of a mile through sandy scrub and flaggy plants, 
and occasionally bog 

At length we made the side cf the creek, and discovered on the oppo- 
site bank a bush shanty and a few wurleys, these erections constitutmg 
the Old Port Town. On crossing what was then, with some propriety, 
called Port Misery, to our jrreat joy we found we could get good beer at 
the moderate price of 28. 6d. a bottle, of which we partook freely. A 
gig, then, I think, the only one in the colony, was waiting for the captain, 
out we, to our grief, had to tramp the seven miles, and now something 
like the skinning of my feet commenced. The country appeared most 
charming, as we walked over a plain which had been swept clean by a 
bush fire a few weeks before we landed. The fire had been followed by 
copious rains, and the surface over which we travelled had the appearanc-* 
of carrying a fine early wheat crop, presenting a prospect so cheering 
that my discomforts were nearly lost sight of. 

On approaching the North Adelaide hill my attention was drawn to 
a crowd of say 200 people surrounding a large gum-tree. I could not at 
first observe what had attracted them, until a sudden stampede took place, 
many rufhing away in all directions with veils and cries, and then I saw 
an unfortunate ncan suspended by the nect from an oxs^t&t't^^Rfcssv^Niis^s^ 
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withy as it appeared, one or two men hanging on to his lefifs By one of 
the stampeders 1 was coolly t«ld that it was a regidar and legal affair, 
that the nangman had only bungled his business and bolted, followed by 
the execrations of the spectators^ and that the Sheriff, in mercy, was- 
finishing the poor wretch. This was the explanation given me at the time, 
but on further enquiry I was informed that the constables quickly caught 
the escaping hangman, who was brought back to complete hit revoltmr 
task, and that so far as Sheriff Smart was concerned, he was horror-struck 
and completely unnerved. With this explanation I was satisfied I had 
adopted a country where civilisation was known and practised. 

I crossed the River Torrens, at that time a tiny stream, neither so 
wide nor deep as no w, and the bed generally green with grass and reedi, 
imder which surface I believe the main part of the stream was then per- 
colating out of sight threugh gravel. In London I had seen a plan with 
a fine sheet of water, with vessels at anchor, under Government House. 
I was limping sorely, and soon got my boots off by unseaming one side of 
each, in one of the primitive refreshment booths in a small canvas town 
on the ground now occupied by the present Railway Station. 

We heard before we left the Old Port that the ship was ordered to 
return and anchor in Holdfast Bay, and then knew that we had no chance 
of getting OQ board that night. The accommodation and comforts I was 
able to procure on this my first night in the colony were not cheering or 
pleasant. My bed was formed of a couple of bags stretched across two side 
poles, lodged on four corner forks fixed in the ground, without blankets 
or pillows, in an outer canvas shed. I sought out and found an old 
friend who had landed some eight months earlier, and he kindly chartered 
for me a bullock dray to take me the next day to the beach at Holdfast ' 
Bay, to bring up my living charge and' baggage. 

By noon next day I found all safely landed at the mouth of the Bay 
creek, on the corner sand-hill near a native well of fresh water, froni 
which we took copious draughts and were thankful. A few reed huts 
had been erected, but the township was not laid out. The authorities 
had decided to reserve at this landing-place a section to be at a future 
time formed into a township. Before this was done a land order waa 
tendered at the Land Office, and a claim put in for the section ; after 
some hesitation on the part of the Commissioner of Crown Lands and 
the Surveyor-General the grant was made. The following are the names 
of the fortunate speculators : — Messrs. O. Gilles, Mat Smith, W. R. 
Wigley, and W. Finke. 

I was told that my wife, sister, and children, had been carried as I 
had been from the boats to shore by the sailors. The fact was we were 
a very jolly party, and the roughness of things we took to be amusing. 
A pleasant ride across the plains, in defiance of many heavy jolts over 
wombat holes and logs, and we at length reached what is now Known as 
South-terrace, and found our friends' encampment near the spot where 
now stands St. John's Church. Our tents pitched, we were invited to a 
sumptuous repast consisting of kangaroo stew and parrot pie, relieved 
with ship pork and biscuits, and colonial damper ; of course no vegetables 
were procurable. The freshness of the atmosphere, the brilliancy of the 
sky, and the extreme verdure of the plains and hills satisfied us, and 
with grateful hearts we passed our first night in our adopted country 
under canvas. 
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In the early days of the colony grumblers were ashamed to open 
their mouths. On rambling about one curious feature for a new country 
was discovered around the tents and shanties, and in spots a few miles 
away in the bush, viz., congregations of empty bottles here and there, 
and plentiful too in their emptiness. Perhaps these might be fairly 
taken to account for the general jovialty of the people ; nevertheless, I 
am persuaded that much of the life and animation so universally 
exhibited, by the ladies as well as the stouter sex, was genuine, for we 
all felt we had come to a fine country as pioneers to found a new king- 
dom, but then, like the young donkey frisking about, all our trials had 
yet to come. I should mention that on one of the first acres which was 
taken possession of and occupied, two brick pillars, imposing by their 
ugliness, had been erected to form a gateway, through which to approach 
a wooden shanty of two or three rooms, and on one of the pillars was 
a board giving notice that " any person found trespassing on these 
grounds (i.e., a bare acre) will be prosecuted with the utmost rigour of 
the law." This, also, was comforting, as a forward step in civilisation. 

As in this journal one object of the writer is to relate occurrences 
as much in their order as possible, and as au account has been given of 
the shocking execution which so early greeted his eyes and horrified him, 
it is necessary to relate the crime for which the convict was condemned 
and hung, and also to describe other outrages which had been previously 
committed. Strangers, and many even of the late arrivals in the colony 
will be ignorant as to the characters who had so early, and in such 
comparative numbers, made their way to the new colony, and who were 
escaped convicts from Van Dieman's Land and Sydney. 

Shortly after our arrival our gracious Queen's birthday was com- 
memorated by a ball at Government House, to which we had the honour 
to be invited. We were still under canvas ; the ladies were in distress; 
trunks had to be unpacked, &c., &c. ; and, worse than all, no convey- 
ances for hire had yet been introduced, and the line we had to travel to 
Government House was diagonally across the then forest city, with no 
clearings or even direct tracks. The pressing difficulty was overcome by a 
kind neighbour offering us a ride in a waggon drawn by three horses in 
chain-harness, and driven by a real waggoner, with his long whalebone 
whip, all just imported from Tasmania. Well, the ladies soon got over 
the difficulties of such a conveyance, that is to say, such as the want of 
seats, steps to get in and out with, and such usual carriage belonginsrs as 
were absolutely indespensable, by suggesting that the side rails should be 
clothed with railway rugs strapped on, a carpet on the bottom, and a 
high chair for steps. The ladies being young, lively, and energetic, the 
ascent was delightfully accomplished with our assistance, and without 
accident or ruflle. Our pace was necessarily slow, as our driver walked 
by the side of his team, driving with a " gee-up," and stopping with a 
loud " whoa " at the Government porch. We arrived late, and unfortu- 
nately had left the chair behind, while the seats at Government House 
were fully occupied. Servants were not numerous, and those who were 
about were otherwise engaged, and the ladies had to alight by springing 
into the arms of the gentlemen from the back of the unusually high 
waggon. In the party were three officials high in the service. Two of 
the company had been in the home yeomanry cavalry — one as a commis- 
sioned and one as a non-commissioned officer. Thea^ ^.^^^^-wkss^ Va. 
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uniform added to the imposing appeaiance of our party, which consisted 
of six ladies and six gentlemen. On entering the ballroom our eyes 
were dazzled by the brilliancy of the scene, to which we formed a 
strikin&r addition, thanks to our military friends. Such a display of fine 
and elegantly-dressed ladies could hardly have been expected to have 
passed from such confined and temporary dwellings as all those in exis- 
tence were at that time. Dancing was kept up without flagging, 
although the guests were chiefly married people, who were endowed 
with spirit and energy necessary for early colonists. The entertainment 
was in all respects a success, and kind and hospitable Governor Hind- 
marsh and his charming family everything that could be desired. ' The 
pleasure experienced by the guests was equal to any they had ever met 
with under any other and more advanced state of society. 

We departed early, and did not see any other vehicle, although there 
must have been some half-dozen or so coming and going at other times 
during the evening. We were afterwards kept in countenance by hearing 
that one lady, a special beauty and highljr connected, had been conveyed 
from her home to the vicinity of the vice-regal residence in a bullock 
dray. The inconvenience^ and trifling deprivations now experienced, and 
of which we hear such grave complaints, rather amuse the old settlers, 
and remind them of such scenes as the above. Before chimneys were 
built, and cooking was performed out of doors, it was not an unusual 
thing to see in showery or even in sunny weather a lady watching the 
kettle, camp-oven, &c., under an umbrella at a log fire. 

The relation of circumstances which occurred before I landed will 
generally be given in the words of witnesses. The first account I thu& 
give is from an individual who was actively engaged for the Government, 
originally as a special constable, and afterwards in a much higher post. 
He arrived as an articled servant to the South Australian Company, and 
landed in August, 1836. The free settlers as well as Government officials 
were glad to employ banished men (not asking if they were expirees or 
runaways) who had been well trained to work as convicts, and were skil- 
ful splitters, sawyers, fencers, and builders of huts. Great wages were 
paid to them. The Port being free at first, drinkables abundant, and 
licences granted indiscriminately,' even to bush huts, the usual conse- 
quences of this state of things followed amongst such a class of men as 
ex-convicts, free from restraint, with plenty of money at their command, 
who had only to take an occasional rest to spend their earnings in de- 
bauchery, and then resume work for a fresh supply. Captain Hindmarsh, 
our first Governor, had a small party of marines left with him from Her 
Majesty's ship Buffalo, some ten or twelve in number, with a corporal. 
Up to this time no police force had been organised. A serious riot having 
occurred, got up by the drunken old lags (as they were called, from having 
carried irons on their legs), the Governor ordered out the marines with 
loaded muskets ; the Kiot Act was read by the Attorney-General, but this 
producing no effect, the marines were ordered to load and fire with ball 
cartridges. Some of the rioters were wounded, and a few taken into 
custody and sentenced to short terms of imprisonment in the colony. 

Shortly after this the Government Store was broken into, and fire- 
arms and ammunition, besides other goods, were stolen. The Governor 
had appointed S. Smart, Esq., a legal gentleman from Tasmania, as 
Sheriff.J ^This gentleman entered on his duties with commendable zeal,. 
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and as he knew most of the YandemonianSy as they were called^ waa 
also well known by them, and spotted for death. His hut was attacked 
after dark by three men ; he was alone with Mrs. S. It was no difficulty 
to make an entry into tents or even the temporary huts then in use- 
without giving previous alarm, and as such dwellings were very small, a 
pistol presented from the door would be but a yard or two — or, at most, 
three or four yards — from the person aimed at. One of the ruffians- 
instantly fired, the ball missing Mr. Smart^s head, but the powder singe- 
ing his ear. A» he did not fall, the intruders immediately bolted, as he- 
had firearms at hand, which, however, they did not give him time to use. 
The alarm was given, but the men escaped ; and it may well be supposed 
what fear was experienced by the few surrounding inhabitants that 
night. Th« next day no time was lost. The Governor called for 
volunteers to come forward to be sworn in as special constables. A few 
loyally responded to the call, and very shortly two of the men wholiad 
made the attack on the Sheriff were taken and committed, the one who- 
fired the ball (viz., Magee) was afterwards found guilty and sentenced ta 
death, and was hung as already described. The third man, Morgan, 
escaped, and was afterwards reported to be lurking in the neighbourhood 
of the whalino^ stations at Encounter Bay. The Governor, on receiving 
thi8 information, requested three of the special constables to go and 
execute a warrant, and bring in Morgan dead or alive, and they under- 
took the task. Their names were Henry Alford (afterwards Insj)ector of 
Police, and one of the smartest and pluckiest men that ever joined the 
force), Anderson, and Hately. 

A description of their extraordinary journey in pursuit of Morgan 
is given in Mr. Alford's words, but must be reserved for another chapter. 
But before this paper is closed it is necessary to relate that about this 
time three suspicious strangers suddenly appeared, no one knowing at 
first from whence they came or by what means they had made the 
settlement. A few days after their arrival a report was brought m 
that a strange horse was lying in the forest to the south of the settle- 
ment, dead, with its throat cut. A great cry being raised, the strangers 
vanished. They were subsequently ascertained to be runaway lifers 
from Sydney, named Foley, Stone, and Stanley. More of these men in 
a future number, including an extraordinary encounter the writer 
subsequently had with Stone, and which was, as he believed Stone's 
last interview with a white fellow-creature. Of Foley I shall be able 
to give, at a future time, an account of his extraordinary career, from 
information supplied to me by members of the police force, and from a 
settler who was his employer. Jn the many instances in which I was 
afterwards connected with men who had been sentenced to imprison- 
ment for life or shorter terms — having been an employer of many of 
these outcasts — I feel bound to say that on the whole I have never been 
better served, and I do not remember an instance of breach of trust, or 
where kind and considerate treatment on my part did not meet with a 
grateful return. My life has been frequently at the mercy of men wha 
had suffered the just retribution of broken laws. In one remarkable 
case I was served most faithfully Iva lifer^who shot his previous master 
and esaped from Sydney. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



Captain IIindmarsh. 

My intention is to avoid a relation of the little political squabbles which 
disturbed the harmony of the first few months of the colony, but it is 
necessary to record something of the causes which produced the disagree- 
ments. Governor Hindmarsh, R.N., our first Governor, as an experienced 
nautical man, wasstrongly impressed with the importance of thegrand water- 
way of the Murray and its tributaries, and pressed his views perhaps too 
warmly on the Commissioner of Crown Lands and the Surveyer-General. 
He also objected to the site chosen for the city, and desired to have it placed 
nearer the Port, but Colonel Light, after careful examination of the 
country nearer the landing-place, adhered to his first choice. Thus arose 
two parties in the colony, and much excitement was cAused. The Governor 
had no official voice in the matter, but nevertheless, it must be admitted 
that he put a correct value on the importance of utilising the grand stream 
which, coming from the heart of Australia, finds its mouth at Encounter 
Bay. In this matter, however. Captain Hindmarsh was in advance of 
the times, for as far as this colony is concerned, the Murray flows mostly 
through poor country, and in 1838 we knew little or nothing of the value 
of the pasture lands about the Upper Murray and its tributaries, and the 
Riverina trade was then altogether a thing of the future. Yet the value 
of the River Murray as a navigable watercourse, with its far-stretching tri- 
butaries, having been proved by Captain Sturt in his successful boat trip 
down the Murray and back, all that was required in the first place was to 
remove snags in its channel and provide harbour accommodation through 
or near its embouchure, Lieut. PuUen, R. N., was, early after hia arrival 
with the Surveyor-General, by him detached to explore and survey the 
Mouth of the Murray with a small boat's crew and a whaleboat under 
his command. 

I was, as far as I know, the only individual who rode down to meet 
Mr. Pullen (now Admiral PuUen) after he entered the river mouth in an 
open boat, and I spent a night with him when he was engaged in sur- 
veying the channel past Goolwa, as it was subsequently named. He had 
expressed his confidence that he would be able to succeed in entering the 
mouth with a sailing craft, and this feat he did subsequently accomplish, 
as is recorded in our history. It will be hardly believed by strangers 
that after doing this he was coldly received in Adelaide, and left us in 
disgust. I must mention that before he left the colony he accompanied 
Captain Hart in assisting to bring overland a herd of cattle from Port- 
land Bay, which had been purchased by the brothers Hack from Dr. 
Imley, of Twofold Bay — employment very different from the high and 
honourable professional services he has subsequently fulfilled to the nation, 
to his own great renown, and leading to well-merited honours. 
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Hftring alluded to the marines, who were a sort of hodyiruard to 
the Govenior, and to their indulgence in drink, I may here give Home 
accounts of them under such influences even when on duty. 

Of these men one had heen told oi¥ to act as guard over the 
Treasury. I furnish this instance as related to me by the Treasurer 
himself. He had spent the evening with a few convivial friends (a not 
unusual occurrence in thosj early days), and on leaving the company 
for his own dwelling he had to pass near the tent then used as the 
Treasury, and in which was a large safe his own private property, 
lent to tne Government. As the moon was shining brightly^ he could 
see the tent but not the sentinel. Feeling that something was out of 

Elace, he approached the tent, and found the guard lying down, with 
is musket oeside him ; so, although he was not on his logs, he could 
not be said to have deserted his post. The marine was addressed 
thus, in a loud voice, " Brown, what the d— are you doing P" and 
received a sharp kick in addition ; but this only producing a grunt^ 
some further and more violent kicks were appliocf. On this the sleeper 
was aroused so far as. to sit up and rub his eyes. He was then asked . 
what he was about — did he know where he was ? " Yes, sir ; yes, sir.' 
" Well, then, where are you P" To this ho blurted out, *' Aboard the 
l^uffalo, sure, sir ; but who aro you, sir, kicking mo P ( )h. Lord, what shall 
I do — it's the Treasurer himself ! Oh, sir, do not report mo ; good sir, I 
shall be ruined !" ** Well, then, get up and attend to your duty, you 
drunken rascal ; in the morning I will let you know what I shall do." 
Tiie Treasurer added, after relating the above, with sundry strong words 
which I have omitted, *• The truth is, as there was only one shilling 
and sixpence in the rafe, a guard might have boon spared." The 
Government were oground at this time as to cash, but immediately 
afterwards a supply was obtained through the Treasurer's private means. 
I will add one more example of the way in which these marine « 
guards sometimes performed their duties during the short time they 
were so employed, which came under my own observation. I was 
returning home late one day after sunset, having taken a long ride to the 
north of the city, and desired to make the north-east corner of Houth 
Adelaide as laid out. The nipht was dark, and on crossing the Torrens 
near where the Company's Bridge now stands, I was attractod by a log 
fire, and also could see a tent. As I got near I became aware I had 
arrived at the encampment where a few prisoners, chained by the legs, 
were kept under charge of marines. This was about the centre of the 
ground now occuoied by our charming Botanic Gardens, When I got 
sufficiently near I found no one about, but on closer inspection discovered 
guards, as well as prisoners all in a sound sleep ; the sentinel who ought 
to have been patrolling around the spot, was lying on his back cuddling 
his brown bess, and with an empty black bottle beside him. I conjectured 
that he had not taken his final and finishintr drop until ho had seen his 
comrades and prisoners safe in a helpless state of drunkenness. T did 
not consider it politic or necessary under the circumstances to disturb the 
slumbers of the guard, and I suppose that on the change of guards in 
the morning all matters were found to be in due form, as no prisoners 
escaped. The services of the marines were not retained after the retire- 
ment of Captian Hindmarsh. From one of the original Government 
otlicers I had the following information i—TKo. (i^n^\xssst^^x^vw5^"vsi 
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review and inspect his guards, ordered the corporal to brin;^ them up for 
that purpose. After due notice and some trouole their non-commissioned 
officer could only muster in a presentable state about half the S|uad for 
the Vice- Admiral's inspection. On this disgraceful display, as a uiatter 
of course. His Excellenby's remarks were more warm than complimen- 
tary. I do not think his reproof of the absent delinquents had more 
effect on those present than the remarks from the pulpit so often heard 
by the regular attendants at church have ujoii the strav sheiu that are 
missed from the ecclesiastical fold. 

believe that nearly the whole of the marines, after spendin:^ a 
^oliy time in thexolony, were taken away by Captain Hindmarsh whea 
he left Adelaide for Sydney in the month of July, 1838, in the Allijrator, 
gun brig. I think the corporal or sergeant was the only one left; he was 
a respectable man, and resided at Glenelg until his death. As to his 
rowdy men, they were soon put under discipline calculated to produce 
reformation after havin.r been ulaced in a faUe position on shore under 
insufficient restraint. 

^gf ore concluding this chapter I must not omit to do justice to Colonel 
Light, the first Surveyor-General, who early retired from his duties. 
As Colonel Light vacated his office before my arrival, I have little to say 
as to the causes of this step, further than that the Commissioners in L:)n- 
don desired to introduce some radical changes in the principle of survey- 
ing the lands, and were much dissatisfied on account of the delays which 
appeared to them uncalled for, at the same time they were in a j^freat 
measure occasioned by their own injudicious arrans:ements. It is but 
justice to add that. Colonel Light, at the time of his arrival, was suffer- 
ing from serious indisposition. The Surveyoi'-General and some of the 
best surveyors on his staff resigned. Of Colonel Light's zeal and efficiency 
in the service there can be but one opinion, and his bearing was always 
that of an officer and a gentleman. The manner in which he performed 
his first and critical duties in selecting the site of the city and first port 
cannot be too highly spoken of, especially as, although he had some good 
and well-qualified officers under him, they were all new to the work of 
laying out and surveying a new country, and amongst them were a large 
proportion of men of little or no experience as surveyors. Then he was 
hurried and pestered by the arrival of immigrants and settlers before he 
had time even to examine the country as he must have desired t6 do. If 
all these circumstances are properly weighed how much must he have 
suffered in mind when he had to surrender the work, on which his lieart 
was so deeply set, before his choice of sites were fully proved to 
be the best possible to have been made ; even had the circumstances 
been more favoural)le as to the time and means he had at his command. 
It is also a matter to be regretted that his name is not associated with 
more pleasing localities than Light-square and the " Dii*ty Light" (a 
watercourse so called). After his lamented death, which occurred in 
1839, about one year after his resignation, when the proposal to raise 
funds to erect the monument to his memory was broached, to be placed 
in its present position, there were several objections urged, and a sujrges- 
tion was made to substitute some useful work, such as a brid^re or jetty, 
especially as up to that time no such works had been erected in the colony. 
I had not the pleasure of being intimately known to him, and yet as an old 
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colonist I desire that our oblip^ations to him should be exhibited in some- 
more worthy memorial than has yet been raised in his honour. 

The misunderstandings and bickerings which had been stirred up 
between the Governor. Captain Hindmarsh, and officers over whom he- 
had no control, soon led the Home Government to recall him. He had 
experienced a most harrassing time, and on being recalled by Lord 
Glenelg had the consolation of being informed by him "that it was 
without censure, and to avoid the removal of responsibility from the 
South Australian Coraraiesioners in London as to the peaceable govern- 
ment of South Australia, and that his confidence in (Captain Hindmarsh 
was such as to enable him to give him without delay another appoint- 
ment," which he soon got with honors added. 

The Governor was recalled, much to the regret of a large portion of 
the colonists. He -^as a warm-hearted bluff sailor, whom to tnow was 
to esteem and to respect. 

Of Captain Hindmarsh, who had so short a time afiPorded him in his 
first appointment as a colonial Governor in this colony, in which he was 
placed in such an ambiguous position, with a divided authority, the 
writer has great pleasure in referring to his previous career in the service 
of his country in the Royal Navy, under Nelson, of glorious renown,, 
from whose hands he had the honor to receive a presentation sword^ 
accompanied with high compliments on his gallant conduct and the 
uniform discharge of his professional duties. Captain Hindmarsh 
obtained his various steps of promotion by merit. 

He finished his career in the public service after receiving knight- 
hood from her Majesty as Governor of Heligoland, one of England's 
important stations in time of war. 

Captain Hindmarsh, on vacating Lis Government, appointed G. M. 
Stephen, Esq.. the Attorney-General, as Acting-Governor. Mr. Stephen 
during his short reign, conducted the Government in a very efficient 
style, but as to private matters he did not escape censure. He embarked 
in a private land transaction, which brought him into great trouble. Out 
of this land speculation, or job, two criminal charges were brought 
against him, from which, however, he got clear. Respecting this matter, 
he brought a libel action against the late Mr. George Stevenson, who* 
had been Private Secretary to Captain Hindmarsh, but the Jury found a 
verdict for the defendant This is the aflPair concerning which Mr. Stephen 
also brought an acjtion for libel aerainst the Argus, and lost it— that 
journal having commented upon liis South Australian career, and 
republished an account of the trial in the case of Stephen v. Stevenson, 
as reported in the South A iistralian Register. 

. It is not necessary to go into particulars, excepting so far as to 
relate circumstances to his credit in this transaction, in a matter on which 
1 can speak, as having been involved with him, but without any pecuniary 
advantage. On his taking up the Port Gawler Special Survey he applied 
to me for pecuniary assistance, stating that he was short of £600 of the 
necessary amount of the purchase-money. He told me the locality in 
which he had made his selection. As I had sten the country a few 
days before, I was quite satisfied he had secured a good thing for him- 
self, and that there would be small risk, if any, in assisting him. It wa« 
not convenient for me to lend him the amount. On my telling himtkle.^ 
he propoied that I should draw u^on \i\m ioT >i)£i^ «sx\a.\vfc ^<itt;>c^'^\. '^^ 
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this I consented, and afterwards procured the discount of the acceptance 
for him. After he had obtained the land he negotiated the sale of it 
with two wealthy gentlemen, recent arrivals from India. On these 
parties becoming clissatisfied with their bargain (I had reason at the time 
to think through bad advice) — they were persuaded they had paid too 
dear for their whistle — and finding they could under the land regulations 
obtain for themselves direct from the Government land at £1 per acre, 
desired to back out of the arrangement ; but on finding they could not 
do this, the^ instituted criminal proceedings against the seller, charging 
him with giving a false description of the land, and of altering a figure 
in one of the documents. He was brought up to the Supreme Court, and 
charged with fraud and forgery. The bill for £500 on which I was 
liable was current at the time of these trials. The general opinion was 
that Mr. Stephen would be cast, and I felt sure of losing the amount in 
which I had Tbecome liable. However, to the defendant's credit, on the 
morning of the second trial (i.e., on the charge of forgery) I met him 
entering the Court, and, although I endeavoured to avoid him, he came 
towards me, and produced his acceptance cancelled, saying, " I have 
taken up your draft, and here it is." I further mention that at the time 
Mr. G. M. Stephens presented me with the cancelled draft, Mr. George 
Stevenson saw the action, and immediately afterwards told me I should 
be required as a witness for the prosecution ; but I was not called on, as 
I answered I knew nothing personally of the transactions except what 
would redound to the defendant's credit. Now, it was almost universally 
expected that on this charge he would have been found guilty. Although 
by the verdicts of the Juries he got clear of the charges brought against 
him, he was generally blamed that he should have gone into land specu- 
lations ; and at any rate was chargeable with conduct imbeeoming the 
high position he held in acting as a land shark. It must be admitted 
that his action in releasing me from liability, whilst his own position 
appeared so doubtful, was honourable in the extreme. It is but justice 
to him to add that the land, which he had so soon resold for a good 
profit, is now I. may say worth ten times the amoimt he realised for it. 
For myself, I may add that I made no charge to him for the accommoda- 
tion, nor did I ever receive anything, directly or indirectly, as a return 
for it. I was satisfied with my escape at the time, and think it only 
justice to state of one who held the position of Acting-Governor circum- 
stances to his credit. 

I should mention that Colonel Gawler had arrived and displaced 
him before the trials took place. At that time the following highly 
complimentary remarks appeared in the Register of February 21st, 
1839 : — " We do not think it possible for the most inveterate opponent 
of the system of government adopted in South Australia to deny to Mr. 
G. M. Stephen the praise of having borne his honours meekly, &c. Our 
own favorable opinion of his acts nave been too distinctly expressed to 
need repetition, &c., &c." 



i 
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CHAPTER V. 



Revs. C. B. Howard and T. Q. Stow. 

When our Charter was obtained by an Act of the Imperial Parliament^ 
which was prranted in a most grudging spirit, and but for the encourage- 
ment afforded by His Grace the Duke of Wellington might have been 
much longer withheld, it was provided that a Colonial Chaplain should 
be appointed, and an income of £300 a year be set apart out of the 
colonial funds for his support. This was the only special privilege given 
to the branch of the Episcopal Church of England designed for the new 
colony, and so far was an approach to a connection of religion with the 
State But some time afterwards, in addition to this, and against the 
wish of a majority of the colonists, grants-in-aid of public worship and 
sites for churches and glebes were given by our Colonial Government to 
such of the various bodies, in proportion to numbers belonging severally 
to each, as would accept the money or land. This grant-in-aid was, 
within a few years, withdiawn by a vote of the Legislative Council, of 
which there were eighteen members, two-thirds elected, and the 
remainder nominees of the Governor. I may here mention that previoua 
to the grants-in-aid a correspondence appeared in the paper of the day, 
the Gazette aiid Register y on the principle of Church and State union, 
and this was carried on in a very moderate tone and spirit, and, indeed, 
in a community where such a principle had been introduced to so small 
an extent it would hardly lead to much acrimony in discussing the 
question. The Rev. C. B. Howard's letters, J can remember, were 
expressed in firm and moderate language. Here churchmen are now, at 
any rate, content with the condition of equality in which their church 
has been placed with other Christian communions. Although in thia 
young State there have not arisen any evils from the separation of 
Church and State, and the withdrawal of State grants-in-aid of religion, 
it may be presumed that there would be greater difficulties in applying 
the experiment to the old country, where vested interests are to be 
encountered, and deep-rooted prejudices to be overcome. 

At the death of our second Colonial Chaplain that office was not 
again filled. Our first Colonial Chaplain, the Rev. C. B. Howard, was 
specially adapted for the important post he had to fill as a missionary 
priest. No sooner was the site of the city fixed by the Surveyor- 
General, and the small population somewhat concentrated, than 
Mr. Howard, who had arrived with Captain Hindmarsh in the Buffalo, 
desired to commence his ministerial duties on drv land. To carry this 
out conveniently, in the absence of any building in which services could 
be held, he borrowed a large sail from a captain in Port^ to be used until 
a temporary room could be provided. Having progressed so far, the next 
difficulty to be overcome was how to get the sail conveyed to the i^o 
posed city. All other means failing, he a^^l\ft4\.Q\i\^Vcvs\A. ^k^^V^^s^ 
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passenjrer, Mr. Osmond Gilles, the Colonial Treasurer, who had a truck 
at the Old Port, for the use of it. This was at once granted ; but then 
came the obstacle of a want of hands to dragr the load -seven miles along* 
the dusty track, in blazing hot weather. This difficulty seemed to be 
insurmountable, as all hands were fully occupied in landinjr baggage and 
cargo, and in various other occupations. Saturday had arrived, and so 
there was no other alternative for the two enthusiasts, who had already 
and alone commenced the arrangements, but to put themselves in harness 
to drag the load. Let those who knew the stout Treasurer imagine hina 
in the pole and the rev. Chaplain in the lead, with a rope over his shoul- 
der, and then fancy them, having toiled so far, crossing the gullies as 
they were then at Hindmarsh, before that township was laid out, and 
they will be able to realise the figure they cut at the bottom of the first 
gully, with the stout Treasurer sprawling on the ground, overpowered 
in his fruitless endeavours to hold back and steady the pace. As neither 
poler nor leader was hurt, they sat down and had a hearty laugh while 
the fallen one dusted himself. How they managed to cross the Torrena 
I do not know. I have no doubt they had assistance there from a few 
people who were busily engaged in erecting tents and huts on the en- 
campment between North-terrace and the river. The sail having been 
rigged to the best of their ability, the services of the church were held 
beneath it the next day, and until a temporary wooden building was 
ready. 

Members of the Church of England next had the use of a room 
situated in the Arcade in Currie-street, rented by the (lovernment, and 
which was used on week days as a Court House. This was so small 
that many of the congregation had to remain outside, and here I and my 
family had the privilege of attending the ministrations of the Colonial 
Chaplain until the present Trinity Church was completed. The broad 
and truly catholic principles exhibited by our dearly-beloved first clergy- 
man cannot be too highly spoken of. His zeal and that of the Treasurer 
in their desire to erect a substantial church, in place of the Himsy 
wooden-framed one sent out from l^^ngland, led them to become' respon- 
sible in the sum of £1,000 to the contractor for the stone structure now 
in use. How this liability was met, and the sad effect produced on the 
Rev. Chaplain, I will narrate before I conclude this chapter. As the 
last ministerial duty the Rev. Mr. Howard performed was over the 
remains of one of my family, I may be permitted to give an account of 
it as a doubly bitter experience. Some months after I with my family 
had settled in the bush, i.e., nearly three years after landing, we were 
called upon to suffer the loss of a dear child under two years of age. 
No place of worship had at that time been erected out of the City, nor 
had any other than the West-terrace Cemetery been set apart by the 
Government. The Rev. Mr. Howard, although at the time in a weak 
state of health, came to us in our distress to perform the funeral service 
over the remains of our boy. The Treasurer had sections in my neigh- 
bourhood, on one of which he had promised to give several acres as a 
graveyard, but it had not been conveyed or consecrated. One adult had 
already been buried there ; it was in the open and wild bush. After the 
service had been impressively delivered, and we were returning from 
the grave, reflecting on the unprotected place in which I was leaving the 
•earthly remains of my child, I became almost overwhelmed, and paused 
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in the bed of the ereek we were croesinp:, and there I received froih my 
dear pastor a long, kind, consolatory address. Sad to say, they were the 
last words I was to be favoured with from his lips. 

On mounting his horse, he departed from the wild and unfenced spot, 
*nd I saw him no more. On reacning his parsonage, weary and faint, he 
retired to his bed. Soon after, as I was informed, a person who said he 
required to see him on pressing business, was allowed an interview, and 
prostrate as he was, there and then served him with a writ for the amount 
in which he had become responsible jointly with the Treasurer, on 
account of the contract with the builder of the church. Melancholy to 
relate, his death followed within a few days, hastened as it was feared, 
by the shock he received from the service of the writ. The lamentation 
and grief at his loss was universal, and he was followed to the grave by 
the inhabitants en masse. I should ^ here explain that the claim for the 
debt on the church was principally met afterwards by the Treasurer, who 
surrendered one of his best sections, and so our modest first church was 
cleared from liability ; but our pastor's life had passed away before he was 
permitted to see the work completed on which he had exercised such un- 
tiring exertions, and he had sunk under the weight of them. Of the Rev. 
C. B. Howard I can only repeat what has been so often said of him, that 
he abounded in Christian charity, and consequently was beloved and re- 
spected by those of the colonists outside our communion. He was a 
Broad Churchman in the highest sense, and rejoiced, as all true Church- 
men do, in the comprehensiveness of our Church and historv. Such a 
clergyman occupying the post he filled, by his example did very much 
to produce the harmony wnich prevailed in the colony in his day, and 
since, as to religious matters, especially exhibited in the pleasing actions 
of Christians of all denominations contributing to the building funds for 
the erection of places of worship under whatever nam© they might be 
called. I would say, as to non-essential differences, let them continue to 
prevail, if Christians of all denominations join in loyal and united support 
of good government, and work together in harmony for real liberty with- 
out licence. When we old colonists, after many hard struggles in our 
own private affairs, at this time now turn our eyes from Trinity Church, 
across the river and Park Lands, and see on the opposite rise the beauti- 
ful and imposing Cathedral, which our venerable and respected Bishop 
has been able to complete so far, and know also that he has been aided in 
funds by the liberality of members of other religious bodies, we cannot 
but rejoice thereat, and feel that the good examples set in the early days 
of the colony have been followed. It is also a source of gratification to 
see the many beautiful and characteristic sacred buildings which have 
been erected at so large a cost, and with so much taste, by other com- 
munions. 

In calling to mind the difliculties which beset us in opening this 
now prosperous colony, and in founding the City of Adelaide, pioneers 
have the advantage of feeling pride and satisfaction that each one of us 
has been more or less a worker in accomplishinsr so far so great a work, 
adding to the renown of our glorious Empire. This feeling is experienced 
to an extent which fresh arrivals can hardly appreciate. To such I would 
sav, as you have arrived after so much has been accomplished by those 
who have preceded you, do not slacken your liaii.d&\ '<.\jk5st«fe -^wsssicca. 
plenty for you ,to do by crowning t\i^ ft^\^c^, vcv ^T^«is^^ixa% Sssi?^^^^- 
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ineDts over our vast, aud yet unconquered regions, larger in extent than 
some European kingdoms, and al«o in perfecting the institutions which 
have been inaugurated to elevate the great populations thi^ province is 
competent to maintain in peace and plenty. We old ones are fast passinsr 
away, and we may justly claim that we have left our marks on the land ;. 
and we do not forget tne sanguine expectations, which were published 
by our second and energetic Governor (Colonel Gawler). He was here 
in office a little two early ; but his reports and anticipations are not 
merely already accomplished, but have been greatly exceeded. 1 cannot 
leave this part of these narrations without advising my younger fellow- 
colonists, especially those native-born, to take a wise and proper advan- 
tage of the great political privileges they have inherited, by selecting as 
their representatives in Parliament, men of good moral character, and 
who by their previous actions have proved that, with them, self is not 
the predominant passion. 

Having devoted so much space to our first Colonial Chaplain, I now 
desire to do j ustice to another eminent fellow-worker with him in pastoral 
duties, who, although not of the same communion, was already in namess, 
and in a high degree successful in gathering a flock under the banner of 
the same Spiritual Master — I mean the Rev. T. Q. Stow — I was a 
witness to the praiseworthy manner in which he devoted himself to the 
task he had undertaken. I then, as I have often since, wondered how a 
minister of his high talents and popularity could have been induced to 
leave England, where he could have commanded a first-class position in 
the Congregational Church, to undergo the toils and privations of pasto- 
ral life in a new and wild country. Though he had the support of the 
Colonial Missionary Society to depend upon, in addition to tne free-will 
offerings of his flock in South Australia, he drew upon the funds of the 
Society as little as possible, and for this reason for some years educated 
a few private pupils, and afterwards engaged in farming until the times 
of struggling and depression in the colony had passed away, and the 
pioneer Independent Church and congregation became self-supporting. It 
will be seen irom this that the privations Mr. Stow endured were volun- 
tary, and were borne in the true missionary spirit. It is also to be 
recorded that he assisted with his own hands in building the first Congre- 
gational Church, which was constructed of pines and reeds, and was 
situated on North-terrace, a little to the west of Morphett-street. A 
pleasing contrast to all this is exhibited in the present Urge and influen- 
tial body of Independents. The esteem in which the father of the Con- 
gregational Church in South Australia was held is marked by the beauti- 
ful Stow Memorial Church, which loving members of his communion 
and the public have erected to his memory, and by the monument over 
his errave in West-terrace Cemetery. He was spared to his people until 
the colony greatly increased in population and prosperity. 

To the late Rev. Mr. Stow may also be justly applied the remarks I 
extract from the South Australian Magazine of January, 1842, which are 
there applied to the Rev. C. B. Horward, the first Colonial Chaplain — 
*' To him is doubtless to be attributed much of that cordiality and good 
feeling which has existed among all denominations of Christians from the 
establishment of the province up to this hour." This may be again re- 
peated at the end of o9 years. 
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CHAPTER vr. 



Capturi of Morgan. 

In giving the {promised account of the journey of the three special con- 
stables in pursuit of and to arrest young Morjifan (who was one of the three 
men who entered the dwelling of Mr. Sheriff Nmart with a murderous 
intent), an account of Morgan's origin and family should be- first given. 
The occurrences related in this chapter took place prior to the author^s 
arrival, but being a matter of recent notoriety the account of them may 
properly be introduced in this place. He was reported to be one of seven 
children, whose father and mother had been transported to Tasmania for 
crimes committed at home. lie was a remarkably fine young man, under 
age at the time he was sought for, of a pleasing countenance, tine figure, 
and over six feet high, and it was said that his brothers and sisters were, 
equal in stature and in good looks. As he will appear again in succeeding 
chapters as having passed throuph a most extraordinary career, it is 
necessary to impress on my reaoers the above description of him, as 
leading to feelings of regret that so fine a man should have been born 
and brought up under such unfavourable circumstances. It has been 
stated to me that two of Morgan's sisters were married to highly 
respectable landowners in Tasmania, and were remarkable Jfor their 
beauty, as well as for their becoming demeanour in the station to which 
they had attained. The following is Mr. Alford's account : — 

" Our party of three specials was speedily formed, with the addition 
of one native blackfellow as our guide. Our outfit was a blanket each, with 
biscuits, tea, and sugar, and a little bacon, for eight or ten days, and one 
glass bottle each in which to carry our water. The arms supplied were 
one old musket, one horse pistol, and a pair of pocket barkers. We 
received minute instructions as to our course, &c., and started on, to us, 
an unknown country, with none but native tracks, and as such useless for 
us to follow. Our instructions were to make the whaling stations at 
Encounter Bay and to keep the gulf in eighty and we had a warrant 
to bring in Morgan, alive or dead. The direct distance as now travelled 
b^ a good road is 65 miles. The course we were ordered to take, with 
tne numerous bends we had to make to head creeks and deep gorges, 
would not be less than 95 miles, perhaps more. Our first day's journey 
we finished at a deep creek, where we fortunately found good water. 

"Our bottles had been exhausted some miles back. The next 
morning, after an early breakfast, our black guide exhibited great 
uneasiness, and objected to the course we proposed to take, and kept 
Dointing more inland, giving ui to understand oy signs we should not 
find water in the direction we wished to go. We persisted in our course, 
and the native soon took an opportunity to abandon us to our fate. Wo 
were told before we started that on rounding Cape Jervis we should see 
the Pages, three small islands a few miles off the south coast, and ne&rl^ 
opposite the western horn of Encounlei B«k^ » kl\«t ^^ ^v^goX.'^^ SiaK^ 



34 Early Recollections and 



from a high and precipitous shore, we had to fight our way througk 
many miles of dense scrub ; but, fortunately, we had to cross plenty of 
good water. In eight days from starting we made Hack's Whaling 
Station, our food exhausted and our strength gone, as may be readily 
understood by those who know the country over which we made our 
weary way. 

" Before I proceed further I must hark back and say a little more 
about our difficulties on our outward tramp. The horrors of our return 
journey being now so deeply impressed on my memory that more trifling" 
matters are easily forgotten. I came into the whaling station barefoot, 
having long before worn the soles off my boots on the rocky country over 
which we had passed ; my feet were blistered and bleeding. Our pro- 
visions had been scanty enough, and not of such a nutritious character as 
to keep up strength and stamina. Having reported ourselves to Captain 
Hart, m command of the station (who had not long before been wrecked 
on the same coast, but many miles to the east, on Moonlight Point), we 
were supplied with all we required, and enjoyed a few days' rest. On 
making enquiries, we found that our man was in the neighbourhood, 
planted and well armed, and further, that the whalers were in sympathy 
with him, so that we were advised to adopt stratagem, and that our lives 
would be in danger if the object of our visit was known or suspected. 
We therefore agreed upon the story, that we had come down to be ready 
to receive cattle which were expected to be landed at the Bay. After a 
few days of rest, spent in meJiing cautious enquiries, we heard that 
Morgan was hiding at a spot about midway between the two whaling 
Btations, so as to obtain h.s supplies of provisions from his friends in the 
two partie • 

** Many '^scaped prisoners were working as whalers. After we had 
received the above information as to Morgan's position, we proceeded to 

the next station, viz., Wright's, and here our mate H discovered a 

runaway lifer from Van Dieman's Land, in which island he (H ) had 

resided. W^e decided to use this man as a decoy duck. After thi eaten- 
ing him with arrest, although we had no warrant for such a threat and 
no power or authority from the Government of Tasmania for such action, 
our decoy duck consented to our terms. We had determined to grab 
our man, and were not particular as to the means we employed. We 
promised the lifer we would let him go free if he honestly assisted us m 
securing Morgan. This he agreed to do. 

" He commenced by advising us to return to Hack's station, and he 
would accompany us, and would point out the hut which Morgan would 
visit for his supplies that night. This course was pursued, and we were 
planted by him in a position commanding the hut. He then left us, 
telling us to give him (Morgan) time to become settled before we stirred. 
Our confederate proved true to us by refraining from giving counter in- 
formation, which might have cost us our lives. Having waited a suffi- 
cient time, and with darkness shrouding us, we crawled quietly to the 
hut, and rushing in found Morgan reclining in a bunk. We were able to 
seize him before he could rise and reach his gun^^ which was beside him 
loaded, and his capture was made and handcuffs on him in almost no 
time. As he was only a youth, though over six feet high, and I was 
the youngest of the party, the post of being handcuffed to him was 
assigned to me, the votes being two to one against me. We now made 
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an immediate start back to Wright's station, from which establishment 
we had to get our supplies for the return march. The office (i.e., alarm) 
had soon been given to his friends (as the fraternity say), our real charac- 
ters were quickly circulated, and we were saluted in anything but polite 
language. As we hastened away a gun was fired to call for aid from 
Granite Island, from whence some men pushed off in a boat with the 
intention to intercept us. As we succeeded ia heading them, language 

not to be repeated was roared after us. Oh, you ; that is your 

game of landing cattle, &C., Ac, to which we replied we were well 

armed and would sell our lives dearly. Having arrived safely at 
Wright's, I was relieved, and Morgan was braceletted and otherwise 
secured. Here we remained the following day. 

'* We had been sworn in as special constables, and were yet only 
amateur policemen, but we were elated and eager for work in our new 
profession, so made enquiries as to* prior entanglements of other 
individuals, and h':\'ird of two young men as being in that quarter who 
were wanted in Adelaide, and who had committed a trifling robbery. 
Thinking we were doing our duty we arrested them also, although we 
had no warrant, but as they were green and young beginners in the 
course of crime they quietly submitted. We had now each a prisoner 
to guard, and with whom to make our way back to the settlement. These 
young men, however, gave us no trouble, and on the way their conduct 
was good. The following day we started, taking provisions only 
sufficient to last us five or six days, hoping to reach our destination in 
that time by adoptiYig a direct course, as preferable to our coasting 
track. Morgan, putting on an appearance of good and quiet behaviour, 
offered to nilot us by a short and easy cut. The provisions and swag 
were equally divided between th« two fresh prisoners and the guards, 
Morgan being free of any load. To him I was again coupled with the 
steel cuffs, tlnfortunately for all parties, we followed the guidance of 
Morgan, who kept as much easting as possible. We soon lost sicrht of 
the sea. We travelled for two days, having departed from the sea on 
our left, and after tramping many miles, on ascending high land we 
discovered the lakes at the mouth of the River Murray to our right. We 
now perceived our error in trusting to Morgan, who was leading us into 
a trap, as it was afterwards supposed that Stanley and Stone were 
harbouring in that direction. We called a halt, and encamped for the 
night. Up to this time I had been coupled with Morgan. I was con- 
siderably below him in stature and strength, and thus it may be imagined 
what punishment I endured in working through scruJj and over rough 
ground. Having secured our chief prisoner for the night, we lay on the 
range till morning, when we decided to tack back to obtain a sight of 
the sea. This course we continued on all that day, but no sea was dis- 
covered. At night we camped at a tea-tree swamp, near the range now 
called Mount Magnificent. At this time we had remaining food sufficient 
for two days only for the whole party. The usual securing of Morgan 
being made, we remained for rest. Early next morning Morgan refused 
to budge a step, and we had to remain that day, as he said he was ill, 
though he was brisk and lively enough as long as he thought he was 
leading us into a trap. We discovered he had been saving some of his 
biscuits in his pockets, of which we deprived him. That nl^l^t ^^ 
camped on the same ground. 
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" The following moruing, after an early breakfast, we called on 
Morgan to get up and walk. This he declined to do in the most foul 
language, calling on us to shoot him, as he might as well be shot 
as be taken in to be hung. Our reply was, we had a warrant to 
take him in dead or alive, and that we should so act. After 
waiting patiently, time enough for him to relent, and finding 
him still obdurate, we decided to make him fast to a young 
gum-tree by passing his arms around it, and then locking his 
wrists with the handcuffs. This was the only course open to us, unless 
we set him free, or complied with his demand to put a ball through him, 
to either of which alternatives we decidedly objected. With some 
struggling we so fastened him that he had only just room to move round 
the tree, a' position it shocked us to leave him in. We informed him he 
could not be released under four davs at least, and must be that time 
without food and water, and so left him. In two hours we felt we could 
not leave a fellow-creature to such a cruel fate, and so returned and 
begged him to consent to travel, his answer, as before, was that of a 
desperate and determined man — he would not move. In such a dreadful 
predicament we finally left him; but our own position was critical 
enough, with short allowance for one day, and an unknown distance to 
encounter, which in our state might take three days to cover. We had 
no known place before us to reach nearer than Adelaide, and felt we 
might sink fcy the w&f. A s to Morgan, we found he was not to be daunted. 
His intention was after we left him to break the handcuffs, but they 
proved too strong for him. We pushed on as rapidly as possible, and, for- 
tunately, took and kept a correct course, and, though late, the same day 
made Onkaparinga Kiver at the Horseshoe, and here to our great joy we 
found the camp of a land selector, who was there for the night on his 
way south. From him we obtained refreshment and food, and here we 
remained. We were too much exhausted to make a very early start 
next day, but, weary and foot-sore, at night reported ourselves at 
<jovemment House, to Governor Hindmarsh. His horror and excitement 
At our sad tale was great. 

" He immediately called a Council, when it was decided to establish 
a regular police force and to appoint a Superintendent. A horse was 
purchased at an enormous cost, a Superintendent was appointed, and all 
arrangements made to dispatch him and the officials back to the prisoner, 
with necessanr supplies. A No. 1 (i.e. myself) and Hateley appeared, but 
A No. 2 could not attend muster, and so we departed and made the 
Horseshoe, where we encamped for the night. Here I remained, the 
Superintendent and Hateley making an early start to reach the prisoner, 
expecting to find him either dead or gone. 

At the end of the fourth day of Morgan's self-impoted awful 
confinement he was found by them alive. Having released him and 
refreshed him with weak spirit and water and food, the party encamped 
there for the night. Morgan confessed in pitiful terms his regret at nis 
obstinate conduct, and described his sufferings as something fearful, what 
with the wild dogs at night, which he had to keep off by kicking and 
tramping round the tree, and the flies and mosquitoes on his face and 
raw wrists ; such miseries may be imagined but not described. He had 
frantically struggled to snap his shackles, but they were too strong and 
onJjr cut deeper and deeper into Ma ftaa\i, N^eW, mat^^Movis to relate, 
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this man of iron, after one night's rest at the Horseshoe and a moderate 
supply of food, walked the whole distance into town, and arrived by the 
end of the second day. And now he was committed for trial on a 
capital charge. An account of his trial and what followed must be 
related in subsequent chapters. 



^^^ 
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CHAPTER VII. 



Oterland Journey of Messrs. Hawdin and Bonnet. 

This chapter contains the interesting narrative of the first overland 
expedition with cattle from Sydney to South A ustralia That expe- 
dition was one of the early and essential instruments in the successful 
conversion of a vast wilderness into a fruitful ^rden, and in assisting 
in the establishment of a colony now one of the brightest jewels in the 
British Crown. 

I am entirely indebted to Mr. Charles Bonney for the account which 
follows, and feel especially obliged to him, knowing how fully his time 
is occupied by his important official duties : — 

" The first overland expedition was fitted out by Joseph Hawden, 
Esq. The cattle, about 300 head, were mustered on the River Goul- 
bum, just below the point where the Sydney-road then crossed it. A 
start was made on the 26th January, 1838. 1 had joined the party a day 
or two previously, and had undertaken the duty of leading the drays and 
choosing the line of route, the cattle being generally some little distance 
in the rear. The course we had intended to take was to follow theGoul- 
.bum to the point where Mitchell supposed he had left it when he turned 
to the southward after exploring the River Darling, and then to take 
his track to the southward, to follow the course of some of the rivers 
which he had crossed, and which he described as flowing to the west- 
ward, hoping that we might thereby avoid what was anticipated to be a 
difficult country to get thrcr»gh with cattle, in the neighbourhood of 
the Murray Cliffs, described by Captain Sturt. 

" We found as we followed the course of the Goulburn, instead of 
its running in the direction of Mitchell's supposed point of departure 
from its banks, a little north of west, it tended more and more to the 
north, and sometimes east of north, until we suddenly came upon the 
junction of a large river coming from the eastward. Knowing that we 
were somewhere about 100 miles to the eastward of what Mitchell had 
described as the junction of the Goulburn with the Murray, and yet 
feeling certain that the river before us could be none other than the 
Murray, we were very much puzzled at first to reconcile Mitchell's 
account with what we saw. However, at last we hit upon the solution 
of the difficulty, which afterwards we proved to be correct, 
that he had mistaken a channel of the Murray for the 
juuction of another river, and we pursued our course along the 
left bank of the Murray until we came to Mitchell's track. We then 
followed the course he took to the southward, passing the hill he named 
Mount Hope, because from its summit we saw a line of trees which 
seemed to mark the course of a large river flowing to the westward. 
We also bad a view from the summit of Mount Hope, but it was Mount 
Jh'sappointment to us. The line of tteea d^acxT^i^^ % W\\A:JMiVi wdantly 
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marked the direction of a watercourse flowing to the northward to join 
the Murray. However, we followed Mitcheirs track till we came to a 
log bridge, which he had thrown over the river, seen from Mount Hope, 
which he named the Yarrayne. His grand river had dwindled down to 
a dry creek, with only a little water left in some of the holes at distant 
intervals. The question then was what course should we follow ? Go 
on to some of the other rivers which Mitchell had described, or return 
to the River Murray, which we had left, and trust no more to MitchelFs 
accounts ? My advice to go back to the Murray was followed. To do 
this we continued on the course of the Yarrayne to its junction with the 
Murray, and continued to follow down on the left bank of that river 
until we thought we were below the junction of the Darling, when we 
crossed to the other or north side, but soon found we had crossed a little 
too early, the junction of the Darling being still below us. However, 
as we were travelling in a very dry season, and the rivers were all 
very low, the crossing of the Darling gave no trouble. After this 
we kept the right bank of the River Murray until we had passed the 
North- West Bend, and made three days' journey on its southerly course. 
We then left the river, and after a very hard dav's work got through the 
scrub and camped at the foot of the range. Following the course of the 
range to the southward until we found an opening, we passed imme- 
diately to the north of Mount Barker, where we saw the first signs of 
civilization in the shape of horse-tracks. From the summit of the Mount 
we had a view of Lake Alexandrina, and being misled by Sturt's map, 
in which the junction of the river and the Lake was shown as being in 
the same latitude as Adelaide, we kept a south-west direction in tra- 
velling through the ranges, and after coming upon the Onkaparinga 
followed its course until we came out at the Horseshoe. Here we found 
a party of kangaroo hunters (Sladdenand others), and learned from them 
the direction and distance of the settlement, as Adelaide was then called, 
which we reached on the 4th of April, 1838, having performed the 
journey in ten weeks. Thus ended the first overland journey from New « 
South Wales to South Australia after Captain Sturt's boat expedition — 
a journey accomplished without any disaster or difficulty worth men- 
tioning, and almost without the loss of a single head of cattle. 

" After we left Mitchell's Yarrayne everything went smoothly; we 
had no trouble whatever with the natives. At Swan Hill we estab- 
lished friendly relations with them, and from that point until we left 
the river they always sent forward messengers to the next tribe, to give 
notice of our approach, and we used to find the tribe drawn up to meet 
us, on which occasions they gave vent to their astonishment, in an 
audible manner, at the sight of what was to them such a strange race. 
On one occasion only were we in danger of coming into collision with 
them. I had left the drays and proceeded in advance to look out for a 
road, and the party had come up with a tribe of blacks, drawn up, as 
usual at the edge ef a lagoon, which the drays had to go round ; and the 
blacks wishing to have another look at the strange white creatures, took 
a short cut across the lagoon to meet them, when our men became 
frightened, and took it into their heads that the blacks were going to 
Attack them, and halted the drays and got out tUevt ^"t«6"«x\sv's.. "'\>c^'^ 
blacks, seeins? what was going on, naYidle^ X^i^Si «^^«t^ va. 'e.^^-^^'^'^^'^- 
Fortunately, at this moment I retun^ed, ^\iaX «a XV^ ^^"^ ^^"^ \ii<;i^viX -yck 
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commence. Having been a great deal amoni? tbr biAcks, and bein^r well 
acquainted with their habits, I saw at once the r:; stake the men had 
made, and ordered them to put down their truns. I then roiie up to the 
natives, and by si^rns induced them to lower their spears, and 9o peace 
was restored. The natives on many occafions prov«rd v«rry useful to as, 
and the paths which they had made in travellimr up and down the 
river afforded an unfailing guide as to the direction we ouL'ht to take in 
order to cross the great bends it frequently makes. l>n one occasion we 
came to a point on its course where the river swept away to the south 
as far as the eye could reach without any appeanroe of a return to its 
general western course. A well-beaten native track led ott north of 
west, and it became a weighty question whether w- sh«n;M trust to the 
usual guidance of a native path or keep to the rivrr. It was evident 
thai if the path led to the river it would not reach i: for i-swr.j miles, and 
I was inclined to adopt the safer course of keepir.-j to the river ; but 
Hawden thought we might venture to follow the ;ath, a!:il wt» did so. 
AVe travelled on till late in the afternoon, and still there was no appear- 
ance of the river gums in the western horizon. Hawden, who had ridden 
on ahead, anxious to look out for the river, came huriiedlv back, and 
wanted me to turn to the southward and strike in for tho river, but I 
showed him that it was too late then to alter our cour.**. and that we 
should probably find the river further away to the south than in the 
direction we were going. We accordingly pursued our course along the 
native track, and just before dark we were fortunate enouirh to come 
upon a tine sheet of water, which Hawden named Lake ]^>nney. One 
or the overland parties who came down after us determined to stick to 
the river, and it took them nearly a week to get round the bend. When 
we arrived at that part of the river where the eliifs commence, my great 
difficulty was to know when to keep to the river tiats and when to take 
to the fai^h land. On the flats it was much better travelling tfaaa on the 
sandy plains on the top of the cliffs, but the river would sometimes take 
a sadden sweep round to the cliffs and compel us to climb to the high 
land, when we might have to go back two or three miles before we comd 
find a place up which the drays could be taken. At last we fell in with 
three natives, who gave us to understand by signs that they belonged to 
a tribe lower down the river, and that they would accompany us. One 
of them I adopted as a gruide, and made him understand what I vranted, 
and such was bis intelligent and quick apprehension that, though he had 
never seen a white man before, he seemed to know almost by instinct 
where a dray could pass and where it could not. lie acted as my guide 
for three or four davs. and during the whole of that time he never once 
k?d a» wrong. Old colonists will remember my friend in old ''Tinberry," 
wboee portrait figures in Eyre*s Australia. 

"At the time we commenced our overland journey the second ezpe> 
dition was being fitted out under the leadership of Mr. E. J. Eyre. 
Both mr party and his had without concert fixed on the same line of 
route — tliat was to follow the course of the rivers which Major Mitchell 
■aid he had discovered south of the Murray, and which it was supposed 
would join and form what Captain Sturt thought to be a river running 
hito the Murray above the Great Bend, but which was subtsequently dia- 
ecrfered to be merely an anabranch of the river. Eyre, however, strock 
fpmtk Mount Macedoiiy and cut l&iXcV^'^ \:n(^ «^ViM]iib«o«ft]i af 
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the Yarrayne Bridge, where we arrived ahout a fortnight after we had 
been there. He saw our tracks going back towards the Murray, and not 
having had so much experience of Mitchell's inaccuracies as we bad 
found, he placed accordingly more reliance on his description of the 
rivers he had met with further south, and in consequence he continued 
* on Mitchell's track, and tried to get to the westward by following the 
coilrses of several rivers one after the other, but they all ran out ui the 
scrub until he came upon the Wimmera, which he found to end in a 
lake, to which he gave the name of Lake Hindmarsh, after the then 
Governor of South Australia. He next tried to push through the scrub 
to reach the River Murray by a northerly course, but he was foiled in 
the attempt after destroying many of his horses, and losing some of his 
men by desertion. He was at length compelled to retrace his steps, and 
after much suffering he reached Mitchell's Bridge, on the Yarrayne, 
about three months after he first saw that watercourse. Weakened as 
he was by the loss of horses and the desertion of some of his men, he 
persevered ou his journey, and following on our tracks arrived at the 
settlement in Adelaide free from further troubles." 

Here ends Mr. Bonney's first paper, most kindly furnished to me, 
which I hope will be followed by accounts of further trips which he so 
successfully made, especially with that crowning one by the south coast 
when he opened up the communication between the Portland Bay 
country witli our colony, acheiving the task in which Mr. Eyre first failed, 
and which was subsequently attempted with cattle for the Messrs. Hack 
by Captain Hart, who, after oonsiderable exertion and loss of time, was 
compelled to follow Mr. Eyre's tracks by the Yarrayne bridge and down the 
Murray. Captain Hart, as he explained to me immediately after his 
arrival with the cattle, started on a northerly and altered course at a 
point much nearer the sea coast tlian Mr. Eyre did. He then worked 
nis course by observations to make Mitchell's Yarrayne bridge, and did 
not cut Eyre's* track till his near approach to the log bridge 

I must state that Hawden and Bonney brought in their cattle and 
horses in fine condition, but Mr. Eyre and his party, men and stock, 
arrived in a weakened state. I had good reason to know this, for I had 
the charge and sale of the cattle, which were purchased from Mr. Eyre 
on account of a Sydney firm, whose agent I was. Although I was able 
to place these cattle on splendid feed, it took many months before they 
recovered from the hardships they had undergone, at the same time I 
must admit they were cattle of a much inferior description and breed 
to the fine herd which Mr. Bonney conducted for Mr. Hawden, which, 
although the first introduced overland, have never been surpassed by any 
large draft brought from the adjoining colonies. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



Abpival of Colonkl Gawlbr. 

On the 12th of October, 1838, the news eprcad that our new Governor 
Colonel Qawler, was on board the ship just arrived. No regular arrange- 
ments were made as to any public n^ception or demonstration onnis 
landing, but it was bruited about that he would be coming up on horse- 
back about midday. A few mounted men mustered and straggled down 
the track towards Holdfast Bay, where the Pestonjee Bomanjee had 
anchored. We gradually formed a troop of about twenty horsemen. On 
arriving a little below where Hilton now stands, on what was then open 
ground, we were met by a one-horse ve! icle of unpretending appearance, 
with a lady and some children and one female servant, all in ship array, 
with no escort or other servants. W'e continued at a slow pace, utterly 
ignorant that we had passed the Governor's lady and children. >oon 
rfterwards we perceived in the distance a considerable dust approaching 
us on the track ; this was the old and lower track, before roads were 
formed. We soon became conscious that the Governor was coming with 
a small escort, at a hand gallop. His Excellency shot past us on old 
Black Jack, a blood entire usually ridden by the Commissioner, Mr. J. 
H. Fisher. We followed after they had passed, according to the speed 
of our horses, and remarked to one another, "This will be a fast 
G overnor," and so he proved ; but not too fast for the new country he 
had to carry forward towards a successful development of its great 
resources (i.e., if he had been supplied with sufficient means). On 
arrival at Government House, humole as it then was, a concourse of 
settlers soon formed, as well as a muster of aboriginals, with their inter- 
preter (Cronk — a bit of a humbug^. His IjLcellency did not keep us 
long before he appeared, to go through the formularies required on such 
occasions. These concluded, he gave us a very suitable address, and one 
also to his black brethrtn. as he called them. Before he turned to them 
he asked the Protector (l»r. Wyatt) if he was competent to interpret 
what he should say to thtm. The answer was " Yes, your Excellency." 
His address to them was rapidly delivered. He told the blacks he came 
from their great Queen, that she loved her black people, and they must 
also love her white people, &c., &c* The interpreter kept on gabble, 
gabble, doing his best to interpret ; it was like parson and clerk racing ; 
but not a word do I believe most of the black brethren understood of 
the address. 

On the Governor concluding his oration he waved his cocked hat 
with the white feather, when a knowing native up a crooked overhanginff 
tree shouted out — " Plenty tucker ; berry good Cockatoo Gubbemer. 
His Excellency's last words to the Protector were — ** I shall order for 
tbem a auppfy of food," which tb« cmmVn% IcWonv tai'v^^ tb^ trouble of 
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Interpreting, and briefly construed the promise as *' plenty tucker," 
adding by way of compliment, and as if impressed by the motion of the 
white feather, the title " berry good Cockatoo Gubbernor." 

The GoTernor soon got to work on bis otHcial duties, and much 
energy was thrown into the service. He found only a small organisation 
as to police The first Governor's marin«^ guard, such as it was, had left 
with Captain Hindmarsh, and there was no military force. Captain 
Hindmarsh had appointed Mr. Inman as Superintendent of Police, who 
had a small number of green policemen under him. Shortly after the • 
arrival of Governor Gawler be appointed Major O'Halloran Commisioner 
of Police and Police Matristrate, with an increased number of men. lie 
aiso called for volunteers t» form a semi-military force. In answer to 
this appeal gentlemen willing to sorve as officers abounded, but rank and 
file men were scarce, and only at first a few came forward to be enrolled. 
Major CVIIalloran was gazetted Colonel, and among the officers appointed 
were Alex. Tolmer, captain and adjutant of cavalry ; Mr. Litchfield, 
captain and adjutant of infantry, and others. An early muster was 
oraered, and uniforms were announced to be obtained at the Government 
Store. I had allowed a man in my employment to enrol ; he was 
driver of the mail to Glenelg or Port Adelaide (I was the first mail 
contractor), and I had arranged to put a substitute on the box when his 
services were required as a volunteer. As I was anxious to see how 
tilings went on at the muster in front of Government House I started in 
that direction, and as I approachod I saw F. G., my driver, on his way, 
in 8ome sort of a military uniform. On nearing me he halted with a 
military salute (he had served in a yeomanry regiment at home). I said 
to him, " Well, G., what an extraordinary figure you cut." "I am aware 
of it, sir," was the reply, " but it is not my fault ; we were ordered to 
apply for and to appear in blop uniform. I turned over a lot of the 
•clothing, and have taken the nearest I could find to fit me. This shell- 
jacket and pants will not meet, as you see, and I have adopted a large 
red comforter to fill up the gap." Of course I had a hearty laugh, but 
could not risk the chance of indulufing in indecorous manners before His 
Excellency, and so turned back. I received a report of the miserable 
failure of the first attempt to muster a force, at which were present 
nine officers, as I was informed, and six rank and file. I must add that 
after some little time a raspectable rt-^giment was organised. 

When our second Governor arrived he brought with him extended 
powers, which were generally ample. His appointment embraced also 
the otlice of Commissioner of Crown Lands, from which Mr. J. H. 
Fisher retired. The Governor was supreme, and only trammelled by a 
limit on his powers to draw (except in extreme emergency) on the Board 
of Commissioners in London, or on Her Majesty's Treasury. 

On Colonel Light resigning, as mentioned m a previous chapter, Mr. 
{now Sir G. S.) Kingston assumed the position of Acting-Surveyor- 
General, as empowered by his original instructions from the Commis- 
sioners, bearinf^ date 0th March, 1836. Mr. G. S. Kingston did not long 
occupy the position of acting-head of the department, and soon after his 
retirement Captain Frome arrived with a few sappers and miners as a 
ataff of surveyors. I am not aware if any essential or beneficial changes 
were made in the work of the survey department after Colonel Light left 
the office, where a very insufficient ete^ft t^\xi».\\i^\ Vst \^ ''^ v^Soscasg 
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successor to rely on. Colonel Gawler reported on the state of the survey 
staff in one of his first despatches, from which I shall quote hereafter. 

After the arrival of Captain Frome, of the Royal Engineers, to fill 
the post, the surveys were rapidly proceeded with. Whether mater 
acci^acy obtained or not I am unable to say ; but I was informed oy odo 
of the sappers when engaged in my neighbourhood, that in off-working 
on to previously surveyed sections, to fill up unsurveyed pieces of country, 
it was a difficult task to thumb in his own work. I had no occasion to 
complain of the old surveys, as I had an excess of quantity in the section 
I then held. One of the works executed by the sappers and miners 
under Captain Frome was to erect a small mud or sod fort on the North- 
terrace, with embrasures and carronades mounted therein pointing to 
the city. So, if the citizens had become rebellious, they could have- 
been slaughtered there with ease if they had chosen to place themselves 
within the range. 

Captain Frome was energetic in his office, and most gentlemanly in 
his deportment to all who had to apply to him for information, or on any 
business connected with the Survey and Land Office. lie fulfilled the 
duties also of Engineer-in-Chief without any additional pay. Two 
bridges over the Torrens within the city bounds, which he erected, 
were by unusual floods swept away, succeeding floods have not been so 
heavy, nor have such large trees been bi'ought down since, which were 
the great cause of the destruction of those first erections. 

I am bound to mention that Mrs. Gawler with commendable zeal 
aided the Governor in every good work. As became them, they exhibited 
great interest in the welfare of the natives. One of their early steps in 
encouraging them was to call them together to display their prowess in 
throwing the war spear, boomerang, and waddy, on which occasion the 
settlers were invited to a lunch, and the blacks to a feed, after the trial 
of their skill. And here they completely out-generalled Colonel Gawler, 
as I shall show. 

Archery targets of the full size were placed near Government House 
at suitable and fair distances, according to the directions of those who 
knew something about their habits. 

The warriors of the tribe were marshalled up with their spears^ 
boomerangs, &c., King John at their head, with his cutlass by his side, 
in addition to his native arms. The cutlass was presented to him in a 
formal manner on board the Buffalo. King John first made a grave and 
dignified inspection of the target at the farther end, and returning half- 
way towards the attacking position paused, measuring the distance with 
his eyes, and returned, shaking his head, to the starting point where his men 
and the company were standing. He then said, " No, no, too much long 
way." The distance was about 100 yards. On this protest the outer 
target was brought in some 12 or 15 yards. He then poised his spear, 
and brought it to their recover, saying, " Blackfellow no throw big one 
spear that long way." Then at or about sixty yards he consented to try 
their skill, though with admirable acting expressed his doubts. Now 
fixing his womera (a casting agent for long distances), amidst the ob- 
jecting grunts of his tribe, he discharged his spear so as to strike the rim 
of the target with the middle of the spear instead of the point, and then 
came the ejaculations of his men, implying, *^ Ah ! ah ! we told 
you so !" 
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Then came up in turn the warriors of the trihe, hut with well 
expressed reluctance, some just missing the target, others following the 
example of Bling John ; and now they pretended shame under the derisive 
jeers of the lubras. The boomerangs were then thrown high, and so as, 
in their eccentric flight, to return towards those who cast them, and 
appeared more calculated to endanger the thrower than an opponent. 
On this many of the ladies exclaimed, '*Poor fellows, you see they 
cannot hit anybody even at that short distance," and many of the 
spectators were convinced of the harmless character of the warriors 
amongst whom we had arrived. In accordance witk their customs, they 
had been brought on to the field in their war costume, i.e., their faces 
and breasts decorated with white war paint in bars, but with an addition 
of European costume as far as pants went, thereby hiding their natural 
spindlesnanks. The exhibition ended, they retired to their feast, and we 
to a plentiful luncheon. If they laughed at us on the sly before us, it 
was internally and well disguised. No doubt the joke circulated far and 
wide amongst the surrounding tribes, and most likely formed the subject 
of one of their corroborees, their custom being to rehearse with musical 
accompaniment any striking occurrence, the accompaniment being per- 
formed by women beating sticks togethtr, and uttering **Ah, ah, ah, 
ah," continually during the dancing of the males. I once, on the Murray, 
was highly delighted to witness the performance of a corroboree of the 
first steamboat that passed them on that river, at the same time one of 
them commenced an exhibition of the first passage down the river of 
Captain Sturt with his boats. The actor was engaged, as I was after- 
wards informed, in snaring wild fowl up to his chin in the water, amidst 
the reeds, with a cap of green leaves on his head, when to his surprise 
and alarm he saw in the middle of the stream " a great beast with plenty 
of heads and legs." He dropped his rod and remained quiet, and as 
quick as he dared, darted out of the water and secreted himself in the 
scrub. I have been frequently amused at their singular performances. 
Chapters will be specially devoted to them hereafter. 

I may here relate a surprise which Mrs. Gawler got on one of her 
visits to the residences of colonists (not intended for the upper classes), 
in distributing tracts to the inhabitants of tents and shanties. I have 
mentioned the small miserable hut where our first Postmaster carried on 
his duties. At the door of this Mrs. Gawler knocked, and on the door 
being opened she was greatly surprised when the name of the Postmaster- 
General was given, in answer to her question as to the name of the 
occupant. " I was not aware that Government officials occupied such 
strange places," said the lady, and feeling she could not leave a tract 
with so high an official, she walked on, and soon found herself in 
Emigration-square, to which she had started to make a special visit, as 
it was then filled with freshly-arrived emigrants. The good lady here 
found an ample field for her pious works. This necessary establishment 
has vanished long ago, and has not been replaced. It was situated on 
the flat beyond the north-west corner of the city, and was built of 
weatherboards, which answered a temporary purpose. These huts were 
pulled down after the stagnation and stoppage of emigration from 
England, and from the necessity to get rid of a nuisance. 

During the Government of Colonel Gawler in December, 1839, 
Judge Cooper arrived. Of him it must be recorded that a more upright 



46 Early Recollections and 



and just Judge neyer occupied the highly respoBsible seat of judgment 
in this or any other country. His conscientious dread of erring in judg- 
ment caused him through the iuTariable caution he exercised before 
giving his decisions to suoject himself on some occasions to impatient 
remarks from the advocates who pleaded in the courts. He was for 
some time the only Judge in all three courts, the Civil, Criminal, and 
Insolvent Comrts, and he fulfilled his onerous duties in an unexceptionable 
manner. In private life he set a bright example as a consistent and. 
liberal Christian. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



BUENING OF GOVERNMFNT HoUSE. 

Amongst our unfortunate *' early experiences " during Colonel Gawler's 
administration, must be counted the destruction by fire of Several of our 
first temporary public buildings, as well as some of the residences of 
Government officials, the fire-king seeming to mark such structures 
(composed of inflammable materials, chiefly wooden, and mostly thatched 
with reeds or grass) as temptations thrown in his way. 

The first fire occurred shortly after midday, resulting in the total 
destruction of two wooden buildings which were situated to the west of 
the small post-office, and near where now may be seen the sheep-market 
on North-terrace. These were Government offices. The one wa« 
occupied by the Resident Commissioner and his s'aff, the other was used 
for the Land and Surveyor-General's offices. The flames spread so 
rapidly that the officers and clerks were unable to save much, and many 
books, papers, and maps, were lost. On the day of the fire I was driving 
on my way to visit sections about half way to the old Port, and passed 
near these offices, where business was going on all right. On my return, 
when about five miles from town, I saw a smoke spring up, and although 
I drove off at a quick pace, when I reached the scene of the fire the two 
buildings were reduced to smoking heaps. Great inconvenience was 
experienced by the loss of books and public documents. The Resident 
Commissioner was Mr. (afterwards Sir James) Fisher, and the dwelling 
which contained his office was also his private residence. Colonel Light, 
the Surveyor-General, had also lived in the other dwelling, and the 
devouring element did its work so rapidly that he saved nothing of the 
cases he had there containing his journal to date, and records of hie 
experiences in Turkey, Egypt, the Mediterranean, and on the battle- 
fields of Spain, where he served on the staff of Wellington. Colonel 
Light felt the loss of this journal very deeply, and stated that he would 
not have parted with it for several thousand pounds. 

The next building which met a similar fate was Government House, 
which was a temporary erection of one story, with a thatched roof, the 
timbers principally of native pine, then procured from what was called 
the Pine Forest, now known as Nailsworth. 

This fire commenced a short time before midnight on the outside of 
the roof, and was supposed, and with good reason, to have been ignited 
by an insane gentleman, who, I may mention, I met under that roof at a 
Government ball in Captain Hindmarsh's time. This fire was also 
almost like a flash of gunpowder, and very little of Colonel Gawler's 
property was saved. The police were on the spot in a very few minutes ; 
and Inspector Tolmer, after breaking in the window of His Excellency's 
private office, had succeeded in dragging a small safe or tin deed-box to 
the window, and had himself passed out again, when the roof fell in 
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before the safe could be lifted out. A loss of most important papers and 
documents was thus sustained by Colonel Gawler. At the time the roof 
fell in, and as the Inspector was at the window, the fire reached a loaded 
musket, and the ball passed those who were leaving the window. The 
Governor and his son were present ready to receive the box if it could 
have been saved ; and to do which the Inspector risked his life, as the 
blazing thatch fell on him, but he escaped with singes only. These two 
fires forced upon the Governor the task of erecting a substantial Govern- 
ment House. Part only of the present modest palace was erected in his 
time, as well as a very small part of the present public offices. This 
necessity was af further calamity, as thereby labour was absorbed by the 
Government which was required by the colonists, and, in consequence, 
wages rose to an inconvenient extent, and private works were hindered. 

I think the next fire was the destruction of the residence of Mr. 
John Brown, emigration agent, &c. — a wooden building also, from which 
very little was saved. 

Then came the burning of a structure called the Octagon Cottage, 
the first residence of the Colonial Treasurer, Osmond Gilles, Esq., one 
of the London-built frame houses constructed of deal which he had given 
with the land on which it stood as a parsonage for St. John's Church. 
At the time of this fire the cottage was occupied by the widow of our 
first Colonial Chaplain, with whom was her sister. The fire broke out 
after the ladies had retired to rest, and they had only time to save their 
lives. 

After a time, substantial stone buildings having been erected, the 
colony has had a low average of visits from the fire king, except when 
he has come and travelled in his bush invasions, of which, unfortunately 
for mys,lf, I have had considerable experience and heavy losses. I was 
once met by a grand conflagration in the Tiers or stringy bark forest, 
when I fortunately escaped with binges only, when coming towards town 
with ajnob of fat cattle on a hot day, a strong north wind blowing. 
After crossing the Onkaparinga by the Echunga road I met clouds of 
smoke, indicating a fire at some distance ahead of my course, but as I 
mounted the first hill it seemed to be raging to the south of my line, and 
80 I kept on. The cattle were travelling at a good pace. On attaining 
the next summit I found the fire had crossed the road at some distance 
ahead, and was rushing down a gully to the right of me, carried at a 
flying rate by the north wind. In my endeavour to head the cattle they 
rushed off to the right towards the approaching: fire, and charged a thick 
course or belt of green cherry tree, as it is called, which, being dense 
and high, somewhat obscured the flames. Before the cattle reached this 
shelter, as they expected to find it, the tire had overtaken it, and the 
green foliage was soon burning and crackling about them and over their 
heads. They could not, however, stop or turn in their impetuous rush, 
but dashed through the flaming hedge. As I was close upon them, I 
followed over burning brushwood which had been a good deal trampled 
out by the bullocks, and passed on over smouldering grass and bushes at 
full gallop after the cattle, trees on all sides being on fire and falling 
branches crashing in all directions, but was soon safe on the track again, 
on to which the cattle bad turned ; and ^fter having safely yarded trem at 
Crafers, after a wash, a lunch was enjoyed. This was the only time I 
ever met and charged an approaching fire. I have on other occasions 
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retreated, and started a fire to meet and contest with the one approaching 
when such an occurrence was met with clear of a stringybark fosest, 
and also have had many a struggle in beating out bush fires, when with 
sufficient beaters it is a good plan to run a line of fire, although I, as 
well as many others, may have on some occasions been outflanked. I 
was once called upon to suffer a severe loss from a bush fire, as many 
old colonists have been, after an unavailing contest. 

By the destruction of flour mills some of our millers have sustained 
heavy losses, especially the firm of Messrs. W. Dufiield & Co.. of the 
Union Mills, Gawler Town, which have been gutted three times. The 
Imperial Mill in Adelaide was the first one burned, the interior of which 
was destroyed in a few hours in the day time. 

In a former number it has been mentioned that Mr. Emanuel 
Solomon arrived in the Lady Wellington, the back of which vessel was 
broken on the bar at the entrance of Light's Passage. The wreck was 
bought on account of a Sydney firm, and was got off" and towed up 
towards the Old Port. I afterwards, as agent for that firm, sold her to 
the Governor, Colonel Gawler, for £800. As she was quite taut above 
and below, she was for a short time used as a Government ^tore ship. 
At the time of the sale, some doubt being thrown on the Government 
transactions by the refusal of the first Treasurer to sign the bills drawn 
by the Governor, I required cash, feeling not justified as an agent to 
risk any inconvenience to the parties for whom I was acting. On this 
unfortunate vessel a great loss was made by the Government when she was 
sold and broken up, the retrenchment orders being put in force by Captain 
Grey, and when the cruel crisis was worked out, and the sacrifice of 
much public property was made, as well as of the property of the 
pioneers. Sheep which cost 38s. a head were sold first for 58., and the 
same resold a tew months afterwards for 2s. 6d. Cattle which I had 
purchased at £13 10s. a head, on a forced sale realised only £4 10s., 
after being kept twelve months, and when in prime condition. An early 
circumstance in the transactions of Mr. E. Solomon may be mentioned, 
who, seeing the great iriflux of population, and that nothing was being 
done to produce the staff .of life, made a good speculation in purchasing 
a cargo of flour immediately on its arrival from a Mr. Russel, then a 
merchant here, part of which he shipped to his brother in Sydney, and 
offered the remainder of the same to the Government here at £30 a ton, 
well aware of a scarcity in New South Wales and Tasmania. The 
Government refused to buy the flour, and to prevent reshipment of any 
of the small stocks in the colony of flour and rice an export duty of £100 
a ton was immediately put on breadstuffs. The flour Mr. Solomon had 
shipped to Sydney realised to him £50 a ton, and the price in this colony 
soon reached £100 a ton under the 'protection of the prohibitory export 
duty. The highest price the writer paid was £8 a bag, but for some 
time the price was £10 a bag. The plough in a short time gave relief, 
and before the end of five years wheat was delivered in Adelaide at 
2s. 6d. a bushel. 

Mr. Solomon and his firm suffered heavily in the crisis, and during 
the period in which the colony was recovering from the severe depres- 
sion which was so severely felt by all when the Government stopped 
payment, but more especially by those of the early settlers who had 
expended their means and energies in first settling in the land of their 
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adoption. It must with justice be recorded of Mr. Emanuel Solomon 
that he has left his marks upon our now splendid city. At a very early 
period he erected our first and capacious theatre in Gilles Arcade, so 
named when no arcade existed, or has since appeared. But the previous 
existence of a theatre must be mentioned; it was a small wooden 
structure at the back of the Black Swan public-house, on North-terrace, 
where some who are now alive and moving in more exalted positions 
exhibited themselves. In justice I must declare that I was never within 
its palinij walls, either as a spectator or a performer, but I remember 
being- t.>ld that a man of the name of Bartlett was one of the performers 
— a bullock-driver, whose deep, deep voice was often heard in our timber 
ran«res, and afterwards on his section at Balhannah. The inhabitants of 
the young city were premised by the first manaorer that the tragedies of 
the immortal Shakspere would be exhibited in this building. I do not 
knaw what characters Bartlett attempted, but his deep sepulchral tones 
were peculiarly adapted to urive effect to the part of the ghost in Hamlet. 
This performer is introduced by name, not because he long a_'o departed 
this life and so cannot be annoyed by a reference to his ambitious ap- 
pearance on the stai^e with some of our early inhabitants, but that m 
truth nothing worse can be said of him than his appearance on the boards 
of our first humble theatre as a trauredian. I am quite sure all old 
colonists who heard his extraordinary voice will agree with him that it 
was one calculated^ to make a deep and lasting impression on any human 
audience as well as on his leam of bullocks. 

It was to Mr. E. Solomon's spirited speculation in bricks and mortar 
we were indebted for the rescue of the drama from such an unbecoming 
and unworthy structure, as well as for early and, for the time, most 
respectable and commodious blocks of city residences which he erected. 
Mr. E. Sslomon, though a Jew, contributed to all Ohristian churches 
and chapels erected in the early days. 

Some considerable gatherings, in proportion to the number of the 
inhabitants then in the city, used to occur in the neighbourhood of the 
Grilles Arcade. E. Solomon there had his first wooden store, and there 
were wooden cottages occupied as offices by the Treasurer, the Resident 
Magistrate, and one was the dwelling of Judge Jickling. On the other 
side of Currie-street was the Southern Cross Hotel — a wooden structure 
brought out in frame from London — kept by F. Allen, where generally 
in a niorning would be seen a number of people. It was a sort of 
exchange or place of meeting, and when no Court or other business 
occupied the tmie or thoughts of those present, idlers would indulge in 

Eractical jokes. On one occasion, after a heavy downpour of rain which 
ad left a number of ponds in various directions in the city, and when a 
large company had gathered for shelter and for refreshment, little dapper 

K , then clerk of the Local Court, civil side, which was not sitting 

that day, walked in attired most suitably to take a direct course in any 
bearing across the city. No streets were then formed or channels to 

carry off surface water. K on entering exhibited with pride his 

nether limbs encased in a bran new pair of, for him, exceptionally long 
patent leather boots, saying, " There, I can defy the deepest pond of 
water within the city." A wag offered to bet him he would point out 
a pond through which he would not be able to cross without getting out 
of his depth. The bet was made, rain had ceased to fall, and so the 
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company followed the betting parties. K was to walk in a straight 

course from where he was placed by bis opponent, to him, on a signal he 
would give from the opposite side of the pond, which was known, as far as 
to the natural surface of the ground, not to have a greater depth of water 

than would reach K 's kn«es. At the signal off started K , 

setting at defiance the advice of jokers to take off his coat, &c., &c. ; but 
to his sorrow, on reaching about half-way across the temporary pond he 
suddenly popped out of sight, but was soon out on the other side of a 
aaw-pit, of the existence of which he was not aware, and of course he 
had an uproarious laugh against him ; and on a return of the amused 
company to Host Allen's he had the consolation of partaking of refresh- 
ment ©rdered by the winner of his money, the landlord, as usual on 
such occasions, being the chief winner. 

This brings to remembrance a scene which occurred at the opening 
of the Town of Glenelg, on which occasion a splendid lunch was pro- 
vided for a considerable invited company, to take place under a large 
tent, or rather connection of tents, on which occasion it was proposed to 
launch a cutter, to be named the O. G., which was built on tne banks of 
the Pattawalonga Creek by Henning & Fenden. To add to the calamities 
of this day the tide in the creek did not rise so as to float the first vessel 
built in the colony. The lunch was given by the proprietors of the 
township, viz., the Treasurer, O. Gilles, Esq. ; the Resident Magistrate, 
R. Wigley, Esq. ; Matthew Smith, and W. Finke, Esquires. The morning 
was fine, the company as numerous as the tables would accommodate, 
the provisions abundant, if not exhibiting any great variety of viands, 
but as to the supply of drinkables that was as choice, abundant, and 
various as ever seen on any table of the same picnic character even in the 
old countiT. Mrs. Gawler having honoured the occasion with her 
presence, the entertainment was graced and enlivened by a large number 
of ladies in most elegant attire. Every available vehicle the settlement 
afforded was pressed for the occasion, but few covered ones unfortunately 
being obtainable. It should be mentioned early in the record of this 
opening day that the road between the city and Glenelg was then not 
formed, and very few of the sections between the two places were fenced ; 
mere tracks over the natural surface of the ground were used. At the 
Bay were a few huts, two of which were licensed public-houses — one 
kept by Henning & Fenden. This building was f ormea of pines, thatched 
with reeds, and was, as far as the author recollects, about 30 feet long 
by 10 feet wide, and 8 feet high to the eaves. I give this description as 
a specimen of the first houses to which licences used to be granted, and 
to explain the position the numerous company were placed in by the 
heavy storm of wind and rain which overtook the party, and through 
which they had to hasten home in the absence of adequate shelter. I had 
driven my wife and two male friends, with their wives, down in an open 
waggonette. The morning being so fine umbrellas had in too many 
instances been left at home. 

When the arranged toasts had been nearly exhausted the downpour 
of rain became very heayy. Before this it had been sufficient to prevent 
the retirement of che ladies, who were perforce compelled to remain 
during the carrying out of the programme, and as there seemed to be no 
abatement the sittmg was considerably extended, and the consum^tiQis. 
of drinkables also, the water pouring \\i ticyca. ^wvovia ^-sr^^s;^ \s^ *^sa» 
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canvas. At length as no cessation of the heayy rain appeared likely soon 
to occur, the ladies determined to defy the elements. Mrs. Gftwler's 
carriage was first at the opening of the tent^ and she was conducted and 
sheltered to the door of her carriage hy Mr. McLaren, the Mana^r of 
the South [Australian Company. The ground had become so slippery 
that this polite gentleman fell down at the feet of the Governor's lady. I 
should have mentioned that on the orders to bring up the carriages being 
given to servants, who were taking shelter in a small framed buiiding 
where the stock of drinkables had been kept, word was brought to Mr. 
McLaren that his coachman had imbibed too freely, and could not be 
depended on, and that it was on Mr. McLaren rushing back from a 
lecture he had given the erring coachman to assist Mrs. Gawler that he 
slipped and fell. However, it was for a long time a standing joke that 
his coachman was summarily discharged for taking too much, when the 
master could not keep his own legs. I galloped my horses back, leaving 
the track along which so many were moving as fast as their animals 
could travel. The storm of wind and rain was fortunately at our backs. 
I did not hear of any more serious mishap than the fall of one or two 
horsemen in the muddy track, and the destruction of feathers, ribbons, 
bonnets, &c. Whatever complaints were given way to among the ladies 
they kept' to themselves, as the pockets of the paterfamilias nad chiefly 
to suffer in restorations, and trade was thereby benefited. 

I should mention in closing this paper the cutter O. G. was 
immediately after this unpropitious day privately christened and launched, 
and was for a long time usefully employed as a coasting vessel. 



Experiences of Colonial Life. 53 



CHAPTER X. 



Captain Sturt's Lecture on Agriculture — Mr. Eyre's Report 
OF THE Country North of Adelaide — The Author's Ride 

OVER part op the SAME AND OTHER COUNTRY TO THE NoRTH- 

East. 

1 NOW proceed to give some account of Captain Sturt. Shortly after his 
arrival, in August, 1838, he invited settlers to meet him, offering to 
deliver a lecture on the prospects of agriculture and horticulture in South 
Australia. About twelve persons attended, all being interested in the sub- 
ject, and who had come out with the intention of embarking in country 
pursuits. I was one of the company, having brought out two land orders 
on my own account, with power to exercise selection of sections for a 
non-resident. Among the audience were farmers who had arrived as 
tenants of the South Australian Company. The lecture was very in- 
teresting. Captain Sturt's description of the country he passed over, 
after leaving the great River Murray, was most favourable ; but when he 
came to give us his opinion of the plains of Adelaide, and of all the coun- 
try to the west of the extensive ranges running north from Cape Jervis 
to then an unknown distance, his expressed anticipations were most dis- 
couraging. He said — "You, gentlemen, who have taken so long a 
voyage to form agricultural farms, I caution you, from my own experi- 
ence of the climate of Australia, after residing in the province of New 
Pouth Wales, not to attempt to break up land on the western plains, or 
you will meet with sad disappointment. You must not expect to get 
crops of grain or fruit on this side of the ranges ; but I advise you to go 
to the beautiful hills, valleys, and flats between the ranges, and on the 
eastern slopes ; there you will find excellent soil and plenty of good 
water. If you attempt to cultivate land around Adelaide you will be 
grievously disappointed," &c., &c. Three practical men in the Company 
(two of them now dead) and the other myself, ventured to express 
different opinions, and said from their examination of the allu- 
vial soils on the condemned plains, they were convinced that with suffi- 
cient rainfall good crops would reward the farmer. To this Captain 
Sturt replied — " The frequent droughts to which this continent is subject, 
as I have experienced, is the ground on which I base my remarks." 

Within three years after the delivery of this lecture sections on all 
sides of the city were smiling with crops of wheat, which yielded from 
30 to 40 bushels an acre, and in successive years only diminishing in 
quantity of yield through exhaustion and bad management. Such prolific 
yields have never been exceeded in any district in the colony, even when 
favored in respect to elevation and rainfall. 

Captain Sturt, however, was not the only experienced explorer who 
erred in his opinions of the capabilities of the country, as will apjpear 
from the report of Mr. Eyre on his exploring journey nortb, when he dis- 
covered the horseshoe lake, which he named Lake Torrena^ m \iiai. ^xsass^ 
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journey around Mount Deception (rightly named by him). His report, 
published in the papers of the day, gave such a deplorable account or the 
sterility of the country north of Gawler Town ana the want of water, 
that several intending settlers with capital, just arrived at that time, 
abandoned their intention of settling in South Australia, and passed on 
to Melbourne, to our great loss. 

On one of my early rides, in company with my wife, south of the 
city, when all the country was open, and the hand of man had not defaced 
the natural park-like landscape, in the centre of which the city waa 
placed, as we were crossing the Brownhill Creek, in an open glade, we 
started a pair of emus. We immediately gave chase. We had no doga 
with us, but after a short gallop we overtook the female, which appeared 
to be in some way disabled. The male had at first dashed ofiP at a great 
pace, but on looking back and seeing the danger which threatened his 
mate, he returned and darted between our horses and the hen, and so cut us 
off from our intended prey ; and this he continued to do, striking at the 
horses' heads, and causing them to swerve as often as we approached his- 
distressed partner. He completely foiled us, and as we felt his devoted 
attachment and noble courage deserved consideration at our hands, we 
desisted from further chase. I was greatly suprised at hi? bold attacks. 
Bis own life was greatly endangered, as by degrees our horses seemed to 
become interested parties in the sport, and did not exhibit so much fear 
as on his earlier assaults, nor care for his noisy defiant clucks, deeply 
sounded in his chest. His departure was most pleasing to witness, in the 
affectionate joy he exhibited. I never saw anything so courageous in 
any subsequent encounter I had with emus, although I have bad more 
than one upstanding fight with old men kangaroos. 

It so happened that I made a short excursion north, and returned a 
few days after Mr. Eyre had published his description. I left Adelaide 
on a recently-purchased horse, fresh and fit for a long journey, with the 
intention of meeting a large herd of cattle supposed to have arrived on. 
the River Murray by that time, and to be near the NorthrWest Bend. I 
started by way of Mount Barker. In that district I met a horseman, 
who told me that the party had arrived, and were about to leave the 
river much nearer the North- West Bend than the usual track. On 
receiving this information I turned north, and passed Mount Torrens on 
my right hand, and following down a gully on a native track through 
high grass and herbage, the day being oppressively hot, with a burning 
sun shining on me, my pace being slow, 1 saw something glisten in the 
narrow path, my horse at the same time making a violent start. I then 
observed a large black snake gliding away. My horse commenced to« 
tremble violently. On dismounting, I conjectured correctly that the 
snake had struck the poor animal in the breast. A streaming perspiration 
soon broke out, and I felt I had no time to lose, as the nearest and only 
place I could reach was a temporary station at Mount Crawford. 
With some difficulty I reached that place, but the venom had 
spread so rapidly, and the bite was so near the vital parte,, 
that nothing could save the poor beast. I need hardly say 
that the reptile escaped, as before I could reach it the creature- 
had plunged into a deep waterhole in the river which I had just reached, 
and passed out of my sight under the shelving bank. I never before or 
since saw a larger snake. The heads of the kangaroo grass almost meet— 
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ing across the narrow track must have prevented the horse seeing the rep- 
tile, which I suppose was passing on its way to the water. I found I 
could only borrow a stale horse, not yet recovered from a long overland 
journey, out was thankful for even such a one. Next morning I started, 
leaving my poor beast to die, as I afterwards heard he did that day. I 
was surprised he lingered so long, as the swelling of his chest was very 
great. I had little hopes of meeting the party I was in search of, on such 
a brute as I was now mounted on. Leaving Mount Crawford I turned 
west, and passed through beautiful hills and gullies, and over the ground 
now known as Fewsey Vale, and descended by a rich spur of the ranges, 
having ridden continuously through miles of high grass. Arrived at the 
foot of the ranges, I bore up a little north and continued to pass over 
good grazing and well-watered country. On making a dairy station I 
remained for the night. The following day I continued to pass through 
good country, and crossed the river Light, where I saw some large and 
deep waterholes. This day, also, I rode over nothing but a well- watered, 
richly-grassed country, with occasional patches of scrub and gentle rises,, 
principally clothed with sheaoak. I followed up the upper ^art of the 
Dirty Light and passed over a saddle, on the western side of wnich I dis- 
covered the BlacK Springs, as they are now called, to the north of which 
I rode on to high ground. From the highest part I could look around me 
and see as far as the eye could reach what promised to be a magnificent 
country. I was particularly struck by the appearance of the lofty hills 
far to the north, and came to the conclusion that the good land extended 
particularly in that direction. I. discovered at a distance a large party of 
blacks encamped, so I decided that discretion was the better part of 
valour. I camped on the Dirty Light for the nijiht, and next day felt 
bound to return home as well as I could, generally driving or leading my 
weak and over-tired horse. I was fortunate before I reached Gawler 
Town in being able to obtain a fresh steed, and arrived in Adelaide after 
being out five days. I was then surprised on reading Mr. Eyre's report, 
so generally condemning the Northern country; however, my report 
privately given was followed by Horrocks, Hill, and others exploring 
northwards, and excellent stations were shortly taken up by fortunate 
parties who went out to jud^e for themselves. 

These parties first established sheep and cattle stations in the country 
I had viewed, and have been followed and in part displaced by a large 
army of agricultural invaders, who have gone out boldly to conquer the 
difficulties to be encountered in this condemned country. As an old 
colonist I however fear that their necessities will in too many 
instances force them to adopt the exhaustive system of cropping, which 
has for the Jtime despoiled some, I may say all, of our best and earliest 
settled districts. I may be allowed here to express my opinion that had 
the Government under the credit system bound the tenants not to take 
ofiF the land more than one crop of wheat in three years, it would in the 
end have been better for the country, although it might have lessened 
the quantity of land disposed of under the credit system ; a principle I 
admit next best, if placed under proper regulations, to granting long 
leases in lieu of alienating the freehold, supposing such long leases also 
with restrictions as to cultivation, and in blocks of not less than two 
square miles. I greatly, fear that the present system, which is lauded up 
as such a great improvement on the 80-acre system, will, in like mannerv 
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<*ome to grief) as practical men must know that the present limited 
holdings forbid the mixed system of management from being carried out 
successfully. I may here relate in support of the ancient three-course 
system, which 1 advocate, that I witnessed the same carried out in 
England in the counties of Northampton and Bedford from my boyhood 
until Enclosure Acts were passed, tne last in the year 1835 or 1836, 
where I observed moderate crops of wheat, such as had been regularly 
obtained for many hundred years, with little other manure than that 
left by sheep in foldinj?, and in grazing one year in three on the resting 
third of the unenclosed parishes. Such a course I deem to be especially 
required in this climate. But I must stay my hand, as I feel I have 
gone in to express opinions as to the future prospects, and left the 
descriptions of what has occurred in the past. At all events, after all 
the mistakes and accidents which were calculated to arrest the pro- 
-sperity of my adopted country, I have lived long enough to have seen 
my early anticipations of it fulfilled ; so I may be pardoned for 
digressing. 

Amongst the trials the early arrivals had to endure was the circum- 
stance that those who came out first with 80-acre land orders had to 
wait, as I have already explained, until the 134-acre orders had been 
exercised, when all the best land and the good waters were taken up in 
the central districts. Now one of the crying evils of absenteeism hereby 
created may be seen in the sections around the city, which are let at £1 
an acre and upwards — the cost having been only 12s. an acre, with one 
town acre given in tc each section. Further, all improvements, as 
fencing, buildings, &c., having: been made, I believe, in all cases at the 
cost of the tenants, not to mention local taxes also paid by them. And 
these absentee landholders, whether private individuals or a company, 
have up to this time escaped all contributions towards cost of Govern- 
ment in protection, and improvements by roads, bridges, &c., increasing 
the value of their properties. It appears strange that taxpayers have not 
before devised a scheme to reach tnese fortunate property holders. I 
think it may be accounted for from the circumstance that so many agents 
for absentees and Bank directors are returned as members in the two 
Houses of Parliament. By the almost universal prejudice against direct 
taxation the rich residents escape from their fair share of burdens, and 
absentees go scot free. 

The early purchasers of land in common experienced an act of injus- 
tice in the withdrawal of the mile of pasturage to each section promised 
under the original land orders, which privilege was soon withdrawn on 
the substitution of the delusive commonage provided under the District 
Councils Act, no proportionate reserve from sale being set apart, but on 
the contrary, every good acre of land, as well as inferior land, being from 
time to time sold, until the deceptive bait of commonage in many dis- 
tricts has been blotted out, and the necessity created of abandoning home- 
steads and sections to capitalists having the means to correct the errors 
of pushing the principle of concentration of population too far, as was 
originally done, in a country and climate wnere such a principle has 
proved a calamity to many industrious and respectable families of small 
means. It is argued that" time rectifies all these mistakes ; but then at 
the cruel injury of quiet people, who cling to a home with natural and 
^ommenable tenacity to the last. 
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The rule of making land a mere trading commodity is bad in morals^ 
and should not have been so universally adopted by successive Govern- 
ments in these colonies. It is to be hoped that the area system, with 
deferred payments, will check the emigration in future of the country 
population, and that a mixed system will by degrees be adopted on suffi- 
ciently large areas, as by no other course of management can the metro- 
polis and the central districts be supplied vnth prime meat at a moderate 
Srice, as a rule, in the varieties of seasons we are subject to. The 
uctuations we have experienced in the price and quality of butcher's 
meat have been injurious in the extreme. 

The small holdings, at first the rule, have also led to ^he enormous 
sums of money which have been expended lately in the purchase of im- 
ported draught horses, to the benefit of Victoria and Tasmania, which 
evil, however, is not likely to be continued, as the farmers with the in- 
creased size of holdings now obtainable will so many of them become 
breeders of that description of stock as in all probability to produce a glut 
in the market. The holders of leased runs at a distance and of a large 
size will now necessarily become sellers of store sheep, which may be 
brought down before shearing and sold to the farmers in the areas, acting 
as wool carriers to the advantage of all parties, and ultimately to the- 
public at large, when fattened on the extended farms in the areas. 
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CHAPTER XL 



Joseph Storey, the Head of the Black-faced Robbkbs. 

1 HAVE now ta give some account of a man who was not a convict before 
his arrival, but the son of convict parents. His name was Joseph Scorey. 
He was born in Van Diemen's Land, now known as Tasmania. In all 
matters relating to those of the prison class or breed who joined us from 
that beautiful island I feel inclined to keep up its original name, as these 
persons were amongst early settlers known as Vandemonians. Storey 
tirrived in the colony in 1837 or earlv in 1838, quite a young man. H!e 
finished a criminal career here on the 24th August, 1841, when his sen- 
tence of death was commuted to transportation for life as a burglar and 
the head of a gang called the '* Black-faced robbers " Shortly after I 
arrived I was introduced to this criminal, and this, fortunately for me, 
was the only occasion on which he came in my way, and certainly it did 
not prove advantageous to him. 

The Colonial Treasurer (Mr. Osmond Gilles), whose house adjoined 
the one I first occupied at the south-east end of the embryo city, had lost 
a pair of grey mares, which he had received from Tasmania in 1838. He 
asked me as a favour to look out for them in my rides, and to order any 
of my people to do the same. He soon received information about them, 
brouffht by a man from the new tiers, to the effect that he and his mate, 
Joseph Storey, had seen two light-grey mares passing their hut on the 
dray track. This man offered for a reward of £10 to go after them and 
bring them in, urging: that as the horses were travelling on as long as they 
had watched them, they supposed they would by the time he was speak- 
ing be a long way in the wild and unsettled bush. Mr. Gilles sent for 
me to speak to the man, who admitted he had come from Tasmania, on 
which an offer was made to him that if he or his mate, as a guide, would 
-accompany two persons on horseback, who would bring a spare horse for 
him, to look for the mares, he should have £5 on their being recovered. 
To this he agreed, saying his mate Storey would go, and it was arranged 
that the start should be as early as possible the following morning. Ho 
said Storey was a better bushman than he was. I was pressed to go 
as one, as a favour to the owner, and consented, one of Mr. Gilles's clerks 
to accompany me. We accordingly started before sunrise, leading a spare 
horse for Storey. I rode Prince, a horse I bought from Captain Hind- 
marsh, and followed the track up the spur then known as Chambers's Hill, 
and with the directions given found Storey's hut. After taking break- 
fast with these men, we started under Storey's guidance. The sun was 
obscured ; the hills were wrapped in foggy clouds, and so remained 
during the day — very unfavorable for discovering lost horses in a thick 
forest, where we often had to pass through an undergrowth of dripping 
shrubs, but highly favorable for the game designed and carried out by 
-our false guide. A f ter beating about for several hours, Storey taking us 
across deep gullies and over steep-sided spurs, I felt it was time to call a 
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halt to refresh men and horses. We had seen no tracks of horses. On a 
fresh start it appeared to us we were now taken on a wider course, and 
apparently across the same ridges and gullies, only more to the eastward. 
As the sun remained obscured, and we had no compass with us, I took 
great notice of the ground we passed over, and of the direction of the 
spurs and watercourses, for I began to suspect we were being sold. 
After going over many miles I found my horse showing signs of distress, 
and pulled up and dismounted, my companion and Storey doing the same. 
Watching an opportunity when Storey was some distance from the horse 
he had been riding, I said to my companion, who was no bushman, and 
acting under me — " Now is our time ; I will mount Storey's horse, you 
also moimt and take my horse by the bridle, and I will treat with 
Storey." I drew out of my pocket a small pistol, and presenting it at 
him as he came up, said — " Now you may make the best of your way 
home on foot ; you have been leading us about long enough." Then we 
left him and continued up the spur at the foot of which we had dis- 
mounted, believing that all the spurs we had crossed ran from the east 
side of the Mount Lofty range, and this conclusion we found to be cor- 
rect, for in less than an hour we attained the top of the main ridge, very 
wet and somewhat tired, after being in the saddle full twelve hours. 
Not long after we gained the summit the sun dipped below the bank of 
clouds, and to our joy we saw beneath us the infant city of Adelaide. 
On our right and north of us we could see Chambers's Hill, and we had 
time to make observations, by which we were convinced that the design- 
ing Storey had been leading us backwards and forwards in circles over 
ground entirely to the south of his hut, and so it did not require a conjuror 
to decide that the direction to expect to lind the mares in was to the north 
of the ground over which he had been misleading us, and that the mares 
had been planted, and might be only a short distance from the confeder- 
ates' hut. Horses and men weary, we passed down a main spur and 
direct across the then open plain, and reached home an hour after sunset. 
On the following day two mounted men were sent out with directions to 
search only to the north of Storey's location, and to be on the ground so 
early as to give no time for the mares to be replanted. They were soon 
found in a snug gully, about a mile from the hut, and so the scoundrels 
who planted them did not get even five pounds. 

The police from this time had plenty of work cut out for them by 
burglars as well as by cattle-stealers. About this period a gang of four 
cattle-stealers had been playing their game some time before the police 
got reliable information as to the principal parties engaged, and the 
locality where the slaughtering of the stolen beasts took place, as so many 
of the timber workers were deriving profit from this sort of crime. The 
information came to the police in this way. A man known as Black Joe, 
not a coloured man, but an European of dark complexion and of doubtful 
character, who kept a coffee-shop and worked a team of bullocks in the 
tiers, having lost one or mere of his cattle, suspected they had been 
slaughtered by this gang, and gave the names of four men as the guilty 
pirties, and said one of them v^as Joseph Storey. He said this gang was 
m the habit of bringing into certain gullies in the Mount Lofty range, 
where sawyers and splitters were located, small drafts of cattle, with 
which they supplied the tiersmen. Their custom was to. furnish their 
confederates, any one of whom on the mob b^\i\%\stcs^a2^^Tv<««^^^^tsss&. 
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chose a beast, which was there shot and slaughtered. The skinning beio^ 
partly accomplished, the part carrying the brand was as quickly cut off 
as possible, and thrust into a fire ready prepared. Afterwards the whole 
skin was cut up and bui-ned. The carcase, on being separated into con- 
yenient pieces for removal, was carried into the hut of the man to whom 
the beast had been delivered and there as cmickly as possible placed in the 
salting cask. Acting on this information, Inspector Tolmer and Sergeant 
Major Alford, with three troopers, took up a position on a spur or ridge 
fiX, the back of the new tiers shortly after sundown, as directed by Black 
Joe. It was not long before they discovered two fires at a distance in 
the gully below them. The darkness was increased by a drizzling rain. 
Two men were ordered to make their way down the spur to the mouth 
of the gorge and patrol there, and to arrest any men escaping. The 
ofi^cers gave their horses to a third man to hold, and as they thought they 
perceived a person about the fires, hastily started down the steep side of 
the spur, but owing to the darkness they soon found it to be more preci- 
pitous than they anticipated, and they quickly lost their footing, and after 
rolling over rocks found themselves at th« bottom ; but as they had their 
swords on a great rattle had been made, and they found no one at the 
fires. Here they waited till morning. On searching the partly burned 
pieces of hide they coidd not discover any brand marks in letters, but 
they secured some pieces with figure brands on them, the same being 
quite plain. They next commenced the search of huts in the gully they 
were in and in others, and found men at work salting meat, whicn had 
been killed over night. Portions of the skins secured were taken to 
town, and three of the men found salting the beef were taken into 
custody, and after the usual delay were put on their trial, but sufficient 
evidence could not be brought against them. The cattle were supposed, 
and with good reason, to have beeen stolen from the South Australian 
Company's cattle station at Inverbrackie. Tracks of a small mob were 
traced from that run to the neighborhood of the gullies where cattle had 
been recently slaughtered. The Company's stockkeeper produced in 
Court their figure brands, which exactly fitted the brands on the hide, 
but as he could not positively swear that the beait or beasts from which 
the patches of skins had been removed, having only numbers on them, 
belonged to the Company, the men were acquitted, and escaped punish- 
ment. These men were the receivers. Eleven of the jury stood out for 
conviction against one, but at length gave way. Although the man who 
had given the information to the police gave the mames of four men. 
Storey being one, sufficient evidence was not obtained to justify the 
arrest of Storey and his mates, but evidence was got that twenty-two 
head of cattle had been killed in one day in different places at the back 
of the New Tiers. The proceedings of this gang were, nowever, stopped, 
and a good look-out was kept up in that neighborhood afterwards. 

A few months after this Joseph Storey was arrested and lodged in 
the old gaol on charges of various burglaries. He had associated with 
him three others, of which gang he was the head, and they were called 
the " black-faced robbers." One of the four (Maitland, who arrived as 
an immigrant) was taken with him, but the evidence as to his identity 
was not clear enough, and he was discharged. Storey was committed 
to take his trial at the next Criminal Sittings on a capital charge, but 
getting impatient, managed to escape fiom.tnQ inaecMC^ maJkeihitt^Tiaon, 
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and now the police bad again to snend much time in the search for him. 
Two of his mates managed to evade the police, and, as was afterwards 
discovered, cleared out of the province. These were Big Ben and his 
mate. The former was a most desperate fellow. We were thus^ 
relieved of their presence. These four depredators, during the time they 
were engaged in their nefarious pursuits, occupied huts in the New Tiers, 
where they assumed the characters of sawyers or splitters, but their real 

Sursuit was fafter the cattle stealing was put an end to) to turn out after 
ark, and visit the plains to plunder where they could. On their com- 
mitting a robbery on a publican at Kensington of the name of Ball, they 
were recognised, and it was on his evidence that Storey was committed 
for trial. At the time Storey's ganjr were at work as burglars, two youths 
were also occasionally associated with them. They, however, were 
caught on charges of stealing in dwelling-houses in which the others were 
not implicated, and were committed for trial ; but both of them also 
managed to escape by jumping the gaol fence, as so many others had 
done. This was frequently accomplished, although guards were placed 
armed with carbines at the corners of the premises, in this manner : — 
When an escape was to be made some row was created by the numerous 
prisoners out in the yard, and then when the attention of the guard was 
taken up who was placed to cover a certain part of the fence, that part 
was rusned by one, or by two as in this case, and they were soon out of 
sight down the steep banks of the river, and their passage over the fence 
perhaps not observed. One of these youths (both at the time, I believe, 
under seventeen years of age), whose name I will withhold, and give his 

initial only as W , had been employed in a lawyer's office. H© was 

the son of a gentleman whom I knew to have filled the office of Mayor 
of one of our large manufacturing towns in England, and I was aware 
that two of the lad's uncles held hi^h positions in two of the largest towns 
in the old country. The other delinquent had com^* out as a ship boy in 

the same ship as W arrived in as a passenger, and was a runaway 

from his vessel and a very bad character, and had led the other astray. 
Both of these youths were recaptured. Some letters from the sisters of 

W to him fell into my hands. My wife had attended parties at his 

father's house. It is to be hoped that his family did not become aware 
of his disgraceful career in this colony. 

I now give the account of the manner in which Storey was taken by 
Sergeant Major Alford. In one of the many parties of police who were 
from time to time ordered out to retake the prisoners who had escaped 
from the custody of Mr. Ashton, governor, as he was called, over the nrst 
miserable gaol, Inspector Gordon was out with Setgeant-Major Alford 
and three troopers, who, when passing along the top of a high ridge to 
the north of the New Tiers, discovered Joseph Storey, one of the men 
whom they were after, scrambling up the opposite ridge. They were 
near enough as the crow flies to identify him. Mr. Alford seeing a kan- 
garoo dog following him took particular notice of the dog, that he might 
know him on any future day when he might mc^e use of him. Storey 
was away out of sight even before they could make their way into the 
intervening gully. As night was drawing near the Inspector ordered 
the return to quarters. (%i their way back, before they left the ranges, 
one of the troopers informed Inspector Gordon that he caurht «.v^^<^ <%. 
man escaping into a scrub. On nia ^o\ii\»\xv^ wiX. ^^e^ «^X* 'vsife ^<^«a^?^ -^«%- 
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ordered to spread, so as to intercept the fugitive. This movement was 
quickly made, and shortly after the Inspector called out to the Sergeant- 
Major, " I see a man squatting in the centre of that patch of thick 
dwarf teatree. This was a swamp. The men were ordered to dismount 

and arrest the man, who proved to be young W ; so although they 

did not succeed in catching Storey this day, they caught one of the 
escaped prisoners, his mate, the ship boy, was also soon afterwards 
taken; and these two were tried, found guilty, and transported to 
Sydney. Although these were not, on their arrival, of the convict class, 
tneir miserable exit may be justly attributed to the extensive impreg- 
nation of evil our community suffered from the large number of con- 
victs sent out to the adjoining colonies by the mother country, to relieve 
home society of her bad subjects, and concentrated in this part of the 
world, as it proved, to the great injury of our free colony. 

On this account I hold that the colony of South Australia had in 
the commencement a large claim on the British Government for more 
generous treatment than was awarded to it. 

Great exertions continued to be made to secure Joseph Storey 
and his two mates, who bad not yet been taken. Inspector Tolmer in 
one of the police excursions f )r this purpose, had with him Strgeant- 
Major Alford and more troopers than usual, so as to thoroughly scour 
the various gullies in the New and Old Tiers. On reaching the part 
where the preparation of timber was going on, Inspector Alford was 
called on one side by a man of the name of Josh. Lines, who was a 
connection of Mr. Alford's. (The officers and men were out in uniform, 
with their swords on, &c.) This man said to Mr. A. — " Harry, who are 
you after ?" " Storey." " Well, you will never catch him, there are too 
many of you, and you make too much noise with j-our swords. I saw 
Joe this morning close by. You go away and return in an hour, and I 
will tell you in what but you will find him, but do not let out I give you 
information, or I shall be killed. He is armed with pistols." Mr. 
Alford — '* Has he a kangaroo dog with him ?" " Yes, and mind you 
look out Harry, as he has threatened be will take your life." Having 
gained this clue the Sergeant-Major followed the Inspector and overtook 
him at Crafer's pub. He then asked his superior officer to allow him to 
return with two men to follow up some trace of Storey he had gained, 
to which he consented, and Alford selected privates Dawson and 
McMahon, with whom he went to work, and returned to the rendezvous, 
and met Lines, who said — " All is right, Storey is in Brown's hut ; he 
has got his dog with him." Arrived at the hut they saw a little boy at 
the door, and Storey's kangaroo dog not far off. The boy was asked — 
'' Have you seen anybody about to whom that dog belongs t" " Yes," 
he replied. "Do you know where he is now?" "No." "Has he 
pistols on him ?" " Yes." " My boy, if you speak the truth I will give 
you sixpence. Tell me if you know where the man is." " 1 do not 
know." " Where are your father and mother ?" " Up the rise, working." 
" Go and tell them I want them." Mr. A. with the men then searched 
the hut, but did not find any one within. He then supposed the escaped 
prisoner might be secreted outside. After examining the floors of the 
two rooms tb ascertain if under the bed or elsewhere there might be an 
opening to a cellar, but finding noue, he left one man at the door. With 
the other one be searched the scxub and gioxmd «tto\x\id. ^^ \i\3A*. Tke 
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<leg was still hanging about, and would not be driven away. From this 
the officer concluded that his master was secreted not far off. On the 
boy returning he said *^ his father and mother had gone away/' (So much 
for moral training.) Mr. Alford now re-entered the hut, and observing 
a wide slab shelf above the bed, which he had passed before as too 
narrow to cover a man, he ordered private Daws«n to jiunp on the bed 
and see what use it had been put to. On Dawson doing this he cried 
out — " There is a man lying here." " Jump down and both of you cover 
him with your carbines." The Sergeant-Major also drew a double- 
barrelled pistol, cocking and raising it, called out — " Storey, surrender 
yourself quietly, and first give up your firearms, handling the pistols by 
the muzzles, and present the butts to me, or you will be shot if you raise 
your weapons in any other manner." On this summons, and seeing four 
loaded barrels presented at him, he quietly succumbed, and after giving 
up his pistols as ordered came down, and was handcuffed. The loaded 
pistols which were found on him he had stolen after escaping from gaol 
from an armorer in King William-street. The prisoner was escorted to 
the horse police barracks, where they arrived a few hours after the In- 
spector, who was at the time taking a meal, and was called out to see 
the prisoner in the yard in charge of the two troopers, much to his 
surprise and pleasure, and exclaimed, " Alford, how did you manage to 
take him so soon after you left me ?" " Well, Inspector, I had the 
assistance of his dog." Readers must remember that all this work for 
the police was going on against white depredators at the same time the 
Government were embarrassed by the outbreak of the blacks on the 
River Murray, and at the time when Captain Grey arrived to carry out 
the stringent policy of retrenchment with which he was charged, and to 
displace our energetic Governor, Colonel Gawler. 
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CHAPTER XII. 



A Native Shot on Captain Bbbvor's Station. — Murder op Captain 

Brbvor by the Milemnura Tribe. 

I have mentioned that Captain Bromley was appointed as Interprieter in 

Elace of Mr. Cronk. He might be said to have lived with the blacks, as 
e had a small cottage at their location on the north side of the river, 
and opposite to where the gaol has since been built. Here the Govern- 
ment nad erected for the accommodation of the natives, huts or kennels, 
open towards the rising sun, and which with much trouble some of the 
blacks were induced to use for a time. But this was too great a departure 
from their previous habits, as such permanent sleeping places would 
require to be kept clean, and then as their bits of fires, according to their 
custom, were placed in front of the open part, when an east wind was 
blowing the dwellings were uninhabitable, and they could not effect a 
change of front, as they do vrith their customary wurlies formed of leafy 
boughs, which they cleansed when they moved to a fresh sleeping-place 
by putting a fire-stick in them. Here Captain Bromley livea until he 
was found dead in a water-hole in the river ; and her© the blacks con- , 
gregated when they were not away on hunting and fishing excursions. 
The Interpreter's duties were to serve out flour, sugar, tea, and blankets 
at certain times, and report to the Government anything serious which 
might happen. For some little time before the Interpreter's death, great 
dissatisfaction had been created amongst the natives on account of an 
inferiority in the quality of the rations with which he had to supply 
them. At this time flour had become very scarce and dear, and in place 
of that, oatmeal somewhat damaged, had been substituted. This they 
threw about in disgust, and with much grumbling and great complaints 
to Captain Bromley. The sugar was also said to be inferior. It was 
Captain Bromley's habit to fetch his own water from the river. On the 
morning of his death he had as usual gone down with his can, and was 
afterwards found dead in the waterhole. Suspicions were excited 
against the blacks ; he was found with his hands clenched, but with 
no marks of violence on his person, and there was no evidence to show 
that, as some people said, he had been pushed in, and held down under 
water by the natives, who were certainly at that time in a most angry 
mood about the altered rations. 

The question of the displacement of an aboriginal race has always 
been attended with great difficulties, but is one of those necessary pro- 
cesses in the course of Providence to bring about the improvement of 
the human race and the promised latter days. From my own experience 
with our natives, low as they have sunk, I am convincea that vmk ample 
means granted, and time, much good may be worked on them ; bat at 
the same time the introduction of civilised habits seems to be fatal to 
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their contiiiued existence, independently of the vices and diseases we 
have hrought among them, to our disgrace, and which have hastened 
their destruction. 

Before I took up my residence beyond the ranges I became acquainted 
with a Captain Beevor, who had a small sheep station towards the River 
Murray. He was a most amiable and gentlemanly man. On one 
occasion he complained to me of the blacks as bein^ very troublesome to 
him, and that he and his men had to be constancy on the look out to 
keep them away from his sheep. Shortly after this we heard that one 
of his men had accidentally shot a black. All who were acquainted 
with him were in distress on his account. Whether the occurrence 
reached the ears of the authorities or not I do not know ; at all events no 
steps, as far as I was aware of, were taken to enquire into the matter, 
nor did I ever speak to him on the subject. Shortly after this occurrence 
he called on me in passing my place, and told me he had given up his 
station, and was leaving for a distant part of the colony, namely, to form 
a station at Port Lincoln, and was about to remove his sheep overland . 
The next account I heard of him was that he had gone on an exploring 
expedition on the Port Lincoln side of the province. Then in a few 
years the news came that when encamped on the margin of an extensive 
patch of scrub, at seme distance from Port Lincoln, earlv in the morning, 
he had walked a short distance from his tent, and had sat down, when 
without any warning he was pierced by a large spear, thrown by an 
unseen hand, which killed him. No natives were known to be in the 
neighbourhood, nor did anj after this murder show themselves. It was 
not long afterwards that his friend Mr. Dark, a surveyor, was also killed 
by the natives. 

The only explanation I ever heard of the way in which the black 
man was killed by Captain Beevor*s shepherd was that on his rising one 
morning early, on looking out he perceived a native approaching the 
sheepyard, and that he motioned him to ^o away ; then as the warning 
was not complied with he fired, not aiming at the man, but the ball 
striking a stone ricochetted, and in rising pierced the vital part of the 
approaching native, who sprang into the air and fell dead on his face. 
From my own knowledge of Captain Beevor, I accepted this explanation 
as true, as did his neighbors, knowing that he would not have allowed or 
sanctioned an act of wanton cruelty to a native. It is a sad reflection 
that the white man, in seeking to occupy the countries the aboriginal 
races have previously wandered over, should have been under the neces- 
sity of taking their lives ; but I do without hesitallon assert that in 
South Australia the instances of wilful and unjustifiable destruction of 
them have been few in comparison to the cases of necessity. For my- 
self, I am thankful indeed that although I was much out in the busn, 
ana exposed to danger from the blacks, I was never brought into col- 
lision with them. I certainly kept on good terms with them, but I do 
not assume that my escape was in consequence of my treatment of those 
who were acquainted with me, but that I kept a sharp look-out when 
likely to meet with strange or wild blacks, as we called them, and never 
allowed suoh to come within range of their spears. 

A very few instances of unprovoked murder of whites by the 
natives have come within my own knowledge. I must not omit tAT^\s^ 
some such experiences which occuned. m \£a «d.^^ 5ijK^%^«si^*Q3s3^»\swss5^ 
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into this history that most unfortunate case of the killing of Captain 
Barker on the eastern side of the mouth of the Murray, although it 
occurred some years before the foundation of our colony, as I believe the 
tribe by which he was killed were afterwards p^uilty of other murders 
in our time, as such took place in the same district. 

. Captain Barker, a brother officer of Captain Sturt, b«th of the 30th 
regiment of the line, then partly quartered in Sydney, was ordered by Sir 
Balph Darling, Governor of New South Wales, on his way from Western 
Australia, " to visit and inspect the Gulf of St. Vincent and Encounter 
Bay, to explore and examine the country, to ascertain if the favourable 
report of it furnished by Captain Sturt on his return from his boat trip 
down the Murray River, to near its embouchure, founded only on the 
distant views which he was able to obtain of the country in passing up 
and down the river, was borne out by an actual inspection of it.'' I 
gather the following facts from the report of Mr. King, wlio accompanied 
Captain Barker. It appears that he, with a party, left their ship (we may 
presume at Holdfast Bay), and travelled on foot to the top of Mount 
LiSfty, from whence it may well be said, he had on all sides of him a most 
extensive and splendid prospect. From this elevation he made his way, 
principally through a dense forest, till he came to the exceedinjjly rich 
nats on his near approach to Mount l^arker (named after him), and con- 
tinued on from thence« to Lake Alexandrina and the Lower Murray or 
the Goolwa. Wishing to get a good view of the outlet to the sea, he left 
his party and swam across one of the channels, with his compass fastened 
on his head. From this meagre account, we are led to suppose that he 
must have cast off the greater part of his clothes, and did not carry arms 
with him. He was seen after leaving the water to ascend a high sand 
hummock, and then disappeared from their sight never to be seen again 
alive or dead by his people. As he did not return he was subsequently 
sought for by them, accompanied by a white sealer and a native woman 
from Kangaroo Island, and they ascertained he had been killed, and that 
his body was thrown into the stream and was carried out to sea. Here 
.was a noble man CHt down in the performance of the arduous duties he 
had almost completed. Of him, his comrade and friend, Captain Sturt, 
wrote : — " He was in disposition, as he was in the close of his life, in 
many respects similar to Captain Cook. Mild, affable, and attentive, he 
had the esteem and rep^ard of every companion, and the respect of every 
one under him. Zealous in the discharge of his public duties, honourable 
and just in private life, a lover and follower of science, indefatigable and 
dauntless in his pursuits, a steady friend, an entertaining companion. In 
him the King lost one of his most valuable officers, and his regiment on© 
of its most efficient members." I conjectured he was cast into the rapid 
swirl with his compass untouched, as they evidently got rid of his re- 
mains and all he had about him effectually, as nothing has since been dis- 
covered of anything he had with him. The compass, if remaining as 
fastened to his head, would keep his body from returning to the beach, 
and I think they dreaded to touch the compass, as they would think 
it to be some mysterious part of his person, as some of them thought the 
first man on horseback formed, with the horse, one animal, and, as was 
related to me by a river black who first saw Captain Sturt in his boat, and 
the one following him, he believed them to be two animals with " plenty 
heads and long arms." When it is considered that the whites, who have 
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take^ possession of so much of this fifth quarter of the world, as it has 
been called, have spread themselves out so widely, we may well wonder 
that so few lives have been lost, especially as some of us know how^ 
careless the majority of the people have been, and in how many instances, 
as reported in otlier colonies, our countrymen, to their disgrace, have 
treated the aboriginals with insult and injustice, as we have also in 
taking their land without adequate compensation. Having met some 
further particulars on my first visit to Mount Barker about seven years 
after Captain Barker fell, and as he was Bot seen by, or buried by friends, 
I felt much on the painful subject. Having met with a party «f blacks 
at or near the spot where he left his party and was aoout to put the 
crowning finish to his work, as well as to that of his friend Sturt, I 
-questioned the natives I there met with. Amongst them was a woman 
who could speak a few words of English. She had been recently stolen 
from the Adelaide tribe, and had been told by the black who had caught 
her, by what I could make out, as follows : — That the tribe would not 
have killed him only he ran away and would not stop when they gave 
him friendly signs, and so a spear was thrown at him, which made him. 
tumble down. She could not tell me of anything taken from him. I 
could gather that he was cut off by some who were secreted in ambush, 
and whom he had passed, so that he could not return towards his party. 
. I have considered it necessary to introduca the spearing of Captain 
Barker in this place, as it will be followed by the most heartrending 
description of the slaughter of the shipwrecked captain, passengers, and 
crew of the ill-fated brigantine Maria, on the strip of land between the 
Coorong and the sea, being the country of the Big Murray, or Milem- 
nura tribe of natives, and where also two sailors — Roach and his mate — 
were killed on visiting the wreck of the Fanny, which occurred some 
months before the Maria catastrophe. There is no doubt that these 
' murders, that of Captain Barker included, had all been committed by the 
same cruel tribe, as they were held in such dread by adjoining tribes that 
no other blacks could have intruded on their country to perpetrate such 
deeds. The prompt action of Colonel Gawler in bringing the principal 
<;riminal8 to punishment had the desired effect in deterring that savage 
tribe from a repetition of such unprovoked slaughters, as no murders by 
them, excepting that of McGrath, have been discovered since. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 



Murders of Sutlers by Natives — Pegler, Driscol, ani> 

duffield — also infanticide. 

In the early days of the colony a most impolitic order was issued by the 
Government to the settlers as to the treatment of the natives, viz., that 
they were not to employ them in work, in order to avoid an approach 
towards slavery. I ao not know if this emanated from the home authori- 
ties, but I suspect it did. At all events such bastard sentimentality was 
not generallv responded to or obeyed. On the one hand were the 
settlers requiring a number of little iobs to be done, and on the other the 
natives in want of food and the requirements of civilization as to clothing, 
which they were immediately called on to respect ; their skin which 
nature had afforded them, with on stated occasions a few stripes of white 
or red paint, and sometimes a small girdle round the loins, being all they 
had previouslv found necessary, except when in cold weather they chose 
to wear wallal)y or opossum rugs from their shoulders. Nevertheless, if 
the Government had from the first treated them as the natural owners of 
the land and lords of the soil, to wh^m an ample provision had to be set 
apart to enable thfem to lead an idle and independent life, there would 
have been some justice if not sense in such a proposition. But as in the 
progress of settlement of their country by our intrusion their game must 
oe either destroyed or driven back, they would have been without means 
of subsistence in the absence of an appropriate equivalent. The question 
is, has justice been done them P I say it has not, and I think the con- 
trary will not be asserted. 

As to the order not to employ them, I for one, when applied to by 
them for food or clothing, made it a rule to give them a job more or less 
slight, and paid them accordingly, thinking if their necessities drove 
them to beg, degrading habits would be set up, and that it was our duty 
to induce them to adopt habits of thrift and industry. It is proper to 
relate that after the arrival of Colonel Gawler right steps, as far as they 
went, were adopted. Mr. Cronk retired as interpreter on the appoint- 
ment of Captain Bromley. Dr. Wvatt, who had been appointed as 
Protector of Aborigines by Captain flindmarsh, was succeeded by Dr. 
Moorhouse, who had his appointment from home, and who, with the 
scanty means supplied to him, did all in his power to ameliorate the con- 
dition of the natives and raise them in the scale of humanity, following up 
the attempts Dr. Wyatt had made. But such a desirable object has scarcely 
ever been . attended with success to any such extent as philanthropist* 
desire, proving that low and depraved feeding and habits acquired during 
ages reduce even man to a state of physical degradation from which an 
improvement is next to an impossibility, at any rate with adults. One of 
the first steps adopted in this colony for their benefit was the establish- 
ment of a school for the young, and as some of the scholars in subsequent 
years became my servants I shall with pleasure show that some moral 
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good arose from tliat establishment, and that good impressions were not 
lost in all instances by such scholars after many years of wandering and 
mixing chiefly with untaught members of their own or other tribes. 
The policy of placing the school in the city, nevertheless, was accom- 
panied with great evils and drawbacks, as it &f necessity led to the adults 
flitting down there also, and thus the worst vices of the town were only 
too readily acquired and adopted by them. If the Government, instead 
of a few detached sections which have been from the first set apart as 
aboriginal reserves, had appropriated or devoted blocks of sitocient 
extent near fishing and hunting grounds, and there formed native stations 
sucii as that ^.fterwards founded at Poonindie by Archdeacon (now 
Bishop) Hale, and at Point McLeay under the Aborigines' Association, 
tind had continued to carry out such a system of reserves of land, with 
grants of money, all over the colony, in anticipation of settlement, a 
righteous justification would have been gained for our occupation of 
their land without conquest or purchase, and in compensation for the 
destruction of their game, and natural habits, and laws. We had been 
received as friends, and now where are the original lords of the soil, and 
in what state ai^e the few who remain in any of our settled districts ? 

Before any measures had been adopted for their improvement it is 
recorded that one white man was killed near the river below the town. 
This was previous to my arrival. The name of the man was Pegler. It 
was ascertained that he was killed by two natives named William and 
■George, brothers. Their native names I have not learned. He was 
pierced through the heart by a sharpened kangaroo bone, passed in a 
slanting direction down from the neck, whilst under the influence of 
drink. This man, it was said, had insulted the natives by intruding on 
them at a corroboree, and had placed himself between two black women 
belonging to the men who killed him, and was ordered off. On his 
retiring he was followed and found asleep by the two brothers, one of 
whom killed him. The blacks gave as a further reason that some of 
their dogs had been killed by a white man. On the information reaching 
the Governor, the Protector and another officer were sent down to en- 
quire into the sad affair. The further particulars which I give I received 
from Br. Wyatt, then acting as Protector of Aborigines. 

Dr. Wyatt having obtained information as to the native who actually 
had given the death wound, afterwards sought out the blacks, and 
-coming upon their encampment, accompanied by Mr. G. M. Stephen, 
enquired for the murderer. He was pointed out to them far up a gum 
tree. As the white men could not climb up to him, and the men of his 
tribe declined to do so, they had only to wait to see if words would 
bring him down. After some time he descended, and whilst standing 
amongst his tribe all in a state of excitement, on the two officials 
Approaching him he quietly allowed them to take him into custody. The 
scene of his brother caressing him and shedding tears was most affecting. 
He was placed in charge of the marines, who allowed him to escape, and 
not mucn trouble was taken to recover him. The conduct of the man 
killed was proved to have been so bad that little wonder was felt as to 
the extreme punishment he had received. This black was subsequently 
hung for the murder of another white man. 

Dr. Wyatt had devoted much time and attention to gain a knowledge 
of the language of the blacks, and succeeded in o\Aa!\\£«k!^ ^JiwsvsSa \.^S5J^ 
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words. In this research he discovered that they had found the necessity 
for creating fresh words, to represent objects new to thorn, one for 
instance for trousers, quite a new article and requiring a name ; their 
new word expressed Ieg->covering, thus showing much inrenuity. Dr. 
Wyatt, accompanied with Mr. Mann, then Advocate-Greueral, was 
subsequently directed by the Goyernor to visit Encounter Bay, to enquire 
into the murder of a sailor of the name of Driscol, belonging to the ship 
South Australia. The native who killed Driscol wati found by them to 
be in confinement on board the ship in irons, and evidently under very 
harsh treatment. It appeared on enquiry that a fight had occurred 
between Driscol and the black man about one of his lubras ; that the 
sailor had been guilty of very bad conduct; and that on making a 
criminal assault on the native^s favourite lubra a desperate fight took 
place, which resulted in the death of the white man ; so that this case 
was not taken to the Supreme Court, as it could only have resulted in a 
verdict of manslaughter. As to the mode of taking the life of Pegler, 
Dr. Wyatt has recently explained to me that they adopted a most artistic 
mode of performing the operation in that the first case we have an 
account of. 

1 have to relate a subsequent case of deliberate murder performed 
on the same principle, only the instrument was passed upwards into the 
vitals. I will endeavor to describe the instrument which had such 
deadly effect with so little to be seen on the surface of the skin of the 
murdered men. It was made in one case out of the shank-bone of a 
kanp:aroo ; in the other of the shank-bone of an emu, say twelve or fifteen 
inches in length, shaved down by pieces of quartz or glass, as it were, 
split in half and one end worked to an extremely fine point, which the 
close texture and the strength of the bones allowed, in the form of a 
scoop, the sides also carrying fine sharp edges. I was told soon after I 
arrived that the old men or doctors of the tribes had devised this mode 
of taking and shutting up the lives of the white men, so as on the with- 
drawal of the instrument, and pressing down the small half-circular flap^ 
little blood could escape, and the spirit would not pass out, as they believed, 
to trouble them. In relating circumstances exhibiting their original and 
native habits, I can mention one described to me by Dr. Wyatt of a very 
touching character. 

It has been always asserted that one of the shocking customs of the 
natives of this continent was infanticide. I give the facts related to me 
by the doctor, which prove that the destruction of recently bom female 
children was a tiibal policy and custom, and a sad crime against nature 
and motherly feelings. 

Amongst the early settlers were many who had the kindest feelings 
towards a race of human beings just one step removed above the beasts 
that perish. One lady, especially interested in their behalf, having heard 
that a lubra had been confined of a female child, and that the tribe were 
about to kill it, sent to Dr. Wyatt, urging him to visit the blacks* en- 
campment without delay with which request the Protector immediately 
complied. Arrived at the wurlies on the north side of the river, the 
woman was pointed out to him. He found her sitting up, with the 
recently-born female child lying on the bare ground by her side, nothing 
having been done to the poor uncovered infant. Close at hand stood » 
idle-looking bkckfellow^ just on the point of killing the child. A stop 



Experiences of Colonial Life, 71 



being put on proceedings, the naother was remonstrated with, to which 
she rejplied that the act decided on by the tribe had her consent, as one 
of their customs. 

Dr Wyatt observed a stout boy, about four years of age, standing 
and taking nourishment from the mother's breast. He had been advised 
by the kmd and motheriy woman who had sent him down to endeavour 
to get the mothor tD put the infant to her breast. After some persuasion 
she did this, ard then motherly affections were excited, as the lady had 
predicted. 'lua the life of the child was saved. It is well here to mention 
that I have on several occasions seen a boy of three or four years of age 
standing up and taking his nourishment from the mother in a similar 
manner, and on my enquiring where the recent infant was, I have been 
told that it was dead, and 1 admit that at the time I did not suspect that 
the child had been killed. From Dr. Wvatt I have been informed that 
the reasons given to him for such a barbarous custom were that the 
tribes being generally at war, they stole females from one another, and so 
each tribe wished to have as few young girls to tempt their enemies as 
possible. Such barbarous customs are almost too revolting to be related, 
but a true history demands it. As the tribes on the settled part of the 
country became partially civilised I believe such a cruel custom was 
seldom, if ever, resorted to, but a kind of barter took the place of it, of 
which I became cognisant. A young man having a sister could exchange 
her for a girl of another tribe, vrith the father, the brother, or cousin of 
the girl he desired to acquire, giving his own relative in exchange. Such 
cases I became aware of in my intercourse with the natives as an 
employer of them. 

I have now to relate the sad murder of a quiet and confiding shep> 
herd, which I have alluded to, by three blacks, in order to obtain a sheep. 
With a friend, Mr. Osmond Gilles, I had formed a joint sheep-station 
about four miles to the north of Adelaide, each having a separate flock 
and shepherd, we dividing the expense of the hut. My friend's shep- 
herd's name was Dufiield ; my flock, under the charge of a man named 
Miles, ran west ; Duffield's flock ran east. This was, at the time, the 
farthest out-station. Miles had followed me from England, and stipu- 
lated that I should furnish him with a gun and a brace of small pocket- 
pistols, with suitable anamunition. He held the blacks in such dread that 
he would not allow them to come near him. He never wert oat without 
his gun in his hand and pistols in his pocket, and when he chanced to 
meet any of the blacks, he would wave them off to keep at a distance, 
and would produce from his pofcket one of his pistols, and say, ^* Pica- 
ninny gun, plenty more." I give these particidars to account for the 
cautious and planned proceedings the murderers adopted to kill his com- 
rade, DujQ&eld, who, unfortunately for himself, acted on all occasions in a 
confiding manner with the natives, and gave every encouragement to 
them, aflowing them to walk about vrith him, saying when his mate re- 
monstrated with him, " Poor creatures, we are taking their country from 
them !'' but he put his trust in them once too often. He never carried 
arms. On their attack on him they acted as if they thought he might 
have picaninny guns in his pocket. On the alarming news being brought 
to me that Duffield was lying on the plain dying or dead, I lost no time 
in going out with a conveyance, and finding the poor felloe \kV<^^:t^Xt^ 
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and suffering the greatest agony, I brought him into town that 
he might have all the attention hia case required. With much diffi- 
culty he told me that three black men were walking with him quietly, 
one on each side of him and one behind, conyersinff in friendly terms. 
One of them asked him suddenly for a sheep. On his saying ** No,*' be 
received a severe blow from the one behind him with a heavy waddy, and 
fell down insensible, but shortly became conscious, and felt he had been 
pierced upwards^ from just below his ribs. He said he saw one of them 
withdraw the instrument he used. He spoke with such difficulty that I 
thought his vitals had been pierced ; yet on examining him at the spot he 
pointed out, I could perceive very small marks of blood, and the wound 
was closed, and was to all appearance such as would be seen after a heavy 

Sressure of a man's thumb nail ; the small flap must have been pressed 
own, as I have stated in Dr. Wyatt's account of the death-wound in- 
flicted on Pegler ; but in this case a most treacherous and cruel action 
was committed without provocation. Duffield was without loss of time 
placed under medical treatment. On examination it was found that the 
fine and sharp instrument used had been passed a short distance under 
the skin and then pressed downwards, and had passed through the lungs. 
I must explain that DufSeld,as he informed me, was on his back, that is 
on his head and shoulders, that a black named Rodney was placed 
between his le^s, which were held up by a black behind Rodney's back, 
and so the sharp bone was conveniently used. The instrument used was 
a finely-sharpened and thin leg-bone of an emu. 

Every attention was exercised to relieve the sufferer, but nothing 
could save him ; he lingered about forty-eight hours. Singular to relate, 
the shepherd's faithful dog, unaided, gathered the scattered sheep, took 
them home, crossed the river with them, and placed them in the fold, 
less only three, stolen or lost. Dufl&eld gave the name of the principal 
murderer as Rodney, a villainous fellow, who had not long before this 
killed his lubra ; Cronk, the interpreter, found her body and buried it. 
"VMiilst I was attending on the poor sufferer Duffield, unknown to me a 
meeting of the inhabitants took place, as great excitement was caused, 
and some intemperate men proposed that a party should go out armed 
and take summary vengeance on the blacks. Unfortunately, at this time, 
the Governor, Colonel Gawler, was away from the seat of government 
on an exploring expedition. Dr. Wyatt, the Protector, was also absent 
at Encounter Bay, with Mr. Mann, the Advocate-General, on official 
bnsiness, enquiring into the death of Driscol at that southern station. 
In this unfortunate complication of difficulties, moderate measures were 
happily adopted at the meeting, as by a resolution passed, in the absence 
of tne proper authorities, fpur gentlemen were requested to investigate 
the matter, viz., Messrs. D. McLaren, J. B. Hack, and one whose name 
I forget, with Mr. John Brown, Immigration Agent. Mr. Brown for some 
time declined, not wishing to interfere out of his department, but 
eventually was persuaded to act, desirous to prevent any retaliatory 
action, bn the return of Governor Gawler he sent to Mr. Brown a 
written censure on his conduct, and callintr for an apology or his resig- 
nation. Mr. Brown's explanation not being satisfactory, he was sum- 
marily dismissed. I am not able to say if misunderstandings antecedent 
assisted to cause the Governor to take this severe step, but I have reason 
to think such was the case. 
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Although Rodney was such a barbarous aboriginal, he was allowed 
to escape after being captured, and as far as I remember did not turn up 
again. He might have oeen killed by his own tribe, as was customary 
among them, to get rid of a troublesome member. I am sorry to say 
that the above sad murders, harrowing as they were, were exceeded far 
in atrocity by others as committed by the natives, and bring to 
remembrance one instance of a brutal murder of an old black man by an 
overland white man, on whom retribution soon fell as will be related in 
a future chapter. There were also instances of more serious 
collisions between the two races. On the whole, however, I can say 
that this colony stands alone in the inf requency of such sad occurrences 
as compared with other communities in this part of the world, which 
had gone forth to carry out the divine command ** to increase and 
multiply, and replenish the eart^ and subdue it." 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



Wbslbyans. — Wreck op the brig Fanny with the Rev. W. 
longbottom. — kindness op natives. 

At the end of the month of June, 1838, the brig* Fanny, from Hobart 
Town, bound to Western Australia, was wrecked on the sandy beach to 
the east of the mouth of the River Murray. At that time the number 
of the inhabitants of South Australia did not exceed six thousand, and 
to supply the spiritual wants of such a population we had two ministers 
of religion, viz., the Rev CM. Howard (Episcopalian) and the Rev. T. 
Q. Stow (Congregational), who were, as I have shown in a previous 
chapter, eminently qualified to fulfil the sacred duties they had under- 
taken, and highly valued by their congregations. These two good men 
did not confine themselves to narrow sectional action in the performance 
of their vocations. At that time the Wesleyan Methodists had only a 
small staff of class-leaders and local preachers, appointed at a small 
meeting of members, so that with the rapid increase of population from 
the frequent arrivals of shiploads of passengers, assisted emigrants, and 
well-to-do settlers, there was ample room for additional authorised 
clerical workers. One more worker in God*s vineyard was, however, 
unexpectedly provided. The Rev. Mr. Longbottom and his family being 
dispatched by the authorities of the Wesleyan body in Tasmania to fill 
a post in Western Australia, on his way there, on board the Fanny, was 
landed on our southern coast by the wreck of that vessel, and so placed 
by an act of Providence, overriding man's designs, to work in a field of 
usefulness in our province. He and his family, with the crew, were 
most mercifully saved from the raging billows, and on the wild beach 
were kindly received and succoured by the untamed blacks on or within 
a short distance of the spot where the passengers and captain of the 
Maria were subsequently slaughtered. As no whites survived from the 
Maria to give any account which might explain the cause of the different 
conduct of the natives towards th^m it must remain a mystery to all 
time. It has been communicated to me that in the case of the Fanny 
the Rev. Mr. Longbottom and the captain exercised to the last a sufficient 
influence — not only on the natives, but also on the sailors — to restrain 
them in their conduct. 

I will now give Captain Gill's statement, as published in the Register 
of September 8th, 1838, in which he gives a report of the accident which 
befel his ship, and a pleasing description of the means by which he safely- 
conveyed his passengers and crew across the outer channel of the Murray, 
and delivered them at the whaling station at Encounter Bay, and his 
flattering opinion of the natives, as he found them so marvellously 
different from their subsequent conduct. Captain Gill relates : — 

" Tl e Fanny left Van Dieman's Land on the 9th Jime, 1838, and 
when off Kangaroo Island, on the 16th, encountered a succession of 
heavy gales from W.S.W., which drove her to leeward. On the 2l8t 
the ^ale increased, and the squalls with rain became more violent. About 
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half-past 1 a.m. the sea broke on board in all directions. We had now 
Coaled in about four hours from 30 to 7 fathoms water, and all attempts 
to sail were ineffectual. Every sea threw the vessel's head round oif ; 
sometimes she was above water, and at other times it may be said she 
was below water. When the soundings decreased to 3^ fathoms the 
lead was laid in. Now a heavy breaker hove her into the trough of the 
sea, and we were up to our waists in water. She now struck the ground 
forward, the following sea made a passage over her fore and aft, and we 
were up to our necks in water. I ascended the forerigging, and for the 
first time saw land, which appeared a low dark ridge. As soon as the 
vessel was broad side on, which was shortly after striking, I endeavoured 
to swim ashore with the end of the lead-line, but it being too short I was 
obliged to slip and swim ashore clear, though not until the line had 
drawn me two or three times under water. In a few minutes two of 
the men came on shore with a line, when by that I returned to the ship, 
and conveyed through the surf the little boy, son of our passenger. Mrs. 
lA)ngbottom waa unfortunately put over the side the very moment I told 
the people to hold on, and so was some time under water, from which we 
were able to recover her, but not until she was greatly exhausted. [And 
she had in that state to be conveyed through the surf.] In about htdf an 
hour all hands were on shore." 

This would be about sundown, and the only shelter which the ship- 
wrecked people had was such as the sandhills afforded, and there they 
had to pass their miserable first night on shore, at this the coldest part of 
the year, in their saturated garments, without fire or food. Captain 
UiU's narrative continues : — 

" On the following morning at daybreak we (he and some of the 
crew) returned to the vessel, and got on shore such of our clothing and 
provisions as were at hand. Shortly afterwards the gale freshened, and 
the surf beat over the vessel with increased violence. In surveying the 
coast around us I was much surprised to observe an expanse of water 
inland ; a series of lagoons extended east and west as far as the eye 
could reach, separated from the sea by a sort of peninsula about three- 
quarters of a mile in breadth, the lagoons appearing from three to four 
miles across, and as far as I could judge, about six feet deep. In the 
course of the morning we were visited by nine natives, who brought us 
a firestick, and showed us their fresh waterholes, and were every way 
well disposed during our stay amongst them, which was about seven 
weeks, and showed us the greatest friendship. They were decidedly the 
most inoffensive race I ever met vnth." 

After the failure of several attempts to reach the whaling station at 
Encounter Bay, they were joined by Captain Tyndal, master of the 
Elizabeth, who had been wrecked in Rivoli Bay, over fifty miles to the 
eastward, and who walked overland with part of his crew to Adelaide, 
and reported the two wrecks as having occurred. The dingy which 
Captain Gill had recovered, after being repaired and lengthened about 
six feet, was launched upon the lagoons (i.e., the Coorong). In this boat, 
witu two men. Captain Gill sailed westward to the sea entrance of Lake 
Alexandrina (or the Murray MouthV Here they were joined by four 
men who had walked along the sea oeach. They all crossed the estuary 
in the boat, and arrived at the fishery. Captain Gill's account goes ou tc\^ 
»By: — 
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''My object was now to procure a whaleboat to bring up from 
the wreck Mr. and Mrs Longbottom and child, whom we had left 
behind with three men. I did not wish to risk them in the small boat, 
which was leaky, and then the passage out was unknown to me. On 
these accounts t deemed it desirable that they should remain behind 
until a better boat could be procured, and the nature of the passage could 
be ascertained. After considerable trouble I succeeded in getting a 
whaleboat and prepared to start with three men, including a native, 
whom I found yery useful. In the meantime I dispatched the small boat 
back with two men to inform Mr. and Mrs. Longbottom of our success, 
and to instruct them to be in readiness for their departure. I must now 
remark that the passage we had crossed was the same where Sir John 
Jeffcott and Captain Blenkinsop, with part of their boat's crew, were 
lost from the swamping of their boat in attempting to go out last year. 
The information I received about this estuary was that there was a long 
succession of long rollers that never failed to roll heavily, even after a 
continuance of easterly weather ; that they had a perpendicular fall of 
five or six feet ; that a number of sealers and whalers, all good boatmen, 
had made several ineffectual attempts to get in ; that one gentleman 
had waited three weeks off the entrance with a cutter of about 20 tons 
endeavouring to effect an entrance, but failed; that the current was 
always running out, and other reports equally absurd and vague. In 
our most recent and best charts we are informed that the passage from 
Lake Alexandrina to Encounter Bay is impracticable even for boats. I 
now give the result of my own observation and experience." When this 
report was published Mr. PuUen had not passed in and out. He entered 
in a whaleboat on the 26th of September, 1840.1 " The first time I 
crossed this passage was during a fresh gale from the eastward, and the 
fiood tide was running in strong, perhaps at the rate of three knots an 
hour. After leaving our luggage I returned to the eastern side, and 
brought over the remainder of our small party of men, the boat being too 
small to venture with all in one trip. On this second trip ia the small 
boat we experienced a squall, with hail and rain, which so darkened the 
air that, although the distance is only half a mile, for about 20 minutes 
we could not see the land, and those on shore could not see the boat.'' 

Captain Gill having procured a whaleboat determined to proceed 
along the coast to be nearer the sea mouth, and then by the use of a pair 
of bullocks, which he procured from Mr. Harper at the Bay, proceeded 
to drag the boat over the sandhills, and launch it into the western outlet 
{i.e., into the Goolwa). After encountering many difficulties in 
attempting to track the boat he at last succeeded. The party now pro- 
ceeded along the lagoons (the Coorong), but when a few miles east of the 
estuary he met the little boat, with Mr. and Mrs. Longbottom and son, 
and two of the crew. 

.Captain Gill continues : — "The little dingy was dispatched back to 
the camping-place, and I returned with the passengers across the estuary, 
and put up for a day or two at the native huts, where we had spent tne 
preceding night. In the morning sailed to the estuary, and found the 
wind and tide both strong out, and it was therefore necessary to wait 
until low water slack, which enabled me to survey the harbour's mouth 
from the high eastern head. About midday, being low water, we sailed 
out under a close-reefed sail, the wind being N.N.W., and there was not 
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a single breaker in the channel, nor did I perceive any bar. The lead I 
had made for the purpose of sounding proved to oe too light to be 
depended on with the boat's rapid sailing. Although our boat was con- 
siderably lumbered, she did not ship a spoonful of water. It would 
have been to me wonderful if I had not succeeded in getting out with 
ease and safety.'* 

Yes, it may be added, under such favourable and providential 
circumstances as have been seldom experienced in the same passage. To 
Captain Gill belongs the credit of being the first man who either sailed 
or rowed safely through the Murray Mouth outwards in any kind of 
craft. 

It is hardly necessary to record that the shipwrecked passengers and 
crew were kindly and hospitably received by the small number of 
settlers then resident at Encounter Bay qt in the neighbourhoodi the 
larger part being whalers. 

A vessel from Sydney (the lady Wellington, Captain Develin), which 
had met with adverse weather, and after much knocking about, did not 
reach her destination. Fort Adelaide, until she had expended eight 
weeks and two days on the passage), had called in at the Bay after 
visiting sundry ports of refuge on her way. In this ship the Rev. Mr. 
Longbottom and his family obtained a passage to Adelaide, and on this 
short sea trip further accidents might not have been anticipated, but they 
were again called on to suffer inconvenience, as Captain Develin on 
endeavouring to cross the outer bar at Port Adelaide entrance stuck fast, 
and there had to discharge his passengers and goods, as the ship's back 
was broken. Amongst the passengers was Mr. Emanuel Solomon and 
members of his family, to whom tne greater part of the cargo belonged. 

Mr. Solomon had arrived to establish a house of business in connec" 
tion with his brother, Mr. V. Solomon, of Sydney. Of this, one of our 
first mercantile establishments, and of Mr. Emanuel Solomon, I shall in 
a futhre number have matters to relate, as Ibrming part of our public 
experiences. Mr. E. Solomon remained to the last a determined sup- 
porter of the young colony he had joined, and lived long enough among 
us to witness the high position we have attained by the untiring energy 
exercised by him and otner old colonists sticking to their adopted land 
through good and evil report, adversity and prosperity, as thorough 
colonists. 

The broken-backed Lady Wellington was got off the bar, and 
floated up the stream and ancnored below the old Port. 

The Rev. ^ r. Longbottom was received in Adelaide with enthu- 
siasm by the inhabitants ; he was, with his family, hospitably accommo- 
dated by Mr. E. Stephens, the manager of the South Australian Bank, 
in his small wooden residence on the first camping ground, now occupied 
by the Railway Station, until a temporary residence could be provided. 
Subscriptions were raised to replace some of Mr. L.'s losses, but his 
library and papers could not be restored to him. The small number of 
the Church to which he belonged gladly availed themselves of his 
services, and looked upon his arrival as a godsend. He arrived among 
them about the 1st September, 1838. 

On the 25th May, the previous year, a meeting had been held in th« 
house of Mr. S. Stephens, as per minute-book, at which a society was 
formed called the Wesleyan Methodist Society. EVhAe^^^tawos^ ^k^^\sw 
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tbeir nimes ^a small beginning thin) ; two class leaders were appointed, 
and two local preachers received on trial for three months. On Septeno.- 
ber 31st a local preacher was appointed — not one of those who had offi- 
ciated on trial, but still one of the original fifteen, of whom eight were 
men. Out of these, including the Secretary, six officers were appointed. 
Services were first performed in a small reed hut on the banks of the 
Torrens; afterwards the kitchen of Mr. K. Stephens was used.^ In 
March, 1838, the foundation-stone of a substantial chapel was laid in 
Hindley-street. Since May, 1837, the church had increased to six local 
preachers, seven class-leaders, fifty members, and about one hundred 
school children." (Ofiicers still out of proportion to members.) " They 
did not cease to pray that God would send them a good shepherd; 
of this, however, ther' seemed little or no likelihood." "The 
history of churches, as well as of individuals, will often furnish 
illustrations of the truth that God accomplishes His designs by unlikely 
means. While the infant Church in Adelaide was praying that a 
minister might be sent to them, and when they saw no likelihood of their 
desires being granted, a series of circumstances were transpiring which 
resulted in the settlement of a minister among them, and that, too, in a 
manner remarkable and unexpected." I continue to make extracts from 
the life of the Rev. D. J. Draper : — " No one will be surprised to learn 
that the Wesleyan Methodists of Adelaide regarded the accident which 
landed the Rev. Mr, Longbottom as a special providence, as it has been 
before pronounced in this chapter — saved as they were from the raging 
sea. The hearts of savage blacks softened to receive and succour the 
distressed people on or within a short distance of the ensanguined spot 
where at a subsequent period the most shocking murders took place, as 
it must have been by part of the same tribe, if not by some of tne same 
wild and benighted natives." 

Such was the beginning of the Wesleyan Methodist Church in this 
colony, and from such a small start, and the difficulties through which 
the members have struggled and with Z3al worked up to the present 
time, they can now with commendable pride point to their imposing 
buildings, not only in the city, but throughout the whole colony. Their 
churches, schools, and college are fully attended, and should greatly 
assist in dispelling ignorance and vice, and in exhibiting to the Christian 
world a population where peace and harmony prevail amongst all those 
who call themselves Christians, under whatever denomination. It is to 
be hoped they will help greatly to bring about the promised day when 
will be forgotten all those distinctive names which in fact have arisen 
and are kept up by the present weakness and selfishness of human nature. 
I hope in future numbers to give our happy experiences of the doings of 
other denominations in the order in which they came to the front. 
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CHAPTER XV. 



Wreck of the Rev. D. J. Deapeb. 

In the previous chapter, having given the arrival of the Rev. — Long- 
bottom, saved from shipwreck and the savage blacks on the southers 
coast, and his reception with open arms by the small number of Wet- 
leyans then in the colony, I now propose to give a brief account of his 
actions after he accepted the post of drst preacher of that communion ; 
also to give a brief account of the work of his successor, the Rev. D. J. 
Draper, in building up what Mr. l.ongbottom commenced. I shall 
presently give some extracts from the published life of the Rev. Mr. 
Draper, presenting the heartrending picture of the last moments of that 
good man, when he spent his latest breath in comforting the large num- 
ber (169) of the crew and passengers before they were engulfed with 
him by che foundering of the steamship London. 

Before the arrival of Mr. Longbottom, an organisation of members 
of his denomination had been made, starting with fifteen persons. Shortly 
after this, a small chapel was built in Hindley-street. In this building 
Mr. Longbottom was able to officiate on his arrival ; and, in this respect, 
he found himself placed in much more favourable circumstances than 
were the two ministers of religion who preceded him when they arrived, 
for they had to gather their flocks, and assist with their own hands in the 
erection of mere temporary coverings in which to hold worship. In the 
natural order of things, Mr. Longbottom would, feel some embarassment 
at finding such a large proportion of officers to members, and would have 
some anxiety as to future means and management. And here, in giving 
& correct account of the " early experiences" in founding the Churches in 
this colony, it is proper to relate of this Church that after the ministra- 
tions of so good a man, and one so universally beloved as Mr. Longbottom 
was, dissentions arose as recorded in the life of the Rev. Mr. Draper, 
which narrative gives the history of Wesleyan Methodism in South Aus- 
tralia. These dissentions do not appear to have ceased until Mr. Draper's 
firm and influential rule as Superintendent was pxerciaed. 

The founder of the Wesleyan Church, the Rev. John Wesley, 
certainly in the organisation he prescribed did not adopt any approach to 
a democratic form of government for the management of the section of 
the Christian Church which he founded, nor has any such principle, as 
far as I know, been admitted into the Wesleyan Methodist connection 
:since his time. It appears to me, as an outsider, and from a perusal of 
the Rev. J. C. Symons's work, from which I shall now quote pretty 
freely, that in the early steps which were taken to appoint office bearers 
out of so small a number of members more zeal than discretion was 
displayed, and I am under the impression that the difficulties which 
occurred in the early days to this Church may be attributed to the pro- 
ceedings of a democratic character which were nQces&&tvV^ ^^<s^\»^ Sa^ 



80 Early Recollections and 



electing officers from so small a number as then presented themselves, 
which almost amounted to self-election. It is not necessary to enlarffe 
upon this state of things further than to say that when the iirst difficm- 
ties were got over, and some ballast was got rid of, the Church rebounded 
and rose to its present strength and state of harmony. 

^' In about eight years from the commencement of the Rev. Mr. Long- 
bottom's services, and including his second appointment, five preachers 
in succession occupied the post. Not long after the ministrations of Mr. 
Longbottom commenced, necessity for enlarged church accommodation 
was felt, and the foundation of a large and handsome chapel was laid in 
Gawler-place, which was completed at a cost of over £2,000, exclusive 
of the land, which was given by Mr. E. Stephens. When completed a 
debt remained on the building of £1,300. Mr. Longbottom's health had 
been greatly enfeebled by his residence in India, where he had laboured 
as a missionary ; his shipwreck and subsequent privations had completed 
what the climate of India had begun ; and to this must be added the 
anxieties he was subjected to, without the aid of a colleague to strengthen 
his hands, and under the peculiar circumstances in which he was placed 
in this colony. Nor must it be forgotten that he and his family, for the 
greater part of his time, had no better accommodation as a residence 
than a small pize cottage. It thus soon became apparent that he was 
unequal to the heavy work which pressed upon him ; in the increasing 
demands of his church he sought for aid, and no colleague could be 
sent. He was at length compelled to depart, which was painful indeed 
to himself and the Church. He had won the esteem of his own flock 
and all who knew him, and the people had drawn forth his deepest sym- 
pathies and energies. Seldom have pastor and people parted with more 
regret. Mr. Longbottom removed to Tasmania, and was appointed to 
New Norfolk, the healthful and bracing air of which it was hoped would 
restore his health. He was succeeded by the Rev. John Eggleston, who 
reached Adelaide in March, 1840. He remained less than two years; 
the heat of the climate, the unsuitable house, but chiefly what he 
described as a series of afflictions, induced in the first instance by- 
excessive exertions, compelled him to seek a removal. His brief period 
of service had been signally owned of God; many were added to the 
Church, and great was the sorrow of all classes of the community at 
his departure. 

The Rev. J. C. Weatherstone, Mr. Eggleston's successor, remained 
in Adelaide about two years. Commencing well, and even prosperously, 
it was not long before dissatisfaction, financial embarrassment, and all 
but ruin — at least temporary — came upon the Church. The colony had 
scarcely recovered from the crushing crisis which terminated Colonel 
Gawler's term of administration, which crisis tei.ded to produce the 
break up of the unity of the Church to a great extent. In Mr. Weather- 
stone's time, in September, 1843, a petition of the Wesleyin Methodists 
of South Australia was presented to Governor Sir G. Grey, praying 
" that the Government would grant them monetary aid to pay off the 
debt of £1,300 on their chapel in Gawler-place, and in supporting the 
ordinances of religion." From a complication of difficulties, Mr. 
W^eatherstone had to retire, and it was asked who would come in big 
stead 1 None were willing, and for the year 1844 Adelaide does not 
appear as a station in the minutes of Conference." 
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" Meanwhile, Mr. Longbottom had been directed to remove from 
Tasmania to Sydney. He reached there just when the Adelaide 
difficulties were under discussion. Such was the unfavourable im- 
pression produced, that no minister would come here. Deeply moved 
by the scattered and ail-but destroyed Church, he offered to return to 
his former field of labour. His offer was instantaneously and gladly 
accepted. Here was a true soldier, read/ to do his Master's work at 
whatever inconvenience to himself. He arrived the second time, with 
Mrs. L. and his son, in April, 1844. Mr. Longbottom's health seon 
again proved totally inadequate to the toils and responsibilities of so 
extensive a circuit. The society in general were a warm-hearted, earnest, 
and generous people, who only wanted a leader, and this post Mr. L. 
with his failing health could not fulfil, while his genial spirit and entire 
devotion to the spiritual requirements of his flock still created the 
warmest respect and gratitude towards him. This was exhibited not by 
mere sentiment, but in making such provision when he retired as super- 
numerary in 1846 as enabled him to pass his declining years in some- 
what more of comfort than his allowance as a supernumerary would have 
enabled him to do. I must here add that members of other communions 
also assisted in this becoming action, and so displayed their feelings of 
love and respect towards him." 

The place of Mr. Longbottom was ably filled by the Rev. Mr. 
Draper, " who at this time was engaged in the Sydney first circuit, and 
would gladly have spent more years in New South Wales, but who, 
feeling deeply for the connexion in the colony of South Australia, volun- 
teered his services to occupy the post. Results have shown this 
arrangement to have been most happy and successful, as witness the 
position the Wesleyan connexion holds in South Australia at this time. 
Mr. Draper, some time after his return to his duties in Victoria, required 
rest and change, and after several attempts to procure leave of aosence 
to visit England he was at length spared. He embarked with Mrs. 
Draper on board the Great Britain on March 16, 1865. After an 
unusually pleasant voyage they arrived in Liverpool 20th May. The 
number of souls on boarcl was 787. Three days after their arrival they 
left Liverpool fer London. On the following Sunday Mr. Draper 
preached in Great Queen-street Chapel. Having visited the place of his 
birth he, with Mrs. Draper, made a tour through Wales, Ireland, and 
Scotland, preaching and delivering addresses in the various places he 
visited. He also made a hasty continental trip, and in Paris preached to 
the small flock of Wesleyans in their nice chapel there. In one of his 
letters to his friend Mr. oymons, dated 18th August, he mentions ** we 
have travelled 2,450 miles by rail since we landed. I guess another 
1,000 will do. Thank -God we have not had a day's sickness since we 
left you. Our thoughts are beginning to turn homeward." His purpose 
was to remain absent a year, and though many efforts were made by 
friends in England to prolong his stay, they were unavailing. September 
19 he vTrites : — " I see the London is advertised to sail on the 20th 
December, but I expect it will be a fortnight later. If cholera, &c., 
should prevent our going via Egypt, we may go in her. I hope we shall 
be in Melbourne in March. Mr. Boyce and others aie trying to get me 
to stay another year, but I do not think of doing so.'* In a letter dated 
18th December subsequently he wrote : — " The time of ova \^v^is%^fib 
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now definitely fixed. The London will leave the East India Docks on 
the 20th inst., and finally leave Plymouth at 6 p.m." It is true that in 
bidding adieu to Mr. and Mrs. Powell both Mr. and Mr«. Draper ap- 

S eared to be unusually depressed, and expressed themselves in terms very 
ifferent from their usual buovant character, so much so, indeed, that it 
kd the Powells to remark on it before any calamity had occurred. Mr. 
and Mrs. Draper embarked at Plymouth on 5th January, 1866. '' There 
was nothing at this time to indicate the severe weatlier which was to 
come on ; the barometer was unsteady, but not low. It was almost calm 
when the ship started ; she steamed along against a head wind. On 
Sunday, the 7th, the wind freshened somewhat. Dr. WooUey, President 
of the Sydney University, and Mr. Draper united in conducting Divine 
service. The same night it blew a gale, with heavy saualls and a high 
sea. On Monday, the 8th, the sea was so heavy tnat tne engines were 
stopped, and the ship was put under easy canvas. About midday the 
wind lessened and steam was again used. Tuesday morning the vnnd 
greatly increased ; the fiying jibboom, foretopmast, topgallantmast, and 
royalmast were carried away ; the gale had become so violent that 
all the wreck could not be cleared, the spars swinging to and fro, doing 
much damage. In the afternoon the wind increased to a hurricane, with 
fearful cross seas, which broke over the ship and carried away the port 
lifeboat and did other damage. At 3 p.m. of the 10th the ship was nut 
about under full steam for Plymouth. She immediately began to snip 
green seas over all, which swept her decks and carried away the star- 
board lifeboat, and destroyed one of the cutters. At half -past 10 o'clock 
on Wednesday night a mountain of water broke on board and swept 
away the main engine skylight ; the engine-room was filled, and in three 
minutes the fires were out. Sails, mattresses, tarpaulins, spars, and all 
available means were used to stop the opening and prevent the water 
from rushing into the ship. All efforts were futile. Pumps and the 
donkey engine were kept at work, even when the ship went down. Long 
and gallant was the struggle continued between man and the furious 
elements. At last, when the iesue was no longer doubtful, Captain 
Martin said to his men, ^Boys, you may say your prayers* All earthly 
hope was gone, and unless winds and waves were hushed and stilled by 
the power of their Creator, it was a mere question of time when the 
London should go down. The gale increased in fury. At midnight the 
Rev. Mr. Draper commenced that memorable prayer meeting, which 
lasted till the ship sank, on the next day at 2 o'clock. "With one impulse^ 
passengers and crew gathered in the saloon, distinction of class forgotten. 
One of the rescued tells that there were no cries or shrieking of men or 
women, no frantic behaviour. Mothers were weeping over their children^ 
and the children pitifully asking the cause of the tears. During the 
intervals of prayer, Mr. Draper earnestly besought, as he moved among 
the crowd, the people to come to Christ for salvation. When the captain 
had lowered the starboard pinnace, which was immediately upset and lost,, 
he entered the cabin and said, * Ladies, there is no hope for us ; nothing 
short of a miracle can save us.' To this Mr. Draper calmly replied, * Then 
let us pray,' and used these memorable words — * W^ell, my friends, the 
captain informs us that our ship is doomed, and that there is no hope of 
our getting into port ; but the Great Captain tells us there is hope, and 
that we may all get safe to heaven.' At 2 p.m. the ship appeared to b# 
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sinking. The captain then directed the second engineer that as the port 
cutter was ready to he lowered, he had hetter get into her, saying, * There 
is not much chance for the hoat, there is none for the ship ; your duty is 
done, mine is to remain here with the passengers ; I wish you God speed, 
and safe to knd/ The number who escaped in the boat out of 180 on 
board was nineteen. In about five minutes after pushing off those in the 
boat saw the London go down by the stem. The boat drifted before the 
wind about twenty hours, when she fell in with the Italian brig 
Marianople, and they were ultimately landed at Falmouth on Janu- 
ary 17." 

I haye felt it appropriate to conclude this number with a republica- 
tion of the thrilling picture of a devoted missionary finishing the work 
assigned to him on earth in a manner so grand as he did ; as well as to 
record the last act of Captain Martin, whose death was that of a true 
hero. A previous number gives the account of a merciful dispensation 
of Providence when a missionary was saved from a wreck and granted to^ 
open the services of the Wesleyan Church in South Australia, and this- 
concludes with an account of the loss of another missionary of the same 
communion by wreck, who had built up what the previous one had com- 
menced here. I have here introduced tne latter wreck, although it does- 
not belong to ** Early Experiences of South Australia," as both occur- 
rences have such deep interest for the Wesleyans of this colonv. The 
latter is conspicuously marked by the Draper Memorial Church, which 
was erected to the memory of the geod man after whom it is named. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 



Dbpredators and Escaped Prisoners Caught by one Ofpiobb of 
Police, Mr. H. Alford; also an Account of Stone and 
Stockkeeper Hart. 

I begin this chapter by publishing a classified list of the crimes com- 
mitted by fifty-four of the prisoners who were arrested by Sergeant-Major 
(afterwards Inspector) Alford in less than three years. I have been 
enabled to prepare this list from a complimentary general order issued 
by Major O'Halloran, Commissioner of Police, dated September 28, 1841, 
with which Mr. II. Alford furnished me. In this the Commissioner 
speaks of him in the highest terms, and reports the names of the fifty-four 
prisoners he took, and the crimes for wnich they were arrested. This 
list was headed by Morgan, of whom I gave an account in a previous 
chapter : — 

LIST OF CBIMES. 

Shooting with intent at the Sheriff, 1; murder, 1 ; horse-stealing, 9; cattle- 
stealing, 8 ; house-breaking, 7 ; robbing a store, 1 ; stealing money, 4 ; stealing 
poultry, 1 ; stealhig in dwelling-houses, 6 ; picking pockets, 1 ; shop-lifting, 1 ; 
receiving stolen goods, 1 ; breaking out of gaol, 6 ; convicts from convict 
colonies, 7. 

The above list gives an idea of the large influx of professed plunderers 
who had made their way to this young colony, when one police-officer 
arrested such a numbor as his share in the time stated, and affords 
evidence of the necessity forced upon the Governor, Colonel Gtiwler, to 
establish a large p9lice force, and to erect an extensive and substantial 
gaol. Captain Hindmarsh, our first Governor, had established a small 
force, which was enlarged and made complete by Colonel Gawler 
immediately after his arrival, in which duty he spared no expense or 
trouble ; and the force he established has been from that time to the 
present day, notwithstanding occasional fallings off and disputes, one of 
the most efficient under the British Crown. By the appointment of 
Major 0*Halloran as Commissioner, and the judicious selection of 
inspectors, sub-officers, and privates, many of the herd of depredators 
who had intruded on us were either soon caught or dispersed. 1 believe 
I am correct in saying that the work undertaken by both officers and 
men was entirely new to them, but they were actuated by one principle, 
Tiz., to do their duty ; and in that they did not fail. 

I will continue this chapter with an account of Stone, the mate of 
Foley, of whom I have already stated that immediately after their arrival 
as runaway prisoners, a horse was found with its throat cut among the 
bushes then growing on the South Park Lands. In relating these inci- 
dents I am obliged to mention myself more frequently than was my inten- 
tion, but I find if I avoided so doing the narration of several striking facts 
which occurred in the early days of the colony, and of which I was a 
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witness, would be somewhat obscure. I refrain from giving my ex- 
periences, if such relate only to my private affairs and not to matters of 
public interest, although I am one- who suffered losses and privations as 
heavy as any of the old colonists did when the Government stopped the 
payment of Colonel Gawler^s drafts. Such misfortunes continued until 
after the time when most of the public liabilities were met by the tardy 
loan firranted by the Home Government, and I, with my family, passed 
through these great trials and hardships, but during all this time we 
never doubted the ultimate success of the colony. But then I must add 
that too many of the pioneers, like myself, have come under the rule,, 
which is general, that a rise is seldom made by individuals under such 
circumstances sufficient to compensate them for their losses, or to replace 
them in the positions they previously occupied. In giving prominence to 
the careers of several of the prison class in the early history of the colony, 
strangers who read these papers should not lose sight of the fact that 
these men found their way here with their own resources from Sydney, 
about as distant as one boundary of Europe from the opposite one, or from 
the Island of Tasmania by a sea voyage, say equal to one from Spain to- 
England. Nevertheless, in the opinion of many persons not well up in 
Australian geography or history. South Australia has been classed 
erroneously with those colonies which were originally convict settle- 
ments. In about twelve months after my arrival I expected a herd of 
cattle overland from New South Wales, and made an excursion to find a 
good fattening run as near as possible to the River Murray. After beat- 
ing about between the hills and the river and not finding anything to suit 
me, and having gone through a hard day's ride, I turned towards the hills, 
after skirting part of the shores of Lake Alexandrina, and followed up a 
ereek towards the close of the day, when I arrived in a bend of the same, 
and decided to camp for the night. I had no sooner so made up my mind 
than I saw on one side of me, about 100 yards off in a small opening in 
the scrub, a man in the act of covering me with hit gun. I immediately 
held up my hand, and then dismounted, throwing the bridle of my horse 
over his head, bush fashion, and commenced to walk towards the man. 
He was still on his guard, although he did not further threaten me. I 
was to all appearances unarmed. On his grounding his piece I 
addressed him m a most unguarded manner by name, supposing him to be^ 
Stone. I say unguarded, as if I had reflected, I most likely would have 
considered it prudent to have avoided anything like a recognition of him, 
but the decided tone in which I was enabled to speak disarmed him, and 
caused him to think he could trust me. The words I used were, " Well, 
Stone, I am out hunting for a piece of country for a cattle run ; I do not 
come to disturb you ; have you got any tucker ?" His countenance at 
once became friendly, and he replied, "No; only apiece of kangaroo." 
" Well, I have ship biscuits and German sausage, with tea and sugar, in my 
saddle bags. Shall I camp with you P" " All right, mate." I next asked him 
to go with me to the horse to help me, wishing him to see I had no arms 
there. The horse hobbled, we returned to his wurlie ; he carried my^ 
saddle, and I the rest of mv swag, i.e. blankets, bridle, and saddle bags. 
While he replenished his fire, I fetched the water from a clear water* 
hole. The camp was on the creek where Strathalbyn now covers the 
then wild bush. We had soon a quart pot of tea boiling, and supped 
together, and I slept by his side comfoitaoly on a bed of dt^ te-xsLXftwr^^^^i^ 



86 Early RecollectionB and 



sand under the shelter of a few boughs rather artistically put together. 
The folio vTiug morning after breakfast; I gave him all my supply of food. 
He accepted what I willingly gave, and asked for nothing. I had as 
iisual on such expeditions no money with me. He told me he should get 
the blacks to cross him over the river in one of their bark canoes. I 
promised him I would keep secret the course he was taking, and would 
not divulge the fact that I had seen him until I was satisfied he was safe. 
I did not then know of any charge against him in this colony, except 
that he was suspected to have cut the throat of a supposed stolen hprse, 
and also believed to be a runaway lifer, as was afterwards proved. He 
was pvidently in great fear of being enquired after. He was not com- 
municative to me about his antecedents, and I prudently asked him no 
questions. His conduct in this respect differed much from that of other 
men of his class with whom I have been brought into contact. I must 
mention that unknown to him, I had a brace of small pocket pistols, 
which I always carried in the bush on such expeditions at that time of 
day. After giving the above description of my sitting down with Stone, 
I cannot help a remark or two on his remarbtble forbearance and self- 
control. I may add that I was not aware that he and Stanley had 
stolen, or were about to steal, two horses from Mr. J. B. Hack, and were 
preparing to start overland. 

Now, here is given an a'xjount of a desperate, hunted man, escaping 
as it might be for his life, and he had only to demand of me my horse 
and all I had about me ; had I refused there would probably have been 
a death struggle between us ; but such reflections did not occur to me at 
that time, as I placed entire confidence in him. He had, knowing what 
I was looking for, directed me to follow up a certain spur of the ranges, 
and to continue south on the saddle of the ranges, and I should find a 
good grassy and well-watered extensive gully, well adapted for a fattening 
run for cattle, which I found according to his directiors, and which 
proved to be one of the richest spots I have ever occupied in this colony. 
I was soon displaced by a special survey. Now known as Bull's Creel:. 
I gave full credence to this man's tale, which was, however, an invention 
to mislead, he and Stanley were afterwards taken and committed on a 
charge of horse-stealing, but escaped from gaol. Stone appeared to be 
uneducated, and I could not help feeling at the time that most probably 
he had been born of and brought up by criminal parents and trained to 
'Crime, as whatever his misdeeds had been which brought him to severe 
punishment, my experience of him proved he was not utterly depraved 
and lost to manly feelings. God help such I was my aspiration, then 
and now. 

I must continue this number by relating circumstances which 
occurred on this same cattle run during the short time I was allowed to 
use it. On the arrival of the herd of cattle for which I was providing, 
stockyards and huts were erected only iust in time, and the beasts were 
placed, if not in clover, on ground more thickly covered with long kan- 
garoo grass than is usually seen anywhere. The New South Wales 
aquatter, Mr. Huon, from whom I purchased the herd, recommended to 
me a man of the name of Hart as the best stockkeeper of his party, and 
him I engaged for twelve months at a good wage. I found him to be fully 
up to the character I received of him. Mr. Huon, however, told me he 
Isnew nothing of his antecedents prior to his overtaking and joining his 



Experiences of Colonial Life. 87 



|Mrty on the Murray ; that he was on foot, and was most probably a run- 
away, but that he never had a more active and trustworthy man of his 
class in his employment, and he had always under him a number of 
assigned or freed men at work for him. He was a kind and good master, as I 
ascertained from men who had served him. I can with perfect truth say 
that Hart was a good servant, and for one of his class remarkably civil and 
well-behaved, besides being well up to his business, so I soon placed a 
confidence in him which I never found abused. My custom was to visit 
the station at least once a month, and to remain generally a few days. 
These visits I found to be quite a treat ; at first there was also a hut- 
keeper who had charge of the stores. After a time Hart proposed to dis- 
pense with the hut-keeper, i.e., when there was a vacancy on the man 
leaving, and offered to perform' the double duties for a small advance in 
his wages, which I agreed to give him. He explained to me he preferred 
to cook for himself, and I never regretted the change ; the establishment 
became much more pleasant, and I always found everything in perfect 
order, the cattle and horses well attended to, my room clean and comfort- 
able, and the cooking and change of food excellent ; then the man was 
always so cheerful and good tempered that I could not avoid liking him 
well. I mention these trifling details as remarkable, as his conduct will 
appear to have been when I come to the close of his connection with me, 
and have to relate his antecedents immediately before he joined the party 
coming down the river, and the horrid crime he had committed a few 
days before he joined the party. How little I could have imagined such 
an occurrence to have taken place may be felt when I explain that for a 
treat I took my wife out to spend a few days on the station, Hart being 
the only person within three or four miles. His clean management and 
mild and respectful manners were invariably such as to have qualified him 
for filling a situation as domestic servant, even at home. Well, such a man 
as he appeared to be naturally led me to hear from him revelations of his 
previous life as a prisoner, which he always seemed most anxious to impart. 
How much of truth he gave me I know not, but the narrative unques- 
tionably, if believed, was such as to produce a favourable impression of 
him. He was about thirty years of age, rather slightly built, and most 
active in his movements. As a youth, he stated, he' and one of his 
master's sons ran away and enlisted in the Royal Artillery, then stationed 
in Dunbarton Castle, and after undergoing all the hardships of drill, &c., 
they were guilty of some breach of discipline and deserted, and to escape 
in the night took away two horses, not intending to steal them but to aid 
in escaping. They succeeding in reaching a ship at Greenock, and 
having excnanged their clothing (for Hart's companion had plenty of 
money) they managed to secure a passage, but were pursued and taken 
out of the ship, and handed over to the civil powers, tried, and sentenced 
to transportation for life. On arriving in Sydney in a transport-ship 
with a number of prisoners, his comrade, through interest made by his 
family, soon got assigned to a favourable party, and he saw no more of 
him. Hart being very young was sent to Norfolk Island, where he was 
soon selected by the Superintendent, and employed as a domestic servant, 
and here he became expert, as I found him. He was now very happy, 
and soon by good conduct became a favoured man, and promoted to be 
coxswain in the Superintendent's boat. After tome time he was placed 
in one of the boats employed in receiving &vx?^'^\\^% Itotji ^Xstv^ ^VwsS^2b% 
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off and on. The boat was eight-oared ; he was steering ; one guard 
(armed) was only in the boat, as the men were picked, and some confidence 
was placed in them. The brig having taken a lonff tack as they approached 
her, the day being calm, advantage was taken oi this condition of things. 
The men were resting on their oars, and the guard was suddenly seized 
and thrown overboard, and Hart followed, as he was a favourite of the 
Superintendent, and they would not trust him. The transaction was seen 
on board the brig, and all way possible was made, and both men were 
saved. 

The shore was signalled, and although chase was ^ven to the boat^ 
they adopted such a course as did not suit the brig, and so for that time 
escaped. Amongst the boafs crew was an ex-captain of the Boyal 
Navy, who knew how to adopt all measures calculated to complete their 
escape ; but ultimately they were taken. Thus far, as Hart's tale goes ;, 
but it cannot be all true, as the ex-captain, whose name I suppress, out 
of regard to his high family, would certainly have been hung, which 
event did not take place. That such a man did escape from Norfolk 
Island is doubtless a fact, and that he afterwards finished his infamous 
career on the scafPold at Sydney is true — but for a different crime from 
that recorded by Hart ; also that by the great interest of his family he 
had been long spared is well known. Hart, however, had introduced 
him into his own history, I believe, simply to give as much interest to 
his recital as possible. I find I must reserve the remainder of Hart's 
history for another chapter, including the particulars of the murder of 
his last employer in the province of New South Wales, which informal 
tion came to hand after he had left me and escaped from the colony. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 



Accounts continued of Foley, Stone, and Stanley. — ^First Over 

LAND Convicts. 

In an early number I have given an account of the arrival of Foley, 
Stone, and Stanley. In this number I propose continuing their histories, 
in which will be narrated a few more instances of the exciting work 
which such visitors created for the police as well as for the settlers. The 
notice of Foley's career will be a much more extended one than I have 
to give of the other two. In the confession from Foley and Stone after 
they were confined in the Adelaide Gaol as to the line of country thej 
had passed over in coming to this settlement, they explained that they 
followed the coast between long salt water creek, now known as the 
Oooronff, and the sea, and on arriving at the mouth of the Murray found 
no trouble in crossing the channel, and then reached the whaling stations 
at Encounter Bay. Here Foley separated from his travelling companions 
and went into business on his own account ; the others made their way 
to Adelaide, and there cut the throat of one of the horses, as previously 
related by me. It was afterwards proved that Folej lode his own 
horse — at any rate that horse was not successfully claimed ; the other 
two men stole the horses they rode from Mr. Henty, of Portland Bay. 
Foley continued in the neighbourhood of the fisheries, and obtained 
rations and other supplies in exchange for kangaroos and game. He vras 
not in the habit of making his visits there except when fully armed with 
a double barrelled gun, and two brace of pistols. On this and other 
accounts he was looked upon with suspicion and some dread, and there 
was a desire on the part of the officers at the fishery to get rid of him, 
and a communication was forwarded to the authorities in Adelaide that 
he was a suspicious character, and would arrive on a certain day in town. 
The horse he was riding was suspected to be a stolen one. To entrap 
him and induce him to carry a despatch to Adelaide, he was offered a 
good reward on his delivering a packet to the Manager of the South 
Australian Bank, Mr. E, Stephens. He started without hesitation and 
in good faith, and arrived late in the evening of the day appointed. He 
was fully armed as usual. On entering the Bank yard gate, he dismounted, 
and unslung his gun from his back, in which manner he was accustomed 
to carry it, and fastened his horse to the fence, unconscious of the 
arrangements which had been made for his reception and capture. On 
knocking at the back door of the Manager's residence a servant 
appeared, of whom he asked if "Mr. Stephens was at home,'* 
and on being answered, " Yes," he delivered his missive. He was 
asked in to take tea ; the invitiatioB was accepted ; he was shown 
into a room and took a seat, placing his gun near him. In a short time 
his suspicions were aroused on hearing several persons whispering, and ha 
at once rose, slung his gun, walked out iiitoi^i^'^w^^wA^^'^xcs.^'^^ 
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bridle of his horse, prepared to mount. At the same time the reins were- 
grasped by a policeman on the opposite side of the horse, but he threw 
himself into the saddle, drew a pistol, and presenting it at the man wh» 
was detaining him, threatened to shoot him. The pistol was seized by 
his assailant, and in the struggle it did not explode, but the hammer flew 
off, and before he could draw a second pistol he received a blow from a 
weapon on the back of his head, which felled him to the ground. In- 
spector Inman, who was in the house expecting Foley's arrival, on hear- 
ing cries of murder rushed out and struck the blow. Foley was taken toi 
pnson, and his wound was dressed. Mr. J. B. Hack was also present in 
the yard, as he had come by appointment to examine the horse, suspected 
to be one he had lost. Foley was detained in prison on a remand on th» 
charge of horse-stealincr, and suspected to be a runaway convict front 
Sydney. His conduct, however, in prison was so good tLat he was en^ 
gaged by the Government to assist the police in seeking for two men who 
were suspected to have stolen horses from Mr Hack, and to have broken 
into a store, and supplied themselves with rations, and were heard of 
near the Lake. Tne men who were supposed to have committed these 
crimes were Stone and Stanley, who bad done so to eseape from the pro- 
vince, as they were aware they were enquired after on account of tlie 
horses they had stolen to reach this colony, and so now wanted similar 
conveniences to take their departure. I may mention that the man who- 
had the struggle with Foley was an ex-prisoner, and had been appointed 
acting-gaoler, and who afterwards, with Foley, consented to assist in tak- 
ing his former associates ; but then it was explained that Foley had a 
private down on them, as having stolen from him a favourite kangaroo 
dog. So it is seen there had been a breach of " honour among thieves," 
and to assist the police ^' a thief was set to catch a thief," carrying out the 
old proverb. 

'Jo take these horse-stealers a strong partjr was formed, consisting of 
Superintendent Inman, Sergeant Alford, Mr. Stephen Hack, and three 
policemen, all well mounted and armed, also Foley on horseback as^ 
tracker. Mr. S. Hack was with the party to identify and claim the 
horses if found in the possession of the suspected parties. The country 
they were going to scour was that (then a densely thick scrubby country) 
skirting Lake Alexandrina, where the police would frequently by neces- 
sity be separated, and so a strong muster was called for. It was alsa 
known that the men they were after were fully armed. They were led 
by Foley to a creek which from the time of their visit was named the 
Inman, after the conmaander of the party. Arrived at this place, Foley 
gave the information that they were in the neighborhood of the campings 
grounds he frequented before he was taken, and that his tent was within 
a mile or so from them. He made a request to Mr. Inman to be allowed 
to go with one man to the place to procure his blankets or other things^ 
to which request Mr. Inman replied, " If Sergreant Alford chooses to go 
with you I will allow him to do so." Mr. Alford did not hesitate. But 
Foley was told by the Superintendent that he would instruct the Ser- 
geant to shoot him if he attempted to escape, and handed to Mr. Alford 
an additional brace of pistols. They accordingly started, the remainder 
of the party waiting till they returned. On their way Foley said to Mr. 
Alford, " Now I will show you how I foiled those who sought to find- 
out my retreat.'^ On their arriving at a patch of close-growing dwaif. 
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•taatTee scrub, such as was often in that day found in rich bottoms and at 
the mouth of crullies, Foley pulled up and "said, ''There in the middle of 
that clump is my small tent f bat though they were still in the saddle 
Mr. Alford could see nothing but the deep green of the close-growing 
teatree, with no opening or passage visible ; and so addressed Foley — 
** Now understand, if you attempt any game on me to escape, I shall 
obey orders and shoot you. Are there any of your companions here — 
Stanley, or any other man ? for if any one appears I shall shoot you 
first." *'No, Sergeant,*' was the reply, *' I am acting honest, as I have 
promised the Superintendent. Never fear. We must dismount, and I 
will show you how to reach my tent." On this he was ordered to dis- 
mount and show the tent. This he did by spreading the teatree, as it is 
called (which reached in height to their shoulders), with each hand, as in 
swimming, and then stepped forward on one foot, and then advanced in 
the same manner on the other foot in an exact line, calling on Mr. A. to 
follow, and act in the same way, the plants rising unruffled behind them, 
not being trodden down, and showing no track. In about 100 yards so 
passed over, they reached a round place where the plant had been cut and 
cleared away ; and now appeared a small tent, constructed in the gipsy 
fashion — a piece of canvas stretched over bent sticks, large enough 
to allow one man to lie down in, and to hold his necessanr traps, which 
were found safe, the retreat having escaped the eyes of his previous 
mates. Before these things were rolled ud in his blankets he gave to Mr. 
Alford a Jew's harp, with which, he said, ne amused himself during his 
lonely nights. Foley explained that he never entered or left over the 
same ground, and, laughing at the Sergeant, said — " You policemen 
would never have discovered my hiding-place, for I could have shot any 
one approaching." On their return Mr. Inman continued the search for 
the horse-stealers, and after some time they found wurlies, which had 
been recently used, and other traces which led them to be wary. From 
the life he had led for so many years, Foley's vision and hearing had 
become so active and strong that he was aole to hear sounds and dis- 
tinguish objects at almost fabulous distances, as exemplified by what 
follows. He shortly after rejoining Mr. Inman called the attention of 
the party to sounds of dogs yelping at a distance, but which none of them 
but nimself could hear. He soon, however, led in such a direction as 
brought them to some kangaroo dogs tied up in a thick part of the scrub, 
and from that spot pointed out footprints leading away, from the 
appearances of wnich he felt confident, he said, that those they sought 
were not far off, and proposed that Sergeant Alford and he should hasten 
on foot to a sadden nse of ground near, being the commencement of a 
spur leading to the ranges, and there to look out over the scrub, the 
others to wait for signals from them. They had no sooner gainea the 
elevation than Foley pointed out the men at a great distance skirting 
the scrub ; but Mr. A. could not for some time see them. They then 
returned as fast as possible to the waiting party, who had, during their 
absence, relieved their horses of all the swags to be ready for a gallop, 
as they supposed the men were off to mount the stolen horses. On Mr. 
Inmnn receiving the Sergeant's report he ordered him to mount instantly, 
and, with one man, to ride in the direction where he had seen the men, 
first letting loose the dogs. Mr. Alford followed by choice a young 
dog, which, after sniffing about, at last took a lin« %bLv:.\i >5!&\\&3k2^^\^V 
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them into a thick acrub, and then made a pause, and after creeping into 
it for a bhort distance, was seen to stop and wag his tail, and so oetrayed 
the hiding place of his master, who was found lying down under the 
thick bushes. The Sergeant instantly dismounted, and presenting a 
pistol at Stone's head, called on him to surrender, and rise without 
touching his ^un, on which he was lying. Stone complied, and submitted 
quietly to be handcuffed. On the Sergeant returning with hitf prisoner 
to the officer in command, he was ordered to return with him and one of 
the policemen to town. Stone was then attached by a chain to hia 
guard's stirrup-iron, the other end locked to his handcuffs, and so he was 
marched to town and placed in gaol. 

The Superintendent of Police with the rest of the party remained to 
follow up the pursuit of the other man, but were not successful, after 
several days' search. Stone subsequently made his escape fron gaol. 

Not long after their return to town information was brought to the 
police that Stanley had been bold enough to pay a visit to Adelaide, 
where, in a low public house, he was captured by Sergeant Alford, and 
safely lodged in the first Adelaide insecure gaol, where Mr. Alford did 
not leave him until he saw him shackled to the iron bar in what was 
called by the prisoners the " stone jug," being a small stone cell or room, 
the only substantial building on that insecure establishment. The 
prisoner thus secured, the Sergeant left, to make his report to the Super- 
mtendent, who, highly pleased at the capture of such a troublesome cus- 
tomer, returned with the Sergeant to pay a visit to the prison and see all 
safe, but on arriving there they found the bird had already flown. He 
had, with some assistance from bis fellow-prisoners, managed to break the 
lock, which enabled him to clear himself from the bar, and had escaped 
by jumping the low paling fence ; and although every effort was made to 
recover him, he was not again taken, and the colony was relieved of his 
presence. The Acting-Gaoler for his neglect was dismissed, and his office 
was perman?ntly filled by Mr. Ashton, who had been in the police force 
in London, and a better appointment was never made. 

I now return to Foley. The Messrs. J. B. and Stephen Hack were 
so pleased with the action of Foley in the successful expedition in capture 
ing Stone, chat they obtained from the Governor his discharge, on a verbal 
pledge they gave as to his future good behaviour. 

He was first employed by them to accompany a partv to Portland 
Bay, which was dispatched to bring a herd of cattle from thence, and on 
that occasion he was so useful, and conducted himself so much to the 
satisfaction of the gentlemen in charge of the party, that the brothers 
Hack engaged him as their stockkeeper on their special survey of the 
" Three Brothers." In this employment he continued about two years, 
and until Mr. Stephen Hack paid a visit to England, and took Foley with 
him as his servant in the year 1840. 

As connected with his residence in the Australian colonies, it will 
be in place here to relate some of the accounts that he gave of himself, 
and which I received from the party to whom in a confiding moment he 
imbosomed himself, and such I have reason to believe to be generally 
true. He said his proper name was Lovet ; that he had been brought up 
as a gipsy ; that he was transported to Sydney for horse-stealing (he was 
always fond of a horse) ; tiiat he escapea, and after he had procured a 
mounts he spent seven years as a solitary bushranger in a small way^ 
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occasioDally assisting settlers in recovering stock. He then led a lonely 
life, and only lifted necessaries for his daily wants until he joined Stone 
and Stanley in their journey to this colony ; but he soon separated from 
these men, and was at deadly enmity witn them, and kept a sharp look 
out, that they might hot come upon him unawares and shoot him. He 
had no intention, he said, of doing anything wrong in this colony. So 
far as to his own account of himself, which is certainly rendered probable 
in its main features by his conduct here. I obtained jfrom Mr. J. JB. Hack 
the following character of him — " Foley was a good and eflScient hand." 
Then as to his habits. He had a decided objection to sleep in a hut, but 
preferred to lie under a few palings or boards, placed against the end of 
the hut provided for him. He did not much associate with men of the 
prison class, but seemed to have a dread of them, especially after it 
oecame notorious that he had assisted the police in maning captures of 
BVLch characters, and in doing so had acted on the principle of '* dog 
eat doff." 

I have now to follow on with his career in the old country. We first ' 
heard of him exhibiting? himself in the costume and character of an 
Australian stockman, in the horse market in the town of Chichester, in 
the presence and to the astonishment of the Duke of Richmond, and a 
large number of county gentlemen and townsmen. Mounted on a suitable 
horse, he turned and stopped suddenly, as he galloped about, with yells, 
and with the swinging and cracking of an exaggerated lon^ stockwhip, 
the soimds of which, to English hearers, more resembled tne reports of 
a pistol than the cracks of a whip. He would at one time be galloping 
as if to head a mob of cattle, then suddenly turnings and with nis whip 
alternately used in the right and left hands, successf ullv force, as it were, 
a refractory bullock into an imaginary stockyard ; all this to the great 
amusement of the noble and other spectators, many of whom would 
probably consider him out of his senses. 

The information received of this remarkable man, after Mr. Stephen 
Hack's return to South Australia, was at first, and for some time, of a 
favourable character. Pie was left at home (as I cannot help calling the 
dear old country) by his Australian employer in respectable employment, 
but probably under police inspection. In the colony it was some time 
before anything further was heard of him, and then a rumour reached us 
that he had been hung ; but on enquiry it was ascertained that in a brawl 
he had drawn a knife and stabbed a man, for which he had been tried, 
found guilty, and sentenced to penal servitude in the mother country ; in 
which state of durance he probably will end, or has ended^ his days, as 
his fondness for freedom and the open air was so predominant that I think 
confinement within walls would be more than he could long exist under. 
From the known actions of Foley, it must appear that in his character 
there were many good points, such as under moral and relifi^ious training 
in his youth might have produced a useful and superior memoer of society. 
We must now look upon him as a social waif, to be pitied, and yet to be 
classed as superior to too many of his fellow-creatures more favoured as 
to the advantages whicb had been afforded them. He exhibited fidelity 
when trusted, and showed gratitude for kindnesses conferred upon 
faim. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 



Stockkeepee Hart — His New South Wales History as a Runaway 
Convict — The Murder of his Master — Also, the Trial of 
Green, Wilson, and Morgan. 

In this chapter I continue the history of Stockkeeper Hart with the- 
last I heard of him, and how he got away from this colony, and provided 
for his escape in more ways than one. I have mentioned what care he 
took of the horses I had given him to use in his work. I now add other 
particulars showing how well he laid his plans. His habit was to draw 
nis pay from me monthly, and from the first he returned the greater part 
to me to deposit the same in a Bank for him, but desired me to lodge it 
in my own name. To this I at first objected, but at length gave way. 
After a time he asked me to supply him with a stout double-barrelled 
gun and ammunition, so that he might shoot game. There was already 
in the hut a rifie, &c., used in shootinof cattle for slaughter. He also 
said he was afraid of the Lake blacks wUo visited the lower part of the 
run. He was very successful in bringing in stray cattle for the neigh- 
bours as well as my own, and frequently got rewards, which he gave to 
me to be added to his savings ; and so he continued to carry on until he 
had been with me about eight months. As a further proof how careful 
and thrifty he remained, although he had frequent occasions to visit 
town on my busine&s, he was at all times sober and respectable in his 
conduct, as far as I had the means of judging from observation or 
report. 

And such uniform, steady, and sober conduct in one of his class was 
the more remarkable as public houses at that early time were in greater 
proportion to population than they are even at present, and the working 
population were more generally addicted to intemperance, I mention 
these matters, trifling as some may think them, to show how much self* 
denial and restraint was exercised by Hart incariyinsr out his plans to get 
away before he was sought for. The wonder to me is how he waited so 
long with such a heavy reckoning to pay if caught. It is also a marvel 
how arrangements for his capture were so long delayed on the part of tJie 
Sydney Government, and the friends of his previous master, whom he had 
murdered. At the time above mentioned, on one of his attendances in 
town, before he returned to the Bull's Creek Station he came and in- 
formed me he had found at the Post Office a letter from an uncle of 
his in good circumstances at the Cape of Good Hope, who had written ta 
him in answer to one he had sent him, and in that pressed him to come 
without delay and live with him. As at that time tnere was a vessel in 
Port Adelaide from that colony, I believed his tale. He made on thia a 
most pressing application for me to excuse him the remainder of his^ 
engagement, that he might get to a fresh colony where he would be far 
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away from a prison population, so I consented to his request on the con- 
dition that he found a good man to take his place, and asked him if he could 
name such aone, on which he gave me the name of Bob Moorhead, whom 
I knew to be a first-class bushman and a good stockkeeper. I accepted 
him as a substitute, so the two men went out to muster the cattle, and I 
followed. (It may not be out of place here for me to say that I rode as 
many miles over the country at that time as any man, and was so engaged 
that I was brought into many remarkable adventures which I propose to 
relate. In doing so I shall have to describe much of the conduct of the 
ex-prison population from the convict colonies who had joined us. Al- 
though this class gave much troubla to the Government and also to the 
free settlers, it must be admitted they were of great service in the com- 
mencement of the new settlement). The cattle being found all right, 
were handed over to the charge of Moorhead, of whose previous history 
I knew something, as related to me by the gentleman who brought him 
down with him from New South Wales, so far as that he had gained a 
conditional pardon and freedom, for his general good conduct as a prisoner, 
and for the exemplary services he had rendered when accompanying 
Major Mitchell, Surveyor-General, in his explorations in the Province 
of New South Wales, but he was not at liberty to leave the Australian 
Colonies. 

Shortly after my return to town, after handing over the cattle to the 
new stockkeeper Hart waited on me with great glee, to tell me he had 
succeeded in obtaining the situation uf steward on board the ship which 
had brouffht his letter from the Cape, to return with her to that port. 
He was Pressed smartly in ship costume, and appeared no more as a 
bushman. He now received from me his money in sovereigns, about 
eighty pounds, with the most grateful expressions, not at all called for. 
After this he frequently managed to meet me, and took every opportunity 
of addressing himself to me in public places, especially if any policeman 
was in sight ; but he kept on board ship some days before the snip sailed, 
and 1 saw him no more. Within a month after this the herd of cattle 
arrived for me, down the Murray, which I had ordered from the same 
stockholder who had brought down Hart on his previous trip, and had 
recommended me to employ him. From him, to my amazement, I heard 
the following account of the crime Hart had committed immediately 
before he joined him. Hart's previous employment had been with a 
squatter on a cattle station on one of the upper branches of the Murray, 
wno engaged him knowing him to be a runaway convict. With this 
employer he had remained about two years, when a herd of cattle were 
heard of, as going down the main stream of the river. At this time, on 
his obeying the order to bring his master's horse ready for him to mount, 
and after he had fastened the horse to the rail in front of the " govern- 
ment house," as the hut used by the owner or manager, is called, he 
entered the room where his employer was sitting after his breakfast, 
and petitioned him in return for nis services to give him an old stock- 
horse with saddle, &c., to enable him to overtake the party with cattle 
going down the river to the new colony. To this his master replied, 
** No, you rascal, I will send you in to the Government." On this Hart 
made a jump to a corner where stood a loaded rifle, and shot his employer 
dead. He then immediately rushed out and mounted the tied up norse, 
and rode for his life, but there was no fear of his being immedAa^ti^V^ 
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pursued, as the assifrned and freed men sympathised with him. He had 
eerved this employer for nearly two years, and had only received in 
return rations and bush clothing. One mounted man from the station 
started immediately to report the circumstance to the nearest police — 
some miles to the east — wnile Hart was escaping to the west. These 
particulars I heard from my friend, who brougnt me the cattle ; also that 
Hart on overtaking him on his previous trip, when he came within one 
daVs journey of his party, destroyed the horse on which he escaped in a 
thick clump of bush, and joined him on foot. I felt greatly shocked on 
receiving such news of a murder committed by a man who exhibited 
such a different character whilst in my service, and who had been so 
faithful and true to me ; but I had now the key to explain his action in 
leaving his money in my hands, in connection with his great care of the 
horses, especially one of tbem ; also in his obtaining from me a valuable 
gun, which he left in the liut, and where also were found capacious 
saddle-bags which he Iiad made, a leather cover for the gun, and other 
articles useful on a long journey. So I concluded his original intention 
was to have gone away overland, if the chance of the Cape voyage had 
not presented itself in place of the original plan he had designea ; which 
if he had carried out, his conscience would have been clear as to any 
injury done me in what he would have taken away, viz., the horse, gun, 
(fee, as the money I held would about cover their value. I may mention 
he had frequently offered to buy from me the best of the two horses, 
named Browny, but I would not sell him. 

I must now give an account of Moorhead and his fatal end. I have 
to relate circumstances of a most shocking nature, for he also had com- 
mitted murder. I have shown that at the muster of the cattle I was 
alone with these two men, who had been guilty of such heavv crimes, 
but I must say that from their conduct and language, such actions as I 
afterwards learned thev had been guilty of I could not have imagined to 
have been perpetrated Toy either of them. I do not think Hart had made 
a confidant of Moorhead as to the crime of killing his master when he 
rode away from the station, or that he told any of the men in the party 
with whom he came down, as most of them returned to New South 
Wales to biing down the second mob, as one or other of them if they 
had known of the murder he had committed would have jumped at tb« 
reward which they would well know would be offered ; for although I 
have found some honor among men of this class, it is the exception and 
not the rule. I have also special reasons to think he had not told Moor- 
head. For some time Moorhead went about his work to my satisfaction, 
but I found him getting more and more morose and melancholy, and, to 
tell the truth, I myself became somewhat uncomfortable by being alone 
with him, and in consequence enga&red a hutkeeper. But I did not find 
the stockkeeper to get better in his mind even with company, and fortu- 
nately for myself I proposed to him to go into town for a few days, after 
he had got the cattle together, and see if a change would improve him. 
The news of the crime his friend had committed having been made public 
appeared to have stirred up reminiscences of his own crime, and the two 
things together had preyed on his mind. Well, he carried out my 
instructions, and left the station for the town, and put up at an hotel in 
Grenf ell-street, and there remained only a few days, when, as he did not 
appear at the breakfast-table one morning, a servant was ordered to go 
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to his room, and as no answer was obtained to a summons ffiven to him^ 
and his door was found fast, a forced entry was made, and he was found 
dead, with his throat cut by his own hand. 

Recitals of the miserable careers of fellow-creatures of the prison 
class are always painful to give, but in relating occurrences of the first days 
of the colony, some of these sad tales should be given, in the hopes that 
the young may be deterred by reading these examples taken from real life, 
from leaving by a first step the paths of rectitude. They serve to prove 
how next to impossible it appears to be to return and eradicate the stains, 
and to get rid of evil habits thus acquired. The opinion I formed of 
these two men, from the necessary intercourse I had with them, was that 
neither of them had originally got into trouble, as they call it, by ordin- 
ary depredations. 

I iiad found Moorhead apparently in a most uncomfortable state of 
mind, commencing from the time the news came down the river from 
New South Wales, which was soon followed by confirmation by ship, 
with the notice of the reward of £600, offered by the Governor of New 
South Wales for the arrest of Hart, for the murder of his master. An 
officer also arrived with a warrant for hi3 arrest. Before this news came^ 
down Moorhead had shown me the conditional pardon on parchment he 
had gained, granted him by Governor Darling, setting out that he had 

been sentenced to death in India for the crime of (here was an 

erasure J, which had been commuted to transportation for life to Sydney, 
in consideration of circumstances, &c. , and an account of his good con- 
duct as a soldier, &c., &c. Moorhead explained that the word had been 
worn out by being in a fold of the parchment, and confessed he had killed 
a Lascar in a quarrel about a native woman, and that the man had 
attempted to stab him, but he wrested the knife out of his hand, and with 
it innicted a death wound. He made the above confession to me a 
few days before he left the station. He alfeo showed me high testi- 
monials from Sydney Government Officials, and here ends the career 
of Moorhead. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 



Sbttlbment of Port Lincoln. 

In introducing a chapter on the settlement of Port Lincoln, it is neces- 
sary to explain that I have received full information as to the 
*' experiences" of the first settlers in this djistrict of the colony from two 
gentlemen who were in the party which first arrived there to form the 
settlement, and were amongst the most active in that work. From them 
and others I have been favoured with descriptions of the first trials 
endured, and of a sad accident which occurred at the opening scene, as 
well as accounts of the first murder by the blacks of a youth a short 
distance from the township. 

I commence with the visit and inspection by Colonel Light of the 
unsurpassed natural harbour of Boston Bay and the neighbouring 
anchorages. On August 20, 1836, Colonel Light, Surveyor-Genera^ 
arrived from England at Kangaroo Island in the brig Rapid, and anchored 
in Nepean Bay. Although he found the harbour a first-class one, as far 
as safe and extensive anchorage was concerned, he without hesitation 
decided that the Island was not the place to fix on as the site for the 
capital of the colony. He remained till the 7th September to refresh 
and water, and to examine and survey the Bay, and tnen sailed up Gulf 
St. Vincent ; and after calling at a small bay, which was named Rapid 
Bay, continued on his course, and landed at the mouth of the Fifteen 
Mile Creek, now called Port Adelaide, the entrance to which is honoured 
with the name of Light's Passage. Mr. Pullen, ordered by Colonel 
Light, was the first to enter into this natural port.* Being delighted 
with the appearance of the country, he decided the neighbourhood would 
be likely to afford a suitable spot on which to place the capital. To 
carry out the instructions of the Commissioners, he left Mr. Kingston, 
Mr. Finniss, and other members of the survey party, to carry on a more 
extended examination of the adjacent country. He then sailed in the 
Rapid for Port Lincoln, of which navigators had nublished such favour- 
able and, as he found, correct accounts, Le , as to tne beauty and capacity 
of the harbour ; but of the adjacent country no information was extant. 
Arrived in Boston Bay, he found all published accounts of the bay itself 
fully warranted, and other anchorages all that could be desired ; and if 
the harbours had been backed up by such a country as he had seen om 
the eastern sidp of Gulf St. Vincent, no doubt he would there have fixed 
Adelaide as the capital ; but from every point of vantage as an elevation 
from which to view the interior, the picture was so unfavourable that he 
Quickly made his decision in favour of the eastern side of Gulf St. 
Vincent. 
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The account I shall give in this chapter of the first experiences of 
the pioneers in settling the Port Lincoln district, and I may say the 
history of the settlement, if continued through the forty suhee- 
quent years, is sufficient to prove the correctness of Colonel Light's first 
and hastily-formed decision, that the country between the Mount Lofty 
ranges and Gulf !St. Vincent held out an ample prospect of rich well- 
watered lands sufficient to carry a numerous population; while the 
anticipations founded on the reports of navigators of Nepean Bay and 
Port Lincoln as to fine and extensive harbours were not likely to be 
realized, those harbours not being in connection with open and suitable 
land for agricultural settlement. 

1 now pass to the year 1839, and commence by giving the narrations 
of Captain Hawson, Mr. T. N. Mitchell, and others, taken down from 
their lips. Mr. Mitchell was. one of the passengers by the Abeona, 
Captain Hawson, and also on board were Messrs. C. Fenn, K. Todd, W. 
Williams, J. M. Phillipson, and others, whose names may appear in the 
course of this narrative. The landing was made in March, 1839, in 
Boston Harbour, at Happy Valley. By the captain and passengers it was 
arranged that those on shore should fire a vollev and hoist the British 
flag, and that after a certain interval of time, the mate, named James 
Hunter, should answer by firing the one and only carronade on board. 
The volley on shore having b^en fired, the first discharge of the gun on 
board took place, and shortly after they were surprised by a second 
discharge of the gun on deck contrary to orders, and also by witnessing 
a splash in the water following the report. It was evident an accident 
had occurred, and Captain Hawson, with Mr. T.N. Mitchell, immediately 
pushed off in the boat. On arriving on board they were horrified at 
Bnding one of the seaipen lying in a pool of blood on the steerage deck. 
He was begging to be thrown overboard, his eyes were literally blown 
out, one of his cheeks was lacerated, his hands shattered, and his body 
otherwise injured. Mr. Mitchell, having previously operated on animals, 
and having fortunately with his luggage a medicine chest and a case of 
surgical instruments, m the absence of any surgeon amputated part of 
one hand, and dressed his face and [wounds in the best way he could. 
The captain at the same time set about the discharge of passengers' 
luggage and cargo, so as to lose no time in returning to Adelaide, and 
placing him, if then surviving, under professional treatment. It was 
ascertained that poor Hunter had most improperly, |in ramming down 
the powder used an iron bar, and thus the powder had exploded, the 
splash seen by the captain and others on shore being the iron bar striking 
the water. The running up of the British flag, part of the introductory 
ceremony, happening almost at the same moment as this accident, the 
tmfortunate occurrence was looked upon as a sad opening of the settle- 
ment. The brig was soon under way, and made a quick and comfortable 
passage to Holdfast Bay, and the sufferer was conveyed to Adelaide. Mr» 
Mitchell accompanied Hunter to attend to him, and to alleviate his 
ponies as much as possible. The patient arrived in the Adelaide 
Hospital alive, much to the surprise of Dr. Wyatt and other medical 
ffentlemen, who were soon in attendance. The building then used as 
file public Hospital was situated near the Black Swan, on North-terrace, 
and was a small thatched hut. The maimed man recovered, and sur- 
Tived some years. 
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Such was the first experience of the inhabitants of the Port Lincoln 
town and settlement. The splendid harbour has not ud to this time 
(unsurpassed as it is in its accommodation for a large numoer of ships of 
any size) been much used, the back country being deficient in agricul- 
tural land and abounding in large scrubs, with a scarcity of water, and 
in consequence grazing stations have been few and far between. 

Captain Hawson returned with his ship and passenger, Mr. Mitchell, 
and ancnored again in Boston Bay. No time was lost by the few 
arrivals in organising an exploring party to view the country and discover 
its Capabilities, Captain Hawson being leader, with about nine men all 
on foot, an overlander called Yorky carrying the bulk of the provisions. 
The direction fir«t taken was about south-west. After passing over a 
barren and sandy country, and travelling three days they made Cglfin's 
Bay, where a little fresh water was found, but not sufficient to 
satisfjr the wants of the party. They then turned in a north-west 
direction to reach a range of hills in sight, on arriving at which it was 
decided that the bulk of the par^ should rest, and remain at a certain 
spot, while the leader (Captain Hawson), Mr. Mitchell, one other member 
of the party, and Yorky, with his load, should surmount the range. 
This was carried out. and the active party struggled up the steep and 
rocky range, which was named by them the Marble Range, from finding 
large masses of c^uartz, and what was taken to be marble. The prospect 
not being promismg in any direction from the summit, no open country 
being in view, it was decided to continue N.E. ; and unfortunately 
for the explorers by some accident Yorky, the bearer of the main 
portion of the provisions, separated from the descending party, and 
was no more seen until they returned to the encampment at Happy 
Valley. The party had now to depend entirely on their return journey 
on the small quantity of provisions which they had in their wallets, ana 
on brackish water, until a black was caught, who was induced to point 
out some of their watering-places in the direction of the new settle- 
ment, and the party had to subsist for four or five days on a few small 
birds. On arriving at the settlement at Happy Valley, as they had 
called it (but where they had not yet experienced much of that feeling), 
they found their provision-carrier had arrived before them, but without 
much inconvenience to himself. The black, who may be said to have 
saved the lives of the explorers by pointing out good water, remained 
with them a short time, and for a time his friendship was secured. 

The first water shown by this blackfellow was on a rise near a hill, 
which they named Mount Gawler ; and here the first sheep-station was 
afterwards formed, by Mr. John Brown, from Shields, who soon after- 
wards was killed by the blacks, as was also a Mr. Biddle, who subse- 
quently formed a station about five miles from Brown's place, with some 
others employed on these first stations. Full particulars will be given in 
a future number, as well as of the slauffhter of young Francis Hawson, 
tv;-^Ive years of age, which was the first murder committed by the blacks 
in this part of the province, and which took place at a small outstation, 
about seven miles from the first settlement at Happy Valley, when he 
had happened to be left alone, his elder brother having gone into the 
settlement. 

It was not long before the inhabitants of the small settlement were 
cheered by the arrival of Captain Porter, with his brig Porter, named 
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after himself. His cargo was chiefly provisions, of which the inhabitants 
had run short, and, much to their inconvenience, he refused to sell. His 
brig Dorset, which he had sold at Port Adelaide to Messrs. Smith and 
Shane, also soon after arrived, with a number of Van Dieman's Land 
labourers — old lags — under engagement to them. The Special Survey 
No. 1 had been taken up in the name of Smith & Hawson, to cover 
which an Association had been formed as co-partners in laying out the 
township and country (the latter in 20-acre blocks) on the 4,000 acres to 
be selected out of the 15,000 embraced in the Special Survey, which was 
conveyed to Mr. Osmond Gilles and Dr. Knott, in trust, by Smith and 
Hawson, as trustees to represent the parties who had contributed to aid 
them in the £4,000 purchase-money, Mr. Winter, surveyor, being em- 
ployed to lay out the allotments. 

The next unfortunate circumstance which occurred was the pecuniary 
difficulties in which Messrs. Smith and Shane shortly found themselves 
at the commencement of the general crisis, when they could not continue 
to employ the rough characters whom they had introduced into the infant 
settlement ; nor could they complete their bargain for the brig Dorset, 
which then fell into the hands of Mr. Emanuel Solomon, of Adelaide, 
who employed her to the great benefit of the older settlement of Adelaide, 
as will be reported in another article. The rough characters who were 
thus thrown out of work by the difficulties of their employers commenced 
to supply their own wants by committing robberies on the small stocks 
of the already needy settlers, who, few in number, and not altogether in 
harmony, did not combine together to resist the depredators, who carried 
on their actions with impunity, helping themselves frequently in open 
daylight. At this time no police had been provided or sent by the 
Government. 

The Government were appealed to for protection, aud Mr. Matthew 
Smith (some years afterwards Commissioner of Insolvency) was sent as 
Resident Magistrate, with Mr. John Irving Barnard as clerk ; also a 
body of police, with Sergeant McEllister (who subsequently rose to the 
dignity of M.L.C.), and four private policemen. After this disorders 
were quelled, and the settlement went on in a quiet jog-trot way until 
the inhabitants were aroused and delighted by the arrival of a French 
whaler, the Recovery, Captain Latham, who remained to water aud 
refresh, and, havinof given and received hospitalities, contirued his cruise 
after the monsters of the deep, promising to return. He soon fulfilled 
his promise ; and to the \oj of the settlers soon after he dropped anchor, 
two more whalers arrived, all foreigners, and took up their stations and 
anchored without the aid of pilots. Now Boston Bay presented an 
interesting and unusually lively appearance. The next arrival was a 
most remarkable one, namely, a large whale, come in as it were to offer 
sport and voluntary sacrifice of a body burdened with a superfluity of 
fat or blubber. Boats from all the vessels were soon in chase. Although 
the bays are spacious enough to shelter and accommodate the large&t 
fleet ever afloat, the space afforded for the sport of fastening on to a 
full grown whale, and keeping hold till death of the game, was found to 
be limited by the monster, which, after staining with its blood the 
waters, was at length made fast to the side of the whaler Nile, the boats 
of which ship were successful in the race. The whale was longer thau 
the ship to which it was lashed, and the affavt ^^ ^ «v^\.\}w6\\^^'v\kx\\'^ 
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were gratified with, and such as seldom, if ever, has been afforded to 
1 mdsmen on shore. The carcase yielded about fiftj tuns of oil, as was 
reported ; the crew would not be likely again to have the same work to 
perform under such favourable circumstances. It is somewhat remark- 
able that before the whalers left their anchorage, two more whales were 
sighted but escaped. 

I^fore the settlement of South Australia was made, the southern 
sandy beaches and sheltered coves were favourite places of resort fur the 
female mammals to visit once a year ; but now, with the numerous 
ships, especially the steamers, which are so constantly passing to and.fro, 
the whalers have to visit other seas, and such profitable visitors are not 
now caught in our province, and only occasionally a stray one may be 
seen off Encounter Bay, or t© the south of the Great Australian Bight. 

I give an extract from the SotUh Australian Magazine of November, 
1841 (long defunct), furnished by the late Mr. Bentham Neales, who 
was one of the first supporters of the settlement at l^ort Lincoln, as he 
was of the general business of the colony. The extract is as follows : — 

^^ I have as yet taken my stand on solid land, and have said nothing 
of the open sea. Look at the map, and you will see from this port 
(meaninp: from Port Lincoln) to the westernmost extremity of the pro- 
vince barren sandhills. Says the traveller, these in fact are universal. 
True, so are the bays, coves, and inlets universal, literally teeming with 
live oil, which the prevailing winds, with the requisite amount of human 
industry, would at once bring up to the head-quarters provided by nature 
— Boston Bay. Last year (1840) four French whalers and one American, 
fished between this place and Fowler's Bay, and this year at least six 
foreigners are on the fishing-ground, taking away the riches which we 
neglect. A small branch of the Adelaide Fishing Company, at Sleaford's 
Bay, is all that has been yet attempted ; although it is well knovm that 
no less than thirty-two whales have been seen in Boston Bay this year. 
Should a larger Company be formed, as several excellent spots can be 
pointed out, it appears quite evident that the whale fishery will be ere 
long one of the principal sources of the wealth of the Fort Lincoln 
setuers." 

The most interesting visitor with whom the inhabitants were after- 
wards favoured was Lady Franklin, who, with her daughter, arrived in 
the brigantine Abeona, from Hobart Town, commanded by Captain 
Blackburn. This amiable lady and devoted wife had undertaken the 
duty of paying this visit, and encountering m her own person hardships 
at this early period of the settlement, when no suitable acconmiodation 
could be afforded her, or means to aid her in her toilsome work. Her 
object was to prosecute the difiicult search for the spot on Stamford Hill 
from the highest part of which Captain Flinders, under whom her gallant 
husband was an officer, had taken his observation when on his visit some 
years before, he was engaged on a marine survey in the ship Investigator. 
On the spot, when found, I^dy Franklin's determination was to cause to 
be erected a suitable work as a memorial to commemorate Captain Flin- 
ders* visit and its accomplished object. Captain Blackburn, with some 
of the inhabitants, accompanied Lady Franklin and her daughter on foot 
to fulfil this arduous duty. When reached, the steep and rocky range 
had to be climbed, and on the summit being attained the exact spot had 
to he worked out and discovered by observations until a correspondence 
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with Captain Flindors* record was obtained. The ranp;e was found to 
liave so large an amount of metallic ore in its body that it was necessary 
to work the instrument placed upon the bent back of one man^ resting to 
give steadiness on another. The person on whose back was placed the 
instrument was Mr. T. N. Mitchell, his support one of the Hawsons. 
After many trials a correspondence was obtained, and then the spot was 
marked, where the contractor (Mr. Kellet, of Adelaide) afterwards 
erected a monument dedicated to Oaptain Flinders. Anything I can 
write to record this devoted action of tne gallant wife of a gallant sailor, 
whose life was afterwards lost, as is so universally known, in command 
of the party sent to seek the North- West Passage, will very inadequately 
record Xady Franklin^s virtue in this instance, which is in keeping with 
her untiring and self-sacrificing actions in sending out naval expeditions 
to discover the remains of her lost husband. Never was there a nobler 
man than Sir John Franklin, or one blessed with a worthier wife. 

In continuing the "experiences" of Port Lincoln settlers I shall 
have a deplorable record to furnish in succeeding chapters of a long suc- 
cession or murders occurring in this part of the province ; many more 
detached cases than have occurred in any other district of the colony, the 
inhabitants being few in proportion to the extent of country occupied. 

It is to be noted that the natives who committed the earliest mufders 
were not caught, nor is it known or probable that the settlers retaliated, 
or some deterring effects would have been in all probability the result. 
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CHAPTER KX. 



/ Arrival of Pastor Kavel axd German Immigrants. 

The arrival of Pastor Kavel in the year 1838 with a flock of German 
EvaDgelical Lutherans must not be forgotten as a valuable addition to 
our population. I have much pleasure in adding his name to the list of 
early ministers of religion who brought into our province, and in their 
official characters exhibited true uhristian feelings and energy and 
evinced a thorough freedom from sectarian narrowness. 

In the months of November and December in the year 1838, the 
ship Zebra, Captain Ilahn, and the Prince George arrived from Hamburg 
with German families, under the pastoral care of the Rev. Mx Kavef, 
who was truly a shepherd over them, not only administering c their 
spiritual wants, but also acting as overlooker to a great extent to cheir 
temporal affairs. The community of useful colonists whom he brv/Ught 
out had been assisted to a great extent by Mr. G. F. Angas, of London, 
liow of Lindsay House, Angaston. 

On this action I may remark, without fear of contradiction, that 
this wealthy and beneficent gentleman never made a better use of hia 
money than aflbrding to this body of Lutherans the means to migrate to 
this colony, and to escape from the persecution to which they had beea 
subjected in their own country. Without being guilty of an intrusion 
on the quiet and unostentatious actions of Mr. Angas, I think, as a 
public benefactor to a much greater extent to the colony of South Aus- 
tralia than any other of its founders, some record should be made in these 
discursive papers of the obligations we owe to him. He was not only 
one of the Committee who struggled to obtain our charter ; but when 
his funds and presence in the colony were so much needed he further 
made large investments, and a few years later took up his residence 
among us, and is now spending his last days here, and thus has set an 
example which has not been always followed by those who have made 
their fortunes here ; too large a proportion of such fortunate individuals 
being now absentees, drawing their incomes to be spent in other conn- 
tries, and untaxed by us. 

Shortly after the arrival of Pastor Kavel with his numeroue 
children — as they might truly be called from the benign influence he 
exercised over them — he called upon me and explained the circumstances 
under which this large body of immigrunts had arrived, viz. — that they 
were generally poor out industrious and honest ; that they had been, by 
the assistance of a loan, enabled to make the passage, and that they 
required cattle and other things, including land, which they must to a 
great extent procure on credit, and asked me if I could oblige them with 
cattle. Some few amongst them had money, and might pay with cash ; 
tome could pay part of the purchase-money, and those wno required full 
credit would pay instalments at certain fixed periods. I did not hesitata^ 
to comply, tad was soon visited by a iminbent ot Vi&'^Qi^V^. 
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First came a smkll capitalist who wanted a .pair of oxen, and exhi- 
bited his small bagf of sovereigns with some pride. At the time the 
stockyard in town was full of cattle brought in for sale. He pointed out 
to me on the outside of the yard a handtruck to which he had fixed a 
long slight pole, and gave me to understand that he wanted a pair of 
oxen to attach to that vehicle to take his luggage, with which it was 
loaded, over the hills, pointing to Mount Lofty. He had a companion 
with him who could speak a few words of English. I knew nothing of 
German. He showed me a rope, and gave me to understand he intended 
to guide or drive the oxen according to his country fashion. As I was 
much puzzled what to do with him, I shook my head to imply that his 
system would not answer with our cattle. On this he again produced his 
money-bag, to which I nodded and said " Yes," which gave him and his 
family much pleasure, and caused them to exclaim " Yah, yah ;" and 
then they climbed on the fence of the large stockyard, in which were a 
number of wild cattle brought in for the butchers. Now ;! had to shake 
my head again and say " Wo, no ;" but it was no use, my customer kept 
repeating *' Yah, yah," and his friend said '* How much ?" pointing out 
two bullocks. He was told £42 the pair. One was the wildest and 
wickedest beast in the yard, and the other a good match for him. As I 
could not make him understand me, 1 was leaving the party when my stock- 
keeper called my attention to a quiet pair of small leaders in another yard 
in which were a number of quiet milking cows, which I told the German 
he could have for £42 the pair in yoke, but he declined with contempt, 
as I had mentioned the same price for the larger bullocks in the other 
yard. Finding I could not make myself understood, and that the intended 
buyer had worked himself into a violent passion, implying, as I thought, 
a charge that I wanted to cheat him, I walked away to my house^ leaving 
him violently gesticulating to my men. 

I had not been long away when I heard a great noise of roaring 
bullocks and men's voices, and returned to see what was the matter. It 
appeared after I left he had tendered to my foreman the money named, 
which was the price fixed for the pick of unbroken bullocks in the yard. 
My men wished for no better fun, so they complied with his wishes, and 
roped up one of the beasts he had chosen, which went quietly into the 
strong bail used to yoke up steers in, and on roping tne other brute, 
which he was so determined to have, the bullock became quite furious, 
and was roaring and dashing about in such a manner that the German 
was frightened enough, and met me begging for his money which my 
man had received. I ordered the rope to be cut, when the beast rushed 
at and cleared the fence, and made off. A man on horseback was sent 
after him, and the bullock was found on the banks of the Torrens where 
he had tossed a constable and seriously injured him, and was quickly shot 
by one of the troopers. As the German nad been so obstinate and had 
caused so much trouble I refused to return his money, but desired him 
to call on me with his pastor. Before he could leave, the man returned 
with the news of the damage done. The German's whole family were 
now present. His wife had in the meantime been handling the quiet 
milking cows in the milking yard, and now they petitioned me to let 
them have two quiet cows in place of the bullocks, with which I com- 

Elied, and the whole family went off with their newly-acauiredl\'^'b'sX.<^5)«. 
ighly pleased, especially as I made a letui-n ot ^^ S^&«t^T^<i^^xv^^^afe 
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price, as the wife had not chosen two of the highest priced ones but the 
quietest, and I was willing to submit to some loss on the bullock to get 
clear of the party. Some of the family yoked themselves to the truck, 
which was such a one as two large goats might have drawn ; and after 
making several journeys, I was told in the same manner by hand, they 
managed to get the whole of their goods over the hills. It must not be 
forgotten that at the time this was done no road had been cut or formed, 
and the greater part of the goods of the community was carried on 
backs and shoulders to the village named by them Hahndorf in honour 
of Captain Hahn. 

I have given the above account of my first transaction with these 
people to show how little they were acquainted with colonial matters. 
I had subsequently many dealings with tnem, and invariably found them 
punctual and honest. I continue to relate what difficulties this com- 
munity had to experience and overcome in acquiring land on which to 
found their settlements. One they formed at »Klemzig, where Pastor 
Kavel lived for years. The other settlement was at Hahndorf, as I have 
already stated. 

Owing to our land system not then admitting of purchase on credit 
from the Government, the Germans who arrived in the early days instead 
of paying £1 to the State paid long credit prices and heavy interest to 

?rivate speculators. For the Hahndorf land they had to pay £7 an acre, 
do not know what interest they were charged, but I daresay 10 per 
cent. New this land was part of the first special survey taken up by Messrs. 
Dutton, Finniss, and McFarlane, at a cost to them of £1 an acre, andi 
was not by any means the pick of their land ; so no favour was shown 
in this essential arrangement with the strangers, who, I think I may say, 
were taken in. They had to pay off the principal by annual instalments. 
The quantity of land was 240 acres, which cost them £1,080. Then, 
through the pastor, they obtained credit for provisions, ifcc, to the amount 
of £1,600, until their own crops were realised on. Their seed wheat had 
cost them £1 a bushel, and they had to procure working cattle at no less 
than £40 a pair. Up to the time of their arrival the inhabitants of 
Adelaide had been insufficiently supplied with vegetables and dairy 
produce, and these at an exorbitant price— butter at 2s. 6d. a lb., and 
eggs the same. The Germans very soon began to carry into the city for 
sale small supplies of butter, and, within a few months, vegetables, 
generally on the backs of the females, and in the same manner taking 
back iJieir supplies of rations. After a time a string of matrons and girls 
would be seen wending their way to the capital at that time in their 
German costume. Before the end of their first year of residence amongst 
us they furnished the townspeople with a ffood supply of vegetables, &c., 
realising to themselves a good profit. At their first harvest their little 
hftndmills were set agoing ; ana they soon cleared off all their debts, and 
purchased from the Government 240 acres of land for cash, at £1 an 
acre, contiguous to their township. 

Their implements were of their own construction, and primitive 

enough, of forms which had been in use in their native countrv for 

hundreds of years. For some time after their arrival we would! see 

funny riga attached to one of their small ploughs or wooden harrows — 

Bajr a woman with a atr&p OTerhei ehoisIdeT "wvtlci axo^^ \a q^ ^mxv^Utc^^^ 

« neceaaary Adrantage giyen to her in length, ttoii ttX tVi^ oV)(i«t ^^x\.«^ 
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«nd a small bullock, cow, or a pony, the husband or father holding with 
one hand the one-handled plough and with the other hand a long pipe, 
which he was deliberately smoking — the wooden plough light enough to 
be carried on a man's shoulder. 

It was not long before we saw them in better circumstances, with 
their pairs of fine and fat horses, kept and treated in a manner which set 
«n example to the settlers amongst whom they had come. 

At an early period old Lubosch (who was a sergeant in the Prussian 
artillery at the battle of Waterloo) opened in the Tillage of Hahndorf 
first a coffee-shop, and soon afterwards a licensed house, and ran a 
pony mail-cart, much to the accommodation of the small population 
then settled in the district. Many a hard battle of words have I 
fought with the old sorgeant, but never succeeded in convincing him 
that the battle of Waterloo was won before the arrival of old Blucher. 
Lubasch claimed to have been with the advanced detachment of guns 
which unlimbered and fired the first volley, and saved, as he maintained^ 
the English army. 

At the first shearing of sheep after their arrival at their village, the 
community at Hahndorf contracted to shear a. fiock for Mr. D. 
Macfarlane ; and as I witnessed their peculiar mode of performing the 
work, I will relate what I saw. The shearers were principally younar 
women, who were waited on by men of the village, who, when called 
on, caught and carried the sheep to the shearer who was ready. The 
sheep was carefully laid down on its side ; the young woman, without 
shoes and stockings, had a piece of thick soft string tied to one of her 
frreat toes, the other end was then tied to the hind foot of the sheep ; 
3ie girl's leg was then stretched out to extend the legs of the sheep ; 
her knee or left hand was pressed on the neck or shoulder of the 
animal, which was then left to her charge, and she commenced her clip- 
ping work, most carefully avoiding any snips of the skin. The number 
shorn by one never exceeded thirty a day. At first I was inclined to 
laugh, but I was soon pleased to see how tenderly the sheep were 
handled. The wool was not taken off very close. The whole party 
worked with a will, and the amount they earned went towards the pay- 
ment for their land, as Mr. D. Macfarlane, the owner of the sheep, was 
one of the original proprietors who sold the land to them at such a smart 
profit. 

This first and successful experiment in the introduction of German 
immigrants was followed by several other shiploads, some, as I am in- 
formed, assisted also by Mr. Angas, and many others who have been 
aided by their friends who had preceded them and been successful. The 
influence of Pastor Kavel was very great, his personal exertions on 
behalf of his countrymen were untiring, and with a perfect f orgetf ulness 
of self, so that he could not fail in establishing a community remarkable 
for probity and respect for our laws ; as the annals of the Supreme 
Court bear witness, that there has been no single instance in which one 
of his fiock has been convicted of a serious offence. The Rev. Mr. 
Kavel was universallv beloved. He had married a wife of an alien 
nation, viz., English, shortly before his arrival, and in this respect 
departed from the general actions of his people, with whotri. a. cL^\\akcv 
degree of jealousy was from the first dispVa^eSi «Le^\iv%\.\k^^Q.mYcv%^\s^'^-- 
framated with the English population amongat. ^nuotci ^^-^ 'W^ ^'^X^^a^. 
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It has been objected to these German immigrants that the colonists do 
not derive any direct benefit from their labor, but this is not a liberal 
view to take, as they rent a good deal of land from English proprietors, 
and when not engaged on their own holdings gladly take work from the 
adjoining settlers. By the untiring industry and rigid frugality of the 
inhabitants of Hahndorf they soon paid off all their debts ; and although 
most of those who arrived here and are still alive, remain in their 
original location, many of the younger branches have taken up land on 
their own account, and are becoming amalgamated with the English 
population. At all events they all, young and old, prove themselves 
good and loyal subjects of our gracious Queen. On some occasions I 
attended the services of the Rev. Mr. Kavel, and, without notice, on hi& 
observing English hearers present he would address us in our own lan- 
guage, apparently to the gratification of his own people. He early 
suffered the loss of his wife, who was buried at Klemzig, and the good 
man seemed for a time almost bowed down with grief. He was univer- 
sally beloved, and he, as well as other ministers of varieus sects of 
religion who had come among us in the early days, was endowed with 
true Christian love, and was free from any narrow sectairian taint. 

He procured the publication of a neat pamphlet, containing statis- 
tical accounts of the colony, with a lithographed print of the city and a 
map of the colony, with letters from German settlers containing glowing 
descriptions of the success they had met with. This little work was ex- 
tensively circulated in Germany, and no doubt has led numbers who have 
left their own nation to join us in this antipodal region. 

Such success having been attained oy the German communities 
which have settled in South Australia with their ministers and religious 
organisations, it appears to me to be regretted that the arrangement 
which was partly made with Bishop Bugnion for a community under 
him to be settled in our Northern Territory was not supported by the 
Colton Government, unless there were discovered sufficient grounds for 
abandoning the plan, as from all accounts I have met with the people he 
proposed to bring have shown their good qualities as settlers wherever 
they have been introduced. 

The following German villages were early formed, viz. : — Klemzig, 
Hahndorf, Lobethal (in which our first woollen factory has been estab- 
lished), Bethanien, Langmiel, as well as several other smaller settle- 
ments, and now as fresh arrivals come they are mere dispersed abroad 
than when the first communities arrived. " From the Hartz Mountains 
and Saxony we have not had the number of miners and smelters as could 
be desired, such workers are specially adapted to obtain and smelt our 
minerals. 
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CHAPTER XXL 



Bushrangers Curran, Hughes, and Fox. 

In this chapter, and one or more following ones, I propose to relate the 
doings of three gangs of desperadoes, who, after alternate intervals of 
liard work and deep drinking bouts, thought to adopt with more impunity 
than was allowed them a course of plunder on tlie scattered stations newly 
settled, when there was only a small and recently established police force, 
whom they lightly esteemed aa being inexperienced; and they were 
also emboldened by the deplorable state of disunion amongst the (Govern- 
ment officials, which had been notorious for some time previous. I first 
remark that after Magee had been punished with death, and his mates 
with transportation for life, it in a snort time became apparent that such 
aevere examples had lost their effect, especially on the following parties : — 
First, Green and Wilson commenced their career by stealing horses ; 
then Curran, Hughes, and Fox started in the most foolhardy manner on 
their short course of bushranging. All these men found to their sorrow 
that an efficient police force had been established. 

I now give the career of Ourran, Hughes, and Fox, who started on 
their expedition in the neighbourhood of Gawler Town, in which part 
of the country they had been at work. The first action in their new or 
renewed pursuit was a visit to the hut of a Mr. Pfender, five miles from 
Gawler Town, and finding the wife only at home they stuck her up as 
they said for a drink. This establishment was a sly grog shop. After 
supplying themselves to their hearts' content, they next demanded money 
of her. To this jshe demurred most resolutely, and as she managed to 
escape and get outside the hut, they fired at her, but did not wound her. 
They then departed, after taking what they chose. Information was 
quickly given to a po}iceman in the «mall infant settlement then at 
Gawler Town, and a mounted trooper started during the night to warn 
people on the few detached stations in the neighbourhood, to put them 
on their guard. Amongst others he called at Captain Walker's sheep 

station, not more than three miles from Pf ender*s residence. Mr. M 

was then in charge as manager, and from him I obtained the following 
particulars : — 

"About 4 a.m. I and the three men, all of them ex-convicts, were 
aroused by a trooper calling us up to inform us that armed bushrangers 
were in the neighbourbood, who had the previous evening attacked and 
robbed Pfender's hut, and had fired at liis wife. They desired us to be 
on our guard. I accordingly set a watch until daylight, and made 
myself as easy as possible. At sunrise the two flocks were sent out, the 
bullock driver (the third man) also left the hut on his duties, and I was 
left alone, but I was not favored with any visitors during their absense. 
At 10 o'clock, or thereabouts, the three men returned a& wsvyft-V l'^ Vst^^*?*^- 
fast, the sheep being left coiling. I oWx^ft^ t\i"t^^ olOsiet \xi«^ ^^'^ ^Si^ 
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theni) named Curran, Hughes, and Fox. I did not take much notice of 
them, as they had frequently called as they passed to their work, but I 
observed they had guns in their hands. Even this did not strike me as 
anything unusual. Shortly after their arrival one of them, Curran, 
walked into my apartment and seated himself without ceremony. He 
had still his piece in his hand. He commenced the conversation by ask- 
ing me if they ceuld have tucker, to which I replied they could when the 
men's breakfast was ready. He said * Oh I but we must have something 
for the road as well.' I now perceived the other men, one at the door ©f 
my room and the other at a window, and that they also had their arms 
in their hands ; and now my eyes were opened as to their character and 
business, and I felt my position as stuck up in a civil sort of way, so I 
asked Curran, in answer to his demand, if they had taken to the bush. 
He answered * Yes,' in a very cool and indifferent manner. I then said, 
* Why have you done this ?* He answered, * It is all through the cursed 
drink.' Then I asked, ' Well, what do you want of me P I will give 
you nothing ; what you get here you must take yourself.' ' Well, we do 
not want much, to iJegin with, where is the damper ? I pointed to a 
large one on the shelf, which he took down and said, ' Is that all you 
have got ?' I said, ' All that is ready baked.' * Well, I won't 
take it all,' and then he cut it in half, and put one part in a bag. 
Then he demanded tea and sugar, and took part of my stock, 
and asked for meat. I said there was none cooked, but some 
in the pot boiling. 'Well, we will wait till it is done.' During 
this time they took caps, powder, and shot, half of what I had ; 
so that under tne circumstances forbearance and generosity marked their 
conduct, for they, as conquerors by the customs of war, had acquired the 
plunder. Their conduct was the more surprising as to their coolness, and 
the little haste they showed, as my men must have told them of the visit 
of the police, and that a hue and cry had been raised some hours before 
their arrival. However, they patiently waited till the meat was ready 
for them to bag the same, and then they produced a bottle of brandy, 
and insisted on all hands taking a drain as a parting eompliment, and so 
departed ; before which I said to Culran, ' You have told me that drink 
has brought you to this, and why do you carry it about with you, as your 
continued indulgence will be likely to bring you iato the hands of the 
police, and to punishment ?' Curran then threw the empty bottle away, 

saying, * There, that is the last b drop we will get,' and then broke 

out in violent threats against several settlers, especially aeainst Captain 
Hall, who had a station near us. Before this I had noticed Fox to be 
quiet, soft-looking, and half-hearted in the work. I spoke to him aside, 
and urged him to give his bad companions the slip as soon as possible. 
This he promised me he would do. They left peaceably, and wished me 
good morning. 

"When they had disappeared, I called the men in, and. asked how 
it happened these fellows came in with them. They excused themselves 
by saying, ' They joined us while we were out in the bush as we were 
about to return to breakfast, and admitted to us that they had turned 
out. On which we exacted from them promises that they would not take 
more than what they wanted to carry tnem on with, nor injure any one 
on the station, or do any mischief, but confine themselves to what they 
required for the road.' They must have been surprised at my manner 
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towards them on their first arrival, as they would naturally think I 
would be down on them, as they say, from the warning I had received 
from the police. After they had'^left I sent as quickly as possible to 
Gkiwler Town information how I had been interviewed ; but then this 
was by the hands of a man who, although in our employment, was one of 
the same class as the bushrangers ; or, as they say, one who had * been in 
trouble,' so that he would not be likely to hurry himself." 

It will be seen in the course of this narrative how exactly and 

speedily Mr. M 's warning prediction to these men came to pass^ and 

how soon two of them suffered the extreme penalty of the law. The 
picture this chapter gives is without exaggeration, conveys to readers 
who have followed us in settling in the colony and to others some idea 
of what risks and trying circumstances those of us had to endure who 
had undertaken to form out- settlements, and what cool courage and tact 
were often required to be exhibited by pioneers. It may be asserted that 

if Mr. M had not commanded the respect and good-will of the men 

under him how extremely probable it would have been that they would 
have merely absented themselves, and have left the depredators at liberty 
to sack the hut and to maltreat their overseer. Many may disapprove of 
their conduct in acting as neutrals on such an occasion, and it may be 
only those who have been placed in similar difficulties who will be able 
to appreciate such half-and-half protection as these men adopted towards 
their overseer ; but it must be remembered that had they behaved in a 
more decided manner they would have heeu " bailed-up" themselves, as 
the term is, t.c, tied up to trees, and the manager would then have been 
at the mercy of desperate men excited by resistance, and left without the 
presence of even friendly neutrals. From my own extended experience 
of such characters, I believe that human beings, however low they may 
have descended in sin and crime, have yet a soft spot in their hearts, 
however small, which may be worked upon when reason has not been 
lost by drink or some calamitous visitation. 

As I was the last person who fell into the hands of these our first 
bushrangers, and was to some extent the means of their arrest, I will 
continue the narrative with my own experience in their short detention 
of me. Their career was a brief one in this their last outbreak. Some 
hours after leaving Captain "Walker's sheep station four mounted police- 
men were sent in pursuit of them, but did not [succeed in capturing them, 
although so close on their heels. The bushrangers next appeared in the 
neighbourhood of Mount Crawford at a temporary station, where a Mr. 
Crawford with cattle overland had settled. It so happened that I 
started from Adelaide a day or two after the bushrangers commenced 
this tour. I was on the look out for a suitable country for sheep. On 
calling at Mr. Crawford's hut I found a man in charge — an old soldier, 
who had a little before been in my employment as hutkeeper. He 
surprised m^with the information that the night before his hut had been 
stuck up by three armed men, that they took firearms, ammunition, and 
rations, and had greatly alarmed him, as he was all alone ; that they 
stopped for the night, and he pointed out the direction they had taken in 
leaving that morning. As I had not heard of their doings in the 
neighbourhood of Gawler Town, T did not know what to make of this 
information. Be pointed to a large gum tree about one hundred yards 
from the hut, and told me they practised their pieces on it, attempting to 
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hit that mark ; but. said he, thev were poor shots, making more misses 
than hits. The following morning, in riding a few miles towards Wood- 
side as it is now called, I came upon a party of troopers who were 
camped there. From them I understood tney were after two horse- 
stealers, and that a reward of two hundred pounds was offered for their 
apprehension. They were much surprised at my information when I 
told them what I had heard only a few miles away at Mount Crawford 
about the bushrangers. I also told them, by what the old soldier told 
me, I thought they had taken to the overland track, i.e., gone easterly. 
To this they replied that they were acting under orders, and must confine 
themselves to tne course pointed out to them. At this time the officer in 
command of them had left them to obtain fresh orders from head 
quarters. 

I then continued on my own course south through the Mount Barker 
district to my cattle station, and remained one night there, and was busy 
in mustering cattle. I afterwards returned towards Adelaide, and about 
f3 p.m. reached Crafer's old bush pub., intending to refresh myself and 
feed my horse, as I had been riding him three days, and had travelled 
many hours a day. As I approached the slab hut I saw a great bustle 
about the place ; but this was not unusual, as a number of splitters and 
sawyers employed in this part of the Tiers were in the habit of frequent- 
ing that place to knock down, as they called it, their hard-earned cheques 
— working like horses, and spending like asses. I alighted at the stable- 
door, close to the hut, and drove my tired cob into the stable, calling for 
the ostler. As no ostler appeared, I pushed my way through the 
crowded tap-room and bar, all in one, and with some trouble entered the 
private room. On turning round to give my orders, I saw standing at 
the door of the room a big fellow with a horse pistol in his hand, which 
he presented at me and said, * Here's another b—- — jimmy ; I'll walk into 
him.' I then heard a voice, which I knew to be Black Dick's, a well- 
known splitter, from whom I had bought much timber, say, ' Let him 
alone ; he's all right. He carries no blunt with him; he is just in from 
the bush.' 

I now found I had stepped into a lion's den, and that these were the 
veritable bushrangers, whose path I had crossed t^'o days before, now 
drawn back by the temptation of drink to what proved to be their fatal 
last carouse. I, however, put the best face I could on the position I 
found myself in, and said in as jolly a manner as I could command, * None 
of your gammon, young man ; Mrs. Crafer, send me in bread and cheese 
ana brandy and water, and send Hardyman, the ostler, to feed my 
horse.' I could now see one of the men (Hughes) breaking open a brandy 
case, and that the landlady and ostler were bailed up behind the counter. 
I shall never forjret the terror stricken faces of these two persons, both 
as silent as death. Now a scuffle occurred, and I saw a man bolt out 
and run past the window and heard a shot fired. Currtn, who had 
bailed up and threatened me, had another prisoner bailed up in the 
corner of the tap-room out of my sight, who observing Curran's atten- 
tion taken off hmiself, took advantage to make a rush out of the door 
with Curran after him. I have since been told that one of the tiersmen 
pushed Curran's arm on one side, thereby probably saving the escaping 
man's life, as they were so few yards apart. I now saw my chance, and 
pushed instantly my way through the half-drunken crowd ,who were 
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enjoying the treat the bushrangers were affording them with stolen 
goods. On reaching the stable-door I fortunately found my cob coming 
out ready for me, as he had found no provender. I sprang on his back, 
and had not time to recover my stirrups, but stuck my spurs into his 
sides, when Curran, returning from the chase, met mo and grabbed, in- 
tending to unhorse me. I struck him on the head with the heavy loaded 
handle of my stockwhip and felled him to the ground. His horse-pistol 
having been discharged, I think he must have cast it away when he 
missed his man, or he would have struck me with it if he had kept it, 
and our positions would probably have been reversed. At this time he, 
as well as all hands, were about half drunk. I then pushed my horse 
as fast up the hill as he could carry me towards town, feelinpr as I 
mounted uie rise a shot might follow me at any moment. When I had 
ridden about half-way I met Crafer, the landlord, on a fast horse. I told 
him what was going on, and that the bushrangers were treating them- 
selves and the houseful of tiersmen to the best in his house, and that his 
wife and servants were bailed up. I urged him to return for the police, 
and that he was welcome to the reward, as I was sufficiently thankful I 
had escaped out of their hands unharmed, except by the loss of my lunch. 
He took my advice, as he said to me, '' What good can I do unarmed 
against armed men and all their friends, whom they have been treating 
with my stuff ?" My pace was necessarily slow, and he was mounted 
on a remarkably fast horse. Before 1 reaclied town I met (Crafer with a 
party of mounted police at full gallop, who found the bushrangers help- 
lessly drunk, and tne handcuffs were put on them without a struggle. 
On wie following morning they were conveyed to Adelaide and by the 
Police Magistrate committed on a capital charge for trial to the Supreme 
Court. I must reserve for another chapter an account of thtfir final 
scene. Here I may mention that on meeting the police I renewed my 
declaration that I should not put in any claim on tne reward, and stipu- 
lated that I should not be called on to give evidence against them unless 
such should be absolutely required. Prudence dictated this course, as in 
the pursuit of my business I was so much exposed to danger from that 
class of men. 1 was present at their trial, but was not called as a 
witness. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 



Execution of Curban and Hughes — Capture op Grben and 

Wilson. 

After sentence had been passed on the bnshrang'ers they were first 
coniined in the insecure gaol of which jolly old Ashton was governor. 
He had a number of short sentenced prisoners under his charge,, who 
were marched out daily to work on the roads, and were locked up at 
night in a wooden building. In a small stone building, called by the 
prisoners **the stone jug," Curran, Hughes, and Fox were confined. 
Whilst these men were under the charge of Mr. Ashton he was informed 
one night by one of the guards, named Kennedy, that he had reason to 
believe by the riotous conduct of the prisoners after they were locked in 
for the night that they meditated an outbreak^ and that he feared they 
were filing the rivets of their irons. Mr. Ashton immediately on hear- 
ing this report sent to the horse-police barracks for a file of men with 
loaded carbines. Inspector Tolmer was quickly on the spot with his 
men. After these were placed around the smaU and insecure building, 
from which prisoners had previously escaped, the door was opened by 
himself and the turnkey. The prisoners being cautioned by him (he had 
at all times a marvellous influence over them), and also in dread of the 
carbines in the hands of, the police, they allowed their irons to be 
examined and the cut rivets of their irons to be renewed, vrithout any 
resistance, but they were left for the night with extra guards over them. 
In the morning IVu*. Ashton waited upon the Governor, and requested 
that Cunan, Hughes, and Fox, and two other prisoners who had received 
heavy sentences, might be removed and placed at the horse-police bar- 
racks, in charge of the police under Inspector Tolmer. This request was 
complied with, and the five prisoners were removed accordingly, and 
confined [in the sergeants' day-room, to enter which it was necessary to 
pass through the guard-room. On one side of the day-room temporary 
beds were made up« on the floor for the five prisoners, who were aU 
ironed. They were under the especial charge of ^Sergeant-major Alford, 
who had a mattress on a table in the same room, on which he rested at 
night. In the outer or guard-room, in bunks, slept three or more 
men with loaded carbines ready, a sentinel also pacing backwards and 
forwards between the rooms. In the first instance the window 
of the day room was not guarded by iron bars. This insecurity, 
oil the report of the Inspector, was ordered by the authorities 
to be rectified, and a smith was sent to do the work. Shortly 
after this was done, after the prisoners were ordered to turn in, and the 
Sergeant-major was reclining on his mattress, the guard aroused him by 
touching his leg and whispered to him that the prisoners were filing 
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their irons ; on which he got up quietly and passed into the gruard-room, 
and said to the men^ '' I will take a drink of water/' in a loud Yoice, to 
blind the prisoners, so that they should not suspect their actions to have 
been detected. He then charged the men in a whisper to have their 
pieces in their hands, and on his making a signal, to rush into the day- 
room and present their carbines, and on his giving the order, to fire if 
the prisoners did not surrender. He gave them to understand that he 
would return to his mattress and lie down as if all was right, and allow 
the prisoners to continue their work until he gave the signal, which he 
«horuy did, by stripping off their blankets by a pull from the ends at their 
feet. They had, in order to effect their object, covered their heads with 
their blankets, and drawn up their knees so as to reach the rivets, and to 
disguise the working of the files kept up a loud snoring, feigning sleep. 
Hve loaded pieces being presented at them, they obeyed the order to rise 
und pass across the room, and seat themselves on a form, where they 
were kept till morning. Inspector Tolmer had been called in, and in the 
morning communicated to Mr. Ash ton the attempt to escape made by the 
prisoners. Mr. Ashton arrived with a smith ana with heavy irons ; the 
prisoners' lighter irons were taken off, and several of the rivets were 
found to have the heads filed off, and the heavier were substituted for 
the light ones. On the beds being searched, the tools they had used 
W0re found, and some screws to be put in place of the rivets intended to 
be removed. The smith who had been previously employed to fix the 
iron bars on the windows was afterwards charged with dropping the 
implements and screws, the latter being the size of those used oy him in 
fixing the bars. He stoutly denied the charge but was not believed. 
The prisoners were well known to have friends and confederates outside 
who would render them any assistance in their power. 

The prisoners, up to the night on which they made this wild attempt, 
had conducted themselves in a most quiet and orderly manner, in order 
to allay any suspicions as to such an attempt ; but now they commenced 
to behave m a most disgusting and riotous style. Fox and two other 
misoners were removed, and Curran and Hughes, the confederates of 
Fox, only were left. They continued their reckless behaviour to the 
kst ; sad, indeed, to be related of men who had so short a time to live, 
but which time had been unusually extended after sentence was passed 
on them, in the hope that they would use it in preparing for their 
departure, but without anv apparent good. 

The sentence of deatt was in the case of Fox commuted to trans- 
portation for life ; and he was sent to Sydney, but died on the passage, 
it was said, of a broken heart. He was reported to be the son of most 
respectable parents, and was a soft and helpless man, not able to earn a 
livelihood by hard work. He was not tne only individual of this 
character and constitution I have met with out here who, at home having 
proved himself useless and [troublesome, had been shipped off to this 
new country, where sharp and decided attributes are especially called for, 
together with correct principles, and full personal command and restraint, 
to obtain a good position ; but Hughes and Curran were left to suffer 
the last penalty of the law. The Colonial Chaplain (Mr. Howard) 
visited them in their cell, but for some unaccountable whim they took a 
dislike to this amiable clergyman, and wished to see the late Hev. T. Q. 
Stow^ who attended them in the barracks and on the gallows, and ^a& 
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on the platform when the bolt was drawn. His efforts to arouse them 
to a proper sense of the awful position in which they stood were wholly 
fruitless. 

On the fatal morning, on the executioner entering to pinion them, 
Hughes refused to submit to him, and addressed him in unmentionable 
lusguage, calling on him to pull off his mask, and finished by knocking 
him down, when Mr. Ashton had to interfere. After being pinioned 
Hughes required a lighted pipe to be furnished him, and contmued to 
smoke until he reached the gallows, which was erected in the police 
yard to guard against a rescue. At the gallows, Hughes bent himself so 

as to catch his pipe, which he cast away, saying "Nob man shall 

smoke my pipe." At length Curran, who in action had always taken a 
leading part, now called on Hughes to be quiet, and die like a man. To 
the last this most reckless mortal continued his mad career, for at the 
sound of the withdrawing of the bolt setting free the scaffold-flap he 
made a spring, and caught with his feet on the sides of the opening, and 
it was necessary for the hangman to seize his legs to pull him tlurough 
the opened space ; thus, by resisting his inevitable fate, he lengthened 
his last sufferings in this stage of probation before he went to meet his 
Judge in the world to come in so unfit a frame of mind. So ends the 
history of Curran and Hughes. 

It is necessary to step a little out of the course of events in order to 
pve Mr. Alford's account of the time I met with his party encamped 
in the neighbourhood ef Mrs. Murdoch's place, as mentioned by me m a 
previous chapter. He had been nastily dispatched with three troopers 
to catch Green and Wilson, who had nrst stolen from Mr. John Hallett 
a quantity of rations. These men had previously worked for Mr. J. 
Hailett. "With the stolen rations they crossed the Mount Lofty Range, 
and visiting Mrs. Murdoch, robbed her of two horses. It should here be 
mentioned that there was no concert or connection between the two 
gangs of robbers, i.e., Curran and his mates and Green and Wilson, 
although their outbreaks occurred about the same time. Sergeant- 
Major Alford's party had beea sent out with some of the horses unshod, 
and not in condition for a long and severe journey. When I came upoB 
them, Mr. Alford was absent. To his men I reported what I had heard 
at Mount Crawford as to the bushrangers who had visited the hutkeeper 
there. 1 had received no description of them, or their names, nor had I 
heard of their doings near Gawler Town, and the police-troopers had not 
previously heard of their outbreak. The doings of Green and Wilson 
were unknown to me. Mr. Alford and his party had returned from 
the Wellington Crossing on hearing that the men they were pur- 
suing had crossed ; when he deemed it necessary to have horses with 
shoes on, and to be well found in rations and outfit for a stem chase 
through such a desert and unsettled country as they would have to 
travel. He therefore decided to leave his men where I saw them, and 
report himself at headquarters. The day after I saw his men, on his way 
to town with led horses, he called at a recent settlei^s place on the 
Onkaparin^a River, Mr. Richardson's, and there had a drink of milk ; at 
the same time a young man, a stranger, was supplied with a drink. In 
that neighbourhood Mr. Alford saw a ^epherd, who told him that on his 
round the day previous he saw three men firing at a gum tree. It was 
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nngular that Mr. A. and his men also heard shots fired at a distance from 
their camp, and supposed sportsmen were out. 

Mr. Alford continued towards town at a slow pace, and passed 
Crafer's public-house without calling, nor did he see anythbfr remarkable 
in passing. As he approached town he first saw posted placards, and be- 
came aware that the Goyemment had offered a reward of £200 for the 
arrest of Green and Wilson, whom he had missed. Before he reached 
Adelaide he met Inspector Edwards with a party of police, and from him 
he received information of the outbreak of Curran, Hughes, and Fox, and 
that there was a reward of £100 for the arrest of each of those men, and 
that he was after them. Mr. A., on seeing their description, declared at 
once he had seen one of them drinking milk at the same time he got a 
drink at Mr. Richardson's, and now supposed the whole of them must have 
been on the road he had followed, and that two might have been before 
him at CraferS; and the one he saw, whom he pronounced to the Inspector 
to be Fox, would be behind him. Having given to the Inspector a report 
of what he had ascertained of the men he had been after — that they nad 
crossed the Murray — he was ordered to continue on and report himself. 
Thda report made at head-quarters, he was instructed to go back the 
next day to bring in his men, as it was considered Green and Wilson, on 
fresh horses, had got too long a start to be overtaken. 

These men having made good their escape from this colony, the 
Government took the first opportunity by ship to forward to Melbourne 
information as to the crimes of Green and Wilson, a description of them, 
and the reward offered for their apprehension. I should here remark 
that Inspector Edwards and party arrested Curran and Hughes at 
Crafer's pub., as I have before related, so Mr. Alford, by a run of ill- 
ludc, lost his chances of obtaining either of the rewards out. Fox was 
afterwards taken in the neighbourhood. 

The above explanations and additional circumstances show how 
these concurrent outbreaks confused the police party and myself. 

I now come to the successful arrest of Green and Wilson in Mel- 
bourne by two of our officers on their way from Sydney. These police- 
men, namely Corporal Wilkie and private Higgins, having landed some 
prisoners wno had been transported to Sydney, had to take their passage 
oack to Addaide via Melbourne. 

As the vessel was stopping a few davs there, these men spent their 
time on shore, and soon got wind of the reward out for Green and 
WiLson, and were not long in finding them and taking them before the 
Police Magistrate, who remanded them to Adelaide. On their being 
charged at the Police Court in Adelaide with stealing Mrs. Murdoch's 
horses, evidence was wanting to connect them with the stolen animals, 
and so they were remanded from time to time that the required evidence 
might be procured. Nevertheless, Corporal Wilkie and private Higgins 
were the lucky men who received the reward for their arrest. 

The following proceedings, taken to convict these horsestealers, 
will show that Governor Colonel Gawler was determined they should 
not escape. 

An intelligent and active oflScer, Sergeant N , was selected, and 

sent to Victoria to collect evidence and obtain the horses, to complete 
the case against the criminals, and make perfect the work his prede- 
cessors had left undone. . He had ample powers given him, and a letter 
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from our Governor to the Officer Administering the Government of 
Victoria (or Port Phillip, a8 that settlement was then called), requesting 

that every assistance might be rendered to him. Sergeant N was 

accompanied on the expedition by Mr. Lorrimer, then manager of the 
station from which the horses had been stolen, that he might identify 
and claim them when found. By this account it will be seen how 
vigorous the Government was under Colonel Gawler's administration, 
and how regardless of expense in bringing to book the authors of the 
depredations which were now becoming so common. It is a remarkable 
fact that a sufficient number of men with talents specially qualified to 
carry out the determinations of Government in such an early stage of 
the colony should have been found. The sergeant and his companion 
started for Melbourne in a small vessel named Thirteen. The passage 
was most boisterous throughout. On arriving off Port Phillip Heads 
the tempestuous weather and heavy sea obliged the captain to bear up 
for Sydney, his tiual destination, and there our passengers had to land 
and take their passage back to Melbourne by the first sailing ship bound 
there. On arriving at Melbourne our officer presented his credentials, on 
which a mounted trooper was placed at his service. He soon discovered 
the public-house at which Green and Wilson put up, and where they 
disposed of the horses, and was informed that three men were engaged 
in the sale of them, two answering to the description of Green and 
"Wilson, and a third, a man who represented himself to be their master.' 
As to the acting gentleman-master, our officer got a particular 
description of him, and he decided him to be Morgan, who, having been 
transported for life from our colony, was reported to have escaped from 
Van I)iemen*s Land, and was supposed to have landed at or near Portland 
Bay. In coming to this conclusion Sergeant N. was not supported by 
one of the Melbourne inspectors, who held a cortrary opinion ; but he 
acted on his own judgment, founded on the description gained as to the 
extreme tallness of the man, his pleasant countenance, the colour of his 
eyes end hair, and the great probability of his having been picked up by 
his old comrades, Green and Wilson, as they passed through the Portland 
Bay district. As will be seen in the sequel, he was correct in his 
assumption. It now became doubly important that this third man should 
be secured. From the landlord spoken of he obtained much information, 
also from the police, and on following this up step by step, he heard that 
a horse answering the description of one of the stolen ones had been seen 
in the possession of a sporting innkeeper, well known in all the colonies. 
On him he waited, and 6n the question being put to him, " Do you know 
anything of such and such a horse ?" he answered, " I neither know nor 
care." " Then you may expect to hear from me again," replied Sergeant 

"^ . After this, our active officer, 'on Ja visit to the horse-police 

/arracks, seeing the horses brought in from the paddock to be fed, on 
casting his eyes over them, saw a horse which he thought answered to 
the description of one of the stolen ones, and asked if that was a police 
horse ? The answer was " No, that horse belongs to an hotel-keeper, 
and is sent here to be under treatment by our farrier. His owner is Mr. 
— ." Now, this being the individual from whom he had received such 
an unsatisfactory answer to his question, he felt the scent was getting 
hot. The horse was immediately caught, and on the water brush being 
applied to his long coat, at the place where Mrs! Murdoch's station brand 
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should be, it was visible. The horse was then taken in charge for the- 
rightful ©wner. On the following morning the overseer confirmed the 
daim, and the case w;as taken before the Police Magistrate, and on a 
razor being employed, the part was shaved and the brand shown perfect. 
A decision in favour of the claimant was made, and an order given 
to remove the horse to Adelaide, much to the annovance of the sporting 
landlord: This first step successfully gained, and also some information 
of the probable whereabouts of the other horse, arrangements for a bush 
trip were made, on which our officer was accompanied by a mounted 
trooper. The scent being closely followed, the second horse was found 
IB the possession of a sheepfarmer, at a station on the Kiver Plenty, and 
was given up. To make the case complete it was now only necessary^ 
to secure the third man, whom our officer still continued to believe to lie 
the escaped Morgan, although very slight traces had yet been .found of 
him. After riding many miles and visiting many stations the officers 
made a station on the Rocky River, at about one hundred miles from 
Melbourne. To this station tie scent had been followed up, however 
slight and contradictory the evidence appeared. On entering the men's 
hut^ amongst a number of assigned men, Sergeant N. discovered him 
whom he was seeking. On challenging him by the name of Morgan he 
denied that was his name, and said he had never been in South Australia. 
He was now seen with only one arm. Nevertheless, although the ser- 

nt had not heard that he had been so maimed, he took him into custody. 
av be mentioned here that it was afterwards reported to our officer 
that the Melbourne police had some months previously made an attack 
on a party of bushrangers, and after an exchange of shots the bushrangers 
had escaped with one of their number wounded. This was now found 
to be Morgan ; at a subsequent period he confessed that he was the man 
whom the police woundfed, and said that a shepherd had cut off the 
shattered part of his arm, and bound it up. It was still a green, unhealed 
wound at the time of his arrest. He had adopted the quiet life of a 
shepherd in the hopes of recruiting himself, and of getting his arm 
healed. 

In this miserable state he had to walk a hundred miles to Melbourne. 

Sergeant N was unable to procure any conveyance, and at that time 

the roads were not formed. In this shattered state this iron man, as I 
have before called him, walked the whole distance, and with apparent 
ease. 

I now continue to relate the successful completion of the work under- 
taken by Sergeant N , and his efforts in procuring evidence to 

convict Green and "Wilson. 

Having recovered the two stolen horses he brought them to the 

publican L , at whose house they had heen sold, and with them took 

the escaped convict Morgan lack to Adelaide. Morgan, it will be re- 
membered, had been sentenced to death for his share in the attack on 
our Sheriff, Mr. Smart, but the sentence was commuted to transportation 
for life, from which he escaped, and commenced bushranging in Victoria, 
where he lost an arm in an encounter with the Port Phillip police, and 
was finally hunted down by Sergeant N . 

"With this complete array of evidence our officer returned to 
Adelaide, and arrived at the Port early enough to prevent the release of 
the prisoners. HI luck fell against them, for on this day only, an order 



I 



120 Early Recollections and 



had been obtained for tbeir release on small bail. They thus were soon 
presented again before the Police Magistrate, and committed for trial at 
the next Criminal Sittings for horse-stealing, where also Morgan was 
present to be used as a witness. 

The interchange of news and passengers in these days was so infre- 
quent and uncertain, and Sergeant N 's work had taken such a long 

time to perfect, that it was felt the men Green and Wilson should be let 
out on bail, and as no information had been received by our Government 
of the Sergeant's success until he brought the news himself. 

They were in due course tried by Judge Cooper. On the day of 
their trial I was at the Court before the business commenced. In the 
absence of any public Court-house the Judge had fitted up a large outer 
room, now part of the Bushmen's Club House. Here, before the doors 
were opened, I saw the prisoner Morgan in charge of the police, pacing 
backwards and forwards under a verandah, like a wild beast in a den ; 
and here an instance of his extraordinary character was manifested, for 
on his perceiving an officer of police in uniform approaching, on recog- 
nising him he called out, " Ah, Alford !" in a jocular manner, holdinir 
up the stump of his shattered and unhealed arm, ^'you cannot handcuff 
me round a gumtree now, as I have been winged since I saw you," allud- 
ing in this joking manner to the horrid position in which he was left — 
four days and four nights without food or water — after being arrested 
by Mr. Alford at the fisheries at Encounter Bay, as related in a previous 
chapter. Such an instance of nonchalance and hardihood is no fiction, 
although it exceeds anything I have heard or read of. Morgan was at 
this time still under age, and was at that place and time to appear before 
the Judge, with the probability present to him of return to imprisojunent 
for life. That he should under such circumstances call attention to two 
such dreadful occurrences in his short life in this jocular manner is un- 
paralleled. I had it from good authority that after his arrival in A delaide, 
when the Colonial Surgeon examined his arm and found he could not do 
anything for him, he himself gave the information that, after the bone 
was shattered, a shepherd cut off with a knife the part of the limb hang- 
iny by the sinews. Perhaps the most striking feature in his conduct 
was that he exhibited in his manner to Sergeant-major Alford 
no malice against him who had been the agent in fastening on him 
his grievous punishments. I have before mentioned that he was the 
son of convict parents, and what may we suppose his bringing up had 
been ! Many other circumstances have been related of him ; one I had 
from good authority, viz., that when at Encounter Bay engaged at the 
fisheij, he was said to have been crossing between tne mainland and 
Granite Island with a whaler, both the worse for drink wading along the 
ridge of connection, when they both staggered into deep water, Morgan 
released himself from the grip of his comrade and was saved, but his 
mate was drowned. Before this occurrence, something similar happened 
at Adelaide to a man of the same name, and some say it was this Morgan, 
but for that I have no certain authority ; but there is no doubt that two 
men crossing the River Torrens when in flood, by a fallen tree, at mid 
stream wrangled, and both fell in, and here the man of the name of 
Morsran escaped, and the other was carried away by the flood and 
perished. 
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It has been supposed, but I think without foundation, that Morgan 
was a relation •f tne notorious llushranger Morgan, who so long and 
with such impunity defied the police of the neighbouring colonies, and 
was at length shot down in a treacherous manner, as men of his class 
would say, but a man who outlaws himself must take the consequences. 

At the Criminal Sittings on the 7th November, 1840, Green and 
Wilson were brought up for trial as before mentioned, and on the over- 
whelming evidence produced against them were found guilty of horse- 
stealing, and sentenced to transportation for life. 

Morgan was produced as a witness to prove the sale of the horses, 
but his evidence was not admitted or required. He was subsequently 
transported as an escaped convict, and it is to be hoped he fell into good 
hands, for there was little hope that he would recover frum his wound 
or long survive it. No information has been met with as to what 
happened to him after he was banished from this colony the second time. 

Having in this and the previous chapters given the closing scenes in 
the careers of some of the men who had left the old country for their 
country's good, and who had found their way to this new land, as they 
supposed for their own benefit, but not having learned in their transition 
state that honesty is the best policy, suffered accordingly, for the present 
I must leave the histories of such characters, and give a few cnapters- 
on other subjects relating to our earliest days in colonising South. 
Australia. 
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CHAPTER XXin. 



MUBDBB OP THE CrEW AND PaSSENOEBS OF THB WbBCKBB BbIG 

Mabia by the Milemnuba Tbibe. 

On Saturday, July 25, 1840, the inhabitants of Adelaide were 
'thrown into the greatest state of excitement by the arrival of an express 
from Encounter Bay with the alarming news that there had been a wreck 
on the south coast to the east of that station, and that part or the whole 
of those on board after reaching land had been murdered by the natives. 
In a letter from Mr. H. Nixon to Major O'HaUoran, Commissioner of 
Police, the following account was given, which he received through a 
native of the Bay tribe, known as Encounter Bay Bob, who reported 
that two of the Big Murray tribe had arrived, and he gave an interpre- 
tation of their statement as follows : — " They found ten white men, and 
five women and some children, who had been killed ; one of them said 
all killed in one place. It took them three days after leaving the dead 
bodies to make the Mouth of the Murray." Mr. Nixon added that a 
man of the name of Edward Fox said " it would take three days and a 
half to reach Lacepede Bay from the eastern side of the Murray 
Mouth." 

Shortly after the arrival of this information, Mr. PuUen,* who was 
•employed in surveying the lower part of the River Murray, started vrith 
J)r. Penny from Goolwa to search for the wreck, and to ascertain news 
of the people. It will be seen in the course of the narration of the 
searching parties sent out by the Government that although the state- 
ments of the two blacks were only too true as to the fearful 
massacre of the party, in minor particulars their information was incor- 
rect. All were not killed in one place, and the distance was also wrongly 
stated. In the Gazette of August 13 the letter from Mr. Pullen was 
published, of which I avail myself : — *' I started from Goolwa in a boat, 
with the following parties, viz.. Dr. Penny, five sailors, one policeman, 
and three blacks — Encounter Bay Bob, Peter, and Charley. Made twenty 
miles up the Coorong the first day. Next day started at 8 a.m. ; at 
10.30 Peter said some of the whites were killed on the main land to the 
north of where we had arrived. Hauled in, landed, and searched, but 
found nothing. Pushed off, and at 12.30 Peter pointed to the spot 
Tfhere he said the murders had been committed on the coast." 

" We now landed and crossed the neck of land between Goolwa and 
the seashore, not being far from the part of the coast where the Fanny 
had been wrecked some time before. 1 now divided the party into three. I 
and Dr. Penny kept the coast line, directing one party te travel along the 
neck of lana, and the third to push forward with the boat down the 
Coorong, and arranged signals to be used on any discovery being made. 
We had not proceeded far when we were hailed by the centre party, and 
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on joining them the sight we witnessed was truly horrible. There were- 
leg8| arms, and portions of bodies visible, partially covered with sand. In 
one place by itself was a body with the flesh completely cut off th& 
bones, except the hands and feet. Horror sat on every countenance. 
Sad and sorrowful was the task, but we determined to bury the bodies 
in something like decency. The boat was stopped and a spade procured ; 
when, after digging a deep grave, we uncovered the whole of the mangled 
bodies. From one spot we took four bodies — two males, one young woman, 
and a child about ten years old. The skeleton spoken of was a female. 
Two male children, one fifteen, and the other ten, we found in separate 
holes, and at a little distance alone, a female infant with very light hair. 
Both the women had wedding rings on, and one of the men handed me 
their rings. The bodies were in a complete state of nudity, and dreadfully 
braised ^bout the faces and heads. The whole of the bodies were placed 
in the deep grave we had prepared. We were occupied on this sorrowful 
business until 4 o'clock. Friday, 31, pulled down to two miles to bo 
opposite the wrecked Fanny. On reaching the spot saw natives ahead 
01 us, but they escaped. In crossing the strip of land dividing the sea 
from the Ooorong, we came suddenly on two black women who screamed 
Tiolently, but Peter managed to pacify them. They said they knew (rf 
no other wreck, but that some of the people we were asking about died 
further down ; that three of the party — one woman and two men, had 
crossed over to the land by the islands, and there were killed at the spot 
we had searched unsuccessfully, and that the other bodies we had found 
and buried had been killed by a tribe not far from us. On reaching the 
boat a small party of men showed themselves, and at our camping-place 
many more natives appeared, but kept at a distance. On the following 
morning crossed the sandhills and saw many jproups of natives with 
blankets and sundry wearing apparel about them. It was some time 
before they would come near us, and then they threw off the clothing they 
had on." 

" From the silence of this party, when questioned through Peter 
about the murders, and their apparent uneasiness at our searching the 
pockets of the coats, and in examining a woman's bonnet, I was con- 
Tinced we were among the guilty parties, especially on looking at two 
men of the most ferocious and forbidding aspect, such as I never saw 
before. On returning to the boat we were followed by several old men 
who showed no fear, one of whom had a woman's shawl on. Peter, 
who could speak his language, obtained from him that he had brought 
the whole of the party along the coast to a short distance from the spot 
we were on, and caught fish for them, for which they gave him the 
shawl. He knew of no fresh wreck. The number he gave was four- 
teen, not agreeing with another account we obtained. Finding I could 
not take the boat further up the shallow channel I decided to continue 
along the beach on foot, and at intervals found several spars and planks 
stuck on end. On the beaph found a whale-boat. By one ef the natives 
we' were told that the boat was left there by five men who had gone 
across the main land" (these must have been the sailors, yet they werejnot 
subsequently heard of.) 

Mr. Pullen returned, and made his report to His Excellency the 
GoTemor, who appended to the same the following note : — ^' In reference 
to Mr. PuUen's report, I consider it important to remark that the txlbi^ 
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of natives by which the murders described by Mr. Pollen appear to 
have been committed is not connected with the tribes with which the 
'Colonists are in familiar intercourse. From the first discovery of the 
province this tribe, inhabiting to the south-eastward of Goolwa and the 
«ea mouth of the Murray, has been little known^ and when known has 
been remarkable for its ferocity." 

Governor Gawler, with most commendable promptitude, organised 
And dispatched a strong party under the Commissioner of Falice (Major 
0*Halloran), accompanied by Mr. C. Bonney, and Captain H. Nixon, 
with a number of mounted police, and arranged thai* the party should 
l)e joined and strengthened by Mr. PuUen and his ooats' crews, to follow 
up the Coorong arm, or, as it was first called, a narrow lake, running 
east, parallel to the sea coast, and extending within a few miles of 
Lacepede Bay (at that time an almost unknown district), this channel 
was found navierable for boats nearly to its eastern end, but partially 
obstructed by a few limestone bars. The strip of land between it and 
the sea coast is very narrow in its widest part, the western end forming 
the eastern side of the sea mouth of the river. Major O'Halloran 
having crossed the channel at the mouth of the Murray on the 21st of 
August, 1840, with the aid of Mr. Pullen's boats, the horses swimming 
behind the ^oats, made a start the following day as described in his 
official report, from which I quote in continuing the narrative. He had 
■associated with him, as 1 have said. Captain Nixon and Mr. Bonney, and 
had under his command Inspector Tolmer and Sergeant-Major Alf ord, 
with a strong body of mounted police, Mr. Pullen also, with two boats 
manned with sailors, to proceed up the Coorong abreast of the land 
party, all moving in an easterly direction. I continue in Major O'Hal- 
loran's own words. — 

" 1 started at an early hour on Saturday morning, the 22nd instant, 
with the main body along the seacoast, having detached Captain Nixon 
and Mr. Bonney, with an orderly, to keep up communication between 
me and Mr. Pullen in the boats, who were to notify to me if any natives 
were seen, as we were now in the country of the hostile Big Murray 
tribe. About 12 o'clock we discovered a number of natives at a great 
distance ahead of us running from us. We followed in pursuit, and in 
two miles approached them, when they took to the scrub and the sand- 
hills. After a long chase we contrived, without injury to any of them, 
to capture thirteen men, two lads, and about fifty women and children. 
Some of the natives took to the Lake (or Coorong), but were some of 
them captured by Mr. Pullen's party. Upon the persons of almost every 
man and woman, and in almost every wurley (and they were numerous), 
were found various articles of European clothing belonging to males, 
females, and children — many of them stained with blood ; also were 
found an excellent silver watch, and some silver spoons marked with 
JEY. The men were secured and guarded during the night ; the women 
and children set at liberty. On the morning of the 24th the party 
mounted before daybreak to scour the country ahead of us, and where 
Pullen on his previous trip saw a number of ferocious blacks with 
European clothing on them. We beat the country a long way between 
the Coorong and the sea beach, and in some wurlies captured women 
with aquantity of European clothing, male and female, several articles 
of which, especially a woman's under garment, were covered with blood. 
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Close to these wurlies we saw two men who escaped by swimming 
across the Lake (or Ooorong), and at the water's edge Mr. Pullen picked 
up a siulor's cap, which he recognised as worn by one of the worst-looking 
of the men he had seen in his former trip, and who the friendly natiyes 
(he had with him) pointed out as belonging to the party who had com- 
mitted the murders. Finding these fellows would escape I ordered the 
police to fire on them, and they were both wounded ; they nevertheless 
Bwam to an island, on which Inspector Tolmer, having cast off the prin- 
cipal part of his clothes, and hanging his naked sword behind his back, 
Bwam after and overtook them, but before the boat arrived to his aid 
they escaped. At another spot in the same neighborhood, in native hiits, 
we found newspapers, receipted bills in the name of Captain Smith, mail 
letters from Adelaide opened, and the torn leaves of a bible, another 
book, and part of the log of the brigantine Maria. These facts prove 
clearly that the crew and passengers left the ship deliberately, and were 
making their way to Adelaide. It appears strange that we found n» 
arms. The captives on our return to camp were much alarmed, and 
pointed out one of the number as the murderer of Foach and his mate, 
who came down here some time before to the wreck of the Fanny, and were 
both killed. Pieces of the wreck were still lying on the beach opposite 
the camp. The captives also pointed to the mainland across the Coorong, 
and said one of the murderers of the people who had escaped from the 
Idaria was there, and could easily be caught, and two of them, on the 
suggestion of Mr. Bonney, volunteered to bring the man over and give 
him up to us. I sent Encounter Bay Peter with them, and they re- 
turned with the culprit. A formal and deliberate investigation into 
every particular relative to the two separate cases of murder was gone 
into, full particulars of which will be given in the next chapter, of the 
trial by court-martial, under the authority and instructions given by His 
Excellency the Governor. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 



CouBT Martial. 

Monday, 34tli August, 4.80 p.m. 
Major O'Halloran assembled the blacks, the officers and gentlemen, 
«ome of the police and sailors, when the following proceedings too place. 
Bob and Peter, Encounter Bay blacks, were engaged as interpreters. 

The native Mongarawata, who was brought in by Peter and two 
volunteer natives, was now arrainged. 

Major O'Halloran asked of the members of the tribe present — Is 
this the murderer of the white men ] 

Answer — (Unanimously, by the tribe) — Yes. 
Q._Whom did he kill ? 
A. — Only one white man. 
Q. — How did he kill him, and when ? 
A. — With a waddie, and in the day time. 
Q. — Can any of these people show where the bodv is ? 
A.— No. 

Q. — How man^ white men, women, and children were killed? 
A. — Three women, t^o men, and four children. 
Q. — Are th«re any white people still alive ? If you tell me I will 
Toward you. 
A.~None. 
>. — Where is the wreck ? 

-They came along the coast. 
Q. — Where are the graves of the people killed — are they all in one 
place \ 

A. — All in one place. 

Q. — Had the people any guns with them ? 
A. — No. 

Q. — Did the men fight t 
A.— No. 

Q. — Did they kill them by night or day 1 
A. — Day time, with waddies. 
Q. — Had the white man any sword or gun ] 
A — None. 
Q. — How long ago ? 
A. — A short time. 

Q. — Where are the men who killed the rest ? 
A. — More that way (pointing south-east.) 
Q. — Who killed the women and children ? 
A. — The same men. 

Q. — ^^\' here did the prisoner bury the man he killed ? 
A. — At the place we are going to to-morrow. 
Major O'HaUoran — Bob, tell the men of the tribe that as they have 
given up the prisoner as one of the murderers we will not hurt them ; 
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that the great Govenor has sent me to catch and punish the black men 
who killed the wrecked people ; that the next time a white man is killed 
by this tribe the Governor will send me here again with a greater number 
of police, and then more blacks will be killed. That if the black men 
are kind to white men when in distress, the great Governor and white 
men will be friends, and give rewards to such black men. I will take 
Peter and the two men (pointing to them), who went with Peter 
and brought in the prisoners to the Governor, who will reward them. 
The murderer of Koach, Pilgarie, was now arraigned. 
Major O'Halloran — Bob, ask these men of the tribe if this man 
killed white man. 

Answer by the tribe (unanimously ) — Yea. 
Q.— When ? 
A. — Last year. 

Q. — Who was the man, and where did he come from ] 
A. — Encounter Bay. 
Q. — What was he doing ? 

A. — He was coming with another white man to the wreck Fanny. 
Q.— How did he kill him ? 
A.— With a waddie. 
Q. — In the day, or night ] 
A. — The day time. 
Q. — Was he asleep or awake ? 
A. — He was sitting down. 
Q. — Did the blacks kill the other man ? 
A. — Yes. 

Q. — Had the white men any weapon ? 
A. — None. 
• Q. — Did the white man resist ] 
A.— No. 

Q. — Where is the body of the white man ? 
A. — Where the wreck is. 
Q. — Did a crreat many men attack them ? 
A.— Yes. " ■ _ 

Peter, ask the prisoner Mangarawata if he is guilty of killing the 
whites. 

Peter answered — He will not tell. 
Ask the prisoner Pilgarie if he is guilty of killing Roach. 
A. — He will not tell. 

Q. — Peter, ask both the prisoners if any of the blacks present haye 
killed any white people. 

A. (by both prisoners) — ^No. 

Now, Bob, tell these natives present who are under guard that they 
will not be hurt, but they must remain quiet to-night, for I want thom 
to be present to-morrow. Tell them that if a white man kills a native, 
the Governor will hang the white man. 

The Major now turned towards the officers present, and said : — 
Gentlemen — By virtue of the authority vested in my by His Excellency 
the Governor, I declare in the presence of Almighty God, and of those 
assembled round me, that I believe these two men who have been given 
over to us by their own tribe, to be guilty of murder, and to merit death. 
This I declare according to my conacieiic^, ao \i<&V^ is^^ ^^*^% 
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Captain Nixon, I now request of you to give your deliberate opinion 
whether you consider these men guilty of murder and deserving of 
death] 

Captain Nixon — I do, so help me God. 

Mr. Bonney, yours 1 — I do, so help me God. 

Mr. Pullen, yours ? — I do, so help me God. 

Mr. Tolmer, yours ? — I do, so help me God. 

Major O'Halloran — 

Encounter Bay Boh, do you say these men have killed white men 
and ought to die ? 

Encounter Bay Bob — Yes. 

Charley, do you ? — Yes. 

Peter, do you ? — Yes. 

Major O'Halloran then pronounced the following sentence on the 
prisoners : — 

I now, by virtue of the authority I have from the Governor of this 
Province, whose representative I am, pronounce the sentence of death 
upon the prisoners Mongarawata and Pilgarie, that they be conveyed 
to-morrow to the grave of our unfortunate countrymen, and there be 
hanged by the neck, and may God have mercy on their souls. 

[Certificate.] 

I declare the above is a true statement of the question s and answers, 
declaration, and sentence, and that the whole ceremony was carried on 
in an impressive and proper manner. 

(Signed) H. Nixon, 
Captain and Brigade Major, South Australian Volunteers. 

We declare the above to be perfectly correct. 

( W. J. L. Pullen. 
(Signed) < C. Bonney. 

( Alexr. Tolmer. 

August 26th. — A wet and miserable morning ; ordered the cam]» 
to remain here in charge of a sergeant and three men, Mr. Pullen with 
his crew in the whaleboat and the mounted party on horseback to 
proceed with the condemned men and the other natives of whom we 
had kept charge, back about fifteen miles to Palcarra, the place where our 
unfortunate fellow subjects were slaughtered, and reburied by Mr. 
Pullen, where the party arrived at 2 p.m. through incessant rain. The 
gallows was erected a little before 3 p.m., and the murderers were then 
executed in the presence of sixteen natives, to whom I made the 
following address : — 

'^Blackmen, this is the whites' punishment for murder, the next 
time white men are killed in this country more punishment will be given. 
Let none of you take these bodies down ; they must hang till they fall 
in pieces. We are now all friends, and will remain so imless more white 
people are killed, when the Governor will send me and plenty more 
policemen, and punish much more severely. All are forgiven except 
those who actually killed the wrecked people, who, if caught, will idea 
be hung. You may now go, but remember this day. and tell what yom 
have seen to your old men, women, and children.'' 

" The above was interpreted by Peter, and the natives whose hands 

had been imbound by my orders l^fore the execution bolted with as 

amazing amount oi agility. They trembled much before and after the 
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men were swung off. They died almost instantly, and both showed 
extraordinary nerve and courage to the last. The one given up by his 
tribe had the most ferocious and demon-like countenance I ever 
beheld." 

I (the writer) was informed after they had hung the usual time some 
of the men of the tribe were required to touch and speak to their dead 
countrymen, and told to leave the bodies hanging. It need hardly to be 
mentioned that for a long time they avoided that neighborhood. 

Major O'Halloran's report continued — " All the clothing, &c., I have 
carefully preserved in the nopes that they may be identified.' 

The names of the passengers were reported to be Mr. and Mrs. Den- 
ham, three boys and two girls, Geo. Green and his wife, T. Daniel and 
wife, Mrs. York and infant, Mrs. Smith (wife of the captain) Jas. Strut, 
Captain Smith, and mate, and said to be eight men and boys, but none of 
the bodies were ever found. 

" On the morning of Thursday, 27th August, we started south-east 
along the coast, in search of the wreck of the Maria, with six days' pro- 
visions for each man. Leaving Mr. Pullen at the camp, we found fresh 
huts, with European clothing and a watch ; but as we could not carry 
the clothing, I ordered the huts to be fired. The watch dial and the 
upper part was stained with blood. On Friday we moved on at an early 
hour, and soon met Captain Nixon and Mr. Bonney, who had preceded 
the main body ; they reported they had fallen in with two men, Thomp- 
son and Walker (Kangaroo Islanders), from whom I received the follow- 
ing statement, taken down by Captain Nixon. They had passed up the 
Coorong before we arrived at the Goolwa." 

Thompson's statement : — " After leaving the mouth of the Murray 
we passed up the Coorong, and hauled the boat up where we now are, and 
supposed we had made about 100 miles, when we divided our party, two 
to Keep the beach, and two the south shore of the Coorong. On Sunday 
evening we fell in with the longboat belonging to the Maria, having in 
her two oars and a mast, but no sail. We hauled her up above high 
water mark. At about six miles further east we fell in with part of the 
quarterdeck and skylight of the vessel ; at another six miles from 
tiie wreck we found the companion, and then walked on to Captain 
Wright's camp at Lacepede Bay, where he was engaged with a party of 
his men in endeavouring to get afloat a schooner which had been driven 
ashore in a storm ;" this he accomplished, and the craft was taken to Port 
Adelaide. 

"On our return we found sundry other parts of the wreck, which we 
suppose came to grief on Bundin's Beef. Major O'Halloran on his return 
met a native of the Big Murray tribe, named Tom, who said that three 
males and one female belonging to the wrecked party had been waddled 
by some of his tribe not far from where we now stood, being clasped 
round their bodies by some of the tribe while others waddled them. Tom 
offered to show us the spot, and point out the wurlies of the murderers, 
and identify them. He gave the names of two of them as brothers (Pol- 
araynaka and Porielpeepool). As these murderers were distinct from the 
others, both as to locality and the persons by whom committed, we con- 
sidered the duty we had undertaken would not be complete until we 
searched further." 
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After an interview irith His Excellency, who came down and met 
Major O'Halloran and his party before they had left the Ooorong district, 
and in obedience to fresh orders from him, Inspector Tolmer with half 
the number of police returned to scour the country inland, with Mr. 
PuUen and the ooats to keep abreast of them. Major O'Halloran with 
remainder of police, searching along the banks of the Ooorong. 

Major O'Halloran's report continued : — " The several parties returned 
on Wednesday, September 2. Between 11 and 12 o'clock my party dis- 
covered the mangled remains of two Europeans, a male and a female, the 
skulls of both frightfully fractured, particularly that of the female, whose 
lower jawbone was broken. On asking Tom if he knew of these twa 
likewise being killed he said no. No more bodies were found, but a large 
man's shoe and some books. On reaching the spot where the four men 
were said to have been murdered we could not find their bodies. I find 
these seventeen murders — fifteen from the Maria, and two whalers — have 
all been committed by the Milemnura or Big Murray tribe, who are 
notorious among the other tribes as most brutal and ferocious. The 
neighbouring tribes evince confidence in us, and abhorrence of the 
atrocities that have been lately committed." 

The writer was also told by one of the troopers, amongst other 
particulars of minor interest, that when they were chasing the flying 
blacks on the sandhills, and through the scrub to head them, as stock- 
keepers say, some dropped [behind bushes, and the horses leapt over 
them. 

There is no record of any other murders committed in the lower 
Murray district until several years after, when one white man was killed 
some miles to the north of the Ooorong. It will be my duty to give in 
future numbers accounts of attacks by numerous natives on the Ruf us, 
and at some miles further to the east of the great bend of the Murray, 
on parties coming down with sheep, as well as a number of separate 
murders of white settlers by various detached tribes in the Port Lincoln 
district at a later period, such bitter experiences having been endured in 
the course of settlm^ this province. At present I am confining myself 
to the time Colon^ Gawler occupied the seat of Government, from 
which it will be seen what an anxious time he had in protecting and 
saving the lives of the whites, and at the same time the peculiar duty he 
had to perform in adopting such a policy as would discourage indis- 
criminate and unauthorised measures of retaliation against the aboriginal 
race. 

In this chapter I have given the extremely repulsive conduct of the 
tribe of natives which was fost known and called by us the Big Murray 
tribe, on account of its numbers, but which I believe consisted of several 
allied tribes, some more humane than others, and who should have been 
called the Lake tribes. Good reasons for this opinion I consider may be 
drawn from what I have related in a previous chapter of the conduct of 
a section of the natives inhabiting that part of the province as most 
humane and generous, as was experienced oy the crew and passengers of 
the brig Fanny, which was wrecked about two years before the Maria^ 
came to grief. 

But severe censure was visited on the Governor by a certain party 
at home, and by a small section in the colony in opposition to Colonel 
Gkiwler, who made this a handle against him, buf were not in the habit 
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of ezposiiig their own precious bodies to dangers in the bush of any 
kind. I cannot help thinking that the treatment Colonel Gawler met 
with at home after his recall may be attributed in a great measure to the 
xnistaken decision arrived at by the party alluded to acting om the Go- 
Temment at home, which assumes to be especially the protector of the 
aboriginal races, who could not see and would not beiieye that there 
were peculiar circumst&nces to justify the irregular but humane mode of 
action which was ordered by the Governor and carried out by Major 
CHalloran in inflicting the punishment then put in force for such crimes. 
I am not writing as the apologist of the officials, but have taken on 
myself the duty of truthfully recording early experiences in founding 
and settling South Australia. I call upon readers to form their own 
conclusions after reading the particulars of these Milemnura murders, 
and what I propose to record in future numbers of subsequent attacks 
by other Murray tribes on parties coming down from Sydney with stock. 
A much heavier punishment in those cases was ultimately given which 
resulted in a number of the blacks being killed ; and there was no public 
agitation respecting these affairs. As to the Milemnura case, it must be 
admitted that if such speedy and severe action had not been adopted by 
Colonel Gawler, the settlers would have taken the law into their own 
hands, and then who can tell what sad consequences would have ensued ? 
'I at the time became acquainted with the excited feelings of the parties 
under Mr. Pullen* and Major O'llalloran, and know it must have called 
for the exercise of all the influence possessed by the leaders to have 
kept the men from acts of retaliation on their own private account. I 
conceive it becoming all old colonists, in justice to the memories of the 
ffallant men who were the chief actors in the performance of the retri- 
bution visited on the barbarous murderers, to give their decided opinion 
that the punishment inflicted was fully justified by the peculiar circum- 
stances surrounding the case, and with the object of preventing a repeti- 
tion of such horrors, and which object has been successfully attained. 

I have much pleasure in concluding this chapter with an extract 
from a letter published in the Register of the 5th September, 1840, after 
the two reports had reached the Government. 

Of the writer it may be said a more humane and Christian man 
has never occupied a position in office in South Australia than Captain 
G. Hall, then acting Colonial Secretary. His letter followed Major 
CHalloran's report of his expedition against the Big Murray or Milem- 
nura tribe of natives. We who have lived in the colony during the 
succeeding period of nearly forty-one years can certify that his predic- 
tions of the effects of the exceptional action taken have been fully 
realised. Captain Hall said as to the report (t.e. Major 0*Halloran's) : 
— " Upon this statement of facts I would only remark that there is 
great reason to believe that prompt execution of the guilty parties on the 
spot where their crime was perpetrated, and in the presence of their 
tribe, who were fully aware of their guilt, will have a very beneficial 
effect in deterring the natives of that district from making wanton and 
unprovoked attacks on persons or property of Europeans who are about 
to settle in that neighbourhood, tf the offenders had been brought up 
to Adelaide to be tried and punished under the English criminal law, 
the effect of the example would have been lost to the other members of 
the tribe^ who would have been more irritated by the removal of tlieir 

* See Appendix. ^ 
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comrades than awed or impressed by any account which they might hear 
of the punishment of the offenders? " 

Success in the attainment of earthly treasures, even where question- 
able means have been exercised, is, according to a low standard of 
morality, too often rewarded by the key of admission into good society 
and by a cloak covering such delinquencies if within the line laid dovni 
by human laws. But as to the stigma visited on Colonel Gawler on 
account of his prompt action in undertaking the responsibility of 
deviating from the ordinary processes of criminal law in ordering, as he 
did, a Court Martial to be neld on the Milenmura murderers, and in 
issuing a warrant for their execution on conviction, when no other course 
was open to him with any chance of overawing such a bloodthirsl^ 
tribe, except that of indiscriminate slaughter, should not have met with 
censure. In the minds of some this stigma was not removed from him 
during his lifetime, although he lived long enough to know, as also 
colonists have since experienced, that success was attained by his treat- 
ment of that tribe as evinced by their subsequent conduct. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 



Colonel Gawlee — IIis Wobks and Explorations. 

By his early actions the Governor threw life into the service, which 
800X1 affected favourably the general business of the colony. The various 
staffs were strengthened, and the place became much more lively. 

It was soon after the arrival of Colonel Gawler that the erection of 
Bubfltantial public buildings was commenced from the designs and under 
the superintendence of Captain Frome. One of the first was the present 
Gaol, which has not been much enlarged or altered, so that much in- 
creased accommodation was not deemed necessary to be provided for the 
rapidly-arriving immigrants, free and untainted, as they were expected 
to be. Then were commenced two bridges to span the Torrens, substan- 
tial as they ought to have been, but which heavy floods soon carried 
away. Among other energetic actions of the Governor were the various 
explorations on which he went to judge for himself as to the capacity of 
the colony for settlement. After ne had seen as much and had travelled 
as far as he deemed requisite he published his opinions, and gave 
interesting and encouraging reports of what he had seen. He expressed 
his belief that the portion of the country he had inspected would carry 
a large population. I forget exactly the number he ventured to give, 
but I think it was 200,000. He pronounced it to be a decided mineral 
country, and rich in argentiferous and auriferous promises. For 

gublishing these opinions he was laughed at by the croakers ; but what 
as been proved i His anticipations have been very far exceeded, in 
spite of many errors and adverse circumstances. 

In the midst of his active career he received a serious and unlooked- 
for check before he could carry out his policy to success, which unfor- 
tunately *^ pulled him up by the round turn,'* as the sailors say. He had 
exceeded his general powers by overdrafts on the authorities at home, 
but in an amount much less than the annual interest now being paid on our 
loans. His drafts were dishonoured, he was recalled, and the colonists 
were ruined. Ultimately, after a fatal delay, the claims were met by a 
loan, and debentures guaranteed by the Imperial Government. All such 
advances were recouped in a very short time, but the management of the 
colony was taken out of the hands of the Board of Commissioners in 
London and transferred to the Colonial portfolio in Downing-street. The 
constitution provided under the original founding Act, to be granted to 
the colony on the population reaching the number of 50,000, was 
also forfeited. 

A greater commercial crash never fell on any .painstaldng and 
industrious community than we were called to endure when thc^ 
Governor's drafts were dishonoured. The ruin reached every class, and 
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those who had inyested the whole of their capital in legitimate pursuits 
never afterwards recovered their lost position or property. The stagna- 
tion continued over many months. Some few amongst the recent arrivals 
were fortunate enough to acquire stock and land at nominal prices, the 
unfortunate sellers having locked up all their capital. 

During the time Colonel Gawler administered the Government of 
South Australia many special surveys were taken up, which were found 
useful as providing funds at that time, hut which exercised a mal- 
influence in placing so much of the hest and well-watered land in the 
hands of absentees. The rage for special surveys continued until the 
crisis put a stop to all speculation for a time. Amongst others, two 
special surveys were applied for on Yorke's Peninsula, which were after- 
wards abandoned (worse luck for the speculators), as one of them would 
have embraced Kadina and Wallaroo, and the other the mineral land 
fronting Spencer's Gulf, including harbours — one in each gulf. It is a 
well-established fact that the richest mines in this colony have from time 
to time been discovered by parties engaged in pastoral pursuits, and not 
by the purchasers of land to any extent, and so the benefits of such 
discoveries must be credited to the squatting interest. 

I may here mention that the late Mr. Osmond Gilles was one of the 
subscribers to the Association organised to take up the special surveys on 
Yorke's Peninsula, and also acted for some of his friends in England, and 
that he read to me one of his enthusiastic letters to them, in which he 
predicted that there would be included in the properties a port on each 
side of the Peninsula with a railroad connecting them (which latter work 
is just now about to be accomplished). I also remember his angry 
remarks when the speculations were given up. Some year or two later I 
heard another remarkable prediction as to the future of Yorke's 
Peninsula from that eminent mineralogist and geologist, the late Mr. 
Menge. We were resting on one of the hills at the entrance to Glen 
Osmond, when he pointed across the Gulf and said, " Before many years 
are over rich copper mines will be worked there, and ships will be in 
harbours on both sides of the Peninsula to convey the ores away." To 
which I replied, " How do you know, you have not visited that part, I 
believe ?" " No, I have not, but I pronounce the Flinders Range to be a 
rich copper-bearing vein of country from the part of it I have examined 
in the north ; that range in past ages extended to the southern end of 
York^'s Peninsula, and a mighty sea-wash long continued, has carried 
away the same and reduced it to the present level, and copper will be 
found near the surface." 

At the time this prediction "was made we were still suffering under 
our first crisis. By the working of mines in fulfilment of his predictions, 
but not till a few years after, and by the imtiring energy of a small 
population engaged also in other pursuits, the colony has been raised from 
that crushing depression, which ought never to have been allowed to 
occur, to its present proud position. We are now receiving accom- 
modation on the most favourable terms current for three millions sterling, 
in addition to the same amount previously borrowed, to develop those 
great resources which Colonel Gawler and Professor Menge rightly 
perceived the country to promise ; and yet the former was allowed to 
pass his latter days and die, a disappointed man, as many great and good 
men, benefactors to their fellow-creatures, have done before him. 
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I will now give a short account of the Governor's flying visit to the 
North-West Bend of the River Murray. Some time hef ore he started he 
purchased from me three horses at the price of £320. On one he rode 
nimself, on another he mounted a young gentleman, a Mr. Bryan, and on 
the third one of his staff. On their arrival at the North- West Bend, a 
camp was formed, from which he started with his viRitor, Mr. Bryan, and 
one attendant, on a flying trip in a northerly direction. He expected to 
find water on the course he took, but after pushing on many miles with- 
out coming to water, he endeavoured to return. Shortly before sunset 
one of the horses gave up, and they were unable to proceed. After a 
rest he left Mr. Bryan with the knocked-up horse, and pushed south to 
reach the Murray River for water to send to the relief of horse and man. 
The weather was fearfully hot. . His Excellency and his attendant, un- 
used to bush deprivations, before they could reach the river were so 
exhausted that one of the horses was killed and his blood drank. On 
Teaching the camp men and horses were sent on their return tracks, with 
fill that was necessary to save man and horse. On the relief party reach- 
ing the place where the unfortunate young gentleman was left, it was 
found that he had departed. The track of his horse was followed by the 
mark of his tether rope, which he had dragged, and a long-continued 
search was made of the scrub for miles in every direction, but no traces 
of Mr. Bryan were found, and his remains have not been discovered to 
this day. Some years afterwards, several miles from the place where he 
was left, the horse was discovered alive with his hoofs turned up like 
skates. On Colonel Gawler's return from this unfortunate expedition his 
distress of mind may be imagined, as this young gentleman was a visitor 
at Government House, and was not lost in the execution of a public 
duty. 

Our first Resident Commissioner Mr. Jas. Hurtle Fisher j^ held office 
until the arrival of our second Governor, Colonel Gawler. I am unable 
of my own knowledge to express an opinion of his early performance of 
his official duties in the first high office he held. One great mistake 
made during his management of the Grown lands was the sale of the 
whole of the town acres at a time when so few colonists had arrived. 
This, however, was not his fault, but was done in obedience to instruc- 
tions emanating from the Conmiissioners in London. Thus a great 
sacrifice of public property was made to the advantage of a small number 
of mere land speculators, and to the disappointment of settlers imme- 
diately following. 

He was not only head of the Land Department, but also of the Com- 
missariat, and this brings to my recollection a transaction I had with that 
department shortljr after my arrival. I had purchased stock which 
arrived in two ships from Twofold Bay, and I was applied to by the 
Gommissioner for some dairy cows for the Government, and was also 
informed by Mr. Fisher that he had purchased in Tasmania a quantity of 
breeding and store pigs which he wished to dispose of. As I had pur- 
chased a large stock of damaged fiour and ship biscuit, a double transac- 
tion was carried out by the Commissioner, and an exchange made between 
milking cows and grunters. To take charge of the cattle and sheep 
which I had purchased I engaged two young Scotchmen, ore of whom 
was a cousin of an eminent Scotch Baronet. Mention is made of these 
particulars to give a correct account of the diverse materials out of 
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which our communitj has sprung, and to relate some of the early 
experiences in the colony. The pigs had to be let out and 
driven to water daUy to the river, a distance of about one mile, 
from whence water for domestic use had to be carted. As I had given 
employment to the two respectable young Scotchmen, a third, a ship- 
mate of theirs, continued daily to apply for work. He had been clerk m 
a bank in Scotland, and would tane no denial that the establishment 
would not be likely to have any opening for one of his class. On one 
occasion he was present when the pigs were let out, and was told there 
was only the office of pig-minder open, on which he immediately applied 
for and accepted the appointment, and continued to mind and feed the 
pigs, and do all such work, chasing them to water and back, and 
performing all the other uncongenial parts of his duties to his employer's 
satisfaction, if not to his own ; but no time was lost in procuring more 
suitable work for him. On a party being organised to go to Sydney to 
purchase and conduct sheep overland, he was recommended to be 
employed as a drover, and was engaged. The party was successful in 
the purchase of sheep, and in the return with them down the Murray 
River. The young Scotchman succeeded in obtaining, on favourable 
terms, sheep for himself, and was most fortunate in placing them on a 
good run about one hundred miles to the north of Adelaide, which he 
took up, where he remained perse veringly for about seven years, and 
' then sold out, realising as it was said, the large sum of £25,000 with 
which he retired from the colony. 

To return to Mr. Fisher. On losing his office of Commissioner he 
resumed his profession, and became the leader of our bar, moving many 
juries by his sensational and touching appeals, and soon had a leading 
practice. 

Mr. Fisher was spared in life to enjoy several of the highest 
appointments obtainable in the colonv. Under the first Corporation of 
the City of Adelaide he was chosen first to fill the office of Mayor under 
the Bill of incorporation established by the Act of Council 4th Victoria, 
No. 4. The officers being the Mayor, three Aldermen, thirteen 
Councillors, a Treasurer, Town Clerk, Town Surveyor, and sundry 
subordinate officers. The allowance to the Mayor provided under the 
Act was £300 per annum. Powers were given under the Act to levy 
rates on the citizens, not to be mort frequent than once in each quarter. 
The inhabitants were hardly numerous enough to bear the pressure of 
this unwieldy establishment at so early a period. Town offices. 
Council Chamber, &c., &c., had been rented, and well furnished. The 
corporate body having performed several sittings, a rent day came iq due 
course, and at last when the Treasurer had not sufficient funds, the 
landlord walked in and saved the Mayor, Aldermen, and Councillors, 
&c., from vacating their seats by seizing all the chairs and other 
furniture for arrears of rent, and shortly after this climax the ponderous 
body collapsed. The landlord, in accordance with the old saying, finding 
no body to kick nor soul to be blessed, consoled himself by the sale of the 
moveables. So ended, after a very brief existence our first grand 
Corporation, cut out and constructed on the ancient patterns of the old 
country. On looking over the names of tlie cwg dignitaries forming 
that body it must he admitted that it would "be a. d\^G\&* m«X\«t \.q ^.^^^^x. 
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more respectable or suitable men to fill such offices now that the city has 
attained its present importance. 

On the passing of the Imperial Act granting the colony two elective 
houses, Mr. Fisher was chosen President of the Legislative Council, 
which high office he filled with dignity and success for some years, and 
had the honour to receive from Her JVuijesty the dignity of knighthood. 
Sir Jas. Hurtle Fisher remained in the colony until his decease at a ripe 
old age, universally respected. 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 



Military Carbbr op Colonbl Gawlkr — His Disappointments 

AND Death. 

Before entering on the occurrences during the Government of Captain 
Grey^in justice to him, but especially to his predecessor Colonel Gawler, 
I think it is right to give quotations from one of the earliest despatches 
of the latter to Lord Glenelg, dated January 23, 1839, to show that both 
Governors had financial difficulties to face at starting, as well as to give 
further particulars of his career. Colonel Gawler says in his despatch : — 
** On arriving here about three months ago I found the public officefr 
with little pretension to system. There were scarcely any records of past 
proceedings, or of public accounts, or issue of stores. The non-fulfilment 
of one of the leading principles of the regulations made for the disposal 
of land, that the surveys should be in advance of the demand, had pro- 
duced a number of complicated questions which the letter of the law as- 
it stood could not rectify. Sections were only laid out in the plain about 
Adelaide. Seven other districts remained to be marked out for the 
choice of preliminary purchasers, who will occupy the greater part of the- 
good land in them." [Such purchasers being principally absentees, or 
persons who were not about to engage in agriculture.] " The survev 
department reduced to the Deputy Surveyor, Mr. G. S. Kingston, witt 
one draftsman and one assistant." [What a staff for the acting head of 
the department to depend on to push forward the surveys !] ** The popu- 
lation shut up in Adelaide, capital flowing out for the necessaries of life' 
almost as fast as it was brought in from England. The colonial finances 
in a state of thorough confusion and defalcation. Almost all I have been 
able to discover definitely of the finances of this period is that the whole 
of the regulated expenditure for the year was drawn and expended in the 
first quarter" (of the year 1838). It is natural to suppose that a copy of 
this despatch would be supplied to the Board of Commfssioners, who were- 
then responsible for the management of the finances of the colony ; but 
it is scarcely probable that Lord Glenelg ever read this despatch. Colonel 
Gawler held his appointment as Governor from the Crown, but his 
office of Commissioner from the Board of Commissioners sitting in London. 
The despatch from which I have quoted proves that the home 
authorities were at an early period made aware of the embarrassed 
position of their representative on his arrival in the colony, viz., that 
three-quarters of arrears of liabilities were incurred prior to his assump- 
tion of his double office. Then, notwithstanding the information so 
promptly sent, ship-loads of passengers and immigrants continued to 
arrive, to complicate and add to the Governor's embarrassments. Thus 
it js evident that the Governor was compelled to stretch his powers to 
draw on home authorities, who must have been kept posted up from 
time to time of such drafts. We know t\\a.t \\ie> VcAax oS. ^cs^wLatlon 
was not arrested ; and we are not in! oimed tkat Co\oTk^ Qcww\«t ^«iw^^ 
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any special instructions in answer to the information lie sent as to how he 
was to meet the emergency of arrears which could not be laid to his 
door. It appears clear enough to the writer that the Commissioners at 
home were hound either to have met the difficulties which had occurred 
through the mistaken opening arrangements, and by their accepting a 
trust, tied down by conditions, which could not be carried out, or at 
once, if unable to do so, to have thrown up the work they had undertaken 
into the hands of the Imperial Government, as they had ultimately to do, 
when Captain Grey was dispatched with his stringent instructions, lui- 
workable as he found them to be, to rectify matters. 

The real requirement was a loan of, say half a million, guaranteed 
by the Government, to meet arrears and to provide for necessary opening 
works. 

It is, indeed, a wonder to me how the Board of Commissioners, good 
and substantial men of business as they were, could have expected suc- 
cessfully to launch and build up a large colony, at such a distance from 
the mother country, without a sufficient capital within reach of their 
working representative. The fact of the appointments of officers, with 
the exception of Governor, resting with them, left them solely respon- 
sible for the first errors. In reviewing the material losses as well as the 
loss of time, in respect to public interests, we now see that subsequent 
prosperity has recovered such wastes; but the sacrifice of the small 
capitals of the pioneer settlers they have had themselves to bear without 
compensation. 

The first divided authority was a mistake. By the Act of loth 
August, 1834, the Home Government appointed a Governor, and the 
Board of Commissioners in London had the appointment of a Resident 
(Commissioner in the colony, under whose control the Land Fund was 
placed. By a clause in the Act a most unfortunate blunder was made, 
which provided that the whole of the proceeds of the land sales were to 
be devoted to immigration, without power to apply any portion to defray 
the expenses of surveys, or for tne erection of indispensable public 
buildings and other works, to meet which imperative demands a debt 
had to be incurred, at a ruinous rate of interest, at the same time that 
the forced capital which had been raised at a great sacrifice was lodged, 
at a low rate of interest, in the British funds, as has been previously 
explained. The first mistake was a divided Government in the colony ; 
the second, the Governor having to serve two masters, viz., the Home 
Ministry with the Imperial Parliament, and the Board of Commissioners, 
no sympathy being felt between the two Powers, but on the contrary, 
the Commissioners were held in no respect by the Government as to tne 
principles on which the colouy under their management was to be carried 
out. 

In this unfavourable state of the affairs of the colony it is quite 
dear that Colonel Gawler was compelled in accepting the position to 
take upon himself responsibility, the absolute necessity of which I 
consider is amply proved by his despatch to Lord Glenelg, from which I 
have quoted. To make matters worse Captain Grey was afterwards 
hastily sent out with inadequate means and unworkable instructions. 

Foster, in his history of South Australia, says : — *'' CaijtaltL Gx^^^ 
duty was not an agreeable one. lie had to comrnawo,^ KTMsve^^Cv^^"^ \.<5» 
bring the expenditure of the Government into aom^>(\v\T\^ \^<fc ^'^vi^\s^'5^ 
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with its income; on this subject his instructions were specific and 
stringent." This was something like the order to the Israelites to make 
bricks without straw. 

" He had also to stave off as well as he could the creditors of the 
GoTemment, who held many thousand pounds of dishonoured Govern- 
ment bills, besides a considerable amount of unsettled claims, until 
arrangements ceuld be made vrith the home authorities for satisfying 
them.'' 

Answers from home could not be expected to reach the colony 
under twelve months, if immediately attended to,{ the only means of 
communication being then by sailing ships of the old stamp. 

In this state 'of things Captain Grey arrived to displace Colonel 
Gawler, on the 10th of May, 1841, without notice, and walked into 
Government House without ceremony, having on the front steps read 
his commission in the hearing of a v^ry small audience there assembled, 
and received by them with no marks of approval. Not many months 
before which he had been hospitably received and entertained by Colonel 
Gawler when he visited the colony after he had accomplished his 
difficult but successful exploring trip in Western Australia, and spent 
sufficient time here to become acquainted with the value of the country 
and its requirements. Of him it might reasonablv have been expected, 
from his experience of the causes which had kept back the elder colony 
of Swan River, and from his subsequent visit to our younger one, he 
would have been looked up to by the authorities at home as a traveller 
of experience, competent to advise the Ministry of Her Majesty as to 
the capacity and requirements of South Australia ; and in either case, if 
he came out to accept the government without first giving his opinion, 
founded on his experience as to the truth of Colonel Gawler's report of 
the intrinsic value of the undeveloped country of South Australia, or had 
thrown discredit upon those reports, he is much to blame for the crown- 
ing ruin he assisted to bring on the first inhabitants of the infant 
colony. 

I feel 1 shall be doing right before I conclude the brief history of 
Colonel Gawler, to republish the following quotation from the Aristralian 
Mail of the 16th of June, 1869 :— 

" George Gawler, bom in 1796, was destined for the military ser- 
vice. He joined at an early age the 52nd Light Infalitry Regiment, in 
November, 1811, and served to the end of the Peninsula War. He was 
present at the storming of Badajoz,- where he led the ladder party of 
the 52nd Stormers, ana received a wound below his right knee, and at 
St. Munos a wound in the neck. He was present at the battles of Vera, 
Vittoria, Nivelle, Orthes, and Toulouse, besides various minor affairs. At 
Waterloo he commanded the right company of his regiment. He received 
the war medal, with seven clasps, as a reward for his services. After the 
restoration of peace he continued with the regiment, performing his 
duties with that zeal and intelligence which so largely distinguished the 
officers of the 62nd, and assisted in making the regiment one of the best 
in the service. His military career soon closed, but he continued on half- 
pay until 1860, when he sold his commission with no ordinary feelings of 
pam." This was after his bitter experiences follovnng his hasty removal 
from his government, and the denial of his claims on the Queen and the 
British Government. '' As a civil officer his career commenced under the 
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auspices of bis illustrious CommandeF-in-Chief, the Duke of Wellin^on, 
who interested himself in his advancement, ur^ng that ' Gawler could 
not act otherwise than wisely, for he never did a foolish thing in his 
career.' His merits were recognised in 1838 by the appointment of 
Governor of South Australia, when the Imperial authorities and the 
ruling classes did not hold in favor the principle on which the colony was 
founded, not recognising it to be a means to provide homes for the toil- 
worn sons of England, of those unsoiled by crime, and as establishing 
another market for its exports. 

'' On entering his important, and to him novel duties, he found seri- 
ous obstacles to be overcome, of sufficient weight to deter an ordinary 
man, but which Colonel Gawler grappled with firm determination. It 
should always be looked upon as a turning point in the history of South 
Australia in acknowledging the influence he had upon its early struggles. 
What, then, did he accomplish P He had no light task to brinir order 
out of the chaotic materials of the early expeditions. There was little or 
no authority amongst those who attempted a settlement between 1836 
and 1838. (How could there be under a divided authority ?) The settlers, 
disappointed as they were at the delay they experienced, in petting their 
land!^were yet without a protecting force, either police or military. The 
administrative officers were for months disagresing about their duties and 
reaponsibilities, and not only was the Government destitute of public 
offices and buildings, but the small population at the time ' of the 
Governor's arrival may be described as nomadic rather than as having 
houses and homes such as could be acceptable to English settlers. Colonel 
Gawler, bj his own confession, admitted that he entered on his govern- 
ment hastily, and without being able to make minute calculations. He 
accepted his instructions under a strong conviction that the emergency 
clause in them would always protect him, and that expenses of a special 
or extraordinary nature might be incurred without previous authority, 
when justifiable on the ground that delay would be productive of serious 
injury to the public service." 

" It is worth while, now that the colony is an established success, to 
enauire in what state it would have been if these emergency powers 
lutd not been liberally given and extensively ^ted upon." Tlie home 
authorities did not approve of his actions in the extent to which he 
relied upon such emergency clauses, although he had in his despatches 
ffiven fuU notices of his actions, and the grounds by which he had been 
influenced. It does not appear that they believed his reports of the value 
of the country and its prospective importance, although such reports 
were based on his own personal toilsome excursions, in exploring an 
extent of country not even yet fully occupied, after a lapse of time 
exceeding a third of a century since they were made. 

" Colonel Gawler left the province on the 22nd June, 1841. He 
was presented on his departure with unanimous addresses and a purse 
containing £600, contributed by the colonists out of their diminished 
means, which sum he loft to be invested in land on his account, as a con- 
necting link between himself and the colony. The amount raised, con- 
sidering the depressed state of the inhabitants, was respectable, and was 
made up by many small contributions from persons who had been greatly 
reducea by the policy forced on the Home Government by a niggardly 
Parliament, who could not look into the future and see that tlxa ^^via.^x.'^ 
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lian colonies were to become the best customers for British goods, and so 
ffreat a safety-valve to relieve the mother country of her teeming popu- 
uktion. Following immediately after his recall, a Committee of the 
House of Commons investigated the consequences of his large but not 
lavish expenditure. The result was a loan from the Consolidated Fund 
of £156,000 towards the temporary relief of the colony (long since 
repaid). Mr. G. Wakefield had remarked, * I cannot imagine the possi- 
biuty of founding a colony without obtaining money for its first expenses 
from some other source tnan itself. At first it has no existence at all, 
and one might as well propose to manufacture cotton goods without the 
outlay for the building, machinery, and the raw materials, &o. The 
Consequences, not only of the temporary relief granted by the British 
Government, but also from the carrying out the early policy of Colonel 
Gawler, have proved all that could have been desired. The land has 
yielded its increase, not only in rich and abundant crops, but the mines 
also in silver-lead and copper ores.'* 

And thus our second Governor's predictions were soon largely accom- 
plished, although too many of the pioneers, by the stagnation produced 
by the authorities repudiating the actions of their own representative, 
were brought to ruin, and had to work with insufficient means, and apply 
themselves to hard and unaccustomed labour, newer arrivals in too many 
instances on most advantageous terms for themselves, gaining the ad- 
vantages of their first efforts in founding the new colony. 

It is to be recorded with regret and shame, that even after the colony 
was proved to be a success, and that Colonel Gawler had only been a little 
too fast in his actions, he was left by an ungrateful Government to end 
his days as a grievously disappointed public servant, without material 
reward, or even that of empty honours. It was never attributed to 
him that in his actions he in the slightest degree sought his own personal 
advantage. 

'* Colonel (Jawler, after appeals to Parliament and to successive 
Governments in vain, wearied and disgusted with routine and red tape, 
exercised the right of petition to Her Majesty, but received no other re- 
sponse than a bare acknowledgment through the Secretary of State. 
When he afterwards applied for some honorary title in reward for his 
long and faithful services he was absolutely refused, and the g|:and old 
soldier had but little to wrap himself in but his martial cloak and a con- 
science void of offence. Sincerity, earnestness, and devotion marked his 
career. His last appearance in public in London was at the dinner to Sir ' 
James Fergusson previous to his proceeding to occupy the Governorship 
of South Australia. He spoke more than once with a vigor which 
charmed those present, and with an enthusiasm fresh and youthful, of 
the substantial progress since his time [this would be in 1868, or twenty- 
seven years after his recall]. At this dinner, in honour of the newly- 
appointed Governor, Colonel Gawler quoted the following lines : — 

* What constitues a State ? 

Not high raised battlements or laboured moimd, 
Thick waXL or mounted gate, 

Not cities proud with spires and turrets crowned ; 
Not bays » nd broad-armed ports, 

Where laughing at the storm rich navies ride, 
Not starred and spangled Courts, 

Where low-browed baseness wafts perfimies to pride ; 
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No ! men, hiijfh-minded men, 

Who know their rights, and knowing dare maintain. 
Prevent the low-aimed blow 

And cruHh the tyrant while they rend the chain — 
Thene conHtitute a State, 

And sovereign Law, that State's collected will. 
O'er thrones and globes elate, 

Sits Empress—crowning good, rei)re8Bing ill.' 

'* A standard not less high was ever present to his mind, and 
althouffli his true worth -was not recognised largely and publicly^ it is 
througn such sons England has reared her Empire, and that ner influence 
the wide world over is regarded as just, wise, and beneficent." 

At the time he was called on to surrender the reins of Government to 
hifl auccessor, Captain Grey, the great outbreak of the natives on the 
Hurray had occurred, to be described. The first task, therefore, 
Captain Grey had to perform was to dispatch the larger party which was 
beuff organised at the time he landed. 

I think it will not be out of place here to quote a speech which 
Colonel Gawler addressed to a sorrowing audience of colonists in 
Adelaide the day before he departed from the colony. lie said: — 
" Gentlemen, it gives me very deep regret, very great pain, to leave the 
colony with so many accounts which nave arisen under my administra- 
tion unsettled ; 4)ut I have the fullest confidence that not one account 
will remain unpaid, because such accounts have been drawn upon my 
authorities. It has been difficult to explain to you such authorities, 
which are scattered through the whole of my correspondence during that 
period. Parties in England have judged of the effect which ought to 
nave been given to these instructions by the standard of what they 
supposed the colony to be, but I have judged of tliose instructions from 
wnat I have knoivn the colony to be, and from what I knew of its 
requirements ; and from their imperfect knowledge of the colony in 
England, as opposed to my knowledge of it, these unfortunate difficulties 
haye aiison." Forstor, in his history of South Australia, says — "The 
romance of South Australia, when the colonists lived in tents]| and tlie 
representatives of the sovereign received deputations under spreading 
gum trees, is yet to be written. It will afford a chapter of real events 
stranger than fiction.'^ This the writer of these chapters is attempting 
to perform, and it has been and will be his aim to give facts only, and 
in addition to a small part of his own " experiences," to gather reliable 
matter from old colonists who wore with him actively engaged in con- 

Suering the wilderness, and have lived the best part of their lives 
brough hardships and difficulties to witness and enjoy the successful 
results of our early struggles. 

« On May the 7th, 180», at Southsea," says the AudraJian Mail, 
'< Colonel Gawler died, and his most enduring monument will be the 
colony of South Australia, which he lived to witness a permanent 
success." I am happy to be able to add that on a recent occasion the 
City of Adelaide resceived, as a present from Colonel Palmer, an excellent 
oil painting of this good and gallant man, to be placed in our splendid 
Town Hall. 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 



Troubles with Natives on the Upper Parts of the River 

Murray. 

Old colonists well remember the difficulties encountered by parties on 
their way down our great system of water communication from New 
South Wales with sheep and cattle to stock our newly-established colony. 
The account given in even a condensed form will necessarily occupy 
4Beveral numbers, and present a succession of thrilling pictures of suffer- 
ings endured by pioneers, and, sad to relate, the necessary slaughter of 
blacks, banded together in large numbers, in their attacks on travelling 
Europeans with stock. 

As an introduction to this subject I will take advantage of Captain 
Sturt's description of his first contact with natives on the Murray, as 
given in the interesting account he published of his boat trip of over one 
thousand miles down that river and back. He came down the Murrum- 
bidgee with his brave band, and immediately after entering the Murray 
found that the natives were much more numerous than they had found 
them on the Murrumbidgee, and it was with great difficulty that they 
were enabled to pursue their way without coming into collision with the 
sons of the forest. Captain Sturt's admirable tact, coolness, and presence 
of mind, and the manifest intervention of a higher power, alone saved the 
party from actual conflict ; but they were at one time upon the very 
point of an affray, which must have resulted in the destruction of the 
whole party. I will now give the circumstances in Captain Sturt's ovm 
words : — 

"As we sailed down the stream we observed a vast number of 
natives under the trees, and on a nearer approach we not only heard their 
war song, but remarked they were painted and armed as they generally 
are prior to their engaging in a deadly conflict. Notwithstanding their 
outward signs of hostility, and fancying friendly natives who had been 
met with higher up were with them, I continued to steer directly for 
the bank on which they were collected. I found, however, when it was 
almost too late to turn into the succeeding reach to the left, that an 
attempt to land would only be attended with loss of life. The natives 
seemed determined to resist it. We approached so near that they 
held their spears quivering in their gi*asp ready to hurl. They were 
painted in various ways. Some who had marked their ribs, thigns, and 
faces with a white pigment in stripes looked like skeletons ; others were 
daubed with red and yellow ochre, and their bodies shone with the 
grease with which they had besmeared themselves. A dead silence pre- 
vailed among the front ranks, but those in the background, as well as 
women, who carried supplies of spears, and who appeared to have had a 
bucket of whitewash capsized over their heads, were exjremely 
clamorous. As I did not wish a conflict with the people, I lowered my 
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sail, and putting the lieim to starboard, we passed quickly down the 
stream in mid-channel. Disappointed in their anticipations, the natives 
ran alonff the bank of the river endeavouring to secure an aim at us ; 
but unable to throw with certainty in consequence of the onward motion 
of the boat, they flung themselves into the most extravagant attitudes, 
and worked themselves into a frenzy by loud and vehement shouting. It 
was with considerable apprehension that I observed the liver to be 
shoaling fast, more especially as a huge sandbank, a little below us, and 
on the same side on which the natives had gathered, projected nearly a 
third of the way across the channel. To this sandbank they ran with 
tumultuous uproar, and covered it over in a dense mass. Some of the 
chiefs advanced into the water to be nearer their victims, and turned 
from time to tijne to direct their followers. With every pacific dis- 
position, and an extreme reluctance to take away life, I foresaw that it 
would be impossible any longer to avoid an engagement ; yet, with such 
fearful numbers against us, I was doubtful of the result. The spectacle 
we had witnessed had been one of the most appalling kind, and sufficient 
to shake the firmness of inost men ; but at that trving moment my little 
band preserved their usual coolness, and if any thing could be gleaned 
from their countenances, it was that they had determmed on an obstinate 
resistance. I now explained to my men that their only chance of escape 
depended or would depend upon tneir firmness. I desired that after the 
first volley had been fired, McLeay and three of the men v» ould attend to 
the defence of the boats, with bayonets only, while I, Hopkinson, and 
Harris, would keep up the fire as being more used to it. I ordered, 
however, that no shot was to be fired, until after I had discharged both 
my barrels. I then delivered their arms to the men, which had as yet 
been kept in the place appropriated for them, and at the same time some 
rounds of loose cartridges. The men assured me they would 
follow my instructions, and thus prepared, having already lowered 
the sail, we drifted onwards with the current. As we neared 
the sandbank, I stood up and made signs to the natives to 
desist, but without success. I took up my gun, therefore, and 
cocking it, had already brought it down to a level. A few seconds more 
would have closed the life of the nearest of the savages. The distance 
was too trifling for me to doubt the fatal effects of the discharge, for I 
was determined to take deadly aim, in the hope that the fall of one man 
might save the lives of many. But at the moment when my hand was 
on the trigger and my eye was along the barrels my purpose was checked 
by McLeay, who called to me that another party of blacks had made 
their appearance upon the left or opposite bank of the river. Turning, I 
observed four men at the top of their speed. The foremost of them, as 
soon as he got ahead of the boat, threw himself from a considerable 
height into the water. He struggled across the channel to the sandbank, 
and in an incredibly short space of time stood in front of the savage 
against whom my aim had been directed. Seizing him by the throat, he 
pushed him backwards, and forcing all who were in the water on to the 
bank, he trod its margin with a vehemence and agitation that were 
exceedingly striking. At one moment pointing to the boat, at another 
shaking his clenched hand in the faces of the most forward, and stamping 
with passion on the sand ; his voice, which was at first distinct and clear, 
was lost after a time in hoarse murmurs. Two of the four natives re- 
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mained on the left bank of the river, the third followed his leader, who 
proved to be the remarkable aavajre I had previously noticed before we 
arrived at the scene of the action. The reader will imagine my feelings 
on this occasion ; it is impossible to describe them. We were so wholly 
lost in interest in the scene that was passing that the boat was allowed to 
drift at pleasure. For my own part, I was overwhelmed witb astonish- 
ment, and in truth stunned and confused, so singular, so unexpected, so 
providential had been our escape." 

Captain Sturt continued his course down the river, and althougb he 
met with many more blacks than he did on the Murrumbidgee, they gave 
no more indications of hostility. 

1 now proceed to detail some of the experiences of parties coming 
down the river with stock, commencing with the attack on Messrs. Field 
and Inman as the most serious, though not the first. This was the first 
encounter, however, of the natives of that particular locality with white 
men, and their assaults for a time assumed the proportions of regidar 
comba' s. 

On Wednesday evening, April 21, 1841, information was received in 
Adelaide that an overland party conducting a large flock of sheep, under 
the charge of Mr. 11. Inman, previously superintendent of Police in 
Adelaide, and Mr. Field (that gentleman being part owner) had been 
attacked by natives to the east of the great elbow of the River Murray, 
and that one or more of the persons employed had been wounded, the 
whole of the whites dispersed, and the sneep, bullocks, dray, and stores 
had been taken by the natives. It was stated that on the steep entering 
the Kufus country a numerous body of blacks made their appearance, 
and in a most impudent manner commenced disturbing the sheep, and 
attempting to drive them away. The men of the party, ten in number, 
were armed, but on the natives presenting a hostile appearance they all 
fled, leaving the two leaders of the party alone to defend their property. 
Mr. Inman had previously been wounded when they were in the Murrum- 
bidgee country, and in tliat disabled state was unable to assist Mr. Field, 
who had to abandon the sheep and make the best of his way to the 
nearest station, that of Mr. Button, at Mount Dispersion, and from 
thence forwarded information to Adelaide. 

Fuller particulars arrived as follows : — At the Darling, and after 
leaving it, tne blacks became troublesome to the party, who were ten in 
number. On one occasion Mr. Inman seeing a few blacks ahead of the 
sheep and approaching, rode forward and had a friendly parley with 
them. On turning to ride back to join his company three spears were 
thrown, one taking effect in his shoulder, one in his arm, and the other 
fetching him out of his saddle. This was a jagged spear, and entering 
his back near the backbone, went in a slanting direction through his 
body, the point appearing below his ribs on the same side. One of the 
sharp jags had hitched into his backbone, and was so fast that the spear 
could not be withdrawn, and it became necessary to cut the head from 
the shaft with a saw close to his body. A sling was stretched across the 
dray from the side rails, on which he was laid, not one of the company 
expecting him to survive for any length of time after such a wound, 
ana It was out of the question to delay the i^ourney onwards. After 
enduring the jolts of the dray in passing over a xowoyi ^t\»a\T5 lore \.-nr^ 
weeks in a recumbent position, he seemed moxe easy, wv^ ^^ moTtoa^ 
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of the day when the successful attack was made on the party, the jag 
became detached from his spine, the head was extracted, and the wound 
dressed as his comrades were best able to do it. Vast numbers of the 
blacks had been about them for some days, and were eyidently increasinsr. 
They were now in the Rufus country. I now quote from Mr. Inman^s 
report, which appeared in the Register of Ist May : — 

*' On the morning of April i6th ult., when about forty miles on the 
other side of Lake Bonney, haying encamped on the bank of an exceed- 
ingly brackish creek, we broke up the camp and pushed on about three 
miles to breakfast, during which meal the natives presented themselves, in 
number appearing to be about thirty or forty. They had, since we left the 
Darling, speared several of our sheep. By what occurred afterwards we 
found that considerable numbers were in the scrub close behind those who 
first presented themselves, although unseen by us. They were armed, and 
evidently meant mischief from their endeavours to conceal their weapons 
from us in the long grass. They essayed to make friends with us, but 
we did not like their movements, and warned them off with out hands. 
Not the slightest violence was offered by us. The natives seeing they 
were not allowed to enter our camp on pretence of friendship, soon 
exhibited their determination to gain tneir object by force, when treachery 
could not be employed. After breakfast, and before we made a start, the 
blacks resumed their spears, and making signs with their hands that they 
would meet us again on the road or track, immediately made off at a 
quick pace vnth an apparent intent to cut us off. Our suspicions being 
tnus aroused, the men were ordered to examine their firearms and renew 
the priming, when the party moved on. We had not proceeded above 
three miles when we saw the natives ahead of us in the scrub in great 
numbers. Mr. Field, from the time I was speared on the Murrumbidgee, 
had altogether conducted the party. The spear-head having been re- 
moved, although I was very weak, I mounted my horse. Mr. Field with 
two horsemen advanced in front of the party, and although very weak I 
found them, and kept them company. None of the party were aware of 
the numbers they had to encounter. On our approach to the position 
occupied by the blacks, they shouted and struck their waddies, and from 
their movements we soon found out that their object was to oppose our 
passage. On this Mr. Field ordered the driver of the dray to stop and 
wait for the sheep. On their coming up the shepherds rounded the 
sheep, to support the men at the dray. One of the horsemen of the name 
of George Cfrow, and the best armed man on the party, was now found to 
have absented himself, and did not make his appearance at all during the 
fight. This weakened the party considerably, as I could not be accounted 
as a combatant ; the spear^head which I had carried in my body for nearly 
three weeks was upwards of seven inches in length, so I could be of no use to 
Mr. Field. The natives, in number about three or four hundred, com- 
menced the attack by issuing boldly from the cover, and waddies flew in 
all directions. A slow but ineffectual fire from two or three pieces was 
returned by the men at the dray, the remainder of the fire-arms being so 
inferior that they would not go off. We were now surrounded. Two 
shepherds were speared at the daay ; one an old soldier, whftTi dsl<K^^xsi% 
himself bj clubbing, his gun, was carried oft, a.Tvdsft\«t«\ «j^<$k«t^'Ti'K^^ t^ 
through him. He had the presence of mind to cico^'^ \ia^ ^^'o^^ Q^^;;t\siNa» 
cheet, and was left hy them for dead. They ivtsV. a\.T\Y$^^^2tov oJl ^^^'^^. 
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all his clothing. He, however, managed to travel during seven days^ 
living on roots and on part of a carcase of a wild dog, which he found 
in a deserted native camp. After this man was carried away, the re- 
mainder of the party, after struggling for some time against overwhelm- 
ing numbers, and finding their tirearms all but useless, retreated through 
the scrub, Mr. Field behind them, who had done his utmost to save the 
property, and at length was compelled to abandon all to the natives, 
who took full possession. He then conducted the retreating men through 
the scrub until he hit the Murray at some distance from the scene of 
action, and proceeded onwards alone to procure assistance from the 
nearest out-stations." 

Mr. Inman continues — " On leaving the place of strife I proceeded 
alone and shortly picked up the other horseman, and after a week's 
privation and bodily suffering managed to reach the station of Mr. 
Hallack, where I was hospitably received ; the shepherds also managed 
to get as far as the Narcoota Springs, where they were met by Messrs. 
Hawker and Bagot, who had come out in search of the party and to 
bring them food. After being refreshed they were conveyed into thfr 
station. The shepherd who was carried off and speared had managed to 
reach the Springs before the shepherds left. He had seven wounds in 
the body." 

Thus all escaped with their lives, and the wounded afterwards 
recovered. Mr. Inman continues — 

" I beg leave to say that on no occasion during the journey had any 
act of violence been committed by my men ; on the contrary, they 
universally treated them with kindness, but still with that caution which 
was necessary for the safety of the party." 
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CHAPTER XXVni. 



MijroB O'Halloean's First Expedition against the Rufus 

Blacks. 

I have through the favour of Mr. T. J. S. O'Halloran, S.M., the use 
of his respected father's well-kept diary, from which I can give the 
account of the proceedings of the i&rst police party under Major 
0*HalI«ran, which was dispatched hy His Excellency Colonel Gawler on 
the day after the distressing news was published. His Excellency, 
however, from his embarrassed position found himself compelled to 
recall them when within two days journey of their destination — that is, 
from the spot where the greater part of the sheep were supposed still to 
be alive, and might have been recovered. Major 0*Halloran in his diary 
records : — 

" On the 22nd of April I started with a police force consisting of 
Inspector Tolmer, Dr. Weston, and thirteen men, sub-officers, and 
privates. " [Dr. Weston was sent by the Governor to dress the wounds 
of Mr. Inman and his men.] 

''On the 23rd arrived at Button's Station, and found Messrs. 
Bagot, G. C. and J. 0. Hawker, Jacob, Hart, and others. Inman and 
his party had arrived only two hours before we had, in a very weak and 
exhausted state, Inman and two of his men severely wounded, he having 
three spear wounds, and one of the men seven. They are now all doing 
well, although Inman is greatly emaciated, having travelled seven weeks 
in his wounded state. Before we arrived, Field started with Mr. Jacob, 
jun., in quest of Inman, but has been recalled to accompany me with two 
of tie shepherds and a native boy. Have arranged with Mr. Hawker to 
forward supplies to the bend of the Murray. Wrote by Mr. Allen to 
Private Secretary Hall, reporting progress for Governor's information. 

Saturday, 34. — Dr. Weston returned to town, having dressed the 
wounds of the patients. The party under me now consists of Inspector 
Tolmer, fourteen police, Mr. Field, and a native boy, having nineteen 
horses and one cart. Moved off at 11.30 a.m., guided by the native boy 
Tommy, for the Nicota Springs. Arrived at 5.30 p.m. Here met 
Messrs. Jacob and Field, jun. Found the course we toot quite dangerous 
for carts or drays. Detained waiting for cart with supplies from Gawler. 
Police-constable McLean arrived, and reported cart coming up drawn by 
bullocks, horses having refused. In consequence have to remain for the 
day — a great loss. Notified by letter to Mr. Allen that I could not add 
him to my party. At 1.30 p.m. Corporal Prewett arrived with two 
police-constables, one native, ' Sambo,' and two of Inman's shepherds, 
with a cart and three bullocks with provisions from Ga^W. M.\i«. 
dinner, at 3 p.m., leaving Mr. Jacob, 3uiv.,ataTt^^ V\^\^'s^^'i^'^^"^^^^^^^^^^ 
eighteen police-constahleaj Lieut Field, EieU, ^uxv., \.^o ^e^^-^^^A^^ 
mtires, a bul/ock-driver, 23 horses, t\iTee> \i\3\\o^V^, wA \:^^ ^^^' 
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Dispatched Police-constable Saunders to town with letters. At 6.30 
p.m. camped at mar^n of scrub. Scrubby feed ; no water. 

" Monday, April 26. — Moved off at 8 a.m. Rain, with thunder and 
lightning. Made the * Pound* on the Murray at 4 p.m. Good feed on 
the flat ; much needed by the cattle. The river here not more than one 
hundred yards wide. Put tte party on one pint of flour to each, and 
ordered rice to be mixed in the dampers, to make the allowance go 
farther 

" Tuesday, 27.— At 8.30 marched for the North-West Bend. Or- 
dered the Inspectors on the march to drill the men in carbine and sword 
exercises, and in the formation of threes charging. Explained to the 
party my orders from His Excellency in presence of Lieutenant Field and 
Inspector Tolmer. At midday halted for dinner on a rich flat, &n which 
we found survey pegs. The water in the river muddy, but sweet. At 
4.30 camped about the west end of the bend, and just past a lagoon, 
where we disturbed some natives who were cooking. The bend is not 
abrupt, but gradually roimds off to the eastward. The sun at times 
powerfully hot. 

" Wednesday, 28. — As I find our flour likely to run short, and our 
progress is slow, waiting for the dray, I have ordered two of the troopers 
to return, and by this arrangement our flour may last ten days. By the 
police sent a letter to Private Secretary Hall, also one to Mr. Hawker, 
with an order for 100 lbs. of flour to be sent on to us. Marched at 8.30 
a.m. ; encamped at 5.15 p.m. Made nineteen miles ; road very heav^ ; 
cart horses locked up. Encamped at a spot where several parties 
have been attacked by the natives, and where one European was killed by 
the natives and lies buried between two trees, with * F * cut upon one of 
them. From what I can gather from some of the men who came over- 
land, several blacks had been killed here. Mr. Tooth was attacked and 
nearly killed. Mr. Eyre was turned back and obliged to get further 
strength before he could pass. This night and for the future good 
positions for camping will be selected, and double sentries posted. 

" Thursday, 29. — Left * Dead Man's Flat,' so named by me, at 8 a.m. 
Found roads dreadfully heavy. Changed draught horses at midday, 
hoping to make better progress, but will scarcely make twenty miles. 
It IS fortunate that we have amongst the police horses four good in 
collar. The cart horses are allowed oats. At 9.80 a.m., saw avast 
number of native feet-marks along the track. The dogs killed a wallaby 
with a young one in her pouch. Had to pass a flat seven miles long, 
which I named the * Great Flat.' "When about half way across saw 
natives on the opposite bank, who gave us the * Cooee.' Others I think 
were hiding behind trees, as the voices seemed to be numerous. To the 
left of this flat there is a long narrow lake, running a considerable 
distance. Encamped for the night on another flat, not far from the 
former, at 4.30 p.m. Distance nineteen miles. I call this Pine Flat. 

** Friday, 30. — Marched at 8 a.m. About mid-day the dogs killed a 

wild dog, at which time a despatch arrived from the Private Secretary 

by a trooper, ordering me to return with the party to town. (The Major 

was renorted to have said — under the disappointment he felt on receiving 

tjijs order — to the trooper who brought tha despatch, aside, " Why did 

not you lose yourself P'^ Proceeded onwarAB, "Vio^e^et, ei^^>3fli'^\ft %ai^ 

B £at to teed the horses, and lefxeBh tlie pw^» wA ^^a\«3ix'^^'VDB^wi\fit 
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Tolmer in advance to Bee if he could find a good flat. On Ms return he 
reported that we must proceed several miles further, ere we could be 
suited. At fourteen miles a halt was ordered. At 2.30 p.m., made a. 
movement homeward. Our advance from Adelaide was at our return 
161 miles. Lieut. Field proposes to return to-morrow morning to Mount 
Dispersion, and in that neighbourhood to beat up for volunteers 
to accompany him back to endeavour to recover tne sheep. I will 
give him, as escort till he gets to his destination, two troopers. It 
is with extreme pain that I have been obliged to return back to Adelaide- 
when within fifty miles of the place where Inman and Field were 
attacked ; but 1 have no alternative, as an old soldier, than to obey His^ 
Excellency's orders, who of course has his own just reasons for ordering 
me back, and which it is my duty not to question, but obey. Ordered 
Police-constables Stuart and fiose to be ready in the morning ta 
accompany Lieut. Field back, and to take sufficient rations for the^ 
oumey. 

" Saturday, May 1. — Lieut. Field and the two men left the camp at 
daybreak. Sent a note to Hawker to countermand the order for flour, 
and also to report my return march. On the 29lh Mr. Tolmer and 
Sergeant-Ma] or Alford shot a duck and three wild geese on the lake, and 
as we got to the extreme western end of this long flat we surprised a 
party of natives, who had a canoe with a fire in it, and a duck, which 
1 suppose they were about to cook. They had also a fishing-net, and on 
seeing us they dashed off iA great alarm, and remained in the centre of 
the stream till we departed. At 4.30 p.m. halted for the nightjn a good 
reed flat. Twenty-two miles under a scorching sun. 

" Sunday, May 2. — Started at 7.30 a.m. Delayed at a steep hill up 
which the horses refused to pull, and the cart was drawn up by the tnen. 
Some time after this, when riding on ahead of the party a considerable 
distance, I saw about fifty natives on the opposite bank, who began 
chattering loudly when they saw me. At 9.30 a.m., when in the centre 
of * Dead Man's Flat,' we espied a cow and a calf in the reeds. I fired 
two shots with a rifle at the calf, and, though not more than fifty yards 
off, I am ashamed to add that I missed. I ordered then a general chase, 
and Sergeant-Major Alford rode up and from his horse dropped the calf 
with a ball from his carbine. It was a bull calf, as fat as butter, about 
ten months old, and would weigh about 160 lbs. We cut off his hind- 
quarters, which will be sufliicient for our wants as long as the meat will 
keep, and the rest we left in hopes that the blacks might get a feast. 
This supply of fresh meat is most acceptable, as we have been living on 
ship pork for some time past. At the extreme end of Dead Man's Flat 
the horses again refused to draw the cart up that very steep hill, and the 
men had to do it. At thirteen miles the horses in the cart were done 
up, and with a change of horses reached the Bend at 5.30 p.m., 
having marched twenty-five miles in ten hours, including stoppages, the 
sun powerfully hot. 

*' Monday, 3. — ^Reached the Pound at 11.30 a.m., doing seventeen 
miles in four hours. Soon after our arrival some natives came over from 
the opposite side with fish, and were very quiet and well-Waa:^^^. ^ 
8.30 p.m., to our astonishment, w© aaw «k ^\i«\!^Q^\. ^i.Y^^^^^^^^^'^'' 
rowing up the river, and shortly altei "NLt. ^co\X. «ii^ V-^^ ^"^^^ '^''^'^'^ "^^^^ 
abore. He left Pullen*s party ttiat day ^fee'k ^>2si «a^^^ft!^ "^^"^ ^"^-^ ^^ 
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has made his way from the river mouth in seven days. I now gave 
Inspector Tolmer orders relative to marching into town, and to leave on 
liis way one man at Dutton's Station, and one at Gawler Town, to be 
ready to convey any orders from His Excellency to Mr. Scott, whom I 
requested to wait at the Bend to receive instructions from head-quarters. 
The march through the scrub to the Nicota Springs being a long and 
fatiguing journey without feed or water I decided, as the heat was now 
extreme during the day and the moon was about full, to march about 
sundown, and we left the Pound at 7.30 p.m. I pushed on ahead of 
the party for Adelaide, accompanied by Police-constable Cusack. Kain 
began to fall, and we got a thorough soaking at 12.30 a.m. on Tuesday." 

" May 4. — Reached the Springs and there dismounted in the pelting 
rain, with a high wind blowing and no shelter. However, I contrived 
ito get about two hours' sleep, and after moving on a short distance to 
reach wood, lit a fire and dried our clothes, and then pushed on to 
Bagot's Station, where we halted till midday, and then continued on and 
arrived at Gawler l^own at 4 p.m. Little Peter has carried me eighty- 
five miles since yesterday. He is a noble little horse, and considering 
that for the last fortnight he has been on bad feed he has proved himseQ 
a trump." 

" May 5. — Having slept at Robertson's like a top left at 8 a.m., 
arrived at home at 4.30 same day." 

The only benefit of this toilsome and expensive expedition was the 
good done to Mr. Inman and his men by the attendance of Dr. Weston'. 
It appears that when His Excellency the Governor received Major 
O'Halloran's first despatch, which gave the information that the whole of 
the party had survived the attack, and that Mr. Inman and his wounded 
men were doing well, after being treated by Dr. Weston, he did not con- 
sider himself called upon to allow the police to come into collision with 
the natives, when the rescue of the sheep was the only object to be 
.gained — perhaps influenced by the remembrance of the home censures on 
his actions against the Milemnura natives. 

Immediately on the recall of the police party," before they could 
accomplish the purpose for which they were sent out became known, a 
meeting of settlers was held, when it was resolved that a party of volun- 
teers should offer their services to Inman and Field, to go out and 
endeavour to recover some of the property seized by the blacks, of 
which particulars innext chapter. 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 



The Expedition of Voluntebbs under the Command of Lieut. 
Field, R.N., against the Rufus Blacks, and theib Defeat 
BY THE Natives. 

Immediately the recall of the police party commanded by Major O'Hal- 
loran became known Lieut. Field lost no time in collecting' and organising 
the party of volunteers offered at the public meeting. 

" May 6, 1841. — The following volunteer party started from Ade- 
laide (the same day as the return of Major O'Halloran), to endeavour to 
recover some of the 6,000 sheep, the bullocks, dray, and other property 
of which the blacks had taken possession when they defeated the party 
of Messrs. Inman and Field : — Lieutenant Field, K.N. (in command), 
Messrs. G. C. Hawker, J. 0. Hawker, John Allan, James Kinchela, 
Kenneth Campbell, S. Samuel, J. Jacob, and H. Field ; also some shep- 
herds. Five mounted and two foot police were ordered by the Governor 
to accompany the party to the supposed boundary of the colony, to protect 
the volunteers, but not to proceed or act beyond the boundary of the 
province ; also Turner and Koss, Mr. Allan's overseers, in all twenty 
men." 

The following narrative is from Mr. James Hawker's diary : — 

" May 7. — On arriving: at the Pound on the Murray we found Mr. 
Scott with the surveying boat. He was in charge of a survey party. 
Lieutenant Field delivered to him a letter from His Excellency Colonel 
Crawler, instructing him to keep with the force as far as the police were 
ordered to go, and to render assistance to the party. 

The Pound, so called because it consisted of a small piece of flat 
ffround on the banks of the Murray, and enclosed landward with cliffs 
Having only one entrance. 

" May 8. — Left the Pound at 8.30 a.m. Rested at midday at a pictur- 
esque lagoon, and shot a number of beautiful crested pigeons. Camped 
at 7.30. Made twenty-two miles. Two blackfellows joined us here. 
Scott with the boat did not arrive. Havincr no tents we lit large fires, 
and cut bushes for screens, huddling together for warmth. 

" May 9, Sunday. — Off at 7 a.m. Track very sandy. Passed Dead 
Man's Flat, so called by Major CHalloran. Found the approach to the 
river to be so steep that we had to lower the cart down with ropes. Dis- 
tance travelled, twenty-five miles. As our supporting police force by 
oilers, had to remain here, it was decided to leave the cart, and each 
man to take on his horse rations for five days, consisting of flour, tea, and 
sugar, taking no meat to avoid over-loading our horses. Lieut, F\fel<l\s^ 
a note for Mr. Scott with the n*n-coinm\%%\oii^^ o^o.et vdl Oq»x^^ <5^*^^ 
police, instructing him to supply them ^\\k x^X^cywa, «sA \.^ ^^^^ ^"^ ^^"^ 
nim. 
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" May 10. — Left at 8 a.in. Our partv consisted of ten volunteers. 
Three mounted and two men on foot, employed as paid assistants^ were 
left with our dray. We passed through eighteen miles of dense gum 
scrub ; total distance, thirty-three miles to camp. Two natives in a 
canoe made a visit of inspection, but on seeing the watch which had been 
set, dropped down the river, and remained on the opposite side, where 
we could see two large native fires. Found a tree behind our camp 
bearing an inscription cut in the bark — *E. Howe, Jany. 1841, via 
Hume.* 

" May 11. — Made a good breakfast on wallaby which were shot yes- 
terday. Started at 7.30. Came upon natives fishing. The women, alarmed, 
swam the river with children on their backs. Crossed at midday Lake 
Bonney, at this time waterless, the whole surface covered with mussel- 
shells. Width of lake about one and a half miles, and length about five 
miles. Three horses running wild here. Crossed recent cattle tracks. 
Killed two kangaroos, and took with us some of the meat. Camped at 
twenty-six miles. A large signal-fire to the north-west of us. 

" May 12. — Off at 7.30. The kangaroos here are a deep red colour. 
Camped on a river flat to feed the horses. Crossed a salt-water creek 
and pushed on, hoping to reach the place before dark where the attack 
■on the sheep party was made. Had to camp on a brackish creek. Mr. 
Field, who had come down with the sheep, considered we were not far 
from the place, and rode on with his brother — Lieutenant Field — and 
myself, and at two miles arrived at the spot where the sheep had been 
taken from him. We then returned to the camp. The distance from 
last camp twenty-eight miles, and from Adelaide 230 miles. 

" May 13.— This day will decide whether our expedition is to be 
successful or not. Our only hope is that they will stand, in order that 
we may show them the use of good firearms." (As previously stated, the 
small party of police which had been granted to Lieut. Field's handful of 
volunteers had, in obedience to orders, remained behind on arriving at 
the supposed boundary between this colony and New South Wales 
— which was afterwards found some miles west of the true line). 
''Reached the place of attack about 8 a.m., where the sheep were taken 
from Messrs. Inman and Field. Found the abandoned dray. On the 
ground were scattered in all directions tea, flour, fragments of casks and 
chests. As the tea was not much damaged we secured some part of it, 
and some tobacco. One wheel was off the dray, and some of the iron- 
work had been cut away. A little further back on the overland track, 
on the bank of a large lagoon, we found two of the bullocks lying dead, 
and two more on the further bank of the same lagoon. 

" By forced marches and after a hurried preparation we reached the 

supposed boundary of the colony in seven days, from thence the volunteer 

party started carrying only tea, sugar, and flour, camping at niflrht under 

bushes, our only meat a few ^allaby which we succeeded in shooting. 

The police in obedience to orders remained here, and we proceeded 

onwards unsupported. On /the evening of the 12tli we camped on the 

creek where the attack had been made on Messrs. Field and Inman. We 

first found Mr. Field's trunk empty on the track. The natives had 

. chosen a most favourable spot on which to make the onslaught. It was 

^pi a little flat, through the centre of which a (rully ran, and was 

^^"FTounded by a thick scrub. It was when the dray was crossing the 
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gully that tHe rush was made. The providential release of the spear- 
head from Mr. Imnan^s back enabled nim to mount his horse, and to this 
he owed his life. From the hasty departure of the rescuing party we 
were badly provided with arms. Most of them were rifled, and we had 
only one powder-flask to three men. Many of the balls fitted very tight, 
so that speedy or convenient loading was out of the question. The 
barrels also had become rusty after the damp nights to which they had 
been exposed. At the first discharge two of the pieces became useless, 
one hammer breaking, and in another a ball stuck fast when half home. 
The natives when met were in their war paint, with white bars on their 
bodies and limbs, giving them the appearance of skeletons. It wa» 
found that the horses would not steadily face them, the blacks also 
yelling in the most hideous manner." 

I now follow with extracts from Lieutenant Field's official report, 
which was published in the papers : — " We first found sheep tracks, and 
on following them down observed natives running through the trees. 
We soon came to a large body of them concealed in the scrub, waiting 
our approach, we then formed in line, and rode towards them ; they at 
the same time boldly approached us to within forty yards, well within 
spear range, when one of their chiefs gave the signal to attack by sticking 
a spear in the ground, and with a wave of his hand, they then gave vent 
to a loud war cry, and commenced a discharge of spears. The first man 
who threw a spear I shot through the head, and gave the order to fire, 
hoping when they saw two or three fall they would retreat, but they 
still advanced in the form of a crescent, in number at least 200, while 
many more were seeen through the scrub behind. At this time 
Mr. Hawker called out to me that they were encircling us, and 
seeing they were advancing both wings while the centre were 
attacking us, a large lagoon lying in our rear, I ordered the party to 
follow me and outflank them on the right. While effectinjg this move- 
ment Mr. Hawker's horse fell across a tree and he was dismounted, at 
the same time Mr. Jacob's horse received a second spear and was seon. 
unable to carry him further. He dismounted and we were all engaged 
in covering his retreat." [One of the party informed me that before they 
lost sight of Mr. Jacob's abandoned horse he was like a porcupine from 
the number of spears sticking in his carcase.] '* We succeeded in reach- 
ing a rising ground, where we formed line while Mr. Jacobs mounted 
behind Mr. Bagot. The afiPray had now lasted more than half an hour, 
a very few shots were fired without effect, and the last man shot was 
one of their chiefs. I must here remark that had not the gentlemen 
displayed much steadiness and coolness Mr. Jacobs must have fallen, as it 
was by frequently coming to the present but reserving our fire that we 
kept the headmost men back, as on those occasions they doubled them- 
selves up into the smallest possible compass, holding shields before their 
heads. In covering Mr. Jacob I was struck with a spear in the fore part 
of the head, but as it passed through a thick tarpaulin hat the wound was 
but slight; but the mare I rode was severely speared in the shoulder. 
When I was struck the natives gave a loud yell, as they did on every 
occasion when they appeared to gain an advantage. Having retreated a 
mile we had to halt to sew up the wound in the mare's shoulder, or she 
must have soon dropped from loss of blood. Then, choosing the clearest 
line to retreat upon, we continued our retreat, and f o\xwd Q>>aai ^«t\. «d^ 
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the police the following day. I feel convinced that the remainder of 
the sheep were not far distant, and the natives had assembled to defend 
them and resist their recovery. I further remark that a very strong 
party would be required to subdue them without loss of life to the attack- 
ing force, as their activity and courage combined with their numbers 
and the necessity to attack them in a country unfavorable for horse 
movements, render them a much more formidable enemy than the colo- 
nists have ffenerally any idea of." 

It has Deen related to me by Mr. Jas. Hawker that the first black who 
fell and was supposed to be killed was some time after these affrays em- 
ployed by him when in that part of the colony. He says : — " The ball 
fitruckhim obliquely just above his left eye, carrying part of the frontal 
bone and the eye away, and also injuring the beauty of his nose 
considerably." 

Having given Lieut. Field's report of the fight and retreat, I will 
only add a little more here from Mr. J. 0. Hawker's diary : — " On the 
retreat a number of blacks followed behind their fighting men, and con- 
tinued to hand th6m spears. I consider the total number of them to 
have been over 300. One native with a white band round his head 
carried no arms, evidently the chief or leader giving orders. In addition 
to the number who opposed us were many who were not immediately 
engaged. They were not in the least intimidated by the number who 
fell, which could not be less than eight. When the ground was clear for 
us to gallop they kept on after us and did not seem the least winded. 
The wish I had written down in the morning was thus disagreeably 
realised to our discomfort. Had not Mr. Jacob's horse been speared 
many more might have been shot ; but still it was the opinion of all of 
us that it would have been impossible to have recovered the sheep with 
our small party, as we had only eight effective men, two of the pieces 
having become useless early in the fight ; and after rallying the third 
time, by the loss of Mr. Jacob's horse we were again reduced, and subse- 
quently also by the spearing of Lieut. Field's horse. The ground the 
encounter took place on was covered with {)olygnum and scrub, and 
intersected with creeks. The place had been righuy named by Captain 
Sturt on his way down the river — ' The Islands.'^ We rallied three 
times, and kept our adversaries in check. On our arrival in Adelaide we 
found that Captain Grey, formerly of the 83rd regiment, had arrived to 
displace Colonel Gawler.*' It will be only bare justice to Colonel Gawler 
to remark that the indecisive measures adopted by him at this crisis, and 
so unusual in him, are fully accounted for by the weakened position he 
felt himself to occupy after the severe censures heaped on him for his 
vigorous actions in punishing the Milemnura tribes for their murders. 

A numerous meeting of the inhabitants was quickly held in the 
Auction Mart, when it was resolved that a respectful memorial should 
be prepared and presented to His Fxcellency the new Governor, par- 
ticulars of which will be given in next chapter. 
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CHAPTER XXX, 



Second Expedition under Major O'Halloran. 

A numerous meeting of the inhabitants had been held in Adelaide,, 
and a Conmiittee appoiiated to present a respectful memorial to Hia 
Excellency Govemor Grey, urging him to take the promptest measures 
to protect parties on their way overland with stock. The Committee 
consisted of Messrs. Inman^ Kinchela^ James Fisher, Captain Ferguson, 
and Mr. Giles as Chairman. The deputation was politely received by 
Govemor Grey, who expressed his readiness to promote the objects in 
yiew so far as the means at his disposied would peimit. He promised to 
lay the matter before a meeting of his Council, and communicate with 
the Chairman of the Committee. In his answer he stated ^* that it would 
be necessary to communicate with the Govemor of New South Wales. 
He was willing to accept the services of the volunteers offered to assist 
the police, but he could not admit the idea that a military expedition 
should take place against the natives ; but the services of the voiunteera 
would be accepted as special constables. That positive instructioas had 
been issued by Her Majesty's Govemment to treat the aboriginals of all 
parts of the continent as subjects of the Queen within Her Majesty's 
allegiance." However, orders were immediately given to the Commis- 
sioner of Police to prepare for an expedition to the disturbed district, 
and a large number of colonists were sworn in as special constables — 
peace officers to meet victorious blacks with spears in their hands ! 

Major O'Halloran, Commissioner of Police, was appointed to com- 
mand this second party, with special orders to protect the lives and pro- 
perties of the settlers, but was not to levy war or to exercise hdligeu'ent 
actions against the aborigines of Australia. The Major was supreme in 
command of the combined party of police and volunteers, but to be 
accompanied by the Protector of Aborigines, Dr. Moorhouse, with some 
native interpreters. Subscriptions of money and stores were raised by 
the inhabitants towards the expenses of the expedition. 

The following jjentlemen were sworn in : — Mounted — Captains 
Beevor, Inman, and Ferguson ; Messrs. Berry, J. C. Hawker, Langhorne, 
H. Field, Jas. Fisher, Barber, Brown, Whitpine, Tooth, S. K. Langhome, 
Daniel, and Oliver. Foot— Messrs. Martin, Gatwood, Dennis, Pavlin, 
Head, Day, Deprose, Daverell, Taylor, and three men as buUockdrivers* 
Volunteers, mounted and on foot, 27 ; mounted police, officers and men,. 
26 ; foot do., including four drivers, 11 ; in all, 64. Volunteer officers — 
Mr. J. Beevor, senior officer; Mr. R. Ferguson, junior do. Csmmis- 
saries — Mr. J. C. Hawker, senior officer ; Mr. G. Daniel, junior do. 

" On the 29th May the drays were dispatched containing camp 
requirements from Captain Ferguson's store. On the 3l^t ^'^ '^'^'^iysst 
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part of the volunteers desirous of showing; their respect to Colonel Gawler 
before his departure^ mustered and waited on him in a body to bid him 
farewell. 

'•' On a general muster Major O'Halloran took command of the whole 
party, and marched to Gawler Town, and took up quarters for the night. 
On the 5th J une the whole of the expedition arrived at the Pound, on the 
Murray. On the 6th, Sunday, the Major read the Governor's instructions 
to his command. Mr. Moorhouse, with three natives to be employed as 
interpreters to the wandering black inhabitants, had joined, and was pre- 
sent. Some additions to the force having arrived, the total muster 
amounted to sixty-eight. Extracts from Mr. J. 0. Hawker's diary : — 
" Two boats under charge of Mr. Kiffin, had been ordered to join us from 
Lake Alexandrina in case we required to cross the Murray. Remained 
for the day. In the morning the mounted men were drilled by Inspectors 
Tolmer and Gordon, the Major being present. In the evening the men 
on foot were drilled and practised in firing by the same officers. 

I now take advantage of the Commissioner's diary, the use of which 
I am favoured with by Mr. T. J. S. O'Halloran. 

*' June 8th, Tuesday. — Morning bitter cold, our native interpreters 
returned by moonlight from their visit to the tribe in whose country we 
are now encamped, and state that the natives have promised to come and 
see us in the morning, and are very anxious that we shall kill all the 
blacks of the tribe who have got the sheep, that tribe being their enemies 
{as they pretended). I dispatched a letter for the Governor by Captain 
Nixon, who was returning indisposed. Three of the natives from the 
river came into the camp at 7.30 a.m. Two of them offered to go with 
us as interpreters to the tribe who have the sheep. Halted at the east 
«nd of * Dead Man's Flat' at 2.30 p.m. ; distance travelled, seventeen 
miles ; road very bad. The drays did not come up till 8 o'clock, the 
bullocks done up. 

" June 9th, Wednesday. — Most delightful weather. Halted here for 
the day, and sunk one of the drays in the river till our return, and put 
the supplies on the other two. We shall thus get on better with ten 
bullocks yoked to one dray and eight to the other. Three natives who 
joined us yesterday have promised that no injury shall be done to the 
dray sunk in the river. Mr. Moorhouse and myself put them through an 
examination after breakfast, and the following is a correct report of ques- 
tions and replies : — 

"the examination or the natives who joined our camp 

YESTERDAY. 

" Dead Man's Flat, 126 miles from Adelaide, June 9th, 1841, 
'^ These men state that the sheep are only six hours' march from this 
place. One of them stated that he saw the sheep five days ago, a 
number of which were still alive, with one sheep dog, some bullocks, 
one or more drays, some shirts and blankets, all of which were in pos- 
session of the hostile blacks, who admitted that they had beaten and 
speared to death one white man. To these statements was answered : — 
" ' You say it is but six hours from this to where the sheep are ; 
now, we know that the sheep are seven days from us. Have you ever 
seen the place where the sheep are ?' 
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'* ' No, we have not ; but we have been told by other blacks that the 
sheep are near.' 

'* * How near are we from the country of the hostile blacks V 

" * Two days' march ; when we get there we will tell you I' 

*' * Is the tribe numerous, and have other tribes joined with them ]* 

" * They are a big tribe, and have other tribes with them !' 

" < Will they fight us ?' 

" * No, there are too many whites.' 

" * Then what will they do with the sheep ?' 

" ' They will take to the river when they see you, and will be so 
frightened they will not spear the sheep.' 

" * How soon will they know we are coming up the river ?' 

" * We will go in advance of you one day ; they will not know you 
are coming till we tell them.' 

" ' Are all the tribes together, and will they sit down till all sheep 
are gone V 

" ' They are now together, with the sheep, men, women, and chil- 
dren, and when we tell them they will stop for you to talk to them.' 

" * That is what we wish, and you are to tell them we are not cross, 
and if they give up the sheep we will not hurt them.' 

" * We will go and make them sit down till police come in sight, 
and then we will bring them to you.' 

"'Will they believe you when vou tell them we will not hurt 
them V 

"'We think so.' 

" ' If we get the sheep we will give you blankets.' 

m vTery well, we will try and get the sheep.' 

" * In the late fight there was a chief before his tribe who had a 
white band round his head, and some cockatoo feathers, but no spears. 
Who was he ?' 

" * There are plenty such — old men of the tribe.' 

" ' Are the sheep-stealers on same ground where they attacked the 
whites r 

*' ' Yes, same ground.' 

" ' Are sheep in yards at night, and wild dogs kept off V 

'^ ' We do not know.' 

"'Why did the blackfellows attack the whites V 

" ' Because they came in black man's country.' 

"* Have you ever heard them say white men coming down river 
ever killed blacks or took lubras, or had done them any wrong V 

"'The whites have had fights with hostile tribe, and killed 
several.' 

" ' Have whites ever had fights with your tribe V 

" ' Never, never ; we were always frightened to attack whites.' 

" ' Does your tribe ever fight with tribe of sheep-stealers ?^ 

" ' We never fight, and have no spears or other arms.' 

" ' When some of your tribe see two boats coming up the river let 
them tell them to go on up the river.' 

" ' Very well.' 

" * How many blacks did white men kill in last fight V 1 

" ' They shot many.' 

" * How many blacks were killed when they took th.e a\^^^^' 
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*• ' One blackf ellow/ 

*^ ' Were any blacks wounded V 

" ' None ; but one black was speared by another black by accident.^ 

'< Remarks. — These men commenced their statements by folsely 
declaring that the sheep were near. On being detected they said they 
meant that the first sheep tracks were near. Now, this was a stiU 
grosser falsehood, for the nght occurred more than 100 miles from this 
camp. Much falsehood is apparent throughout their answers. The spot 
where we are now encamped nas been named by me * Bead Man's Flat ' 
in consequence of McKinnon's overseer having been killed by this very 
tribe, and in this flat he lies buried. It is not fifty yards from where 1 
am now writing. Mr. Eyre had also to turn back to rejoin his party. 
Mr. Tooth and others were here attacked. 

" June 10, Thursday. — Several more natives have crossed over to 
our camp this morning. Feed bad here, struck camp at 10.30 a.m., and 
moved on nine miles on account of better feed. One of the vojiunteer's 
bullocks lost. Several wallaby and crested pigeons shot yesterday and 
to-day. The drays did not arrive at our new camp till 6 p.m., although 
they nad only nine miles to travel, they are in such a wretched condition 
and unfit to travel. It is too bad that the Commissariat should have 
sent out such weak animals, as we shall be greatly retarded in our 
progress to our destination, and also on our way homewards. One pole 
was broken, and the dray capsized in coming down the steep pitch into 
this flat. 

"June 11. — Halted here. Passed a bitter cold night. Foot drill 
and sword exercise from 11 till 12.30. The drilling gets on admirably. 
The boats have not arrived. They ought to have been here. 

" June 12, Saturday. — Another cold and frosty night. Halted for 
the day, most anxiously looking out for the boats. Sword and carbine 
exercise. During the afternoon some more natives joined, but could not 
get more satisfactory information from then! than from the previous 
examination of the men of their tribe. 

" June 13, Sunday. — Halted for the day. At daybreak this morn- 
ing one of the police horses was found nearly strangled. He had wound 
himself with the tether rope round his neck and legs up to a tree. His 
struggles must have been ^eat, as he was much bruised and swollen. He 
was unable to stand, and is not likely to live. The two blacks whom we 
examined, and who promised to accompany us to the hostile tribe, have 
disappeared, and told our natives previous to departure (one of them) 
that he was lame, and the other that his children would cry, so that all 
hone of their usefulness as interpreters has vanished, and their desertion 
will I fear prove a most serious disadvantage to us. Some natives crossed 
from the opposite side of the river in a canoe, which some of the men 
borrowed to assist them in fishing. One large fish was caught. 

" June 14. — The agony of the unlucky horse has been such that to 
put an end to his sufferings I ordered him to be shot. Blazed three trees 
close to the river, and wrote largely upon them — * Boats to follow on.' 
I have named this camj) Wallaby Flat. Marched at 9 a.m., and reached 
Pine Flat at 11.30; distance eleven miles. Drays came up at 3.30, men 
having to unload the police dray, and carry the things over a deep sand. 
Some natives joined us on the march, and one of them said he had 
seen the sheep three days ago, and that they were numerous, but were 
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afraid of the blacks^ who could not manage them. He also stated that 
the blacks were aware of our approach, and were going up the river, and 
would not fight us. This blaclaellow offered to go with us and show us 
where the sheep are. The drays did not come up till 6.15 p.m. Rain 
commenced to fall at seven and continued at intervals during the 
night. 

" 16, Tuesday. — Fine morning. The feed is here so bad have had to 
strike camp and move on to a flat six miles distant, and halted at 10.30 
a.m. For the last three days the wind has been fresh and fair for the 
boats, and vet they have not arrived, though we have halted at various 
times, in all six days, to enable them to come up. I must now cal- 
culate the distance we may have yet to advance, and push on for our 
destination with all speed possible, to prevent the chance of our provisions 
falling short. We are now sixteen days from Adelaide. Some of the 
men found two caves in the cliffs, in the roofs of which were seen designs 
scratched by the natives in the soft sandstone. If the boats do not come 
up the day after to-morrow 1 shall blaze the trees, and order the boats to 
remain after their arrival at the blazed trees until our return. Two of 
our Adelaide natives refused to go further, and have remained behind 
with some of the river blacks. I was not aware of their rentaining be- 
hind, or 1 would have prevented it, and I will take care that on our 
return to Adelaide these worthless vagabonds do not join us. Their loss 
to us will be great, for the third black is lazy and stupid, and he was not 
engaged, but allowed to aC/Company us as a supernumerary. 

** June 16, Wednesday. — Moved off at daybreak. Marched through 
a seventeen-mUe scrub, and encamped in a very long polygnum flat, with 
a long pole stuck up in the centre by natives, at 2.15 p.m. ; distance, 
twenty miles. Drays up at 4.45. 

" 17. — Heavy rain about 4 this morning. Yesterday the Governor's 
servant, Binstead, was assaulted by one of the river blacks who had 
joined us. He was awsj from the party, endeavouring to procure rare 
specimens of birds fur His Excellency. The black attempted to take his 
gun, which Binstead was obliged to present several times at the fellow 
to keep him off. The tents wet through, and as the camp is in low 
grouna, we are surrounded by water. 

** l8. — The morning fine and clear. Examined Binstead's charge 
against the blackfellow and ordered him out of the camp. At 10.45 
started. On the march fell in with thirty-one blacks ; saw also others in 
various directions, and fourteen on the opposite side of the river. All 
the blacks we have seen are small and by no nreans powerful. Blazed 
three trees close to the river, and wrote largely on them, " Boats return 
to Bend. Dig underneath/' Buried a bottle containing instructions and 
information to look out, as natives are numerous and not trustworthy. 
Established an alarm post, and ordered extra sentries, five in all, to be 
placed around the camp during the night. 

" 19th June, Saturday. — Struck camp an hour before daybreak. 
Moved off with the drays at 8.30 a.m. Passed Lake Bonney at 10 a.m. 
About 160 natives are in our rear who say they want to see us fight and 
kill their enemies, with whom they will also fight. I do not allow them 
to come near us. We are marching in fighting order with an advance 
and rear guard ; the drays in the centre. 1 keep these rascals off, for 
if we beat the natives they will take their wives, and it ^^ ^\^ V'Si^'s^ 
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they will fall upon us. Crosfied Lake Bonnej and got to the north side 
of it,, and upon a ridge of scrub, the commencement of the country of the 
hostile tribe, at 11 a.m. On looking to the rear we saw a large signal 
fire just lit by the vagabond blacks behind to give notice to those ahead 
of our approach. Lake Bonney dry. Encamped a little before dark. 
Distance marched, sixteen miles." 

1 now continue with extracts from Mr. James C. Hawker's 
diary: — 

''20th, Sunday. — One of the horses, although in hobbles, swam 
across the river, on which one of the friendly natives was directed to 
swim after him and catch him and take off his hobbles and drive him 
back, but seemed not to understand the order ; on which Inspector 
Tolmer dashed into the water, swam after and succeeded in catching the 
horse on the opposite bank, and turned him back, but on his return was 
much exhausted, as the river here was about 150 yards wide and the 
water very cold, current strong. Off at 9.40. The mounted men had to 
halt at about every three miles to allow the drays to come up, the 
country being boggy. Passed a great many tracks of wild cattle. Men 
were sent out to procure beef for rations but could not succeed, the cattle 
being wild. Large numbers of natives showed themselves on both side& 
of the river. Efforts were made to induce some of them to come to us, 
but they remained shy. Distance, fifteen miles. 

"June 21.^)ff at 9 a.m. Track better. At 3.30 arrived at a creek 
running into the river. On the opposite bank of which many natives 
were assembled ; with them some of the blacks who had been with us 
and had bolted. They told us that the sheep were still alive, and they 
would give them up to us ; they also said a party with cattle coming 
down the river were a few days journey from us. Camped on the 
lagoon. Distance, fifteen miles. 

" 22. — The men in bringing in the working bullocks reported they 
had seen recent footmarks of a number of sheep. Off at 8.30, as the 
Major desired to recover the sheep without delay. The natives here left 
us, saying they would join us when we reached the place at which we 
would find the sheep alive, as they would take a shorter cut than we 
could travel on. At 12 camped, distance eight miles, on a creek which 
crossed the small flat where Messrs. Imnan and Field were attacked, the 
creek now running good water. After an hour's rest the Major proceeded 
on with the mounted men.'' 

Mr. J. C. Hawker, having charge of the drays, did not acconopany 
the advance party. In addition to Major O'Halloran's diary I am 
indebted to information fumidied me by Inspector Tolmer, Sergeant- 
Major Alford, and Sergeant Naughton, for the following particulan and 
remarks : — 

"22. — The Major with the mounted men pushed on, hoping to 
come up to the travelling cattle party as well as the remains of the sheep. 
After nding five miles they met a white man in a deplorable state, 
naked, excejft a blue shirt which he had converted into trousers hanging 
from his waist, with a pair of Wellington b«ots on his feet, with no other 
clothing. He reported an attack of the blacks, and that some of the 
party had been killed. A little further on we met the drays with the 
survivors of the party, one of them named Miller, the conductor, lying 
in a dray with five spear wounds in his body. 
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The Major was told that at the time of the attack, some of the 
droyers had oeen sent back by Mr. Miller to recoyer and bring up part of 
the cattle which had parted and gone back, and the weakened advanced 
party were attacked, and the men on being overpowered, and seeing 
three of their mates killed, and their overseer seriously wounded, took 
to the river, and after remaining some time in the water, finding the 
blacks had retired from some (to them) unknown cause, came out of the 
river, and finding three of the bodies of their dead comrades, they rolled 
them over the bank, as much out of sight as possible, and hastened 
forward on the track. 

As Major O'Halloran subsequently found one of these bodies shock- 
ingly mangled, as will be described hereafter, it must appear that the 
cause of their suddenly abandoning the ground on which they had 
defeated the overlanders was that they had received in the midst of their 
work the first news from a flying scout of the large number of armed 
whites who were approaching ; and that afterwards (retting further infor- 
mation from the lying spies that the police were still some distance off, 
they had returned to enact the mangling of the bodies, and, perhaps, at 
the same time slaughtered the remainder of the sheep, and left them in 
fulfilment of their promise, as will be explained in full details in another 
chapter. 

It will be my duty in completing the history of this fatal outbreak 
to relate what a heavy slaughter ultimately had to be visited on the 
natives of this part of our colony before the communication between the 
colonies could be made open and safe. 

Such weak tampering with aboriginals, when combined and with 
anns in hand, and after murderous conduct, Is anything but a policy of 
mercy, either to the natives or to the settlers, as no grounds ought to be 
given to the latter to take the law into their own hands. It is a remark- 
able circumstance that immediately after the arrival of Captain Grey to 
displace Colonel Gawler he should have to report to the Imperial Govern- 
ment the non-success of the weak policv he had undertaken to carry out 
as to the treatment of the natives, de had himself experienced in his 
explorations in Western Australia something of the dangerous character 
of untamed blacks. 

I feel it a fair remark to make that as it was taken for granted in 
his instructions that the aboriginals of all parts of Australia were *' sub- 

J'ects of Her Majesty and within her allegiance,'' that it should have 
olio wed that subjects of whatever colour found in arms, and after com- 
mitting such crimes as these had, should have been promptly treated as 
subjects in revolt, and have been dealt with accordingly, constables' staves 
being left at home. The remainder of this distressing experience must 
be held over for future chapters. 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 



Major O'Halloran's Second Expedition, continukd. 

I continue the account of Major O^Halloran^s expedition on tHe 
Murray, from the time the party came upon the manfipled body of one of 
the slaughtered men, from information given by Mr. Miller, the wounded 
overseer of Mr. Langhorne'a cattle party, and from the diaries and 
reports of officers. 

When the attack was made on this party the overseer had dispatched 
some of the men to the rear to bring up a part of the herd which had 
separated from the main body. These drovers did not come on to the 
ground where lay their slaughtered mates until the survivors had passed 
on, but overtook them shortly before they met the relief force. The 
cattle were then got together with the aid of the relief party, and with 
the loss of only seventy-three out of the original number of seven 
hundred, so that Mr. Langhorne had then great cause for thankfulness 
that the police and volunteers arrived in time to save so large a propor- 
tion of his cattle, and probably the lives of the whole of his men. feut 
it must be recorded of him that he made no outward signs of his ^ti- 
tude then or afterwards to gentlemen who had endured such fatmies, 
and had undertaken such a thankless duty in aid of the Major's &rce. 
However, his name has been given to a creek which in its whole length 
is generally dry. When the rear party overtook those who had survived the 
attack, it was resolved to push on with all speed to reach the nearest 
stations, as they had no idea of an approaching party. Their firearms 
were mostly useless, and they had only a few cnarges of ammunition 
left, the blacks had taken from the drays everything except part of their 
flour, and this was all the party had to depend on for the remainder of 
the journey. On meeting Major O'Halloran they became aware why 
the natives had so suddenly vanished, and how they had been saved in 
such a providential manner, the black scouts having given notice of the 
approach of a strong and armed body of white men. , I now return to 
make use of Mr. J . C. Hawker's diary, and continue with the further 
occurrences of the 23rd of June, 

'^ At about 9.30 all the mounted men, and as many of the men on 

foot as could be spared from the camp, started to scour the country, to 

see if any of Inman's sheep were still alive, but nothing was found but the 

stinking carcases of about two thousand sheep, wantonly speared. A 

camp of about thirty natives was come upon, but the blacks bolted and 

took to the river, laughing and defying the party to shoot, and remaining 

within shooting distance, evidently aware of the orders under which the 

men carried their useless arms — wit\i aliict m\\3Ln!C.^0Tk& ivot to fire imless 

Attacked. Amongst this insulting mob waa SAetiVaSL^^ oraa cvl ^^ TA^c^^ 

^ho had left the party the pxeviouB day,ipiomSsa3ft% \ft Y^ocva^ ^wsi3i5st- 
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ence. The natives who had promised to give up the sheep were amongst 
the swimming niggers, thus proving their treachery. In the camp which 
they had deserted were found pieces of clothing and some iron-work be- 
lon^g to Mr. Inman's party, and also the bones of Mr. Jacob's horse, 
which they speared aa described. On the return of the force to the 
camp, Major O'Halloran took the depositions of Mr. Langhome, jun., 
who was with the party when attacked, as well as of the overseer and 
men, and decided to start the next day to Lake Victoria, and endeavour 
to make prisoners. 

'^ 24 th. — At 7.30 the party started for the lake — leaving Messrs. Inman, 
J. C. Hawker, and Field, in charge of the fortified camp — with the men 
on foot and all Mr. Langhome's party except three. A strong fence was 
immediately commenced as a stockade, sentries being outside during the 
day, and within all night. 

** On the 25th the defending fence aroimd the camp was finished.*' 

The Major's diary continues — 

''On the 26th the mounted force returned. They had divided into 
two parties at the Lake, one party crossing the Kufus, keeping the 
easterly side, and the other continuing on the near side, in order to 
intercept the natives, but they had been on the alert, and had reached 
the farther side of the Lake, and eight canoes were seen on the Lake 
crossing the remainder, and so they accomplished their escape. When 
the party arrived at the junction of the Kufus with the Murray they 
found to their unspeakable horror the mangled body of a man named 
Martin, one of the four murdered men who had been placed over the 
bank by their escaping mates. One of the bodies (the one found) had 
been brought up by tlie blacks, and placed on the upper bank, stript 
naked ; the skull had been battered with waddies, and exhibited masses 
of mangled bone, brains, and congealed blood ; the bones of the arms 
and thighs had been removed ; the sides had been opened, and the vital 
organs, with the kidney fat, had been extracted. In the hands small 
green boughs had been placed. All this had been done in derision after 
the men had been killed with spears, to accomplish which diabolical act 
the savages had returned to the spot. By the side of the body of Martin 
was seen a faithful bulldog named Blucher, which appeared to be 
wounded. The poor brute, alarmed at the approach of the police, took 
to the water, giving vent to a most piteous howl, which none of the 
hearers would be likely to forget. The rescued men said the dog had 
fought the blacks nobly, and was supposed to have been killed. The 
mataphorical fiendish display the blacks had time to indulge in may be 
read to mean that the whites when they intruded on their country had 
not bodily arms to fight with, or to defend themselves, and had not legs 
to escape from them, nor brains to cope with them ; and to complete the 
unheard of picture thev placed in the powerless hands small branches of 
green boughs as an emblem of their unarmed helplessness.'' 

One of mv informants, a very kind-hearted and genuine Englishman, 
thus expressed himself to me respecting the effect the shocking sight 
had upon him on seeing the derisively mangled. body of hi& cowtAx^'osas^. 

Sergeant N thus gives his impxessioiiB oiv V\Xti^«»v5\^ ^Cti^ ^cnOk^s^ 

spectacle :— '^Before this I never kaew w\iat \t -wb^^ \.o ^^^ 'N^^c^^^vt^'^ 
or to desire to take the life of a fellow ciealvrce, >d\v\. XVx^ ^"^'^r.'^'^'^'^lt^ 
mj blood to run cold ; and then I felt aB it m^ \>x«:\Ti ^^ ^^ ^^^"^"^ I" 
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that no command would restrain me from wreaking vengeance on such 
barbarous murderers. I do not know what the Major felt, but I could 
guess by his distorted countenance, silent as he was, and how he felt his 
false position. I was with him in his raid against the • Milemnura tribes 
of natives after the Maria murders, but then his hands were not tied by 
instructions from the Home Government, and he there carried out what 
]^oved to be a humane policy under the orders of our Governor, Colonel 
Gawler." 

After a pause, to allow the feelings of the party to quieten, " the 
Major ordered a grave to be dug, and he performed funeral service over 
the body. Then a large fire was made and kept over the spot to disguise 
the grave. A watch belonging to one of the slaughtered men and a few 
other articles were found lying about, with broken spears, and here fifty- 
three head more of cattle were recovered." 

Lake Victoria is twenty miles from the last strong camp, Lake 
Bonney being fifty-six, and the grave is 233 miles from Adelaide. A 
tree was barked at the crossing of the Ruf us, and on it was written 
" Beware of the blacks," as a caution to fresh parties coming down. 

" On June 27 the whole of the force remained at camp to rest the 
horses. It was called Fort O'Halloran." 
Mr. J. C. Hawker says : — 

'^ I took one of the men and rode to the spot to which the natives 
had removed Messrs. Field and Liman's dray, and found it in the same 
condition as when first discovered in May. Rode afterwards over the 
ground where we received the attack, and there found a very large 
deserted black's camp and piles of sheep's bones. * 

" 28. — Took five men of the party and brought the dray into camp, 
which I had bought from the owners. 
** 29.— Still m camp. 

" 30. — Mr. Inman's horse escaped, and could not be recovered. 
" July 2. — Inspector Tolmer, J. C. Hawker, and two troopers dis- 
patched as an express to head-quarters." 
Continued from the Major s diary : — 

" The place where Langhome's overland cattle party were attacked 

was called Langhome's Ferr^ by Major O'Halloran, as he here prepared 

the body of a dray by covenng the bottom, back, front, and sides, with a 

tarpaulin ; and in that makeshift crossed a party of eighteen men, imder 

Inspector Tolmer, swimming their horses over to the opposite side. He gave 

the Inspector strict orders to make prisoners, if possible, without bloodshed ; 

to carry out the commands issued by His Excellency Governor Grey to 

the letter. The Inspector, with his party, was directed to proceed a 

little inland, where some^natives were known to frequent, and to force 

them, if found, towards the junction of the Rufus with Lake Victoria, 

towards the Major and his party of fourteen, who would be there ready 

to intercept them ; after which, if time permitted, he would order both 

sides of the Lake to be scoured. The drays and party in charge of 

them (thirteen in all) were to remain at langhome's Ferry till the 

scouring parties returned. The parties on both sides of the channel 

(known as the River Rufus, being the coimQet\oTi\)«t^««ti tha Lake and 

the Murray) mounted, and commenced o^cnraAAsn.'ft %X> %i)(^M\» te^^^js^. 

The Majorca party had not proceeded fat m wrt«ivdftd otdst^'wVca «i» ^ 

JdB BCoutB gaye bba notice that about tbitty "bAac^isa '^^^ ctQ»«fli%\»% 
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Lake. Orders were given to pursue. The cliannel or i unction of the 
Lake being waded, the party passed to the New South Wales side, and 
with speed skirted the Lake, when to their regret they found they were 
too late. They found at the bank of the Lake eight caQ9as, which the 
blacks had left and vanished in the scrub. The Major being thus foiled, 
turned back and recrossed the channel, which near the junction was 
found to be fordable. He now extended his men along the banks of the 
Buf us, in hopes to intercept any blacks that the Inspector's party might 
drive before nim, in passmg from a salt-water creek emptying into the 
Murray. At 2.30 p.m. the Inspector came in with his detachment, and 
reported he had met with no success. The country around was now 
seen to be in a blaze with signal fires, and finding it would be useless to 
make any further attempt to secure prisoners, the whole party returned 
to Langhorne's Ferry, and all hands were carefully employed in searching 
along the banks of the Ruf us towards the Lake m hopes of finding the 
other three bodies of the murdered men, which might have been carried 
by the current then passing from the river to fill up the Lake. This 
Lake by high floods is filled, and as the river falls for a time, returns its 
waters to keep up the stream in the Murray, as many back waters, 
lagoons, and anabranches do on this great watercourse with which our 
province has been favoured. No more bodies were found, but a musket, 
uninjured, a morocco cigar case, and other scattered articles, with many 
broken spears. Trees here were blazed, and on them written, *^ Beware 
of blacks," to warn the next unhappy party of their danger on arriving 
in the country of these bloodthirsty tribes. The flour and other pro^ 
perty of the previous sufferers had been found distributed in all direc- 
tions on the Murray, Huf us, and Lake, thus proving these vagabonds 
participated in the late dreadful and cruel murders. 

The party were ordered to return to the morning camp. Mr. 
Langhorne this day recovered four more of his cattle, having with the 
assistance of the relief party ultimately regained all but sixteen head of 
his number of seven hundred. 

^* The Rufus is a narrow but deep stream or channel and full of 
windings. The distance from the Murray to the lake is not more than 
seven miles. Its breadth is about thirty yards, and at its junction with 
the Lake it is sufliciently shallow to admit of horsemen ana drays cross- 
ing without inconvenience, and at this spot only ought overlanders to 
ford the river. Lake Victoria is a noble expanse of water with rich 
■alluvial flats of considerable extent along its banks, and fit for dairy 
purposes as pasture land or for agriculture." 

The party were now 260 miles from Adelaide and (the Major in his 
diary says) they could not expect to arrive there under three weeks, 
which in all would make an absence of nearly seven weeks. He felt 
much disheartened, after so much anxiety and exertion, that no prisoners 
had been taken, but he still hoped to lie able to do so at or on arriving 
at Lake Bonney. One great source of consolation to him was that his 
party had been, under Providence, the happy means of saving the lives 
of twelve white men as also the bulk of the cattle for the o^ws;t ^^<3L^3wi^ 
■colony. He could not speak too bigVAy oi t\v^ vh^xkvx^^^ ^«^\>aRX «:^ *Cfefe 
entire detachment since they left town, on^t-^ ^xja.^ \v5a.V\^St>^^'^^'^ ^"^^"^^^^ 
with a prompt cheerf idness. The (c^Ti11<dm^ii ^c\>a5i\»«tVi ^^-^^t^^cMf, '^^^^ 
ciBUy bia warm thanks for theii geTvtlemwA^ wxiii>xcX wA ^\sm!^ ^^^^j^ 
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ence to orders ; and their admirable example and quickness in learning 
their military duties had both surprised and greatly pleased him. The 
party returned to the fortified camp, and to the regret of the Major and 
the party the failhf ul dog Blucher did not again show himself. Mr. 
Hawker picked up a hymnbook found about two and a half miles from 
the camp, which had belonged to one of the murdered men. 

On the 28th of June the whole party left the camp, which the 
Major named the Hornet's Nest, but the volunteers called it Fort 
(yfialloran. Their next camp was on the ground where the famous 
*' Blue Beard" was shot some 18 months previously. Sturt mentioned 
him in his work. He was a very old man, and had a long white beard. 
It was reported that he was shot when in the act of some treachery 
towards Miller's first party. The Major named this spot '' Blue Beard s 
Den." 

" 29th. — Left Blue Beard's Den'and marched fifteen miles. We are 
detained for Mr. Langhorne's cattle to come up. 

*' 80th. — Marched fourteen miles. Day cold. 

** July 1, Thursday. — Marched seventeen miles, crossing Lake 
Bonney. Now out of country of hostile blacks. Captured a number of 
women and children, who, however, through a misunderstanding of 
orders by the men in charge, were released, and they escaped. One of 
them bit a policeman in the leg, and taking his sword about the middle 
snapt it in two. I was in hopes, by the capture of these women, and by 
releasing one of them with a message to her tribe, that we might on pro- 
mising to release the rest, have secured the three men who joined us in 
this neighbourhood with the promise of acting as interpreters with the 
hostile blacks, and who afterwards acted so false and treacherous a part' 
Looked for and found the bottle buried at this camp for the boats, from 
which 1 conclude that the boats have been counterordered. Just before 
dark six blacks fearlessly came to our camp. They were asked if they 
were not afraid to come near us ; but they said no — they had done us no 
wrong, and they knew we would not hurt them. They knew we had 
caught their women and children and had released them. The men who 
had deceived us were ahead, and we should see them. I could not find 
in my heart to make prisoners of them after thus confiding in us. The 
point of a spear came out of Mr. Miller's groin this evening. 

" July 2, Friday. — Mr. Tolmer, the Sergeant-Major, and Corporal 
FoUard left camp this morning at 6 a.m. with a desptatch for His Excel- 
lency. Eleven gentlemen volunteers also accompanied them into town. 
The faithful bulldog Blucher, that we found at Langhome's Creek guard- 
ing the dead body of poor Martin, to our astonishment came into camp 
this evening with the cattle. He is very thin and emaciated ; had a 
spear wound thiough his body, and another in the hind leg, on which he 
is very lame. He has followed us in this state upwards of 70 miles, and 
appears at present yety shr and timid. ^ 

" July 6. — Dead Man s Flat. — A board ou a tree, and on [it ' Boats 
left for the Bend June 25th.' Some hours after arrival at camping- 
ground caught one of the blacks who had so grossly deceived us by acti ig 
as spy to the hostile tribe ; notified to him in presence of other blacks 
that he should be taken as prisoner to Adelaide for the future good con- 
duct of his tribe, for it seems that this fellow and five other men of his 
tribe were about to attack our cart on th« line of our march homeward, 
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and were only prevented by Sergeant Nau^hton presenting his carbine at 
them. He was in the cart sick, with Mr. Miller. The blacks doubtless 
coveted the rugs and blankets that were laid in numbers in the cart to 
form a soft bed for the wounded overseer. 

" July 6. — Left for town, giving over the command to Inspector 
Gordon. 

"July 8. — Arrived in town at 11 o'c1o3K a.m. Have eleven miles 
still before me ere I reach my residence." 

Extract from Major 0*Halloran*s report, published in the Register 
of July 10, 1841 : — " Unfortunately; after great anxiety, we have failed 
in making any prisoners/ but this has been owing solely to the boats not 
joining, and for which 1 cannot account. In a country such as 1 have 
gone over, intersected by rivers, lagoons, and creeks, and thick with 
polygnum scrub and high weeds, it is next to impossible to surprise 
any blacks, who all Know (by scouts and signal fires) of the 
approach of any party from the time the same makes the river, into 
which the natives are ready to plunge, and are there secure from 
all danger. The cruel tribe we are noTv surrounded by are very 
numerous, and have doubtless become emboldened by having defeated 
three successive parties of Europeans, and having also escaped punish- 
ment from any detachment. Mr. Inman was attacked three miles from 
this, and Mr. Langhorne^s party fifteen miles east of us ; and this clearly 
proves that this tribe in the last three instances are the murderers of our 
xjountrymen, and the plunderers of their property." 

EXTBACTS FKOM THE '* REGISTER." 

Register f July 17. — The whole of the police party, we understand, 
Tetumed from the Murray expedition on Wednesday, bringing in custody 
a native, though with what crime charged we have not heard. It is said 
the man was fastened to and obliged to follow the dray. He was tied 
up on his arrival in the Police Barracks, but during the night he contrived 
to escape, and no tidings of him have been gained. 

RegisteVy 24th. — It will be recollected that one of the objects of the 
late expedition to the Murray was to protect the party of Mr. Langhome 
{reported by him to the Governor), and known to be on the road with a 
large herd of cattle. The expedition, though it did not reach the spot in 
time to prevent an attack by the natives and the murder of four of 
Mr. L.'s servants, was happily the means of saving the lives of those 
who escaped. The cattle, too, with a trifling exception, were all saved. 
The Mr. Langhome who was with the party is indebted as well for his 
life as for me property to Major (yiialloran's party of police and 
volunteer gentlemen on the occasion. In knowledge of these facts it was 
with some surprise we heard it stated on the return of the party that the 
Mr. Langhome (who was with the cattle) had refused to supply the ex- 
pedition with more than one bullock, out of nearly seven hundred saved. 
We received last week a statement from Mr. J. C. Hawker, who took the 
trouble to act as commissary to the volunteer force, which we publish 
without comment. " One beast only was killed for the police and volim- 
teers. As commissary I represented to Captain Beevor that our rations 
of salt meat would not last us out if we supplied Mr. Lanprborne's men 
with meat. On which Captain Beevor asked Mr. Langhome when hft 
would be killing a beaat, as some of out mervwet^^wS-^TOi^ Vtotsi. "s^xstsr^. 
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Mr. Langhorne's answer was that if we thought we had come out to eat 
fresh meat all the way in we were yerv muoh mistaken^ as it would cost him 
twenty head to last us into Adelaide. Mr. Beey or then asked if he would sell 
some to him, but he refused to sell any, making seyeral paltry excuses." 

The following is the account of the expenses incuired by the volun- 
teer party : — *' To Messrs. August and Gooki flour, rice, &c., £42 ; hire 
of two teams at £8 a week, £55 ; bullock driver, Sec., £8 ; total, £105. 
None of this amoimt is defrayed by Mr. Langhome.'^ 

The account of the thira expedition of police, under Sub-Inspector 
Shaw, accompanied by Mr. Moorhpuse, Protector of Aborigines, will 
appear in next chapter, on which occasion ample punishment was inflicted 
on the Ruf us tribes and their allies, by a great slaughter of the em- 
boldened natives. 
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CHAPTER XXXn. 



Final and Decisivh Expedition — Hhavy Slaughter of the 

Offending Tbibes. 

After the return of Major O'Halloran on the 8th of May, 1841^ 
with his strong party from his second almost fruitless expedition — utterly 
so as to the recovery of any of the 7,000 sheep taken from Messrs. 
Inman and Field — Governor Grey being well informed that other parties 
were on their way down, and made luive to the increased danger they 
would be likely to encounter from the same murderous blacks who had 
hitherto had it so nearly all their own way, at length felt it incumbent on 
him to send a third party under Sub-Inspector Shaw, and with him Mr. 
M. Moorhouse as Protector. (Qy — Of the whites from unjust censures ?) 
In the Begister of September 11, 1841, was published a report of 
that expedition from the Protector of the Aborigines ; also a letter from 
Mr. Robinson, who was met by the Government force at the Rufua 
Junction, where a conflict took place, when the little army of blacks 

{>laced themselves between the two parties, and advancing to attack at 
ength met with their deserts. I now give an account of this affair from 
the public records of the time: — 

'< Yesterday morning Mr. Bobinson arrived in Adelaide overland in 
advance of his party with stock from New South Wales under their 
charge, and has furnished accounts of two desperate affrays before 
reaching and on the Rufus, from which they safely escaped. We are 
enabled to present our readers with full 'extracts from the official report 
of Mr. Moorhouse, the Protector %t Aborigines, to His Excellency the 
Governor. The painfully interesting details which these documents 
furnish render conmient for this week at least unnecessary, as an 
investigation has been ordered by the Governor to be made by the Bench 
of Magistrates. It is clear, however, on the surface that no party can 
for the present pass safely from New South Wales territory into South 
Austraha imless sufficiently numerous and well armed. 

the pboteotob's kepobt. 

^'Lake Bonney, September 4, 1841. 

'^ Sir — I have the honour to inform His Excellency the Governor 
that the expedition consisting of twenty-nine Europeans with three 
aborigines, which left Adelaide on the 31st July to meet Mr. Robinson 
and others on their route from Sydney is now on its return, having been 
effectual in rendering all the assistance that was necessary to the parties. 
I joined tho detachment fifty miles from Adelaide on the 4th of August, 
and with it reached the Pound on the 7th. I had all the party 
mustered, and read and explained my instructions to them. Several 
natives were within a mile of the camp, but did not visit us. Our 
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blacks went to them, and returned with some curious reports, that in 
consequence of a black scout coming down the river the bulk of the 
active natives had gone upwards on being called on Ho congregate and 
attack a partj c«ming down the river with bullocks, sheep, and clothing.' 
I received the report with doubts, but as we travelled along the Murray 
I noticed an unusual absence of native camps, which soon led me to 
believe the story. In passing over a distance of over ninety miles we 
only saw natives on one place, the number being twenty-f our, emaciated 
old men and women unable to travel. 

^' On the 18th of August we halted for the night, three miles to the 
south of Lake Bonney. Our Adelaide natives took three of our party — 
myself, Sub-Inspector Shaw, and a volunteer gentleman — to a creek two 
miles distant from our camp, where we saw 105 blacks, who seemed 
frightened at our approach, and several women took their children on 
their backs and ran into the water. Some of the men seized their spears 
and stood firmly by their wurlies. Two of them came to me, whom I 
had seen on my previous visit, and asked if I did not know them. They 
showed great anxiety to be on friendly terms with us, end said they 
could prove that they had not speared white man's property. They said 
there are three horses near our camp, and we could spear them at any 
time, but we have not done ""so, as we wish to be friends with white 
man. They then took us through a belt of scrub and showed us the 
horses within 400 yards of a wurlie. 

*' 19th. — When about to march, forty of the natives we had seen 
last night came up to us, and urged us strongly not to go on, as there 
was a great number of blacks congregated two days' march ahead, at 
work preparing spears and other weapons, and they would be sure to 
attack us. They were ' turla butta ' (full of wrath), and would take our 
clothing and provisions. I desired one of them to go with us, but he 
declined. This interview produced a bad effect on the blacks we brought 
from town. Two of them on the following day turned aside from the 
track, pretending to hunt, but did not return. Fortunately we had the 
other fellow on the dray, whom we did not suffer to escape. In the 
evening camped on Tolmer's Flat, twelve miles to the north-east of Lake 
Bonney. 

" 20th. — ^Halted to rest the cattle, now in the country of the hostile 
natives, and here had the first instance of aggression I witnessed on the 
river. The party were all at drill ; the sheep we had with us for food 
were allowed to graze without a shepherd. When drill was over, and 
the shepherd went after his sheep, he found one with a spear in its side, 
and saw the aggressor, but he escaped. We now had some difficulty in 
keeping our interpreter. As we passed along the river he made many 
enquiries from natives on the opposite side, and frequently asked me how 
many sleeps we were from Lake Victoria, because he was told we would 
be attacked there. He induced three of these blacks to join us, whom 
we supplied abundantly with kangaroo, and allowed them to sleep at our 
camp, out charging them not to move about during the night lest one of 
the four guards might shoot them. Pangi Pangi, our Adelaide black, 
ur^ed us to keep up drill that the strangers might see the superiority of 
white men's arms.^ 

''On the 25th Sub-Inspector Shaw had a tree marked at a distance of 
fifty yards, and ordered tiie men to fire at the mark, allowing three 
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seconds between each shot. Pangi Pann said, I am glad, and no more 
frightened. The three blacks who had been with us several days were 
terrified and wished to go before us to the Lake ' to tell tribe what white 
man can do with mucketty.' I was glad to let them go. 

" 27th. — Now only five miles from the lake I mustered the party and 
repeated my instructions. Each man was told that no firing could be 
allowed until the Inspector gave the command. I advised them, in case 
of attack from the natives, to use every exertion to protect the drays. 
At 9 a.m. we marched, and in an hour we saw two mounted men on the 
opposite side of the Ruf us, whom we found to be Mr. Bobinson and Mr. 
Levi, at one mile from Langhome^s Ferry towards the lake. We saluted 
them heartily, and asked if their party were all safe. They answered 
' Yes, both persons and property,' although they had been attacked on 
the preceding day by a body of 300 blacks, who were repulsed after 
receiving eight wounds from the overlanders. At the time of the attack 
they were about two miles from the Ruf us, and marched on and en- 
camped at Langhome's Ferry. They asked of us where the herds and 
drays could cross, as they were then looking out for an easy place to 
cross, and wished to do so immediately. They had found the junction of 
the Rufus with the lake too wide and deep, and now would take the 
ferry. We now left them and rode along the Rufus towards Lake Vic- 
toria, and greatly to our surprise discovered a large mob of natives run- 
ning towards us, each carrying his implements of war. We hastily 
returned to our party. The drays were drawn up on the banks of the 
river ; the men were formed in a line of two deep to protect the dnys. 
In half an hour the natives were seen in the scrub at about half a mile 
distant, evidently prepared to commence an attack. I, seeing this, gave 
the command of the party to Sub-Inspector Shaw, and said he was at 
liberty to issue such orders as he thought necessary for our safety and of 
the overland party whom we had been sent out to protect, desiring him 
not to commence firing until I had spoken to the hostile natives. I 
ordered Pangi to accompany me in advance. After we had proceeded 
about three hundred yards, the three blacks who had gone forward at their 
own request to confer with the advancing tribe left the mob and came to 
us. I asked them what message they brought. They said the Lake 
people would not listen to them ; they knew the whites had tomahawks, 
blankets, and food, and they would have them at all risks. I took these 
fellows back and told them to sit down out of the way of the strife. 
The police party were on the western bank of the Rufus, and Mr. Robin- 
son and his men on the eastern bank, who advanced towards the closing 
natives and commenced to fire on them ; Mr. Shaw also ordered a firing 
to commence. The natives were almost immediately throvm into con- 
fusion, the greater part running into the scrub, and about fifty running 
into the water to conceal themselves in the thick reeds. Both parties 
closed on to those in the water. The firing lasted about fifteen minutes, 
and the result to the natives was, according to my estimate, about thirty 
killed, ten wounded, and four prisoners taken (one adult male, one boy, 
and two lubras). Mr. Robinson was speared in the left arm. As soon 
as there was the least probability of taking prisoners firing ceased. More 
prisoners might have been taken if an alarm at the cbrays had not been 
given which called the party off from searching the reeds, and in the 
meantime the natives escaped. 
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*' At 11a.m. the following day the whole of Mr. Robinson's party 
were safely crossed. The police fully armed, being drawn un, the 
prisoners were placed in the centre, whom I addressed through tne in- 
terpreters. I told them they had been advised by their allies not to 
attack the whites, whose arms were so superior to their own ; that we 
had not any desire to kill black men or their lives would have been 
taken; that I was empowered to allow the two who were woimded to go 
to their friends (that was a boy and a woman) ; that the other woman 
whose husband had been killed, and who was rescued by the Adelaide 
black, haying consented to become his wife, might go with him to Ade> 
laide ; that 1 should take the black man, the ower prisoner, to Adelaide, 
and he would be there kept as a hostage, and if the tribe attacked any 
other party coming down the river he might be put to death. I then 
gave the woman and the boy their liberty, and one day's supply of pro- 
visions, telling them we widied to be friends with their tribe, and 
that the prisoner was taken as a pledge of their future good conduct, &c. 

Mr. Kobinson's statement : — 

" On July 1st, in company with Mr. Warriner (a crack shot with a 
rifle) and Mr. Barker, I left Gundaguy, on the Murrumbidgee, with 6,000 
ewes, 14 horses, 500 mixed head of cattle, 3 drays, and 26 in party. 
Wd were well armed, and had heard of the attacks on the previous 
parties. We saw blacks all the way down, but did not allow them to 
come near us. The Darling was in full flood, and we lost three head of 
cattle in crossing. On approaching the Rufus 1 had remained a daya 
march behind looking for strayed cattle, and saw thirty or forty natives 
fully armed on the track towards the Lake. The blacks on seeing me 
crossed the Murray. The day following I had gone on ahead to look for 
a crossing-place. On my return towards tJie party I saw about 300* 
blacks, who, perceiving' me, formed themselves into a half-circle to 
oppose the advance of the party. I immediately got all the sheen and 
cattle together, left nine men with the drays, ana with the remainder of 
the party went to the blacks, who by this time had approached near to 
the sheep, yelling most hideously, and by their gestures evidently intent 
on an attack en us. They met our approach, on which we commenced 
firing. After receiving eight rounds the blacks gave way, and we drove 
them to the bush. During this affair about fifteen were killed or seriously 
wounded. We then proceeded on and camped. The following morning 
we were met by the party from Adelaide sent to protect us. We were 
told by them that they expected an attack that day. I said I thought 
not, as we had the previous day encountered a large number of blacKs, 
and had beaten them. As we were preparing to cross at Langhome's 
Ferry one of the Adelaide narty came and informed us that the natives 
in force were approaching tnrough the scrub. The three blacks who had 

Preceded Mr. Moorhouse also told us that the hostile blacks were close at 
and, determined to fight and plunder us. We met their advance and 
fired on them, &c. (as stated by Mr. Moorhouse). The prisoner on a sub- 
sequent day attempted to escape, and was not retaken imtil he had 
received three gunshot wounds.'' 

Mr. Robinson further remarks : — 

'' On entering the South Australian coimtry the difference is most 
striking; nothing can be finer than the tracks from the Springs to 
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Beguter, September I8th — Remarks of the Editor : — 

" The Bench of Magistrates are to assemble on Monday to enquire 
into the late deplorable rencontre with the natives. The investigation is 
to be public. As the matter stands at present it is ve^^ plain Mr. Moor- 
house cannot act as Protector, for it was under his protection they were 
shot down by dozens, and by his own showing, before they had throvm a 
spear or committed a single offensive act in his presence.*' 

'' I have quoted the above, as the remarks of the Editor will be so 
completely answered by the unanimous resolution of the Bench in justi- 
fication of Mr. Moorhouse, after an examination of himself and others 
during three days ; extracts fiom the published reports of which will 
follow : — 

On Monday, at midday, the Bench of Magistrates sat at the Court- 
House to investigate the circumstances under which about fifty natives 
were shot on the Murray by Mr. Robinson's overland party and by that 
uoder Mr. Sub-Inspector Shaw, dispatched by His Excellency Qovemor 
Grey. 

The Chairman of the Bench addressed Mr. Moorhouse, and informed 
him that in order tofsatisfy the public mind in the colony and at 
liome, the Governor had thought it necessary to have an official investi- 
gation into the circumstances of the late engagement on the Murray, 
and requested Mr. Moorhouse to state to the Bench the facts of the case. 
Mr. Moorhouse's published report was read by Mr. Richman. Mr. Smillie 
asked Mr. Moorhoouse if he adhered to that statement and confirmed it, 
and that gentleman replied that he did. 

In answer to otner questions Mr. Moorhouse stated — No spears 
were thrown before the firing commenced. The blacks were approaching 
in line with spears quivering in their hands poised ready for throwing. 
A message of defiance had been previously brought by three blacks 
(allies of the hostile assailants) that they were determined to have our 
property. 

CaptMU Sturt — What was the conviction in your mind when you 
gave over the command of the party ? — My conviction was that we were 
to be attacked ; that if we had allowed them to approach within spear's 
throw we should all have been cut o£f. Firing was the only advantage 
we had to compensate for our small numbers, the muskets being able to 
kill at greater distance than their spears. I calculated that one hundred 
and fifty fighting men who were in front had at least four hundred 
spears with them, each spear bein^ equal to one gun if within their 
range. 

Major O'Halloran — You think their object was to make a rush P — I 
think so^ and so we aU thought. I made signals to them not to approach 
but they paid no attention. 

Dr. Kent — What were your instructions ? — They were, in case the 
natives manifested any hostile intention, to give over the command to 
Mr. Shaw that he might issue such orders as he deemed necessary for 
our safety. 

Captain Sturt — You did not give up the command to Sub-Inspector 
Shaw till you saw all hopes of an amicable understanding were at an 
end ? — I did not. 

Captain Sturt — Can you venture an opinion as to whether Mr. 
Robinson's party would have driven them off without the eje&i&tA.^<iftk ^^ 
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the police ? — I think they would have taken his drays and sheep from 
him. 

Mr. Moorhouse further stated that about two days afterwards'' he 
saw about one hundred blacks with their arms, going down the river, but 
they oflfered us no further annoyance. 

Mr. Robinson also underwent a long examination, as also the native 
interpreter, and confirmed Mr. Moorhouse. 

The prisoner, Pul Kanta, was examined, and admitted it was their 
intention to take the sheep, &c. To other questions he would not answer, 
and was silent when asked if he had fought the whites on the same spot 
before. 

Mr. Moorhouse said he did not fire on natives ; he never carried arms 
when among the natives. 

It was moved by Major O'Halloran, and seconded by Mr. Eyre, 
" That the Bench of Magistrates after full and careful examination of all 
the evidence brought before them relating to the late affray with the 
natives on the Hufus, and the police and Mr. Robinson's party, are 
unanimously of opinion that the conduct of Mr. Moorhouse ana his party 
was justifiable, and indeed unavoidable, and that much praise is due to 
him and the combined party for the great forbearance the force evinced 
when placed under circumstances of Sie most trying nature." 

It must be here noticed that no subseauent censures were uttered or 
published, when this much to be deplored neavy slaughter of natives was 
rendered necessary, after the weak tamperinaf policy had been unsuccess- 
fully put in practice. If so large a number were known to have been 
killed, what an uaknown number must have been wounded and escaped to 
die in the bush. 

A resolution was also passed that His Excellency be respectfully 
solicited, under the circumstances now elicited, that an armed party 
should be stationed in the vicinity of Langhome's Ferry, and also that 
the native prisoner, Pul Kanta, lie placed forthwith under the charge of 
the Protector of Aborigines, and after receiving from him such instruc- 
tions as at his command, be set at liberty t3 return to his tribe. See 
appendix Major O'Halloran's letter. 

Register f October 2nd, 1841. — "Yesterday Mr. Eyre left town on 
his road to the Murray, where he is to be stationed as Police Magistrate 
of the district. Mr. Eyre takes with him the native captured in the 
late affray on the Rufus, and he trusts through his means to be enabled 
to open up a friendly communication with the hostile blacks." 

The following passage is from Button's South AustraliaUf published 
1846 :— 

" Mr. Eyre held this appointment at Moorundee, eighty-five miles 
from Adelaiae. Governor Grey made this appointment, after many 
Europeans had been from time to time killed and their property destroyed 
or plundered ; whilst on the other hand, whenever the parties of whites 
had been in sufficient force, great slaughter of the blacks had been com- 
mitted. The Governor, therefore, had apparently sufficient grounds for 
going to the expense of the above establishment, even at a time when 
colonial finances were at the lowest possible ebb." 
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CHAPTER XXXIII. 



SUMMABY OP PbBVIOUS CbAPTBRS — ACCOUNT OP POONINDIB ABORIGI- 
NAL Institution — Little Value op Native Pkotectobate 
Exposed. 

Haying in previous chapters brought the long and calamitous history 
of the conflicts with the blacks on the Murray River^ from the threatened 
attack on Captain Sturt in his boat expedition in the year 1830, down to 
the fight between the blacks and the whites on the Rufus Junction in 
1841, 1 think it will be as well to give a short summary of the contest, 
ending with the severe punishment of the blacks as recorded in the 
previous chapter, before I shall bring to the notice of readers allusions to 
more pleasing pictures of the intercourse of the whites* associations 
with the benighted race. Before the severe encounters I have recorded, 
a few trifling attacks by detached bodies of blacks on overland parties 
with stock had been previously made, but had been repulsed on the fall 
or wounding of one or two of the assailants. When, however, the pass- 
ing of white men with flocks of sheep down the bank of the river com- 
menced, the wild natives saw their greater chances of success, and the 
detached tribes associated together and made their first combined and 
successful attack on Mr. Inman's party, and secured the 7,000 sheep on 
the 16th of April, 1841, as before written. 

On the day following the arrival of this surprising news, Governor 
Gawler dispatcned Major O'Halloran with a doctor to attend the wounded 
whitemen, and a small body of mounted nolice, but recalled the force 
before they arrived at scene of strife. Thfs was the first party sent out. 

Second. Small party of volunteers under Lieutenant Field, R.N., 
badly armed, beaten back by the natives. 

Third. Large body of police and volunteers under Major O'Hal- 
loran arrived at Iluf us m time to save Langhome's party except four 
men killed, but no prisoners were taken, sheep recovered, or punishment 
inflicted. 

Fourth. A small well-armed party of police (with Dr. Moorhouse 
present as Protector of Aborigines) under Sub-Inspector Shaw, who met 
Bobinson's party with cattle and sheep at Rufus Junction and there 
encounterd the blacks, who in their bravery, and filled with contempt 
for the white man's previous exhibitions, placed themselves between 
two fires, and received ample punishment, as related in the previous 
chapter. 

Then comes the enquiry of the Bench of Magistrates under Gover- 
nor Grey's orders, whose report fully justified the action of I)r. Moor- 
house and the Inspector, and " respectfully soliciting the Governor to 
place an armed party in the vicinity of Langhome's Ferry on the Rufus, 
for the protection of overland parties.'' 
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There we have nothing advised but fire-arms and force, to goyem 
and manage poor ignorant natives. On this recommendation Governor 
Grey appointed Mr. Eyre as Stipendiary Magistrate, to reside at 
Moorundee with police support, the post being about 200 miles from the 
Kufus. As to this appointment I have no adverse remarks to make, and 
only desire to bring such an incomplete plan into contrast with the 
infinitely superior system inaugurated by Archdeacon Hale, and 
commenced in a great measure with his own private funds, and which 
has since attained a decided success, viz., the Aboriginal Mission at 
Poonindie, Port Lincoln, founded after the grievous murders committed 
in that district on different white settlers and their servants by the 
natives. 

I have great pleasure at this time in giving a few cheering particulars 
of the good work accomplished by this mission ; fuller details hereafter, 
to follow the narration of the third sad page in our history, where 
has to be recorded the hanging at different times of twelve natives, 
who after being tried in Adelaide at the Supreme Court were conveyed 
to their own districts, and suffered there the extreme penalty of the law 
in presence of their tribes. I may here mention that the Govern- 
ment after the Milemnura outbreak applied the same principle of 
overawing the natives as they did afterwards in the Kufus affair, having 
appointed a sort of deputy protector of the Lake tribes, who was ordered 
to reside at Wellington to keep those tribes in order with carbine, 
sword, &c., but no attempt was made by Government to instruct or form 
any establishment or home in which to train the wandering human 
beings in habits of industry and civilisation even, not to mention religious 
training. Of Corporal Mason, the Sub-Protector, it is admitted he 
fulfilled his limited duties to the best of his ability, his chief influence 
arising from the miserable dole at distant stated ftimes of blankets and 
rations, and here the duty of Government was allowed to end. It is a 
pleasure to me to record that in this portion of the colony also private 
Denevolence afterwards stepped in to establish an institution ana home 
for the dispossessed aboriginal tribes in the Point Macleay Mission, 
which, as far as its means extend, is effecting good work, placed as it is 
on very inferior and improfitable land. Strangers will naturally ask how 
is it that a Gt)vemment composed of professing Christian people has not 
appropriated and set apart suitable blocks of land of sufficient extent in 
the several districts for such establishments P Well, if such an appro- 
priation of what may be called their ovm land, say five per cent, of the 
whole, or even infinitely less, in blocks, and encouragement had also been 

ftven by the Government, many other such establishments as the two I 
ave mentioned might have been formed, and have become self-supporting 
as Poonindie has been for some time, as will be shown hereafter. 

I have enlarged upon this matter at the end of the history of the 
Buf us contest to lead to what I consider the Government should do in 
making a grant of land on the banks of Lake Victoria, or in that neigh- 
bourhood, for the benefit of the strong tribes in the district where such 
fatal conflicts have occurred. And to show its suitability I quote from 
Major O'Halloran's diary of his official visit to that part of our 
province : — 

"Lake Victoria is a noble expanse of water, with rich alluvial flats 
of considerable extent along its banks, and ^t lox d^tYC'j ^xa^^^fe^ ^a ^^aar 



Experiences of Colonial Life 179 



tore land, or agriculture^ about 260 miles from Adelaide. The lake 
appears to me to be about forty miles in circumference, and one-half of 
i^ at least, must be in the Province of South Australia ; the remainder 
belongs to New South Wales. Two or three special surveys mifht be 
Uken up with g^eat advantage, and a town formed in that vicimty and 
within our province. I know not the spot in the colony that I should 
His to locate on as in Lake Victoria.^ (There is the opinion of a gentle- 
mm who had early entered into farming and stockkeeping. This land at 
the present time and in the coimtry near has not been alienated.) 

Eyre, Dutton, Forster, and other writers of the history of South 
Auitralia have stated as follows, their opinions on the native race, i.e., 
after the first abortive and insuiHcient means had been adopted for their 
amelioration by the Colonial Governments imder instructions from 
Heme. 

I first quote from Mr. Dutton : — " The black inhabitant gradually 
dwindles away before the blighting effects of civilization, and another 
half century will most probably also see the end of the Australian 
aboriginal race." Eyre says : — '* It has already been stated that in all 
the colonies we have hitherto established upon the continent the abori- 
^es are ^dually decreasing in numbers, or have already disappeared 
in proportion to the time their country has been occupied by Europeans, 
We are almost, in spite of ourselves, forced to the conviction that the 
first appearance of the white man in any new country sounds the funeral 
knell of the children of the soil." 

In quoting from writers who record their opinions as to the hope- 
lessness pf attempting to ameliorate the condition of the natives, or to 
aave them from certain extinction, I do so to precede the publication of 
the very different and satisfactory results which I purpose to show have 
attended the two principal private establishments (as tney may be called) 
now at work in this colony, and so to set up unanswerable arguments 
with which to force claims on Government to continue and confirm the 
appropriation of the land now occupied at Poonindie and Point McLeay, 
and to obtain much larger and more equitable grants in other localities, 
which cannot be abrogated or interfered with, through or by uncompro- 
mising greedy white " subjects of His Majesty." To support this view 
of our duties I quote from a despatch of Lord Stanley to Sir Geo. Gipps 
in 1842 :— 

'^I cannot conclude this despatch without expressing my sense of 
the importance of the subject of it. My hope is tnat your experience 
may enable you to suggest some general plan by which we may acquit 
ourselves of the obligations which we owe towards this helpless race of 
beinffs. I should not without extreme reluctance admit that nothing 
could be done ; that with respect to them alone the doctrines of Chris- 
tianity must be inoperative, and the advantages of civilization incom- 
municable. I cannot acquiesce in the theory tnat they are incapable of 
improvement, and their extinction before the advance of the white 
settler is a necessity which it is impossible to control. I recommend 
them to your protection and favourable consideration with the greatest 
earnestness, but at the same time with perfect confidence ; and 1 assure 
you that I shall be willing and anxious to co-operate with you in any 
arrangement for their civilization which ina.y Yio\^ wxX ^ \^vt ^t^^^'^sX* ^ 
Bucceas,^ 
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Mr. Button speaks thus of the Goyernment post at Moorundee under 
Mr. Eyre : — 

'^ Mr. Eyre has certainly succeeded in an eminent degree in effecting 
the object contemplated, as the whole length of the River Murray, from 
the Great Northern Bend to the coast, is occupied at the present moment 
with sheep and cattle stations, and no single outrage of a fatal nfttuie 
has since the establishment of that post been conmiitted by the natives ', 
whilst at the same time a great moral control and influence has been 
obtained over the more distant and warlike tribes, who were either 

Seriodicallv visited in their own districts by Mr. Ejrre, or used to come 
own to Moorundee to receive the meagre distribution ^of flour and 
blankets now and then allowed them by the Government.'' 

As to any of the higher objects, which should have been aimed at 
through Government posts, Mr. Button wrote in 1846 : — 

'* Of the protectorate posts in New South Wales, after costing the 
large sum of £80,000 smce 1821 in keeping up a widely ramified 
establishment of protectors, that plan has, I oelieve, been abandoned in 
despair, as being productive of no good. Had that money been annually 
dropped into the sea outside the Sydney Heads the loss could not be 
more regretted than its resultless application in redeemuig the savages, 
and it would have saved both Sir George Gipps and Lord Stanley the 
trouble of writing the immensity of despatches they did ; and, although 
the experiments in South Australia have been made on a far more 
moderate scale, no better results can be shown with us than in the 
neighbouring colonies ; bnt the effects of our civilising influence is shown 
(as Mr. Eyre says) ' in their diminished numbers ;' nor is it in my rcol- 
lection that throughout the whole length and breadth of New Holland a 
single real and permanent convert to Christianity has yet been made 
amongst them." 

This as the result of the protectorate system! Forster in his later 
history says : — 

'^ The aborigines of New Holland are fast disappearing from the 
face of the earth. The occupation of the country has mjuriously affected 
them in many ways without conferring upon them any compensating 
advantages. It has broken up their tribal arrangements, by which the 
land was parcelled out into himting districts that could only be en- 
croached upon by strangers under such penalties as savages are wont to 
inflict on one another. Civilisation has in fact impressed its vices, with 
very few of its virtues, and tended to sink to a still lower depth the 
already degraded inhabitants of the soil. In saying that no advantages 
have been bestowed on the natives for the loss of their territory, I do not 
mean to imply that no attempts have been made to benefit them, or that 
they have been ruthlessly lett to perish by the Government and colonists 
without protection and without sympathy. It was a special instruction 
of the Home Government on the establishment of South Australia that 
they should be properly cared for ; and for that purpose a Chief Pro^ 
tector of Aborigines was appointed in Adelaide, and Sub-Protectors were 
sent into the coimtry districts." Yes ; and with such results as before 
set forth ! 

Then, under what responsibilities do the inhabitants now remain ? 
New pyatemB have been adopted, which are calling aloud as successful 
experiments for the support of oyory man tttA-^omwii w^atdio^to their 
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means and influence. It is almost past credence that at this time a mem- 
ber of Parliament, at the instance of one or more greedy constituents, 
should have moved in Parliament to deprive the trustees of thePoonindie 
institution of the occupation of the land on which a large number of 
citilised and Christianised natives are leading a respectable, useful, and 
happy life — families permanently residing in a model village, occupying 
neat cottages, and in all respects conducting themselves as well or better 
than any white conmiunity m the province. In this mission-township at 
this time the number of native or half-caste inhabitants is eighty-eight. 
There are forty-four children regularly attending the scho(3, who are 
clothed and fed. Medical attendance is' also provided gratuitously to all 
who require the same. No public grant of money has been received since 
1866, at which time there was a debt owing of over £800, since paid ; 
and under the management of the last appointed trustee, G. W. Hawkes, 
Esq., the mission has not only become self-supporting, but in addition to 
contributions from the coloured inhabitants to several charitable objects, 
grants from the profits of the farm and flocks have for some time been 
made annually to the Point McLeay Mission. When these papers reach 
the date at which the establishment at Poonindie was founded by Arch- 
Deacon Hale I propose to give a detailed history ; in the meantime I will 
add in this place a few pleasing facts which have recently occurred or are 
BOW taking place there. The natives when employed on the farm or 
station receive regular wages. The following amounts of money wages 
were paid to coloured labourers : — In the year 1876, £697 7s. lid. 5 1876, 
£641 13s. Id ; 1877, £720 6s. 8d. The men when not employed on the 
station take contract jobs of shearing sheep, grubbing, or any other rural 
work from settlers, sometimes in amounts of £60 and £70, and employ 
under them bush blacks from wild tribes. 

At this present shearing Mr. A. Tennant has engaged on contract 
shearers from Poonindie after they had flnished their home work ; one or 
two white men joined this second party, a pleasing feature. By Mr. Ten- 
nant they were sent up to his station on the Middle-back Bauges under 
contract, to shear, sort, and pack the wool of four thousand sheep, without 
superintendence, at 30s. a hundred with rations. This work was also done 
by black men last season from Poonindie, to the perfect satisfaction of the 
flockowner. 

Tom Adams, one of the men, is allowed to be unsurpassed as a shearer 
in that district ; and although the quantity shorn in a working day by 
blacks does not average that made by a white party, the work done by 
them is equal to or superior in quality. Tom Adams turns out in a day 
from eighty to ninety. The above particulars I acknowledge with thanks 
to have received from G. W. Hawkes, Esq., that firm friend of the native 
races as well as of all other benevolent institutions. 

I conclude this chapter with an appeal to all colonists to exert their 
influence to procure for the future ample appropriation of land on which 
to establish native missions where now required. 
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CHAPTER XXXIV. 



Abbival of Pbesbytebian Clebgymek and Boman Catholic 

Pbibsts. 

Ik earlier chapters it has been my pleasing task to record the arrival of 
the first ministers of religion of three denominations, viz., of the Church 
of England, of the Independents, and of the Wesleyan Methodists, and 
to speak of their imtiring exertions in the fulfilment of their missionary 
duties, and of them as examples as men of true Christian charity in 
their walk and conduct. 

Next in order I come to the arrival of the Rev. Ralph Drununond, 
the first minister of the United Presbyterian Church, who arrived in this 
colony in June, 1839, in the ship Sir Charles Forbes. After passing his 
studies under the celebrated Br. Lawson, of Selkirk, and at the Divinity 
Hall at Glasgow, he settled at Crail, in Fif eshire, where he was held in 
high esteem, as was testified by several members of his then congrega- 
tion, who afterwards became colonists of South Australia, W. W. 
Hughes, Esq., being one of that number. Mr. Drummond commenced 
the services of his church in a small chapel in Angas-street, still 
standing. 

In the performance of his first duties to the scattered members of 
his Church here he had to take many long and toilsome journeys on loot 
about the Finniss, Strathalbjrn, and Mount Barker Districts, in order to 
visit wide apart members of his flock and scattered settlers of other 
communions whom he desired to benefit spiritually. He continued to 
officiate as pastor of the Church he had opened in this colony till the 
year 1356, when he had toiled here seventeen years. In the year 1871 he 
completed the fiftieth year of his ministry. On the expiration of this term 
of his fixed official duties an address was presented to him by the Revs. 
J. Lyall and J. Davidson on behalf of the Presbytery, expressing most 
cordial congratulations on his having attained his jubilee as a minister 
of the Gospel, and regret that his then state of health would not admit of 
a public celebration on such an interesting occasion. Mr. Drummond 
expired at Mitcham on the 26th April, 1872, at the age of eighty years. 
He was interred at the WesMerrace Cemetery, when there was a large 
attendance, not confined to members of the Church over which he had 
so long presided, but embracing numerous friends of other denominations, 
to evince their esteem for him as a faithful and devoted Christian minister. 

"The first minister of the Established Presbyterian Church of 
Scotland who came to the colony to gather together a flock of members 
of his Church was the Rev. Root. Haining, who landed at Port Adelaide 
at the end of 1841 from the ship Orissa, of London. It is gratifying, 
as showing true Christian imion, to be able to give in the narrative of 
his work in the colony, that the opening services he held, on the first 
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Sunday after his arrival, were in Trinity Church, North-terrace. The 
Bey. 0. B. Howard, the Incumbent, in a spirit of Christian courtesy, 
gave the use of his Church on that occasion, offering no objection to the 
whole of the services being carried out according to Presbyterian form, 
but himself giving aid in leading the psalmody. I would here remark 
how much more in accordance with our Saviour's example and precepts 
it would be if such Christian liberality could be recorded as the rule of 
action, and not merely the pleasing exception, in the practice of those 
who profess to be Christ s disciples and followers. Then for two 
Sundays Mr. Haininff preached in the Congregational Church in 
Freeman-street, Mr. Stow taking advantage of this opportunity to pay 
missionaiy visits to several districts a day*s ride or more from Adelaide. 
Arrangements were at the same time being made by the Presbyterians 
of the old Eirk for hiring a small place of worship which liadbeen 
erected by the Wesleyan Methodists, and was afterwards sold to the 
Baptist body and used by them. It stood in Hindleynstreet, inamediately 
west of the site of the present Theatre. (In this small building the 
Rey. Mr. Playford subsequently for some time ministered to the members 
of the ** Methodist Baptists," so that it has been used as the first meeting- 
house of three distinct sects of Christians before it ceased to be applied 
to religious purposes, and has been only recently removed). Here Mr. 
Hainin^ gatnered his first congregation around him, and herein continued 
to officiate until a larger edifice was erected in Grenf ell-street in 1844, 
which in its turn was abandoned to secular purposes on the erection of 
the present church in Wakefield-street, known as St. Andrew's Church, 
of which he continued minister until the infirmities of advanced years 
induced him to retire from ministerial work. Besides regular morning 
and evening services in the city, Mr. Baining for some time took part in 
xnaintaining a Sunday afternoon service at Port Adelaide in the original 
wooden church, on the site where now stands St. Paul's Anglican Church, 
which was erected with the understanding that it should be available 
for divine service alike for the Anglican and Presbyterian forms of 
worship, an arrangement which was carried out in a most brotherly 
spirit by the Rev. (afterwards Dean) Farrell, and the Rev. Mr. Haining 
officiating alternately, each according to the form of his own Church, 
the congregations embracing with few exceptions the same individuals 
at either service. A pleasing instance this of Christian union." 

''An amusinff anecdote is told of one of Mr. Haining's visits to the 
Port Adelaide Church, and is worthy of Dean Ramsay's collection. Mr. 
Haining was glad to get some friend to accompany him on these visits, and 
on one occasion, having with him in the old nired gig Mr. Wotherspoon, 
W.S., then resident in Adelaide, on a hot summer's Sunday, the following 
incident occurred : — Mr. Haining was driving, and when ne came to the 
crossing of the Torrens at TheM.rton, where there was then no bridge, 
and the banks of the river were steep and worn into deep holes, he let 
one of the wheels jerk violently into a hole, and was pitched out. The 
accident was supposed to have occurred in consequence of Mr. Haining 
slackening the reins while he took a pinch of snun — he was an inveterate 
snuffer. He rolled down the dusty bank, and was nearly going into the 
shallow stream when his friend j umped out and stopped him. After brushing 
the dust from his clothes as well as they could tne journey was resumed. 
Ptesently Mr. Wotherspoon said in a solemn manner, " ^« R«.vQ^^%^'^\sv 
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-Bonj to see jouVe disob^ed one o' the injunctions o* Scripture the day." 
-*' Indeed," replied Mr. Haining, " and what is it ?** " Why d'ye no 
mind what Joseph said to his brethren — ' See that ye fall not out by tht 
way/" 

" Mr. Haining also held services at Dry Creek, Morphett Vale, Mount 
"Barker, Strathalbyn, etc., and in his journey in^s to these outlying places 
many indeed were his struggles and those of his poor horse BiEulger over 
the unmade and rough tracks of the primitive bush districts in all 
weathers. He would frequently hold services under the wide-spreading 
branches of giant gumtrees, many of his hearers arriving by families in 
l)ullock-drays. In the first years of his service in the colony he was 
assisted in his income by an allowance from the Foreign Mission Fund 
of his Church. Such were the labours of our first missionaries.** 

I have also great pleasure in devoting space in this chapter to give 
ihe history from the small beginnings to the successful establishment of 
the missionaries of the Roman Catholic Church in this province, greatly 
advanced after the beneficial appointment of Bishop Murphy. I am 
indebted to the present liberal and trul^ Christian head of that Church 
in South Australin — the Right Rev. Bishop Reynolds — ^for copious 
extracts from their records, as follows: — "Amengst the very first settlers 
in South Australia the number of Catholics was proportionally great. 
The spiritual wants of those who settled about Adelaide, Brighton, and 
Morphett Vale were attended to by Mr. Phillips, whose house served as 
an oratory, where as many as wished assembled each Sunday for prayer, 
reading, and for catechism." 

*^ Early in 1839 the Catholic inhabitants deputed Messrs Phillips, 
Johnson, and Counsell to make known the great need of a priest in their 
midst, and through them a petition was sent to Archbishop Folding (then 
"Vicar Apostolic of New Holland^, who sent his Vicar-General, the Very 
Rev. William Bernard Ullathome, D.B., to visit the little flock in Soutn 
Australia. He arrived in June, 1840. As soon as the Catholics heard 
of the arrival of a priest they mustered in goodly number, and many not 
of his Church were also glad to welcome him. The house on East- 
terrace was too small in which to open services. Dr. Ullathome applied 
to the then Manager of the South Australian Company, to allow him the 
temporary use of a schoolroom, which was used at times as a chapel. 
Although this room was vacant at the time, Dr. Ullathome's request was 
refused, and in a manner and language bigotted, rude, and uncalled for — 
in words taken from the Rev. Dr.'s report, "He would not aid me in my 
Popish practices." This unseemly conduct, as well as that exhibited by 
the representative of royalty, who forgot his duty on that occasion, was 
-represented by Dr. Ullathftme to the authorities in Downing-street. 
Many of the non-Catholics expressed their indignation at such narrow 
bigotry. Lord Glenelg (Colonial Secretary) some time before having 
heard of the need of a Catholic priest to be connected with the convict 
establishment in Sydney, had dispatched Dr. Ullathome as a Govern- 
ment Chaplain, to administer his sacred office, and to exercise his in- 
fluence on the banished population of Roman Catholics in bond or as 
expirees in the Province of New South Wales, which at the time of his 
appointment extended over the portion of New Holland which was 
afterwards assigned to South Australia. Bearing this in mind it will be 
allowed that the policy displayed by our Governor and the Manager of 
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the South Australian Company was open to Censure, and justified the 
representation Dr. UUathome felt called on to make to Her Majesty's- 
GoTemment." 

'^ Mr. Neal, who had at that time a large store in Waymouth-street,. 
placed it at the disposal of the Catholics, as Dr. UUathome says in his 
report : — •' A Tery large room was given us by a liberal Protestant gentie- 
man, where I erected a temporary altar, where Surrounded by crockery, 
hardware, and miscellaneous articles, I preached my first public sermon, 
in the capital of South Australia.'' He also says : — " I had previoasly 
met a few of my people in a cottage on East-terrace, where also I offered 
the sacrifice of the Mass for the first time." 

'' After oiganising the Catholics to collect the means to erect a place 
of worsMp and to pay the passage of a priest, whom he promised to pro- 
cure for South Australia, Dr. Ullathome returned to Sydney per ship 
Indus on July the 10th, 1840. The Rev. Mr. Benson was duly appointed 
by the Vicar Aj^ostolic, and left Sydney by the brig Dorset February 14, 
1841, for his mission in South Australia. * He was a quiet, delicate gen- 
tleman, and scarcely ever left the city. He hired a wooden building 
which stood near the comer of Topham and Waymouth-streets, and 
lived in a small slab hut in rear of his temporary chapel. The building 
will be remembered by old colonists as having previously served for a 
time as a Police Court. Father Benson's hesJth completely gave way 
during the heat of January, 1843. He retumed to Sydney in the follow- 
ing April, and afterwards left for England, and died at Wolverhampton 
in 1868 at the ripe Bee of 73." 

" In 1842 Pope Gregory XVI. raised Sydney to an Archiepiecopal See, 
and gave to the first Archbishop, the late Venerable John Bede Folding, 
O.S.B., Hobart Town, Perth, and Adelaide, as suffragan sees. The 
choice of the Pontiff compelled Dr. Murphy, Vicar-General of the Arch- 
bishop, to become first Bishop of Adelaide. The Bev. Edmund 
O'Manony was aent pro tern, to Adelaide by the Metropolitan, to prepare 
for the coming of the Bishop. Father O'Mahony was rural Dean at 
East Maitland. He was a most amiable gentleman, and, notwithstanding 
his delicate constitution, was most energetic and laborious. He visited 
every district where he heard of any or his flock residing. He had for 
some time to work alone, as Father Benson had left via Sydney for New 
Zealand, and was single-handed until November 9, 1844, when the Right 
Rev. Francis Murphy, D.D., first Roman Catholic Bishop of Adelaide, 
arrived per ship Mary White, accompanied by Father Michael Ryan, 
whom the Bishop subsequently appointed as his Vicar-General. The 
good Bishop and his two priests found that the ^^ harvest was indeed 
great, and tne laborers very few," yet he was not discouraged, but set 
about the work at once, although he accepted the highly onerous office 
with (Treat reluctance, knowing the uphill work he would have to en- 
counter. He hired a building from a Mr. Walshe, in Pirie-street, known 
as the Brewery, and this served as his pro-cathedral until the opening of 
St. Patrick's Schoolhouse at West-terrace. The Episcopal residence — 
or, as thev were accustomed to call it, the Brick Cottage (^e Pdace) — 
was in Wiakefield-street, and became in after years the Dublin Arms. 
Incongruous changes ! Bishop Murphy took on himself the sole charge 
of ^e city, and dispatched Fathers O'Mahony and Ryan, to ^%\kc^ ^sc^ss- 
tricts. They visited Catholic familiea a\iou\, \)Saft ^^i^tX., SJafe"VS\sN?| 
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Light, and Armagh yillage, or, as it was then called the Hutt Biyer 
Special Surrey." 

'^ The spreading gum trees on the Gilbert, and the late Patrick Butler's 
ham, servea those good missionaries as churches. Distant shepherds* 
huts were also visited, and the consolations of their religion brought to 
many bush homes. On o le of their return trips to Adelaide they were 
'^ bushed/' having lost their way somewhere about the head of the 
Wakefield. The night turned out wet and cold. Father "Ryan, who 
had a robust constitution, did not suffer from any ill effects of that 
miserable night, but poor Father 0'Mahony*s weaker constitution waa 
not able to sustain the strain put upon it, and here he caught a severe 
cold which brought on a rapid consumption. He left Adelaide for his 
deanery at East Maitland towards the year 1845. Before he left he 
made a census of the Catholics in South A ustralia, who then nimibered 
only 1,273, the entire population being at that time but 19,317. On his 
return to New South Wales his people saw with grief the sad change in 
his health, and were somewhat prepared for his death, which occurred a 
few months afterwards. His mild urbanity and charity, together with 
his unflagging exertions, won from all the highest esteem and veneration. 
When he left Adelaide, people of all denominations assembled to bid 
him farewell. As a preacher he was mild and persuasive, though by no 
means an eloquent man. His preaching had that sweet simplicity and 
earnestness about it which always ^made its way to the hearts of his 
hearers, and was calculated to make a lasting impression. In private 
life he was cheerful and agreeable, an ardent friend, and his hand and 
heart were ever open to assist the indigent wherever met with. On 
Sunday, the 20th of April, he burst a blood vessel. Spiritual and medical 
assistance were promptly rendered. A second rupture took place on the 
evening of. the 24th, which terminated his useful and holy life. He was 
buried outside his church by the Archbishop of Sydney, and a handsome 
marble monument was erected by the Protestant and Catholic people of 
Maitland, which marks his last resting-place.'* 

" The first church erected in South Australia by the Catholics was St. 
Mary's, Morphett Vale, on a site given by the late Mr. A. Anderson. 
This was solemnly dedicated by Bishop Murphy on the 8th of December, 
1844. St. Patrick's, West-terrace, was originally intended as a school, 
and first served the double purpose of school and pro-Cathedral. The 
first stone of the building was laid on the 12th December, the same 
year." 

** It will be necessary to continue the history of the progress of the 
Boman Catholic Church in the colony to avoid a loss of interest in the 
recital, as the struggles encountered extended into the term of Colonel 
Bobe's Government. Father Byan was deputed by Bishop Murphy to 
make a visitation of the Tatiara district, and left the central station 
about November, 1845. About the same time Father Jas. Watkins, on 
his passage to Adelaide was wrecked on that fatal beach to the east of 
the sea-mouth of the Biver Murray, in the brig Mariner. The whole of 
the passengers and crew reached the sand dimes without loss of Ufe, and 
were ^ soon visited by a large number of natives, whose anxie^ to 
exercise their wrecking propensities led them to cUsplay such manners as 
to excite in the unfortunate shipwieckfed yeo^le great dread and fear for 
their personal safety. The brig waa earned n\^ bjel^ ^t^ , wA ^^^^\«1 
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of masts, so that much of the passenprers* luggage and cargo was soon 
scattered along the sandhills. Communication was forwarded to 
Adelaide of the wreck and the doubtful position of the people. The 
following particulars I obtained from Messrs. Tolmer and Aifoid : — 

Inspector Tolmer was aroused one night in November, 1845, after 
he had retired to his bed. On getting up he found Mr. Levi, who 
informed him that a wreck had occurred on the south coast towards 
Muria Greek, near the same spot where the unfortunate passen^rs of 
the Maria met their cruel fate at the hands of the ferocious natives, as 
recorded in this history. Mr. Levi further said the information he had 
received was to the enect that the natives were using threatening signs 
and language towards tiie wrecked people, who considered their lives in 
danger. 

The Lispector, without a moment's delay, called up Sergeant-Major 
Alf ord and oesired him to select two troopers, and with them to start at 
once to the rescue of the wrecked people, offering his own celebrated 
horse Buckrfoot to Mr. A., and leaving nim to choose two of the best 
horses in the police stable for the two troopers, such as could be depended 
on for a gallop of a little short of one hundred miles to the spot where 
the wreck was said to have happened. The horse Bucksfoot was pur- 
chased from Mr. Hawden, being one of those sterling horses which wo 
received from Sydney in those days. This little norse carried Mr. 
Hawden on his first trip with cattle from New South Wales down the 
Biver Murray. 

Sergeant-Major Alford, with Sergeant Lamb and Private McLean, 
left the barrack-yard about midnight. A short stay was made at Wil- 
lunga to bait. The crossing of the Goolwa channel was effected at 
Hindmarsh Island, and then from the south-east end of it they crossed 
the Coorong, landing on the neck of land between that channel and the 
sea. They now continued at full speed along the sandy beach until they 
came to tne wreck, a mere dismasted hull, which had been carried up so 
that they were able at low water to ride round it. No people, blacks or 
whites, were in sight. The beach and sandhills were strewed with 
cargo. Numerous footprints of natives were seen and followed over the 
sandhills, until they arrived at an encampment on the bank of the Coorong 
formed of spread sails, around which a great number of natives were 
seen, who on perceiving the quick approach of the three horsemen, and 
recognising them as police, immediately scattered, some of them dropping 
plimder from the wreck. On their disappearance the wrecked people 
showed themselves. The first person who spoke to the arriving party 
was Father Watkins, who in his joy at their opportune visit dropped on 
his knees and said, " Thank God we are saved.'* Then the Captain pre- 
sented himself to the police, saying, " You have found me hard at work 
making a punt to get the passengers across the Coorong, as we wero 
frightened the blacks intended mischief. I have only one gun with a 
broken lock, and they have used threatening signs and language to induce 
us to abandon cargo,' &c., to their undisturbad plunder.'' 

The rescuing party arrived soon after 4 ox^lock p.m., accomplishing 
the distance, including stoppages to wind the horses, in about aiz.t»AtL 
hounL over a rough country ana many miWa o1 «tKii^. 

The jiAssengers— men, women, and cbildxen — eoviSAx^^^'s^^^^^'^ '^'» 
ampx abedding tears. 
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The Sergeant-Major informed them that he had been dispatched by 
the Groyemment to render them every aasistance, and to carry that out 
he would in the morning take one man with him, leaving the other 
trooper as their guard, and make his way to Encounter Bay, and 
dispatch boats to remove them and their luggage down the Coorong, 
from whence they would be conveyed to AdelaMe. 

The blacks did not after tlus show themselves in any number. 
They had not forgotten the punishment which had been inflicted on 
them by Major O'Halloran for the murders which had been committed a 
few years before. The Sergeant-Major, on arriving at Encounter Bay, 
dispatched boats and necessaries, and then made a hasty ride to the city 
and reported at head-quarters what he had accomplished. He was then 
orderea to return to the wreck and superintend the removal of passengers 
and luggage to Adelaide. The wrecked people were quite aware of the 
horrid fate of those unfortunates from the wreck of the Maria who fell 
into the hands of the murdering natives of this district. The captain 
had very nearly completed his punt when the delivering party arrived. 

Al)out the same time that Father Watkins was cast on our shores 
by the wreck of the Mariner, Father B.yan left the central station in 
Adelaide on a visitation to the scattered flock of Koman Catholics in the 
Tatiara district, and had a very dangerous encounter with the natives in the 
Maria Creek country, but was not injured. I purpose in a future series 
to continue the history of that eminent Christian, the late Bishop 
Murphy. I had the privilege of many pleasing and instructive inter- 
views with him. Qn all sudi prized occasions I was deeply impressed 
by his unreserved and truly Catnolic and Christian utterances to me, an 
Anglican Churchman. 
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CHAPTER XXXV. 



Cattlb Stbalebs— Mubdeb of onb of thb&T; Gofton, by his 

MATE; Josh Staqq. 

I KOW return to narrate a continuation of the painf nl experiences of our 
early days connected with our contact with the convict element from the 
older colonies. 

Next in order came the cattle stealers of the Black Forest. 

The settlers had for some time felt the loss of cattle, of which no 
traces could be found. Many complaints reaching the Government, two 
officers were ordered on this snecial duty. Sergeant-Major Alford and 
another officer (as an occasional help) were instructed to go out disguised 
as bushmen and scour the country. After searching the gullies to some 
distance north of Adelaide and south as far as the Sturt River, Sergeant- 
Major Alford by himself made a cast of the plains around Adelaide. In 
passing Ashf ord he saw the late Dr. Everard, and on asking him if he 
flad seen any suspicious-looking people at any time passing with cattle, 
the doctor repliea that he had seen cattle driven down the Forest track, 
and pointed to it. On this Mr. Alford proceeded in that direction. It 
may nere be mentioned for the information of the greater part of those 
who may read these articles that on the opposite side of the road on the 
Ashford estate are still a number of trees, formerly part of the Black 
Forest, which, with the exception of this patch, has vanished, and they 
are now the only remains of that ancient and dense wood which extended 
from South-terrace towards Holdfast Bay, in many places having a thick 
undergrowth of scrub ; at the time of which I am writing not at all 
encroached on with clearinge. The time the question was put to Dr. E. 
was late on a Saturday afternoon. Although tne Sergeant-Major had not 
received any leading information from the doctor, he thought it well to 
make a search, intending, if he found any traces of cattle slaughtering 
going on, to return early in the morning, when the cattle stealers might 
be at work, and when, with a sufficient force, the whole of them might 
be caught. He proceeded down a slight track, and after going about a 
mile and a half came to a fallen tree across the track, of which he took 
particular notice, and here he made a turn to the north, intending to make 
a circular course. After creeping through the thick bush for a mile or 
so he heard a doe bark, and then took a direction towards the sound, and 
soon saw through the thick bush and trees a stockyard and cattle, and 
men. 

He then immediately turned away to avoid being seen from tk^ 
yard, and kept on at a good pace. On clewVrv^ ^iJ!;ie> \x^^^ V<5k ^«t5ife\^^^ 
that he was followed and watched "by a m«LTv ow \iat^^«^. ^MO«^>aN. 
appearing to notice him, Alford kept dodj^iivg b^owX. «& '"A V^ ^^^««^ ^ 
cattle, and when he saw the coaat cleat ael oft «^. Ivi^ «^^^ ^^ ^^ 
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barracks, where he reported himself to Inspector Tolmer, and proposed to 
go again with one man to lie in wait till daylight, when the suspected 
persons might be seen at work, and if it was cattle slaughtering gomg on 
then to return and obtain a sufficient force to surround the place and 
capture the lot in the commission of their crime. Having procured a 
fresh horse he started from the barracks late at night accompanied by 

Sergeant N . They crept down the trodden path and passed the 

fallen tree, continuing on the track, but not intending to approach too 
near the yard. The Sergeant-Major's horse neighed, which was answered 
by another horse close at hand tied to a tree. It was a starlitrht night, 
and on looking about they perceived a pair of bullocks in yoke also fastened 
to a tree, and near them a dray, with casks and a bag of salt in it, 
a short distance ahead. They now saw three or four men in a yard, who 
appeared to be busy at work — they could hear the noise of steeling the 
knives. They had unintentionally approached too near to hope to retire 
without giving an alarm, and then the. game would be lost. Mr. Alford 
decided Uitre was nothing for it but to make a rush in order to effect a 
capture. He therefore whispered to his comrade that he would quietly 
dismount and creep to the fence, and on his rushing over, his mate was 
to gallop round to the opposite side. Accordingly he made the rush, 
calling out, '^ Men, surround the yard ; shoot down any escaping. Sur- 
render yourselves prisoners or you are dead men !" He caught one 
before he could clear the stockyard fence, and told him he would blow 
his brains out if he did not quieuy surrender. Not expecting to find the 
work begun till early morning, they had only gone out as scouts, and had 
each one small pistol. Alford's man surrendered quietly before the yard 
could be surrounded by one man, as the Irish soldier did his prisoners. 
When Alford made his capture the other three cattle-stealers had cleared 
the fence and bolted. Sergeant N— followed one, whom he singled 
out as Dick Fenton, but the timber, standing and fallen, gave a chance to 
the fugitive, who after being chased some distance was lost sight of. 

Our Seargeant-Major now went to work single-handed with his 
prisoner, who was the owner of the bullocks and dray, and promised him 
if he continued to behave well and give him information he should 
have favour shown him, he first asked, *^ How many beasts have been 
killed this time?" The answer was, "Four ; three cut up, lying on the 
tarpaulins — one not finished dressing." *' Have the brands been cut off 
the skins ?" " No." ^^ Then roU them up and pass them through the 
fence." This done, he was ordered out <9f the yard. But Alford seeing 
some bottles standing at the fence asked what was in them. Answer — 
^' Grog ; please let me have a drain." The answer given to that request 
was the smashing of the bottles. As a matter of course the loaded 
pistol was in hand, cocked, and ready for use. The prisoner was now 
conducted to the dray, and ordered to remove the empty casks and the 
bag of salt from the dray, and to place the skins therein, also a coat 
found on the fence, and to put the bullocks to the pole of the dray. The 
horse belonging to one of the firm was then tied behind the dray, all 
ready for the atari to the barracks. It would appear that the employ- 
ment on Sunday would have been to a«\t lilbft \»%1 lot ^ %\iYwwxv^ order. 
The Sergeant-Major having mounted, oideied «k «^«t\., ^SioaSg ^gosa^Tsi^ 
the prisoner, who was driying tihe \>\)]locka-, \i%,\ioiif«^«t,\i«k^«b\^^ 
^^ore the fareat was cleaied, by endea^o\3cra% V^ ^^a» "^^"^^ ^ ^^nssB% 



Experiences of Colonial Life. 191 



track leading gouth, whicli was no sooner discovered than the pistol was 
at his ear, with orders to turn. On the party nearing Dr. Everard's 
residence, Seargeant N— was met on his return as it appeared 
escorting two men on f oot, who at first seemed to be prisoners. Matters 
were however soon explained ; they had been called up to assist the 
sergeant, and were now with him to look out for his brother officer. 
They were old McLean and tne of his sons. They were thanked and 
dismissed, and the party arrived safely at the barracks. But their duty 
was not completed. Losins no time, before daylight they visited a grog 
slmnty on South-terrace, "^s^ch they had been told was the resort of 
Gofton, whom they knew to be one of the three who had escaped from 
tiie jfard. Arrivea at the place, one went at the front and the other 
behind the hut. On a summons being given to open the door, the wife 
of Brodrip, the proprietor, answered, and declined to give admission. 
After being told that they were policemen, and asked where her husband 
was, she said at Thebarton, where he had gone to a party. She still 
refusing to open the front door, it was burst open. 

On a light being produced, Gofton, the man they were seeking, was 
found Iving on a couch in the taproom. On being called to sit up, he 
was asKod what he had been at. He said he had been having a spree. 
" Yes," said the Sergeant-Major, " I see you have ; your moleskins are 
bloody, so are your shirt-sleeves, and you are vdthout your coat ; so get 
up, you are my prisoner ; hold out your hands." The snaps of the hand- 
cuffs soon sounded. It should be here mentioned that a coat well known 
to the police as Gofton's, of a peculiar check, was the one found hanging 
on the stockyard fence, and was brought away with the skins. Gofton 
was> also taken to the barracks, and thus two out of the four were secured. 
Dick Fenton was immediately sought after, but he escaped on board 
ship, assisted, it was said, by an Adelaide publican. As to the fourth 
man suspected, viz., Stagg, neither of the officers were able to swear to 
him, and so he was not had up on this charge. Dick Fenton had come 
overland with Mr. Huon, from whom I had purchased two mobs of 
cattle, as I have previously explained. Though of the prison class, he 
was a trusted servant of Mr. Huon, and had been placed by him in 
charge of a preliminary section on the Torrens which I had sold to his 
employer, and towards which he had run when escaping from, the 
sergeant. This man was with the party vdth stockkeeper Hart, whose 
history I have given in a previous chapter. Of course Fenton knew my 
cattle well, some of which then ran about the Sturt, that is, such as were 
brought in for sale to the butchers. I had from time to time been losing 
cattle, which at the time I supposed had strayed, but of which no trace 
had ever been found, as the skins were as a rule destroyed as the cattle 
were slaughtered by such parties. As Stagg could not be brought up on 
the cattle-stealing charge, there was an enquiry set on foot as to a horse 
which was often seen in his possession and which he was in the habit of 
riding. Our Sergeant-Major, pushing his enquiries, found that the South 
Australian Company had some time previous to this lost a horse some- 
what answering to the description oi this oive, TwViVOa. V^^ ^^ft»:^^^ \ssv- 
mediately on heing landed. On this AAioi^ «^^\\ei^ Iw ^ ^««^«cX. *^ 
arrest Stagg, and waited upon him at aiQ\x\iV\(>Vio\xafeY«^\»>s^ ^\^^^S!%r^ 
Begt (who had joined us from Tasmamai, \v\iw^ ^\a^ ^^Vs^^^«^ ^ 
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Our officer found Stagg at home, and other company of the same 
class in the house. After conrersation on various subjectSj Mr. Alford 
said, "Oh, Stagg, our Inspector, Mr. Tolmer, wishes you to call on him — 
you may as weU walk down with me.'' This message not suiting Mr. 
Stagg, he declined (smelling a rat), and ordered the landlord to bring 
round his horse. On the landlord doing this, our officer declared the 
horse to be a stolen one, and charged Best to take him back to the 
stable and hold him for the Goyernment. Addressing Stagg, he said,. 
'' You are my prisoner on the charge of horse-stealing ; and now you 
must go." On this Stagg drew from his pocket with his right hand a 
pistol, and also one with his left hand, but before he could cock either of 
them, as he turned partly round to leave the house, Mr. Alford sprang 
on hia back with his arms round his neck, and after a struggle both came 
to the ground, and the pistols dropped from Stagg's grasp. The struggle, 
up and down, lasted for some time. Stagg was much the stronger and 
heavier man, but he failed to shake off his capturer, who himg on like 
grim death until assistance came, for the spectators, at the commence- 
ment of the fray, rendered no help to the officer. On the arrival of 
additional policemen Stagg was escorted to the barracks of the horse 
police, where the horse was also taken. The horse was claimed by the 
Manager of the Company, and Stagg was brought before the Police Court 
on the charge of stealing it. As there was some doubt about the 
identity of the animal, Stagg was released on bail after being committed 
for trial to the Supreme Coiurt. I felt it necessary to give all the previous 
particulars before narrating the murder of Qof ton. It is well to mention 
that more than one of our original butchers were in the habit of buying 
part of their beef from the cattle-stealers. Those men are not now in 
business here. The bulk of the beef had been salted and sold to the 
ships. 

Not long after Stagg got out on bail, and before Qofton could be 
brought to trial on the charge of cattle-stealing, the latter managed ta 
escape from custody by jumping over the fence around the temporary 
gaol (made of palings), the guards placed at the comers of the yard with 
loaded carbines failing to fire at him. 

A fast horse, which I may mention I had some time before sold to a 
man who was afterwards belieVed to be one of the gang, was tied to a 
tree between this temporary gaol and the river bank, and was moimted 
by Gofton, who thus managed to escape. The country was scoured day 
after day, and Gofton's haunts visited, from which he continued to move 
imtil he was traced to the neighbourhood of the North Arm. A consi- 
derable number of the mounted police under Inspector Tolmer were out 
patrolling between Port Gawler and the Dry Creek Junction, and about 
the North Arm of the Port. A black tracker was also with the party. 
Stagg, on the same horse on which Grafton had escaped, had been seen on 
several occasions riding between Hindmarsh and the Dry Creek before 
the police had been placed on patrol as I have mentioned, and then had 
to cease his visits in taking supplies of food to his partner in crime ; thus 
Gofton was left to starve. After being brought to a great strait he 
ventured out, and visited a small dairy statioTi to^wwcda the hills belong- 
ingto Mrs, Rohertson, at whicbi he appWeSiioT a. ^VrJiL ol \x3S[kwi\ wsma 
bread, and bad a quart handed to him, -which \v^ tooV o?l ^\. wi^ ^^««v^ 
^d tendered to the woman a sovereign in i^ojmenV.. Th^ ^omasi -^^ 
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much surprised at his actions, and information soon reached the police, 
when Inspector Tohner, with the black tracker and Sergeant-Major 
Alford in close attendance, with the bulk of the police also following, 
were led by the black guide to a saltwater creek connected with the 
North Arm, to which the black had worked tiie tracks. He led towards 
the main or Port Creek. Inspector Tolmer with the Sergeant-Major 
were on one side of a back water creek, the tracker was on the other and 
somewhat ahead, as the two officers had lost ground in gaining the oppe- 
site side. After a time they observed their skilful assistant beckoning 
to them rather frantically, on which they hastened along, and on getting 
opposite the black to their horror he raised a dead body so as to exhibit 
the shoulders and bloody head. The officers waded up to their waists 
through the muddy creek, and found the body to be that of Gof ton, who 
had been shot through the head, the ball entering below the jaw and 

Sassing out of the back of the skull. After he was killed he had been 
ragged by the tails of his overcoat until it had been stripped from the 
body by the sleeves turning inside out ; the coat had been thrown into the 
creek, and the body rolled over the bank to the mangroves. In the 
pocket of the coat a newspaper was found in which was an account of 
the charge laid against Stagg for horse-stealing. This paper was secured 
by the Inspector. A piece had been torn from it. On the person of the 
murdered man was found some money and a strip of a silk pocket hand- 
kerchief — trifles as they ndght be considered by a non-professional, but 
which with other clues proved sufficient to convict Stagg of the murder of 
his partner. Mr. Inspector Tolmer on his return to town detached 
Constable Lomas with a warrant to arrest Stagg, who was accordingly 
taken. 

The body of Gofton was removed to town and an inquest held, at 
which Stagg was produced and as usual cautioned. The evidence given 
was deemed sufficient to commit Stagg as guilty of the murder. Gofton 
had for some days lived in a wuney, which was discovered about a 

Suarter of a mile from where the body was found. He had been placed 
iiere by Stagg, who had frequently visited him with supplies, and from 
thence he hoped to escape by being taken off to a departing ship by a 
boat. Money it was aBcertained had been collected by Stagg from some 
•f the persons who purchased beef from the cattle-stealing gang, to be 
used for his passage and for the expenses of getting him off ; and it was 
supposed when the chances of success vanished his confederates thought 
it safer to put him out of the way lest he should split on them, as they 
say, and they coul d stick to the money, of which iiif ormation was after- 
wards gained that there was a good amount, but this never appeared in 
evidence. 

The next chapter will contain an account of the trial and execution 
of Stagg, ^which took place on November 18, 1840) with further matter 
in connection with him ; also the extraordinary career of trooper Lomas, 
and the romance which was got up about the murder of the man Gofton. 
The action of Stagg in taking the life of his friend forms one of the most 
humiliating pictures of human nature, showing to what depths of 
iniquity a career of vice may lead, and how one crime leads oo. Ici yqa\a. 
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CHAPTER XXXVI. 



Tbial and Execution of Josh Staog ; also, long aftebwabds the 
Accusation of Lomas of hdcsblf as the Muedebeb. 

Having in a preyious chapter brought the history of the first gang of 
cattle-stealers to the death of Gofton, by the hand of his partner Sta^g, 
before I proceed to give an account of the trial and execution of the 
latter, I will relate so niu(^ of his preyious career as came to my 
knowledge at the time. He was known to haye been transported to 
Tasmania, according to his own account, for [sheep-stealing. A large 
proportion of the ex-prisoners in giying an early account of themselyes 
claimed either to haye been transj^orted for poaching or sheep-stealing, 
crimes which they seemed to consider quite yenial ; and this brings to 
my remembrance an incident which I met with on my way to London 
to embark for this colony, which preyed that so long as sneep-stealing 
was punished with transportation, it was sometimes adopted as a means 
to get'a free passage to Australia. 

On the occasion I haye alluded to I called on a friend — a gentleman- 
farmer in Bedfordshire — ^to bid him farewell, when he surprised me by 
saying, '< Well, you must be going to a wonderful fine countiy ; for a man 
of this parish, who some time ago returned from New South Wales as 
an expiree, and who brought some money with him, haying spent his 
money, got tired of working at English wages, and so took it into his 
head to steal a sheep, and was conyicted ; out the Goyemment did not 
indulge him with a second free passage, but sent him to a domestic penal 
establishment for the term of his sentence/' 

I giye this as one of seyeral instances I met with before I left the 
old coimtry of indiyiduals committing crimes to obtain transportation, 
and now proceed with the history and the end of Stagg. I knew him 
as a stockkeeper, fre<j^uently remaining in my neighlK>urhood, and as 
doing good work for his employers. He then appeared to me as a quiet 
and ciyil man, and a fine specimen of a rough, open-hearted Englishman 
of a Saxon type, ready to oblige anybody. I haye to thank Mr. Alford 
for many of tne following particu£urs. The report of Stagg's trial, as 
giyen in the [Register paper, is very brief, but of that I also take 
advantage. 

I have mentioned that Private Lomas was dispatched to anest 
Stagg, which he succeeded in doing. At the inquest which was held on 
the body, Stagg was present, and the evidence produced was deem)»d 
sufficient to commit the prisoner to take his trial at the criminal nttings 
of the Supreme Court, as previously related. Inspector Tolmer, wiw 
Sen;eant-Major Alford and a sufficient number or police, as given in 
evidence, were stationed at Port Gawler. After some days expended in 
beating about tbe country, he ^scoveied m i^<d liv^giD^ycyxd^QQ^ <A Vixt 
Oawler a hone'track, and also ioot-ttacka ol «^ m«ai, oiql l^Qi^ra^^\a<d^ 
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be diseoTered a wurley in the miderfc of a clump of mangroTes. Imme- 
difi^Iy behind the leafy hut was a swamp, and at a short distance in 
front, over the mangroTes, the Gulf was to be seen. There was a fire 
not quite out, but the bird had flown ; footprints were about the wurley, 
evidently of three persons, one from boots or shoes making nail marks ; 
anather without nail marks; there was also a smsiller footmark, 
not larger than a woman's. Three of the police were left 
•at the wurley. On the following day, Sunday, the Inspector 
continued the search in the neighbourhood of the Little Para, 
and with the aid of two black tracKers, followed footmarks on which 
th^ continued until dusk ; the same footmarks had been seen about a 
native well. Early on Monday morning the trail was followed, the 
blacks being in advance of the officers and a small party, when the 
tracker was seen to be beckooing in an excited manner. To reach them 
the Inspector and Sergeant-Major had to wade throngh a salt-water 
creek, and on reaching the spot saw a body, and found it to be Gof ton^s. 
He had been shot. The following further particulars came out at the 
trial of Stagg. The ball had entered near his ear and passed out at the 
back of his skull. He was found with his arms extended. On his person 
was found a bag containing twelve sovereigns and three half-sovereigns. 
In the neighbourhood of the body were footmarks of two persons — one 
dofton's, and one of a man who in walking turned his toes out in an 
xmutfnal manner. The body had the appearance of having been dead 
abcnit twentv-f our hours. The turned- out footprints were found to cor- 
t^gpGodi with boots afterwards found in Stagg s house. The Inspector 
slttted he had observed that Stagg in walking turned out his feet, as in 
tl^ marks left by the man who had been with Gofton at the time of his 
ddath, and that about one hundred and fifty yards from the body such 
taraeks led to a tree nearer the wurley where a horse had been tied, and 
"Where the rid^ had previously dismounted. 

Sergeant Dean was subsequently sent out from tovm VTith the boots 
found in Stagg's house, and compared them with the footprints, which 
flhbwdd the peculiar manner of walking of the wearer as a splay-footed 
nam, and as treadings on one side of each foot, as in the footprints in the 
soft ground. He also compared the boots with the marks seen near the 
wtdiey, and found there also an exact correspondence. He also identified 
aetaAp*— part of a pockethandkerchief — ^found near the body, and which 
had been torn from a handkerchief which was found tied on a baff left 
by Stagg at the house of Peter Rhodes, at Hindmarsh. Peter Rhodes 
at the tnal stated that Stagg came to his house on the Saturday before 
the body <^ Gofton was found, and took some bottles of water. He 
had a gun with him, and asked for a razor. He left and rode from the 
house towards Port Gawler. He was riding a horse belonging to Tom 
Oakley (tiie horse on which Gofton rode when he escaped from gaol). 
He was at his house again the next day (Sunday). He told him he had 
left two guns, and would call for them in a day or two. George Henry, 
si^rvant to the previous witness, saw Stagg on Saturday. The next day 
he left a bag, in which he said there were two guns, which was after- 
wards given tp the police. Inspector Litchfield said the bag with the 
guns was brought to the Police-Station on the 31st. One end of th<% \»^ 
was tied with a handkerchief; the etber ew^ ^Kfc^VvJ^Jft. ^«:^ ^\ ^V^s^ 
"keicbieL The barrels were diBinouxitediiwn. Wi<a «\joOfis^, ^^ ^-xsccssssft^ 
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them, and found one loaded and the other had been diachaiged. E. 
Strike, gunsmith, said he knew Gofton and Stagg. Thej wore oftem 
together. He was shown the guns found in the tMg, One belonged to 
Stagg ; the other had been Dick Fenton's. T. Oakley said he lent Stagg 
a horse on the Saturday before the body was found, which he retomel 
on Sunday. Further evidence showed that on the charge in the loaded 
barrel being withdraym two bullets were found wrapped in a piece of a 
newspaper, which was proved to have been torn from a Register of the 
same date as the paper found in Gofton's pocket, from which a part had 
been torn. Thomas Bray, bootmaker, identified the boots said to have 
been worn by Stagg on the Sunday as the pair he wore on the Monday 
morning after the body was found^ and at which time Stagg bought from 
him a new pair of boots. 

Witnesses were called for the defence, endeavounng to prove aa 
alibi, but failed. The jury having retired for a short time, returned and 
gave a verdict of guilty. Judge Cooper was much affected in passing 
sentence of death, this being the first occasion on which he had penormed 
that painful duty. Stags was hung at the new gaol, being the first 
criminal who was executed and buried there. He met his death with 
quiet firmness, but made no confession. 

I have given all the material evidence which was produced at the 
trial, as necessary to precede what I have to relate of Lomas's trumped* 
up romance which he some yeara afterwards produced against himself as 
the murderer, whi:h I propose to give in this chapter, although the narra- 
tive relates to what took place many years after Stagg had been executed 
for the crime. At the time the sentence was carried out on Stagg, many 
persons thought there were great reasons to doubt the justice of uie sen- 
tence, and even the editorial remarks supported such opinions. I had an 
interview with Stagg after sentence was passed on him, and before he 
was locked up, which then caused me some uneasiness ; but a number ol 
circumstances which have since come to my knowledge have removed 
from my mind any doubts on the subject. One suggestion I heajrd was 
that Gofton took his ovm life. Now the gun which had been fired was 
Stagg's, and the one which Gofton may have had with him was brought 
in by Stagg, and was the one in which the bullets were found, wrapped 
in a piece of newspaper as stated. If, as had been susrgested, Stagg had 
found his friend dead by his own hand, he would hardly have been so 
foolhardy as to have taken away the gun. As to the few words he was 
allowed to have with me, they were ai follows, as near as I can remem- 
ber : — " Mr. , I am qTditd content to die, but as an innocent man as to 

this crime. Do you believe, sir, I would have assisted him to escape, 
have ridden miles to have given him food, and money to pay his passage, 
and eveiy way to help him, and after all to murder him f I am content 
to die. I have led a bad life, and confess to you I have previously com- 
mitted crimes deserving death. I do not desire to live to continue a bad 
life. I hope vou believe me, I would sooner have died in defending 
Joe, if it had )yeen necessary. I have been a violent bad man, but I could 
not kill a friend." He requested to see me again before he was executed, 
but as he was in the bands of a minister of religion, I felt it better not to 
see Mm, as I had suffered loss by the cattle-stealers, and vdshed to avoid 
the subject 
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It seemed liard to find a motive for his being engaged in taking the 
life of Gofton ; but I consider^ as all chances of his escaping seemed to 
be lost, his confederates — and there was reason to believe there were 
seyeral — deemed it safer to take his life rather than to let him fall into 
the hands of the police, when to save himself he might have " peached" 
as they call it. 

As I have stated, Private Lomas arrested Stagg. After he had 
remained in the police force some time he obtained his discharge on the 
]^ea that he had by the death of a relative come into some property in 
£)ngland. He was a married man, and left his wife behind him. He 
was not again heard of for some years, and after a certain time his wife 
eonsoled herself by marrving a second husband. 

I will now relate the early history of Lomas, as far as verbally 
reported to me. He was transported for life to New South Wales, or, as 
it was then called, sent to Botany Bay, as having shot a comrade in a 
quarrel. He had been a private in the army. He must have received a 
conditional pardon, as he was brought down by Captain Sturt, on whose 
recommendation he was employed as a trooper in the South Australian 
police force. Many years alter he left this colony the Governor received 
a despatch from the Secretary of State, giving the extraordinary informa- 
tion that a man of the name of Lomas had confessed that he had murdered 
a man of the name of Gofton, in South Australia. At this time he was con- 
fined in a madhouse, but as he had given the information in a most clear 
and circumstantial manner, notice was taken of it, and our Governor 
was directed to make enquiries into the matter. This official com- 
munication naturally caused much excitement here. The confession was 
mixed up with many circumstances which had occurred, describing iJiat 
en the Sunday evening of the day of the murder he had been sent by 
Sergeant-Major Alford from the Little Para to the police camp at Port 
Gawler for rations ; that on his way he met the man Goftun, and shot 
Mm. The Governor, as a matter of course, ordered a full eBquirv to be 
made. Judge Crawford had some time before the arrival of this despatch 
been appointed second Judge, and he wa^ called on by the Governor to 
conduct the enquiry. After taking the evidence of Inspector Tolmer 
and other witnesses, he started out, accompanied by Mr. Alford — at this 
time Lispector of Police — to the place where the tragedy was enacted. 
He was taken over the whole of the ground where Gofton had been in 
hiding, and from thence to the place where his body was discovered. 
Judge Crawford was informed by Inspector Alford tiiat Lomas's 
statement as to bein^ sent on the Sunday evening for rations was 
correct, and he showed Mr. Crawford where Lomas started 
from, and how far along the track he watehed him; and was 
tiJcen to the place indicated by Lomas, where he said he met Gofton 
and shot him. They then measured the distance from that spot direct 
to the place where the body was found, crossing several small saltwater 
creeks, and found the distance over three-quarters of a mile, tlius proving 
that it was not possible for him to have conveyed the dead man to the 
place where the body was found. It was further manifest that the 
Inspector or one of the men must have heard the shot if it had been fired 
so near the encampment. Judge Crawford, ftom\i\& c^twaS. ^TaxK««5C\ss^ 
of the ground, ana the evidence of the of^ceta Mi^ y'^yn^^^^ ^^^ -^^^5^ ^^^ 
duty at the Ume, as well as of the otliei Q-^i^enc^ ^^^tn.*^\* "Oaa N:tv^ ^ 
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Stagg, pronounced his opinion that there was not a doubt on his mind 
but that the confiession of Lomas was a gross fabrication, and 
reported accordingly. A most inexplicable circumstance in the actions 
of Lomas is that of his returning to South Australia after charging 
himself with such a crime. 

Information some time after this reached the colony that LomaSy 
although he did not succeed in getting out of the madhouse by obtaining a 
free passage to our colony as a prisoner on a charge of murder, £d 
manage to escape from the asylum in which he was confined, and mada 
straight off to the pronerty he had unsuccessfully claimed, and set fire to 
the premises. He haa been placed in the madhouse on the complaint of 
the persons whose property he claimed on his arrival in England, and 
who declined to accept him as heir-at-law. His conduct at that time 
had been sufficiently wild and eccentric to gain an order for his incarce- 
ration. He was tried foi arson, and was sentenced to taansportation 
to Western Australia, where after serving his time, or obtaining a 
remission, he managed to make his appearance in South Australia, where 
he found his wife comfortably settled, and she, as may be supposed, 
declined his protection. Hb was brought before the Adelaide Folioe 
Court for threatening her second husband, and was dismissed on his 
promising to leave the colony. He returned to Western Australia, where 
be said he had acquired possession of an island, and where it is to be 
hoped he will live and die a regular Eobinson Crusoe. 

It has fallen in my way to be able to relate some of the extra- 
ordinary careers of outlawed men out of the thousands who had been 
sent to these colonies; but who can say how many ^volumes would be 
filled if the lives of others could be given, containing facts exceeding all 
imaginary works on the same humiliating subject. The serious question 
is how shall systems of education be devised to diminish such a propennty 
to crime. 

The following additional infonxMition has been kindly furnished by 
Mr. C. Bonney: — 

John Gofton, or Gafter, was in my employment as shepherd in the 
year 1837| on a run of which I was the discoverer and first occupiery 
where Kilmore, near Melbourne, now stands. He was a quiet wdl- 
conducted man, and had what was then very unconunon amongst that 
class of men, a propensity for saving money. He had been a convict in 
Van Dieman*s Lana, but for what crime he was sent out I never leainty 
these personal reminiscences being carefully concealed by the old con- 
victs. When I was coming overland to ^uth Australia in Januar/f 
1838, he asked to be allowed to join the ^arty. How he was emplc^ed 
after his arrival here up to the time he joined the cattle-stealers I do 
not know, but men who have been shepherding for some years do no( 
generally like hard work, nor from my knowledge of the man should I 
think it likely that he would take a v^ active part in the cattlenstei^ng 
business. His money was no doubt the" inducement that led the ga^ to 
take him into the concern, some capital being required to carry oa the 
extensive business these men were engaged in. My own impression fta 
to the cause of his murder, gathered from the evidence given at the 
trial of Stagg, and from my knowledge of the murdered man, was that 
he was weary of the miserable ^e l[ie "^qa l^adia^ ejs an outlaw, and 
having let drop some sucli expteBsioiv&a\2cv.^\>\i^ \^\)^\XAT\)^m 
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than liying as he was, he was murdered to prevent him from " peaching/' 
The fact of money haying been found upon him proves ^at roobery was 
not the object of the murderer. Who else then would have any object 
in taking away his life except one of the gang with which he had been 
connected ? Notwithstandmg Stagg's protestations of innocence to this 
particular crimen I never had any doubt but that the punishment fell on 
the right man. 



^'- 
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CHAPTER XXXVII. 



joubnby of the wbitbb with his family ovbb the mount lofty 

Ranges. 

The Kesident CommissioDer and the Surveyor-General in opening the 
work of the new colony had first to order and arrange the survey of the 
City of Adelaide and the preliminary districts^ extending from the city 
down to Cape Jervis, in which the preliminary land orders (mostly held 
by absentees) might be first exercised, as I have previously explained. 
No other country land was open for selection until near the end of the 
first quarter of the year 1838, which was over two years after the colony 
was proclaimed. The size of all sections surveyed up to this time was 
to suit the preliminary land orders, viz.— 134 acres. After the best 
sections had been chosen, the rejected ones had to be cut up into 80-acie 
sections, and green slips as they were called ; and then the 80-acre land 
orders might be exercised. As was natural, all the best sections as to 
quality of land, supply of water, or locality, had been absorbed by the 
representatives of the preliminary land-order holders. The authorities 
had no power to place bona fide farmers, or others having 80-acre land 
orders on sections, although purchased and paid for in England, until 
after preliminary selections had been made. A further great evil shortly 
arose, viz. — the commencement of land speculation in South Australia, 
by applications for special surveys of 15,000 acres, out of each of which 
after survey 4,000 acres could be selected and obtained at £1 an acre ; and 
tiius the number of absentee proprietors was further increased, and the 
surveying and opening free districts for selection to hona fide applicants 
for land for immediate agricultural operations was further hindered. 

I may here also mention that the new colony at first was entirely 
dependent for supplies of sheep and cattle for consumption on such a& 
arrived by sea, nor was there any other introduction of homed stock 
until the arrival of Mr. Bonney, who brought Mr. Hawden's herd of 
cattle down the Murray, early in the year 1838. Previous to their 
arrival fresh meat at one time was 2s. 6d. a pound, even for mutton not 
of the best quality. Captain Sturt subsequently arrived in August in 
the same year with stock overland. The mode of landing sheep from 
ships at anchor was generally to pack them on end as close as possible 
in the ship's long-boat, and when that grounded some distance from the 
sand hills to cast them into the sea. Many through drinking salt water 
died on their road to town ; some were drowned, and both accidents were 
said to be corrected by muttonising the carcasses. At all events the 
arrivals were generally grievously afiected by scab, so our choice of fresh 
mutton was very doubtful ; but then we had occasionally fish and game, 
the latter consisting principally of kangaroo and opossum. But under 
all these prelimin&ry trials we were not a discontented community. 
Energy in actioD, and patience \xndei tnaXa xmv^cjv^nX^^, '^«tfe \isj 
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order of the day. A few discontented mortals quickly retreated, and 
left to those possessing more pluck and perseverance the glory df 
successfully establishing one of the finest colonies under the British 
Crown. 

Importations of flour and grain were made principally from Van 
Diemen s Land, at one time at a cost of from £80 to £100 a ton. The 
Parliament and Government of the mother country must be justly 
blamed for the short-sighted and parsimonious policy they adopted in 
launching the colony, tnereby leadmg to the most serious of our first 
troubles. When the Act of Incorporation was granted, it was stipulated 
that it should not be in force until the sum of £35,000 was realised by 
the sale of land, and an additional sum of £20,000 by the issue and side 
of South Australian bonds, and that amount to be invested in the British 
funds '^ as a guarantee that the colony would at no time be a charge on the 
mother country.'' The negotiation of these bonds at such a time was, as a 
matter of course, a losing transaction. The above treatment may justly 
be termed step-motherly. For such hard terms the gentlemen on the 
Committee for establishing the colony worked hard for three years, and 
at last accepted them on fiSading there was no prospect cf obtaining more 
liberal treatment. Thus arose the necessity for the forced sales of land in 
London, and at a reduced price. The South Australian Company and a 
few fortunate private individuals took advartage of the preliminary sale 
in England, and thus was created an absentee proprietory. These pre- 
liminary sections near the capital cost only 12s. an acre, with one town 
acre throvm into each, as I have already stated. I do not desire to cast 
blame on these fortunate purchasers who came forward to invest their 
cash in a speculation which was treated by the authorities as a wild 
scheme, but to explain the primary mistakes which resulted in the un- 
fortunate crisis of 1839-40. The early settlers who had invested their 
capital in legitimate pursuits suffered great losses. The delays I have 
recounted which took place in obtaining suitable land for agricultural 
purposes caused many who had come out to embark in farming to adopt 
other pursuits, but when the crisis approached, and after flour had attained 
the unheard-of and famine price of £8 and £10 a bag, many of those 
who had any means left returned to the pursuit they joined the colony to 
embark in, although in most instances with greatly diminished means. I 
myself closed my town business in 1839 at a great sacrifice, and made 
arrangements to occupy and reside on my sections, only recently selected, 
which were situated^ about twenty miles to the east of the city. It 
may be as well here to give a descnption of our first experiences m this 
line. 

Having sent on men to prepare timber for building and fencing, I 
followed as soon as temporary shelter was provided. I give an account . 
of our journey as a fair specimen of what early settlers had to experience. 
I first despatched two bullock teams with our furniture and fixings as 
early in the day as possible, and followed some hours afterwards with my 
family in a roomy waggonette, to which were harnessed three horses^ one 
in the lead and two wheelers — a dangerous rig for the rough and hilly 
track we had to pursue. In the trap, I being the driver, I had my 
wife, sister, two sons (three and four -jeat^ oV^, cfsife l^-o^^^ ^^sc^'ss^*^ 
and our youngest boy in arms : also a ixiasi \.o ^ssh&X. tsi'^ cpsi *^^ ^v^^ 
in procuring timber drags, and in ^\n^ ^Jaaxa era. \^ '^'^ \!D»a. 
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axle of the carriage before I yentared to drive down the steep 
hills which we had to pass — ^in those days screw skids had not been 
invented. This great improvement in skicte over all other plans which 
had been previously used in easing loaded vehicles down hills was shortly 
after invented by one of our earliest colonists, viz., Mr. Stephen Hack. 
The first one which was constructed on his suggesti<^ was made by J. 
Adamson. To pass over the Mount Lofty Range at that time was no 
easy task. The first ascent to be made was by either of the spur& 
between Beaumont and Glen Osmond. I fi^ced on the one nearest Green- 
hilly as being most used and having more space for making tacks. I had 
a staunch team, and with many zigzags I surmounted this first difficulty, 
my man following behind with chocks to stop the hind wheels when 
necessary to ease the horses. On the ton of the brow on the first saddle, 
to my surprise and annoyance, I overtook the dravs. The day being very- 
hot one of my best leading bullocks dropped, ana could not be got up 
again. I had in consequence to leave my man to assist in yoking up one 
of the body-bullocks as a makeshift leader in the place of the fallen one, 
and to continue with the drays to assist the disarranged team ; and I had 
no alternative but to go on the best way I could, without help or the use 
of drags. I could not leave the horses to cut young saplings for that pur- 
pose and to attach them to the drag chain. My next serious difficulty 
was Breakneck Hill, rightly named as I can speak from experience of 
broken necked bullocks in descending, but on this occasion I had to sur- 
mount it. I afterwards got on pretty well down moderate and short 
pitches, having an excellent leader who would turn to the right or left as 
sharp as required with slack traces. I bought him from Captain Hind- 
marsh when he left. When I came to the steep and longer descent at 
Cox's Creek, on which spur very fine trees had been felled and split into 
palings and shingles, the stimips of course left standing, and sundry re- 
jected bad splitting pieces of timber lying about, I felt I had arrived at 
my worst trouble. 1 pulled up and looked on each side hoping to find at 
hand a suitable timber drag, but was disappointed, and with much trepi- 
dation I started the team at a foot's pace, but when, without skid, the 
pressure came too heavy on my wheelers they began to trot in spite of 
all my efforts to hold them back, and at length they broke into a 
full gallop. By the sagacity and obedience of my leader I was able to 
clear the stumps and logs without an accident. The females and children 
fortunately did not scream or utter a word. At the foot of the hill, on 
pulling up, I found two men on horseback, who had paused in astonish- 
ment at seeing us make such a flying descent. Before I could gain 
my breath or speak to my family they addressed me most abruptly (I 
could see they were fresh arrivals). They said, " We wish we could 
hand you over to the police for driving down such a dangerous hill in 
such a reckless manner to the risk of your passengers' lives, &c., &c.^' I 
replied, '^ I must excuse your ignorance, gentlemen ; the passengers I am 
driving are my wife and family. I have scarcely recovered from my 
fright. You have interrupted me and all of us in returning silent thanks 
for our deliverance from so great a danger. Look at my hands, black 
with the force I have used.'' We continued on the track over the 
natural anrface, now steep sideling, now sharp rise or fall, no pick or shovel 
having yet been used, and reached liSiQ Oxl^^^vsyq!^ 'kvvQt without 
Mccident The crossing was too xo\igk^«aQdL\i<st« oiCA ^i qnx\mc^ v^-ran^ 
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gaye way, after haying stood all the heayy jolts and jars we had pre- 
Tkrasly encountered. A cross-bar, cut and fixed, we again passed on, 
«nd reached the stations at sundown. After a nicnic supper we turned 
in on beds of dry grass, as the drays with bedding and food did not 
arrive till next morning, when we had a sumptuous breakfast. Poultry 
and dairy cows had been sent up some time before with a small flock of 
«heep. 

The kitchen and dairy being finished we soon had our usual comforts. 
And now the work of fencing was continued, and grubbing trees, and 
preparing land for com. An orchard and garden were trenched, to be 
ready at the right season for planting. I had purchased seed wheat at 
15s. a bushel, and haying to paj that price for seed, and so much to do 
in clearing, fencing, and erecting farm buildings, I did not crop more 
land this Stst season than what I thought might yield me seed for the 
following year and enough for domestic use. 

At this time, on the first farms established, the proprietors, some of 
them quite unused to manual labour, mi^^ht be seen undergoing the 
heaviest work their powers would admit of; their wives and children 
engaged in unaccustomed employments totally unsuited to their strength 
— a boy of eight or ten years of age driving bullocks at harrow, occa- 
sionally a young girl driving bullocks for her father at plough, or with a 
filter cross-cutting logs for fencing ; then all had to help at odd times of 
Aie day, early and late, at log burning. All this toil was necessary, 
because labour was scarce and wages high, or money wanting ; and so a 
variety of hard shifts bad to be adopted to accomplish indispensable 
work. Before I arrived at the farm with my family some preparatory 
work had been done in fencing and building. For some time an over- 
lander — t,e., a lag of the name of Tom Fuller — ^with his mate, had been 
•employed in sawing timber for buildings and in splitting posts and rails 
for fencing, and his work went on until late in December. I am about 
to give some account of this man, as he was, as I believe, the last of his 
class in my employment. I had a final settlement with him on Saturday 
night, a few days before Christmas Day. He left my service apparently 
well satisfied, as he received a lump of money. On the following 
morning, Sunday, I turned out early. On my walk roimd the premises 
I observed one favourite goose was missing. On walking forward to the 
edge of a small gully, on the opposite side of which Tom's hut stood, at 
about three hundred yards up the rise, I observed Tom coming out 
carrying a bundle. I hailed him, but instead of waiting he dropped the 
bundle and ran to the top of the heavily- wooded range at his best speed, 
and I after him. On reaching the sunmiit I could see him rushing 
through the bushes on a slant, to reach the main gully. This gave me a 
little compensating advantage, as I could take a line to head him. I 
soon f ouna he was blown, and that I was gaining on him rapidly. I was 
still alone, although at starting I had called aloud to arouse my people. On 
coming near him at a great pace, my course being down-hill, and cnarging 
him on his left fiank, he Eluddenly stopped, and taking out of his pocket a 
large clasp-knife, he said in a loud voice — " Now your life or nune, you 
b-- — ," My hand was quickly at his throat, and between that and his 
handkerchief, and down ne went, and I on the top of him« Ixl tk^ t«^ 
the knife was lost by him, and aftet a b1^ot\. ^Xxxj^^'^ ^ \jJwiNa«t^^?iiss«i^^ 
kad aroused, and who had followed m liasta, caiTaa \s^, wA ^cst^ ^j&Nk-x 
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him my old shepherd Miles^ who, as usual, had his pocket-pistols with 
him. So Tom was allowed to get up, and I soon decided to take him to 
the next Magistrate's house, about two miles off. I sent the labourer 
back for the slaughtered goose, with instructions to meet us at the 
Justice's residence. I had heard that this gentleman had been appointed 
and gazetted the previous week, and that one of his men had been sworn 
in as a special constable. On my lajdng the charge before him, he 
decided to commit the thief to my custody. 1 declined such a 
trust, stating I had risked my life in taking him, and I 
thought it was his duty, as he had a constable in his establishment,, 
to keep him in charge. He then turned to mj shepherd. Miles, and 
charged him in the Queen's name to keep the prisoner secure until he 
coula be handed over to the police, and made out a mittimus accordingl}r ; 
to which poor trembling Miles said, '' Your worship, what am I to do if 
he will run away P I am sure I cannot hold him, but I have ^ot my 
pistols in my pocket ; may I shoot him ?" With the utmost gravity the. 
justice replied, ''Certainly." After this Tom walked back with us to 
my residence, and was placed with his guard in the stone kitchen. I 
took Miles on one side and asked, ''Are your pistols loaded?" He 
replied, '^ Yes, master ; am I to shoot him if he ofifers to escape ?" I 
said, '' If you do except in defence of your life my opinion is you may 
be hung. To prevent accidents we will withdraw the bullets." In 
doing this I had more fear for Miles than for Tom Fuller. I added^ 
'' Tom must still think they are fully loaded. Keep him safe and ^ve 
him food." On the way home I had a conversation with our prisoner. 
On his asking me to forgive him this time, declaring he had not lifted, 
anything of mine while he was working for me, I declined his request, 
as his conduct was so bad after my liberal treatment of him. He had 
the impudence to explain that he and his mates had agreed to have a 
spree at a public-house some mHes away, and now he was very sorry he 
had robbed me. After dark I heard a commotion in the kitchen, and 
then a shot fired, and the voice of Miles calling out, " Tom has bolted." 
I could hear him running, and his little do^ yelping with joy ; but pre- 
sently heard the dying yells of the poor faithful animal which had lain 
at the kitchen door. Its carcase was found by us in the morning on the 
track with its throat cut, killed to keep the fugitive's course secret. So 
much for Tom at present. I ordered the men not to follow him, as that 
would be useless. A trooper in due time came out, but Tom was not 
again captured, as he had plenty of money and was wary enough to 
resist drink, and so cleared, as I supposed, out of the colony. His taking 
credit for resnecting my goods did not say much for him, as, he being on 
contract worn, I had always money of his in hand, so his conscience 
could not be credited, fmt his prudence might. He was not seen again 
in the colony for some years, but I shall have more to relate of him. 
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CHAPTER XXXVIIL 



Gbievous Wrongs done to thb Fionbsb Settlsbs. 

The advent of Captain Grey as third Governor of Scuth Australia has 
heen recorded^ and I propose in this chapter to relate a few instances of 
the cruel wrongs which the pioneers had to endure under the crowning 
ruin which the policy of the British Government instructed its repre- 
sentative to carry out as to the financial liabilities of the colony, and 
which he undertook with his eyes open, for he did not come as a stranger. . 
The first instance will give a brief account of the ruin of the firm of 
Borrow & Goodlar by the direct action of Captain Grey's Government 
in cancelling the large contracts under which tne firm were bound to the 
Government of Colonel Gawler. The bills which they had received on 
the Home Government in part payment for work done having been also 
dishonoured, the^r were suddenly brought to a standstill, and l^d to meet 
the claims of their numerous workpeople, their merchants and bankers, 
with promises. In this crisis they waited with an influential merchant 
on the Governor, and the case of the firm was with great force pressed 
on His Excellency, who treated them with kind consideration, and in 
answer he gave them full and decided assurances that the claims of the 
firm should be honorably met, and be submitted to arbitration. With 
this favourable and gracious reception they left Government House, 
highly pleased and satisfied, and went direct to the Government Offices 
and had an interview with Mr. Gouger, the Colonial Secretary , and Mr. 
Jackson, the l^easurer, to whom they detailed the promising result of 
their interview with Govremor Grey. Their explanation of the answer 
they had obtained from His Excellency's lips was received by these 
officers with the greatest surprise, and they assured their visitors that 
the Governor had neither the power nor the means to make good such 
promises, and that there was no chance of an early settlement of their 
claims on any terms. And so the result proved, to the total ruin of their 
extensive business. Their engagements extended beyond the building 
trade, for they had taJcen leases of suburban sections, which they had 
fenced in with a view to tiie growth of wheat, and had sunk their capital 
in legitimate pursuits likely to result in benefit to the country. It was 
not until a wearied and lengthened contest that their creditors obtained 
from the Government a dividend by a compromise, and accepted a portion 
of the just claims of the firm. I may mention here that '^ during the' 
year 1842 no less than 136 writs were passed through the Sheriffs Court, 
and thirty-seven fiats of insolvency were issued. In one important 
respect the disastrous consequences of the losses sustained uvthe colony 
were made apparent on the non-payment of the Government debts, as 
out of 1,915 houses that had been buWt m ki^'^'siA^s^ ^^ -^^^^'^ Nss. 
Becemher, 1842, totally deserted, and \)tt^^ ^^^^^^ ^-^^-t^^jy.^ ^xjiv^Na. *vi2^^ 
country districts. 
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One of the ruined pioneers of the colony, who has published a brief 
history of his early career in the Methodist Journal, under the signature 
*' Pioneer," having allowed me to extract therefrom, I take advantage of 
the privilesre, with thanks, as the ultimate sacrifice of the wreck of his 
property followed, as in my own case and so many others, from the ad- 
vantage taken of our weakened state after the first general blow, and 
when the news was received confirming the repudiating: action of the 
Home Government. I commence to quote from the termination of 
'' Pioneer's'' voyage from home, in order to show how he began from the 
first in his colonial career to go in with all his energies and means as a 
bona fide pioneer settler, to assist in stocking and cultivating the new 
colony : — 

** After the inevitable discomforts of a long sea voyage in the ship 
Isabella, which Captain Hart, the conunander, endeavoured to make as 

?leasant as possible, we sighted Van Dieman's Land on the Ist January, 
837, and at once sdled up the River Tamar, and grounded in Hie mud 
two or three miles from Launceston. We obtained lodgings, and began to 
make anxious enquiries respecting the new colony. We found that many 
shipments of sheep had been made to Port Philip (then a new colony, 
an offshoot of New South Wales). The John Pirie arrived from St. 
Vincent's Gulf, South Australia, and reported having spoken the Buffalo, 
beating up the Gulf, so that we had arrived in Tasmania nearly as soon 
as Governor Hindmarsh and his staff arrived at his seat of Government. 
The settlers were said to have landed at Kingscote, Kangaroo Island, and 
Bapid Bay, on the main, but many of them had gone north to a part of 
the coast opposite to Mount Lofty, near to which a river or inlet of the 
sea had been discovered, with 2^ fathoms of water on the bar. The 
Isabella was laid on for the new colony, our destination, and we pro- 
ceeded at once to make our purchases of stock (for which purpose we 
had come round), and aU that appeared necessary for the occupation of 
three preliminary sections purchased in England. We put on board 
three hundred and fiftv ewes, forty-five wethers, six heifers, one Devon 
bull, ten working bullocks, two mares, one Timor pony, goats, pigs, 
poultry, dray, waggon, seed wheat, and provisions for twelve months, 
vd^ the packages brought with us in the ship. I engaged four bush 
hands and a female as washerwoman. Three out of the four were con- 
victs, but there was no choice, and the fencing and other work, required 
men of experience in colonial operations. The woman turned out a con- 
firmed drunkard, and was lor years known in the colony as Scotch Bella, 
(who had more interviews in her time than any other man or woman 
vnth the Resident Magistrate.) 

« We sailed on the first of February from the Tamar, and were met 

by contrary winds and rough weather, during which one bullock died 

and many sheep. At length, on the 9th we reached Backstairs Passage, 

and when off Kapid Bay a boat was lowered, and the captain, myself, 

and one or two more went ashore ; found no settlers, but only a few 

huts. The captain said he would run up the Gulf forty miles, when he 

expected to nnd the Buffalo and the^ body of settlers. We anchored 

about midnight, but found in the morning we were two or three miles 

south of the Buffalo at anchor, and the Coromandel also, which latter 

veseelhad arrived before ub. A attoBg ^hot iiOT^^m.\'SR«& Hot'w^ 

027^ to save the liyes of as many ahee^ aa '^ooi^y^ib ^^ ^w^Nkvh Vkcl^^ 
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them opposite the ship. No water was iiear^ and as the sheep-netting 
was not landed according to promise, we could not make a yard. In 
consequence the sheep broke adrift in the night, and were most of them 
irrecoverably lost. The other stock were landed in fair order. A heifer 
calved a day or two after, and I had the pleasure of milking the lirst 
cow of the colony. The settlers were camped over the sandhills, at the 
present site of Glenelg, and were busily rolnng their goods over the sand 
nummocks. My men at once yoked a team of eight bullocks, and 
brought our goods from the ship's longboat to the camp we formed near 
a lagoon. It created quite a sensation in the encampment, as most of the 
people had not seen a colonial team before. Mr. John Hallett had, 
Aowever, landed two bullocks and a few wethers before we arrived. In 
a few davs a vessel from the Cape brought some fine Fatherland cows 
for the d^ovemment, several of which I subsequently bought at auctien 
at an average price of £27 each, and subsequentlv one at £30. We 
found the colony had been proclaimed over five weeKS before we landed, 
but the survey of Adelaide was not completed. I had brought out two 
of Manning's cottages. One I first put up at the Iky, and the other I 
placed at Adelaide, opposite North-terrace. In April I finished the 
cottage there, and brougnt up the other from the Bay, and with the two 
formed a four^roomed nabitation. While the Isabella lay in Holdfast 
Bav, Captain Hart said he wished to return in the ship to procure a 
freight if he could. Not being able to procure land, except at an 
exorbitant price, I commenced mercantile business, much against my 
inclination, and purchased goods out of the Uegia, the William, etc. I 
further agreed to take goods from Captain Hart, and pay freight and ten 
per cent, on the invoice ; also that I would pay for any stock landed in 
good condition, at specified prices; and we parted, expecting, if Mr. 
. GrifSths, the owner of the Isaoella, consented, to meet again before long. 
In April a meeting of holders of preliminary land orders was called, at 
whicn a resolution was carried to ballot for the locality in which the 
sections should be selected, which caused my three to be placed in 
Bisect D, Yankalilla, the survey of which was not made for some two 
or three years after, before which we had sold the land orders as useless 
to us. 

" The town acres, after the preliminary ones had been allotted, were 
offered bv public auction, and realised about £4,000. after reserving the 
487 preliminary (gift) acres, belonging to the 134 acres preliminary 
sections. I became the purchaser of sixty acres of town land for want 
of other land. I enclosed twelve acres in Lower North Adelaide, and 
sowed wheat the first season. A sample of the produce was sent home, 
and excited some notice in Mark Lane. Mr. G. Stevenson also com- 
menced a garden close by, and soon made it one of the show places of 
the colony. Our bullock-team was fully employed in carting goods from 
the Port and Bay for the settlers. I have a record of £12 for one day's 
work, when loaded both ways. 

** On the 6th April the bri^ William arrived from Tasmania, and 
reported that the Isabella had sailed the day previous to the William ; 
that she had on board 400 sheep and twelve bullocks, and four cows for 
us, besides a variety of goods selected in Launceston and coTSA\s;^<i^^ ^ 
me. I this day dined at Mr. GoM^en^a, t\ift Oc\wmJ\. "^^^t^Hax^^ ^«^ '^^ 
Sir John Jeffcott, who had Just aim^d. 11^ TCi^'a WOcLTWi^ \si vsiaa ^-^ 
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country about ten miles south of Adelaide, where we were putting up 
yards and huts to receive the stock expected. 

*'0n the 13th of April I rode to the Bay, and on arriving at our camp 
founa Captain Hart there. I was sorry to hear from him that he had lost 
the Isabella, which was totally wrecked on Cape Nelson, near Portland Bay, 
on her voyage hither. The loss was occasioned by the neglect of the 
mate, who came out with us in the ship from England. She was unin- 
sured, and the captain said he had lost everything, and his friends had 
turned their backs on him. He described to a friend that he pos- 
sessed nothing but what he stood up in. He said, Mr. Hy. Jones, who 
was a passenger with him, had joined him in the shipment. I invited 
the captain to remain with us, and at the time thought myself very 
fortunate in being, as I supposed, free from personal liability. But then 
there was the disappointment and loss of gain in the stock and goods 
not coming to hand, all being much wanted.*' [I may mention here that 
the captain, who was brought to such a bare position, was the Captain 
Hart whose after career in this colony was so successful, and who 
attained a leading political station, and acquired great wealth, whose 
sons are now carrying on the large export trade in the staff of life, as 
purchasers and exporters of wheat, which he established." • • *■] 
'^ In consequence of the difficulty in procuring land and the backward- 
ness of the surveys, a plan was originated called the special survey 
system by which on £4,000 being lodged with the Colonial Treasurer, a 
block of 15,000 acres might be selected out of which 4,000 acres might 
be chosen.*' This amounted to selection before survey, and allowed the 
eyes of the country to be picked out, and a number of such special 
surveys were soon taken up, and in surveying occupied the time of the 
staff, the greater portion being applied for by mere speculators in land or 
large capitalists non-resident. 

'' After Captain Hart had remained some time with us I entered 
into an agreement with him to go to Sydney and purchase on our account 
a schooner to trade between that place and Adelaide, and furnished him 
with funds for that purpose. Not very long after Mr. Jones arrived in 
Adelaide, and made a claim on me for the value of the lost cargo, stating 
they had purchased the goods as mv agent. As no authority could be 
produced m writing, no action couli lie against me ; but I agreed to an 
arbitration, and had to pay for the goods, but not the stock. Mr. Jones 
received about £700 from me, but Captain Hart refused to receive his 
share, admitting that it was an unjust claim. My brother joined Captain 
Hart in Sydney, and they agreed for the purchase of about 800 head^ of 
cattle, to De delivered at Portland Bay. About half after their arrival 
were shipped from thence to Adelaide, but arrived in very bad condition. 
On the safe arrival of the remainder of our cattle, 400 in number, over- 
land from Portland Bay, conducted hj Captain Hart, who, taking Major 
MitchelFs track towards the River Murray, and then following the course 
down the same and the track to Mount Barker, arrived safe at the spot 
where the township now stands. We here formed a dairy station, and 
made arrangements with the Bank, by which we were able to purchase a 
special survey, of which we were to take 3,000 acres, and a Cattle Com- 
pany, of which I was a director, the balance, 1,000 acres. We 
were, however, forestalled by a few houxaloy somft speculators from Syd- 
nejr, who obtained the Treasurer's xeceiipt'beioTftm'jmQiii^'j'^^^X.^TA^t^^, 
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Haying made ourselves very certain we should be unopposed, the disap- 
pointment was great." [The writer of these lines was glad to come into 
this first Mount Barker special survey with two land orders purchased 
and paid for before leaving England, and one in the colony, i.e., nearly 
three years after the first payment, but had not the privilege to select 
xmtil after the speculators had picked out their 4,000 acr^s, not one of 
whom personally became an occupier.] 

" In this emergency we next applied for another survey, south of 
the Mount Barker block, which we obtained. It was afterwards called 
Echunga, and there we commenced to improve and fence. We soon had 
two dairies at work, with seventy cows milking in each — one at Echunga 
and one en a thousand acres we hed taken up on the Little Para, part of 
a special survey — and also established a cattle run at Yankalilla, for dry 
cattle and breeding." [A large speculation under the special survey system 
was made on behalf of Mr. Angas, by Mr. ilazman, his agent. Although 
it seemed a very considerable outlay at the time the resiut has proved a 
very satisfactoiy investment of capital for Mr. Angas.] 

In 1839 we built a house at Echunga on the survey, and laid out a 
garden of twelve acres, to furnish whicn I sent for a large invoice of 
trees, &c., from Hobart Town, and it soon became very flourishing and 
productive. I removed my family there in 1840, and to attend to the 
tmsiness in Adelaide rode in by 10 a.m., returned on the following 
evening, and remained out one day, and so continued to carry on with 
the country work and the town business. Experience has shown me 
that the difficulties in which I ultimately became involved had their rise 
in carrying out my desire to acquire a large landed property. Early in 
1840 I had an apparent balance to the credit of profit and loss of £30,000, 
but by 1843 all had to be sacrificed. The special surveys led the way, 
but the purchase of the land was only a small matter. A large sum was 
sunk in making the latid acquired produce anything; and these, in 
common with other heavy business losses, fell on us. Bank assistance 
was required — very readily granted while the colony flourished, but as 
summarily called in when the crisis came. I sold my Hindley-street 
property for £4,000, and raised £1,500 on the Echunga property, to pay 
ofif claims and in part overdrafts. At length, in 1843, the worst of the 
storm seemed past; the manager expressed himself much gratified with 
the exertions I had made to reduce my liabilities with them, and I felt 
secure I should have the continued support of tiie Bank. Time was all 
that was required, but this luxury was not obtainable. Almost every 
merchant and trader in the community had to make arrangements with 
creditors or to become insolvent. A few days after the satisfactory 
interview with the manager of my Bank, I was aroused one morning by 
two man riding into the yard at Echunga, and on asking their business 
I was informed they were bailifiis come to take possession on behalf of 
the Bank. At the time there was only one director of the Bank, and an 
English friend of mine, representing a house in England with whom I 
had large dealings, and who held a mortgage (as security for advances) 
on a portion of the Echunga land, was married to a sister of the Director, 
and it was determined to obtain my improved property. This could only 
be done by my being compelled to inaolveiic:^ , «eA. \5kv& ^^^ ^"oisxNSi^ 'ssa^.^ 
and the whole of the Echmiga estate ^aa^ft^ lot ^ ^ci-^ ^as£i<5^ss^^'^^ 
the mortgage to my English friend «ad «i\iOQ\l^a^ • '5k^^^%^ v-,^q^^^ 



210 Early RecolUctiona cmd 



was sometimes a guest at Echunga, and little thought when he talked 
oyer with me the new insolvency law he was preparing, that I should he 
one of its first victims." 

So far Pioneer. In a former chapter I have described my journey 
with my family over the hills to occupy three sections, which I was glad 
to take up in the first Mount Barker Special Survey. This was the 
survey out of which "Pioneer" was choused. Anxious to get into 
country pursuits in carrying out my original intentions, I lost no time in 
coQimencing work on the sections as soon as I got possession, and before 
I got rid of my town business. As I have described, I had been actively 
engaged like " Pioneer '' in introducing stock into the colony. A few 
months after I commenced in town, I was induced to enter into 
partnership with a gentleman who arrived from India, who had left the 
greater part of his capital there to follow him. Immediately before the 
crisis arrived I was anxious to withdraw from town business, and was 
advised by a Bank manager to hand over the partnership, stxk, and 
liabilities to my partner ; this was done as suggested. Over 400 head 
of large cattle were assigned to the manager and a second party whom 
he named to cover partnership acceptances then current, for the last 
purchases of cattle made by the firm. Before this was carried out I paid 
all other partnership claims then due, and lifted one bill for a large 
amount. I also paid all my private accounts. I agreed to a very low 
valuation of the cattle, horses, drays, &c. (in a falling market), less than 
half the cost of the same, with an arrangement that I was to receive out 
of sales £800. On this matter being concluded a complimentary letter 
from the Bank manager was received by me, and I afterwar<u drew 
cheques on both Banks on my private accounts. At the time this 
arrangement was made I was not aware that my partner had obtained 
large advances from the same Bank (in anticipation of the receipt of 
funds from India), which he had invested in land, &e., in the colony. He 
waa a large shareholder in an Indian Bank which came to grief. Other 
heavy losses befel him, and his expected funds did not arrive, but the 
funds from the assigned partnership stock were taken to clear off his 
private debt to the Bank. Not long after I had assigned the stock I 
was surprised at my quiet home on a certain day, by the visit of a bailiff 
and was served with writs for the unpaid partnership debts, and held in 
durance vile until the arrival from Syaney of the drawers of the bills, who 
immediately on landing discharged me entirely. The first insolvent law 
having now passed, my late partner became one of the first who had to 
pass through the Court, and in his schedule I appeared as a creditor for 
the amount of £800, amount of my arranged claim, but I ^ot no divi- 
dend, as the insolvent had shortly after again to declare himself ; and 
auch were some of the transactions of that day. 

Not to go into minute details of further bitter " experience^,'' I will 
only add that advantage at this time was attenopted to be taken of my 
weakened state by a fresh arrival with whom I had been connected in 
transactions, and by whom I should have suffered grievous wrong if I 
had not been favoured bv the support of a strong friend, and with 
whose support I was enabled to force an arbitration, by which I obtained 
ibe fipreater part of my claims, but onlv on yielding up my com- 
fortable and well-arranged home ; andl \iaia to tvxTo. out-^rvXii^^^oMn^ 
tamiljr to commence again. The above tVxee Vastejoc^k^ ol ^^^«^^ 
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Experiences of Colonial Life ^ in South Australia (to which many might 
l)e added), are sufficient to prove that the early colonists are not to be 
'blamed for the first crisis under which they suffered ruin. Tbey did 
not voluntarily confine their operations to town pursuits, as has been 
-represented by some of those who have furnished histories of pioneer 
Work in the colony, and as Governor Grey also stated in his early 
4espatches. 
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CHAPTER XXXIX. 



GOVEBNOB GbBT — ^HIS DIFFICULTIES. 

In relating some of the occurrences during Captain Grey's goTem- 
ment it should be mentioned that after he assumed the office of Goyemor 
of South Australia an Imperial Act was passed which repealed the two 
former Acts regulating the government of the colony, and by which it 
had been constituted as a separate colony, independent of New South 
Wales, and its boundaries had oeen fixed. On the 15th July, 1842, this 
repealing Act was passed — introduced by Lord Stanley, then Colonial 
Secretary— entitled '^An Act for the better goyemment of South 
Australia." It abolished the London Board of Commissioners, and in 
the colony the office or Kesident Conmiissioner, and by the same Imperial 
Act a provision was made for the appointment of a Legislative Council 
for the colony, to consist of the Governor for the time being and not less 
than seven other persons, to be nominated members by the Queen, or in 
such a manner as she might direct. 

This new Council (of advice, as it was merely) was first established 
in June, 1843, and the selection of its memliers being left to th& 
Governor, Captain Grey, he appointed Mr. Mundy (Colonial Secretary), 
Mr. SmilUe (Advocate-General), Captain Sturt (Registrar-General), as 
official members, together with four gentlemen not holding Government 
appointments. The following gentlemen were first nominated, and from 
tmie to time changes took place, as these honourable members retired : — 
Major T. S. O^Halloran, John Morphett, Esq., Jacob Hagen, Esq., 
Captain Charles Harvey Bagot. The repealed Act which had constituted 
the colony provided that local government should be conceded when ita 
population reached the niunber of 50,000 souls. At this time the popula- 
tion of the colony fell far short of the number, thus the promised 
constitution was lo^t to the infant province, and under the depres- 
sion, caused as it was by no deficiency of intrinsic value of the 
country itself or lack of spirit and energy in the pioneers, nevertheless 
the increase of the population from without was still kept back by the 
continued want of action and sympathy on the part of the British 
Government, as the repeated pressing applications of Governor Grey on 
Lord Stanley were totally disregarded for a resumption of emigration,, 
and a restoration of the amount of £84,697 which had been taken from 
the Land and Emigration Fund, and otherwise applied without reference 
to the contributors. So the unfortunate first settlers, having first 
suffered the loss of the greater part of their capital by Government 
repudiations, had afterwards to struggle on in country pursuits, after 
patiently waiting for their land, with a deficiency of working hands, and 
with the rate of wages at an unusually high figure. The first relief 
obtained came from the adjoining coVom^a, ft«^^\»SL^ ttorccL ^^^^s^. 
Succeeding the first beams of pTOB]petity ^loXOa. «xo\» Itoixi «{vijR««alQ\. 
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afCricultuTal operations^ the discovery of the mines soon followed^ and 
aided materially in drawing population — people who joined us at their 
'Own expense, and at a time when we were denied them from the mother 
country, teeming then with populations existing on miserably low wages 
-or as a burden to the State. 

The large reduction which the Governor immediately made in es- 
tablishments and works, by cutting off two-thirds of Government ex- 
penditure, naturally caused an enormous depreciation in every description 
of property, by which many people were ruined, and the labouring 
•clasiBes found it more and more difficult to obtain employment from im- 
poverished settlers. At the latter part of 1841 the Governor had the 
enormous number of nearly two thousand men, women, and children, 
thrown upon his hands for support as absolute paupers. This state of 
things was taken advantage of by some few, who made much gain, not 
always to their credit. The lawyers, of course, reaped a rich harvest. 

"The grave question," says Forster, **was forced upon the Go- 
vernor from whence to obtain the means to support two thousand British 
subjects, who must either starve or support themselves by rapine and ' 
pillage, which they threatened to do in very intelligible language." 

'^ Captain Grey reduced the wages of the unemployed emigrants to 
-one shilling and two pence a day, without rations. Great discontent 
was, as a matter of course, created, and a popular outbreak was more 
than once anticipated, which the absence of military made serious. The 
'Govemor*s income was then £1,000 per annum, and to his credit it is 
recorded that in this crisis he contributed over £400 towards charitable 
i purposes. Mr. Button, in a note in his " History of South Australia," 
'States that ''in the year 1840 the inmiense sum of £277,000 sterling was 
sent out of the colony f er the purchase of the necessaries of life." 

The only way open to the Governor to lower the cost of the police 
department was to reduce the number as well as pa^ of the officers and 
men in the force, and this was done although their work was greatly 
rincreasedby the outbreak of the natives on the Murray, and through the 
destitution of the working classes. (See appendix.) 

In reviving the occurrences of this period in our history which were 
such bitter experiences to the writer and to some others still alive of 
>ihe early colonists, and after the flight of many years, and comparing the 
then state of the colony with our present position and prospects, and in 
^recalling the proposal which Captain Grey made in one of his gloomy 
despatcmes to Lord Stanley, to dispose of Government House as well as 
other Government properties ts raise funds, in contrast with thel favour- 
.able opinions so early expressed by our present Governor, Sir W. F. D. 
Jervois, on his first glance at the country, I can boldly say that history 
furnishes no parallel to our progress as an infant settlement. At this 
time our coastline is the same in extent, and affords only a greater accom- 
modation in harbours as they have been improved since 1841. Our River 
Murray, also a grand natural canal, is of the same expansive character 
without change, except as to the removal of snags. Our surface land is 
vnow, as it was then, imexceptionally the greatest in extent, and of 
superior quality to that possessed by any other Australian community ; 
and to crown all, in spite of much selfish and aTioYtr%\^CkJvft^ -'^^^-^ ^isSi. 
actions on the part of most of our i^ie^avia \e».'^va%\^^^^^^"^^>'^^^^'^ 
«mVed at our present position ixom ^1qic\i \.o «\scc\.crK^^^^*^^^*^^^ 



214 Ea/rly Recollections and 



state of wealth and influence equal, if not superior, to any other Austra- 
lian or British colony. 

I continue to finish the first chapter under the administration of 
Captain Grey hy an extract from Button's history : — ^' In November,, 
1841, Captain Grey heaid from EnjOfland that Colonel Ghiwler's biUB were 
in course of payment by means of the Parliamentary grant voted as a^ 
temporary assistance to the colony. On ascertaining this fact, looking to* 
the justice of the still unsatisfied claims for which Colonel Ghiwler had not 
drawn bills, and determined to relieve the distress consequent on the noiK 
payment of these claims, he drew upon the Lords of the Treasury for the 
amounts which were properly substantiated as due. Govervor QtefM' 
despatch announciQyr his having done so gave in full his motives for xtt- 
curring responsibility which he was aware at the time had been the cattBe- 
of his predecessor's recall." 

These bills of Captain Grey were also returned protested. The- 
disastrous news did not reach the colony before the arrival of the Tag- 
lione, in October, 1842, but there was not a single despatch for the 
Governor on board announcini;: this fact distinctly. It was on the 24th 
December following that Governor Grey at length received Lord Stanley's* 
despatch announcmg the dishonour of his drafts in the preceding 
May. "You have, said Lord Stanley, "now drawn bills on the 
I'reasury in discharge of these (outstanding) claims, and the bills have 
been diwonoured, and will be returned to you chargeable with interest" 

Mr. Button continues: — "Lord Stanley gave no good reason for 
refusing to pay those bills, beyond that they were drawn without specoal 
authority, but the reasons given in Lord Stanley's despatch do not justify 
the course he pursued in refusing to place those few additional theusandfr 
of pounds on the same footing as Colonel Gawler's bills, as an attentive 
perusal of Governor Grey's despatch clearly shows that tJiese claims were 
composed of precisely similar ones which the British Government had 
thought it incumbent on themselves to pay to support the credit of the 
Government." Mr. Dutton in a note comments on the remark made by 
Lord Stanley, '' that the outstanding debts of Colonel Gawler were 
created under the full knowledge of the peremptory orders which Colonel 
Gawler had received not to draw any further,'^ the fact being " a consi- 
derable portion of these claims were for contracts entered upon before 
the prohibition to draw had arrived, but were not due till after that 
period ; and a large sum was due on accouot of public buildings in the 
course of erection, the renudneder being for absolute necessaries." Lord 
Stanley, to meet these dishonoured bills, ordered colonial debentures to 
be issued, to b^r interest at 5 per cent. To parties in England this may 
at first sight appear to have been a very satisfactoiv arrangement, but 
fresh light wiU appear on acquaintance with the working of the matter. 
" In the first place the colonists were kept waiting eighteen monl^ 
before they got any settlement at all, then they got die Governor's billa 
on the Lords of the Treasury, to get which cashed tiiey had to pay the 
Banks five per cent, discount. The bills were sent to England and 
refused acceptance ; then the lawyers got hold of them. In Edition to* 
noting protest there was a charge of twenty per cent., idso charge for re- 
excbange, LawyerB in the colony were then ordered to call for an early 
reimbursement from the unfortunate endot^ici^^^^^ \SDk.«^ could not 
make except hy handing over the de\)esntuaeQa\^«xai%%:^^'^'t QKai\K.\si\Ki%^ 
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whilst the Bank interest was from ten to twelve. A child might guess 
the consequences to nine out of ten of the holders of these bills. Half 
the amount of the bills gone in expenses, and a final settlement gained 
after an advertisement of the properties of A. B. or C. for peremptory 
sale." [Then properties mopped up by Bank manager or some of his 
friends and partners.] 

'' The new Governor was forced by his instructions to stop public 
works^ except so far as was necessary to complete them to prevent early 
dilapidation, for which purpose he obtained a temporary loan from the 
GKyyemment of New South Wales of £3,000. The next downward 
movement vnts the stoppage of works of aprivate nature ; the colonists 
holding large amounts of dishonoured GTovemment bills as well as 
unsettled Government accounts, as I have stated, for works done and 
goods supplied, were made bankrupts ; thus a large number of labourers 
fell upon the Governor for work or food. Necessities more compulsory 
than his stringent instructions, which he had arrived to carry out, were 
thus created. A number of over 700 immigrants, most of them* good 
working men, were, under compulsion at firot, furnished with work at 
wages reduced to the lowest point at which they were able to subsist, 
and were marched out daily under inspectors, the majority employed on 
loadmaking at a Gk)vemment stroke. 

In this crisis Captain Ghrey applied for power and instructions to sell 
such of the Government properties as might conveniently be disposed 
of, but he found such a step^ mipossible, as not a fourth part of the value 
could be obtained for anytmng offered for sale. He applied to the Bank 
of South Australia, and was offered £10,000 at twelve per cent, on his per- 
sonal security ! But as such a sum would have been immediately absorbed 
by liabilities already incurred, and would leave nothing for the legitimate 
expenses of his own administration, he had ultimately to adopt the same 
course which had led to Colonel Gawler's recall. He drew oills on the 
Lords of the Treasury, which were also returned dishonoured. After 
many months of severe suffering for the colonists, and trials and 
responsibilities for the Governor, of no ordinary character, the necessary 
advances were made by the Imperial Government, and from the time of 
that assistance, too long delayed, the colony has continued to rise in 
importance and wealth, all such advances having been long since refunded. 
With the appointment of Captain Grev as Governor, the management 
of the colony was taken out of the liands of the Commissioners in 
London, and we were passed over to the tender mercies of Lord Stanley. 
The change in Her Majesty's Ministers at the time of the colonial crisis 
was no doubt an additional agent in prolonging our difficulties. I think 
it will be fair in this place to quote from Governor Grey's despatch, of 
the dlst December, 1842, to Lord Stanley, as being a most unfair 
comment on the action of his predecessor, and an unjust charge against 
the then small number of colonists, as follows : — 

" The great majority of the community were interested in the 
maintenance of the lavish Government expenaiture. During the twelve 
months preceding my arrival about £160,000 had been procured by 
drawing oills, which were ultimately paid by the British Treasury, and 
had been distributed in the form of salaiiea, «lVy««wc^%, vccw^ \>aR:wice^'^ 
contracts amongst a population of 14,0ftl ^eo^<e>, ^"Wi Cki^LN <s.^'v^^x^^a^^^^ 
£S0,000 towards their ovm support •, \kat \ft, \)tit6 ^tvM\^^«^s«^ ^^^ 
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annually to every man, woman, and child, in South Australia, upwards 
of £10 a head per annum, which was paid to them by Great BritiEiin for 
the support of them and their families." 

Could anything be more monstrous or unjust than to charge the 
then small population of the young colony with the whole amount of the 
sum named, which had been principally expended on the substantial 
public buildings erected, or in course of erection, and which so soon 
proved to be insufficient in size to afford accommodation in which to carry 
on the Government business of the rising colony. 

Such statements in a despatch to one of the Secretaries of State 
may cause surprise, but are quite consistent with the remark Captain 
Grey was at the time of his arrival charged with making, that he was 
prepared to let Government House as a store, i.e., the portion then 

In this chapter I have considered it necessary to record at some 
length the difficult position in which Captain Grey with his eyes open 
allowed himself to be placed as to means at his disposal to carry on the 
Government of this province. I have also thought myself justified in 
placing before readers at the same time such particulars as exhibit a 
justification to a great extent of the actions of his predecessor, Colonel 
Gawler, of whom it must be said that all his predictions as to the future 
of this colony have been already more than realised. In subsequent 
numbers I shall have to produce the continuation of the fatal affrays 
with the blacks on the Rufus junction with the Murray — sad, sad 
Tecords. 
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CHAPTER XL. 



Mineral Discovbbies. 

The earliest mineral discovery made was the Glen Osmond silver- 
lead lodeS; the first indications •f which were found almost immediately 
after Preliminarv Section 295 was taken up b}r Mr. Osmond Gilles, 
situated on the slope and foot of the first tier of hills; four miles sou^-^ 
east of Adelaide. As an incident and exj^rience in my own career, I 
think I may fairly explain my first connection with this valuable section^ 
although to do tms a return must be made to a past date. Shortly after 
I arrived in the colony my attention was called to this section by Mr. G. 
S. Kingston, then acting Surveyor-General. I had visited the original 
Survey Office, and was examining the second map of District A. Mr. 
Kingston pointed to the east comer of the surveyed sections, and in- 
formed me that the map was a copy of the one from which the pre- 
liminary sections had been selected dj holders of land orders or their 
^ents, and on which original map their selections had been marked off. 
He, at my request, ordered this original map to be produced for my 
inspection, and I then saw on that map a section ([No. 295^ unselected 
which did not appear on the copy, and in the situation he pointed out to 
me, and I at once rode out and found the western comer pegs, and 
perceived near the south-western comer of the same an appearance of a 
surface spring, on which important find I retumed at once to my camp 
on Seuth-terrace, and took two 80-acre land orders and tendered them 
for section 295 and the additional quantity required, and the tender was* 
accepted. Subsequently, on the same day, when spending an hour with 
Mr. Osmond Gilles, near whose residence I had encamped, he asked me 
-if I had found any land to suit me. I replied, '^1 have this day 
exercised two land orders, and I can see the spot froni your 
windows;" and on pointing out the locality to him, he said,. 
*' What I those dimples P" I said, " Yes ; if you call the spurs and the 
indents between them dimples.'' My wife and a lady were present, and 
enjoyed a iau^h ; and as Mr. Gilles seemed a good deal interested by 
what I told him about the non-accordances of the maps, I proposed the 
party should take an evening ride and view my selection. Mr. Gilles at 
once assented, and his gig and two of my saddle-horses were ordered 
out — one lady in the gig and the other witn myself on horseback — and 
we passed joyously over the open plain, covered with long kangaroo 
grass and dowery herbage. On arriving at the 'MimpW we dismoun- 
ted under the sliade of trees, and I alone climbed the hill to find the 
back pegs of the section, and found a large part of the same was on the 
hillsiae, stony and unsuitable for agriculture, and ^exc^v^^^ ^5ws^ "^^ 
lower part was thickly covered witbitteeft, ^^ Tisrw wstcuea^Caa^J^sfi^^ 
with the young foieat city in tiie centre Mi^ ^e ^viML va. *Caftk ^^^»2Mi»'» 
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formed a most delightful picture, with which I was sufficientlj en- 
raptured. We returned and spent the evening with Mr. Gilles, and I 
and my host enjoyed some of his splendid hock, over which we had a 
long chat. Mr. Gilles regretted his bad luck in drawing for his numerous 
choices for preliminary sections, by which he had not been able to obtain 
for himself even one section near enough the city on which to erect a 
suburban residence, and expressed his annoyance that his attention had 
not been called eariier to Section 295. He then asked me if I had any 
particular desire to retain the section, and proposed to me to withdraw 
my application, as it might be some time before I could obtain the ad- 
ditional quantity of land and in a manner to suit me. Well, after some 
consideration, I did not hesitate to comply with his expressed desire, 
for I had seen that the back and hilly part of the section was not 
suitable for the plough, and the lower part, as I have said, thick 
vrith trees, and would be expensive to clear. The following day I 
accompanied the Treasurer to the Land Office and withdrew my land 
orders, and Mr. Gilles exercised one of his preliminary orders, which 
he had been under the necessity to reserve, for one of the southern 
reserved districts ; the Commissioner (Mr. J. H. Fisher) and the 
Acting Surveyor-General (Mr. G. S. Kingston) threw no difficulty 
in the way of the transfer, and the section was marked oft 
and registered to Mr. Gilles, and he and I put our initials on the mi^, 
wiiich now seldom sees daylight, but which initiids I saw not long ago, 
on the map being produced in the Supreme Court on a trial about the 
boundaries of sections. Some few weeks after this arrangem^it was 
effected I formed one of a small picnic party to the '* Dimples,'' as the 
ladies continued to call the hollows. On the spurs some whitish 
quartzy-looking stones were picked up which showed small bright specks 
of lead, not thought much of at the time. In the following year, 1839, 
large projecting blocks of what appeared to be limestone, on being broken 
on the hillside, were found to be internally pure galena, and now great 
excitement was caused. A few men were put on Jby the proprietor at 
first under his chief clerk, Mr. Finke. Some of the Adelaide speculators 
endeavoured to come to terms with Mr. Gilles as to purchase, but he met 
them by saying he would not part with the property even if £90,000 
was of^ed for it. Ultimately six or seven distinct yeins or lodes were 
discovered, and some 200 tons of good lead ore were soon raised, which 
parcel on reaching home was represented to give seventy-five per cent, of 
lead with eighteen ounces of silver to the ton. The average puUidied 
value given was £13 a ton of 21 cwt. On this a London Company 
was formed called the Glen Osmond Union Maning Oompai^, with a 
paid-up capital of £30,000. At a very high royalty a mining lease was 
granted to the Company by the pronrietor. A captain with a strong body 
of good miners was soon dispatched under engagements to work a certain 
time, which engagements were not in all cases fulfilled. Operations were 
for a few years carried on in a miner-like manner. The spring indicar- 
tion, which I had seen at surface, was tapped at a shaUow depth, and 
found to be strong enough for washing sucn of the ore as required to be 
dressed. Large quantities ef ore were raised and dbipped until a smelt- 
ing estahliahment was built by the Messrs. Penny on adjoining land, but 
un%rtunately the Adelaide manaeemeiit^o\i\iQ\A'^5^!^^oTi^th.thepro- 
prietor, which together with the ne&y^ ex^enafe^ <sll TaM«ii^TD«cX iSiiQi^ 
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led to the lease being abandoned by the Oompany. At the same time 
ores sufficient had been raised to cover first expenses of sinking two main 
shafts, driving two principal adits into the hill, and making the necessary 
buildings, machinery, &c., but the stoppage took place ^fore the adits- 
reached IJie main lodes, and so a promnsing mine was knocked, as the 
miners say. 

Subsequent to the opening of the first lead mine an extraordinary 
bunch of gklena was discovered on an adjoining section, known after- 
wards as the Wheal Watkin*s Mine, and many tons of rich lead, rich 
also for silver, were raised, but the workings were abandoned when at 
about forty or fifty fathoms below surface, when the load became 
pinched and the ground harder. On other adjoining sections lead lodes 
were worked a short time. One, the Wheal uawler, and a lode near to,, 
and one in Hardy*s Quarry. Well, all these prospects stand over for a 
future day if ever wages and expenses permit the workings to be re- 
sumed. The amount realised on the Glen Osmond mine, as I wa& 
informed at the time, amounted to over £13,000. No doubt the royalty 
was much too high, which might have been the primary cause of the 
stoppage. 

in 1842 the Kapunda Copper Mine was discovered. I extract par^ 
ticulars of this from Button's work : — '* The first discovery of the ore 
was by the youngest son of Captain Bagot whilst gathering wild fiowers^ 
on the plidn. Shortly afterwards, not far from the same spot, I ascended 
the top of a small hill to view the surrounding country. One of our 
flocks of sheep had been dispersed during a thunderstorm, and I had 
been out nearly the whole of the day in drenching rain in search of them. 
At the spot where I pulled up my horse was beside a protruding mass of 
clay slate. My first impression was that the rock was covered with a 
beautiful green moss; but on dismounting and breaking off a piece, it 
was green carbonate of copper. To my neighbour, Captain Bagot, I 
confided my discovery ; the ]^lace was on his sheep-run. He also pro- 
duced a similar specimen, which was found by his son, as related, xhe 
two spots were in close proximity ; the discoveries were of course kept 
secret. We applied for a survey of eighty acres, in conformity to* 
regulation, the section was advertised as required in the Gazette 
for one month, and we became the purchasers of the same at 
the upset price of one pound an acre. At that time there were 
a number of eighty-acre land orders unexercised, and any one of them 
might have been tendered, and have gained the section for the 
owner of it. We quietly waited for the expiration of the month, and 
then lodged the money, having trusted to the general depression of the 
times as preventing any competitors, and we were not mistaken. Having 
secured the land, the next step was to ascertain the value of the ore,, 
and we sent samples to England, and from Mr. Perdval Johnston 
obtained a return of an assay of the average of twenty-three per cent, of 
copper. We then lost no time in beginning working with a small parlrjr 
of men, and with three miners and a party of friends, ladies included, 
started in a bullock-dray with a tarpaulin hood, Mr. Menge bein^ in the^ 
party. Proceedings were opened by an interesting address on mming in 
general by him, and the ground was broken by the men. Al ^\^^ks&& ^ 
WW Cornish miners were quietly toWowVn^ o^^t y5»'s«!>^»'» ^'^^'^ ^^*^k 
iBKuaed mining tooU, and commeiiced to T«:ka& ot^ «a. ^!c^^3^fe '^k^ '^^ ^^* 
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in the pound, to set the interest a-going. They did yery well, and raised 
a quantity of rich ore. The place was a complete wilderness; the 
nearest water was half a mile away, and brackish ; we soon succeeded 
in finding a good spring, and erected a row of stone cottages for the 
workmen, and they quickly had their families with them. The mine 
was about forty-two miles from Port Adelaide, and at first no track even 
had been made between the places. Captain Bagot undertook to select 
and mark out a Une, which he did in a primitive manner by fastening a 
plough behind the first dray, and by that striking a furrow for succeeding 
drays to follow. On the plough breaking he had a crooked forked branch 
cut from a hardwood tree, and with that produced a sufficient scratch to 
be followed, and so the line was made ana adopted, and for a long time 
used, being worn to a hard surface, and remained a good road untU road 
makers were set to work." 

I have previously mentioned that Captain Frome, who arrived 
towards the end of Col. Gawler^s time, had pushed on the surveys in 
advance of wants, and now his work was increased in surveying detached 
mineral sections as well as the numerous special surveys which had been 
applied for. He also performed the duties of Engineer-in-Chief, and 
erected bridges, and commenced to form metalled roads. 

" In justice I have to record a most popular act of Governor Grey in 
declaring in July, 1846 (at the time wnen copper and lead ores were 
promising to be raised in. large quantities), all South Australian ports 
free of port charges to ships of all nations without exception. At this 
time, from recentiv opened mines, ores had arrived for shipment from 
Port Adelaide. This free grant was made after the revenue had attained 
a comparatively fiourishing condition, from the successful occupation of 
country lands by an industrious population lifting the colony from its 
deep depression to such a state of prosperity as to justify the Governor 
in establishing such a wise, liberal, and well-timed policy, and which 
drew freight-seeking ships to our colony. The previous year's revenue, 
derived from Port dues and charges, had amounted to about £2,000. 
The loss of that amount of revenue was correctly anticipated to be made 
up in other branches under increasing prosperity. Contracts for the first 
cartage of ores from Kapunda were fulfilled at 226. 6d. a ton of 21 cwt., 
probably as cheap as it could be carted for the same distance in England. 
After the richness of the mine became publicly known applicants came 
forward for a section of one hundred acres of adjoining land, and the 
section, on being put up for public competition reached the amount 
of £2,210, which was purchased on joint account by Messrs. Bagot and 
Dutton." From this additional purchase before tiie end of the year ores 
were raised sufficient to repay the first cost and expenses. 

" In the year 1840 three rriners were employedln the celony ; in the 
last month of the year twelve men were at work. * The gross produce 
rom sales at Swansea amounted to £6,225.'* 

" In the year 1846 Mr. Button sold his one-fourth interest in the 
mine/and subsequently Captain Bagot parted with tiie remainder to an 
English Company, by whicn Company the mine has since been carried 
on. The fame of South Australian mines soon spread through the 
neighhounng settlements, and when once it became Jmown that every 
one who went there found immediate and ^gto^XaXAft etBc^YcrjTti^wit (Mr. 
Dutton Bays) we began shoTtly to lecwe a\at^^ «jwi^«i&\0Ti \q wa ^^-^^ar 
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lation by Toluntfury free emigration from New ^Zealand, New South 
Wales, Jrort Phillips and Van Dieman's Land. Tables for 1844 show 
increase from arrivals, 973 ; first quarter 1845, 616 ; one month, August 
same vear, 500 arrived at Adehdae.'' 

Amongst early experiences I cannot properly give the subsequent 
transactions of the Eapunda Mining Company. 

The Burra Mine is the next miportant discovery to be mentioned^ 
which so largelv aided in plftcing South Australia in the position c^e 
ought never to have lost. This mine was discovered in the year 1845, 
after the previous mines mentioned had got well at work, by a shepherd 
of the name of Pickett. A rumour of a discovery of a monster mine in 
the Far North, as it was then called, had been for some time rife in 
Adelaide. Reports were current that this discovery was of such an 
extent as to eclipse everything which had been seen or heard of, but the 
locality was wrapped in mystery, and by many was considered to be a 
hoax. At length it was proved to be a fact. The excitement this 
discovery caused was unprecedented ; the richness of the ores and the 
extent of the outcroppings were soon placed beyond a doubt. The tide 
having turned in favour of prosperity, arrivals from England were 
daily expected with a large amount of capital, and if so the prize would 
be lost to those first interested, so it was made mamfest that nothing 
short of a special survey of 20,000 acres quickly demanded would secure 
the prize. The strivings and rivalries and exciting articles and com- 
mmmcations in the papers were unexampled for some weeks. At length 
two Associations were formed. They could not agree to coalesce further 
than to club ^eir money together to form the necessary fund of £20,000^ 
required to be deposited to secure the claim, to be after survey sub- 
divided. 

The two parties of gentlemen between them acquired this splendid 
property of 20,000 acres (on which was subsequently opened one of the 
richest copper mines ever worked in the world) by paying into the 
Treasury me said sum of £20,000. Out of the first stn^B^les to form a 
party with sufficient cash at command, two associations were formed, 
which by some wag were named '* The Nobs and the Snobs f not that 
men of each party were not as colonists equally respectable, but amongst 
tiie snobs were a few retail storekeepers and humble people, with whom 
the nobs would not further combine. The survey of the special block 
beinff auickly made, and in length lying northerly and southerly, it was 
dividea into two equal parts by an east and westerly line. On the 
northern half the first great surface block of ore existed — afterwards the 
Burra Mine. On the southern half had been discovered indications of 
large copper lodes — afterwards named the Princess Royal Mine. Well, 
on the fortune of the two ffreatjspeculating parties being decided by lot, the 
rich Burra fell to the snobs ; and, as it afterwards proved, the deceitful 
Princess Royal to the nobs. In the successf til Burra Company were a 
large number of small contributors. In the Princess Royal p»iy were 
fewer individuals, and amongst them Captain Bagot, Mr. F. S. Button, 
and other proprietors of the Kapunda mines, together with a few out- 
siders ; so part of the unsuccesnul Association had their own valuable 
previously acquired mineral properly to fall back on and eny)y^ ojid 1^^ 
public generally who had no direct mteiest "ww^ ^^\M&fe^'?r^^'^ ^Ric^<2Kv 
©f Dame Fortune, The Princess Royal pioi^TVy 's^w^ ^«t ^ ^ccaR^ ^«s^^^ 
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as a mine, but though large copper lodes were found to exist and to carry 
eirery usual symptom of permanency, the ores proving what the miners ctdl 
*^ dredgy," was ultimately abandoned as a mine and the land sold as a 
sheep run, and fell into the hands of a fortunate sheepfarmer, Ifr. A. 
McC/ulloch, and is now occupied by him, there he still resides ; and dis- 
penses his annual bounties to the inhabitants of tiie adjoining mining 
townships. 
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CHAPTER XLI. 



Captubb of Escaped FaisoNERSy Bbll Ghambebs ; Cabtsb, a Sydney 
Escaped Convict ; and Dybb, a Bubolab — ^Balk of an Inspectob 
OF Police. 

Black Joe, who has already appeared as having laid the police on the 
cattle stealers, as described in a previous chapter, has again to appear in 
this as perf orminff the same service in leading to the recapture of BeU 
Chambers and Collins (the former a notorious character), who together 
had been guilty of stealing cows from Mr. Warland. They had been 
caught, committed for trisi, and had escaped from gaol, adding two more 
to tnose who gave double work to our police until a suitable gaol was 
built. At the same criminal sessions at which these two men were tried 
the wife of Collins was also tried for the crime of shop-lifting and sen- 
tenced to seven years imprisonment. 

Mr. Alford on a certain day was met in Hindleynstreetby Black Joe, 
who said he was about to call at the barracks to give information, and 
asked the Sergeant-Major if he had not been out seeking Bell Chambers ? 
" Yes, what then have jrou to tell me about him P" *' Well, he and 
Collins are hiding in the tiers ; they were at my coffee shop last night for 
food, and they promised to come again to-ni^ht, and if you will come out 
I will give them something stronger than milk in their coffee, which will 
be sure to detain then." On receiving this news, Mr. Alford on his way 
to the Police-station called at the Old Gaol, to let the Governor (Mr. 
Ashton) know that he had got information which would give him great 
pleasure. On hearing the news Mr. Ashton accompanied the Sergeant- 
Major to the Police-station to have an interview -mm Inspector Stewart. 

Mr. Ashton and Inspector Stewart arrived in the colony together, 
both having served in the London detective police force with such credit 
that they luul been sent out with promises of good appointments under 
our Gk>vemment, and which they obtained. On hearing from the 
Sergeant-Major the due he had obtained. Inspector Stewart decided to 
take charge of the party himself, assisted by Mr. Alford. Mr. Stewart 
being Inspector of foot police, a quiet and safe horse was kept especially 
for ms use, as he was not a skilled horseman, and Mr. Asnton's duties 
were not of the cavalry order. Mr. Ashton requested of his friend and 
old comrade to be allowed to accompany the police, and it was so 
arranged, one of the strongest of the police horses being furnished to 
him, as he was a heavy-weight, and not at all calculated to undergo a 
night expedition in the Tiers with ease to himself and nag ; but he was 
so anxious to be present at the taking of Bell Chambers that he 
determinedto encounter the inconveniences of a night 6xcux«i<yE^.. Bf^ 
Chambers subsequently gave much tiou\Ae to MJli'^ ^o^^rost ^V^Os^a^c^w^^^ 
and on one occasion when a break out oi T^n'aOTL'bTii\fflA\»«s^'^^^ 
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a file of troopers being called out to aid the gaol guards^ was remoyedl 
to the strong room at the police barracks, and] there 'kept heayily^ 
ironed. 

Some time after dark Inspector Stewart; with Sergeant-Major 
Alford and the stout Governor of the Gaol, started for the Mount Lofty 
range. The^ did not arrive at Black Joe's hut till after midnight. The 
Sergeant-Major was ordered to knock at the door. On Black Joe- 
answering; he was asked to open the door to friends who wanted refresh- 
ment. The party dismounted and entered. On being asked who he had 
got there, by My. Alford, Joe replied — 

** Two chaps who came in late for something to eat, and^aaked to 
lie allowed to be down before the fire, as they were tired." 

" All right, Joe, don't disturb them ; now get us an early breakfast,, 
as we are hungry, and have been beating about some hours.'' 

The men on the fioor appeared to be sound asleep, but after a time 
were roused by the loud talk, and one of them (Chambers) sat up 
rubbing his eyes, when he was thus addressed by the Sergeant-Ma j or : — 

" Hullo, Chambers, what are you doing here 1 You know me V 
(The officers were wrapped up in overcoats with felt hats slouched over 
their faces.) "Now, Bell, come forward, here is your friend, Mr. 
Ashton, looking for you. Here, Ashton, is one ofvour lost birds." 

On this Mr. A. came forward, and said, " Well, Chambers, how 
could you put me to all this trouble to come after you through the dark 
night, over this rough and hilly country. You shoidd not have put me 
to all this fatigue and annoyance ; you s^e you are now in the hands of 
the police, ana you will have to march to town secured by them." 

The two men were soon in handcuffs and chained to the Sergeant- 
Major's saddle, and after a tramp to town were placed in safe custody. 

A later notable instance of troublesome " experiences " our officials 
had to put up with in the way of an escape from gaol was that clever 
dodge successfully carried out by a runaway convict from Sydney of the 
name of Carter, who, in compliance with authority from the Govern- 
ment of New South Wales, had been taken into custody, and been 
secured in the new gaol, to which, even at that early time, it had been 
necessary to add another ward to contain female prisoners. This ward 
was a westerly extension of the premises which nad been erected by 
Colonel Crawler, the original capacity of which he considered to l>e 
sufficient ; but was not found to be so, and an enlargement was therefore 
conmienced, and to do this the high outer wall had to be broken through. 
The ward or yard in which Carter was confined was surrounded by an 
inner wall, with a course of open brickwork commonly adopted on the 
top of prison yards and outer walls. Carter was detained with other 
runaway prisoners and some who had been sentenced to transportation 
for crimes conmiitted here, until a vessel could be chartered to take the 
lot to Sydney. Carter was celebrated as the first prisoner who got clear 
off from the new and secure establishment, aiid he soon after added to 
his celebrity a fresh crime — namely, stealing a horse, saddle, and bridle 
on his way overland, before he could cross the Murray Biver ; after 
which, on nis way back under police escort, he succeeded in making a 
second escape. The mare he stole was the property of a Mr. Gemmell, 
in the Bremer District. The blacks gave mioTm%.\.\!cm ^ the police 
stationed at the Wellington Crossing, w^o ^ea\, oxjA. wA c».\jl^\. ^«t\Kt, 
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wliose intention was to cross by swimming the stolen horse across the 
liTer somewhere about Wood's Grossing, and a few miles north of 
Wellington. But I must return to e^lain how he first got out of Mr, 
Ashton's hands. He was confined with a number of criminals 
in No. 1 yard. The prisoners, after roll-call in the morning, 
were let out of their cells and allowed to exercise themselves 
in the yard, secured as I have explained. They had a strong long- 
handlea broom which they were required to use in cleaning 
their cells and the yard. This broom, in the hands of a tall man 
would reach within about four feet of the top of the solid wall and of 
the open loose brickwork, there being a much higher outer wall, 
with a wide space between the two, in which guards patrolled 
day and night. The escape of Carter was not discovered until after 
the roll was called oyer prior to the prisoners being locked up in 
their cells ; to be occupiea according to regulations, the rule being one 
or three to be placed in each cell. On the evening of the escape, when 
Kennedy, the turnkey, had called over the names and obtained no answer 
from Carter, and having searched around he cast his eyes to the wall and 
saw none of the loose oricks displaced, he then became the butt of the 
prisoners, who jeered and laughed at him. ^'He could not fly over the 
wall.'' " He must be somewhere." " Is he in those boots r " Look 
in that place in the comer."' ^' You are in for it, Kennedy, you have 
allowed the man to escape," &c. The distracted turnkey soon brought 
Mr. Ashton on to the scene, but no light was then obtained. The police 
were soon on the alert. Before I give the account of their hard work I 
will relate what Mr. Ashton was afterwards able to get out of the 
prisoners and from the guards as to the manner in which this escape was 
made. First, Carter was placed by his fellow-prisoners with his face to 
the wall, with one foot on each of the shoulders of a tall prisoner, then 
the strong broom in the hands of two stout prisoners was placed against 
the wall, so that the escaping man could step upon the head of it. The 
broom, with Carter on it, was then raised gradually imtil he could grasp 
the solid wall by passing his hands into two of the lowest openings of the 
loose bricks. His next step was to raise himself so as to peep over, to 
watch when the nearest guard had passed out of sight. But now comes 
the most marvellous part of the exploit — ^how he managed to raise him- 
self further, steady nimself, and stride over the open brickwork, and 
then lower himself to the ground without displacing any bricks or avoid 
making a noise not to have been heard above that which the prisoners 
would be keeping u^ ; or how he was able, unruffled, to meet the guard 
on his return in pacing backwards and forwards on his short beat is a 
mystery. The prisoner had in some unknown manner become possessed 
of an ordinary carpenter's linen or cotton jacket and cap, which he had 
put on, and had in his hand a pencil and a fold of writing-paper, on 
which he was making notes when the guard presented himself, whom he 
iiddressed, sa3ring, ** Good day, guard ; I am the contractor for additional 
sentry-boxes. I am required to inspect the one you use as a pattern," 
and. then moved towards it and entered, jotting down his notes, and 
then with a parting polite remark passed round towards the opening, and 
addressed a second sentry with the same remarks. On the outer wall 
masons were at work, ana when he came to ^eai^i^^W3fift.^,«sA^^^^^^ 
An air ofacrutiny. I should mention t\iatt\ie g^xji-w^^o^ ^^^J^'^ \iJ^*siaaSKssv^ 
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of this escape were soldiers from one of the two companies which win- 
then nanted to us by the Imperial Government on our paying for theoft 
The nrst puard whom Carter passed and imposed on would natoralfy 
suppose him to be a tradesman who had entered and passed the twfify 
guards who were on duty at the opening at the outer wall. On W 
goii^ out the other guards whom he afterwards addressed would alio- 
think that he had entered by the main gate, and had passed the guards 
placed there. As he passed out he said, " Otood evening, guards." Look- 
ing at the sentry-box, he said, " Ah, I have taken the dunensions of the 
one inside ; I see they are constructed alike ;" and putting up his pendl 
and notes he walked quietly in the direction of the city, and so cleverly 
made his escape. 

He was next heard of as on the way to the Murray River. A trooper 
from Wellington was sent after him, and in f ollo¥rin^ u^ information re- 
ceived from natives after his arrival in the Bremer District got the inf oiv 
mation that a horse, saddle, and bridle had been stolen a few hours before 
from a Mr, Gemmel. The trooper hastened after the horse-stealer, amd 
before Carter could cross the river above the Wellington crossing-place 
had him in custody, and with him and the stolen horse return^, and 
called at GemmeFs station that the owner might claim the horse, where 
he was invited to alight with his charge, and both to take some refresh- 
ment, which the horses and men greatly heeded before the long journey 
to town was undertaken. The trooper was so unguarded as to enter witn> 
his host into an inner apartment, leaving Carter to take his meal in 
the outer room. Of course the owner of the horse was highly pleased 
at the early recovery of his property, and the police officer was enjoy- 
ing the liberal treatment offered to him, but in a very short tune, 
on taking a peep to see how his prisoner was getting on, found, be 

§ referred Ids liberty before the indulgence offered nim, as he had ouietly 
ecamped; and altiiiough his footsteps were immediately foUewed,a8iie had 
a thick and extensive scrub country to cover his fliglit, he was not heard 
of in that district (he was handcuffed at the time^, and the trooper had to 
return to town wiui the stolen horse riderless, and give in the unsatis- 
factory Import he had to make, which led to a severe censure and loss of 
stripes. The Commissioner now considered it necessaay t& dispatch 
Sergeant-Major Alford and two troopers after such a slippery customer. 
T^ey left town with instructions from Mr. Tolmer to trace l^e man from 
where he was lost, and to continue on until he was found. To carry out 
these orders the Sergeant-Major took a supply of rations for sereral days 
for himself and the men, and started for the Bremer. Having t^ere 
received such information as Mr. Gemmel could give Mm, wh£ii was 
very slight, he commenced a search of that scrubby district, and arrived 
at the Tinpot Station, belonging to Mr. Harriott, and there remained for 
the night. He was told that a man having the appearance of a sailor 
had called and asked for work about a week previously. The men at 
this station Mr. Alford knew to be of the prison class, on which account 
he asked only a few questions, and allowed them to think he was after a 
runaway sailor. One of them asked Mr. A. '* Has the man you are after 
committed murder Y* " No, he has not, he is only a bolter.'* The man 
added " If he had done that we would have helped you.'' Mr. AMatd 
boB explained to me that he has always found that men of the class 
known as profesaed or " good thievea^^ -wiiii noX «ic,t^Ti xa»x^<»^t%. H« 
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not told liere whicli way the Btranger bad taken when he left the 
hat The Inspector after a night's rest left for the district of Mount 
Torrens, heating about, and not pasi&ng a hut or place likely to harbor 
the escaped man. On calling at Mr. Dunn*s place, at Mount Charles, 
he get the first trace of the person he was hunting after, and was told 
that a nian such as he described had called there asking for work, and 
after receiving a feed was sent to'the South Australian Company's sheep 
station, and told that wool-]jressinff was going on there. On this Mr. A. 
followed him up, and on arriving there found a man who had formerly 
been in the police force, and felt he could relv on any information he 
could afford. He stated that a sailor-like looking man had called and 
a^ed for work, and he had sent him on to Mr. Gilbert's place beyond 
Mount Crawford. The Inspector here told the ex-policeman that the 
man he was after was Carter, and was answered, " You will catch him — 
he left here yesterday.'' On the following day, towards simdown, tbe 
party came to one of Mr. Gilbert's out-stations, near Pewsy Vale, 
intending to make the head-station. On calling at the hut, they 
found no one within. The Sergeant-Major, seeing a man on the opposite 
zise bus^ removing hurdles, ordered the two troopers to remain at the 
hut while he rode towards the man at work. On approaching him he 
saw he was unnecessarily re-shifting the yard, which had evidently been 

S itched on to clean ground already. Ue also saw that he kept his head 
own, and failed to look up, as miffht be expected of him on his hearing 
the approach of a horseman. So he hailed him, and said, *^ Hold up your 
head, man, and let me see your face ; who are you ?" On his looking at 
his questioner, as he was compelled to do, aware of three armed men on 
horseback at hand, Mr. Alford said — ^' Hullo, Carter, is this you? I 
have had trouble enough after vou." The two troopers, seeing a signal, 
quickly joined. Carter beggea of the Inspector not to take him, and 
was told he must go quietly. " Ton know, Carter," said the Inspector, 
I do not allow men to escape from me ; I have my duty to perform." 
He was then handcuffed and taken to Mr. Gilbert's head-station, where 
they were hospitably entertained that night, and in the morning a horse 
was lent for the prisoner to ride on to town. They remained one night 
at Gawler Town. Sergeant-Mapr Alford delivered up his prisoner after 
a trip after him of over fourteen days. In justice to the police officers 
and privates it should be known that when away on these excursions in 
those days the men employed were at their own expense, and had to rely 
on the hospitality of settlers or to stay at their own cost at public^ 
houses, so it was not likely thej would remain out longer than actual 
duty required. The above narration is only a description of one of the 
many long journeys which were necessary in bringing to justice the 
numerous delinquents who visited us. 

The following account relates particulars of a subsequent and most 
daring escape from the new Gaol by an American black, a fine tall man, 
named Dyer. He had arrived here as a sailor, and with a companion of 
the same race as himself had for some time been living in a cave in a 
fuHj between Brownhill Creek and the River Sturt. Thev had broken 
into and robbed several dwelling-houses, amongst others Mr. Hogarth's, 
on the South-road, and Mr. Whistler's, to the south of Unley. After 
much hunting they were at length caught and comxmiXj^^ 1^^'\.t^s^^«s^^ 
imprisoned in tbe new Gaol. This man I)3eit,>Qfevni|^ ^bV-wA-^ l^or^ ^^v»i 
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appointed wardsman of the yard in which he was placed. When he 
required water he called to the turnkey through the small ^ifrating in the 
door of the yard, and it was the custom to let him out to fill ids bucket 
at the tap in the outer court. He must have been aware that the external 
gates were being opened to admit a dray with a load of firewood for the 
use of the prison ; for as the dray was entering through the gates he was 
let out of the yard by the turnkey, when he seized this opportunity, and 
quickly placing his bucket down he boldly rushed past the two sentinels 
on guard with loaded muskets and ran like a deer up the road, risking 
the fire of the guards, and got clear off unharmed. Mr. Ashton was at 
the time at the window over the gateway, and viewed him running 
across the West Park Lands towards the Cemetery at such an extra- 
ordinary pace that he was not overtaken, nor was he heard of till some 
months later. The police at length got the information that the black 
man was working at Mr. Gold's dairy station, on the Upper Para. 
Inspector Tolmer and Sergeant-Major Alford, with two troopers, started 
during the night, and arrived at the dairy station about 4 o clock in the 
morning. Mr. Tolmer and the men, in positions around the premises, 
waited quietly for daybreak. With the nrst streaks of dawn they began 
to search the premises outside the hut. One of the men gave notice that 
a man was running from a building, which they afterwards found was a 
detached dairy, and goin^ with speed down the steep bank to the creek 
towards a waterhole. This trooper dismounted and gave chase. The 
others got down with their horses as fast as possible and crossed the 
creek, so as to give chase if the fugitive attempted to escape up the 
opposite rise. He had, however, jumped into the deep waterhole, the 
trooper following him, when a struggle took place in the water. The 
black managed to keep his opponent under water till he was nearly 
drowned, and until he was rescued from his clutches. The trooper, by 
getting a short grip of his sword, managed to pierce the side of his 
antagonist. When the nigger was dragged out of the waterhole he was 
found to be all but naked. When the police began to search the 
premises. Dyer, who was lying in the detacned dairy, hearing them, and 
nnding he would be unable to escape by the door, stripped himself to his 
shirt, in order to squeeze himself through a small hole at the end of the 
building, looking towards the creek, and away from the searchers. To 
effect this was no easy job, and then, if he had not been seen by the 
quick eyes of one of the men, and had gained the waterhole, he might, 
by keeping his body under water and covering his head with fli^, have 
escaped detection. But he failed in this ; he was secured and replaced 
in gaol, and in due time transported. These recitals show but a small 
portion of the evil doings of some of our misguided fellow creatures, 
but they are due to our first Governors and the ofl&cers and men of our 
police force in the early days, as showing what severe and anxious duties 
they had to perform. 

I have recounted some of the difficult and trying expeditions on 
which our police were engaged in capturing bushrangers and other 
depredators, and I will now relate Superintendent Inman's experience, 
in following erroneous information which he received as to the where- 
abouts of three bushrangers whom he was most anxious to capture, 
which might have terminated in a txag^csi, but ended in a ludicrous 
manner. I am able to do this by giving likft s\i\3a\.wie,^ ol ^'s^xu(^^:&\\Q«l. 



■ 

Experiences of Colonial Life 229 



a diary kept by Mr. Jno. Garruthers, who landed at Port Adelaide on 
the l&th <^ December, 1839. 

Hie first impressions, from the appearance of the City of Adelaide, 
and from the depressed state of business in general to which he found 
the colony reduced by the first crisis, were very discouraging. At the 
time he and his friends were beating- about to look for a residence a hot 
wind was 'blowing, and the dust was so great as almost to obscure the 
vision, the houses — such as they were — being dotted about, with wide 
gaps between them, and of no imposing appearance, most being weather- 
board or piz^. Having got the use of a three-roomed wooden hut they 
found the heat within hard to bear, the thermometer outside standing at 
120 degrees. Under all these discouragements, however, when they were 
able to get a view of the beautiful hills they felt much cheered. 

On seeking for information and guidance as to what to be about, 
they found so little confidence expressed in the place as to business 
matters, and that all the land near the city had been taken up, and no 
encouragement for them to embark a small capital in business without 
the almost certainty of losing it, as they heard so many had done, that 
they decided to make a tour and spend a little time in exploring the 
gullies and hills immediately to the east of the city, and to wait for 
better times. To carry out this plan they followed up the course of the 
River Torrens, and after entering the Gorge, proceeded a few miles 
upwards, until they came to a shelving rock forming an open cave, 
situated on one side and above the bank of the river, with a rich alluvial 
flat in a bend opposite. After a rest it was proposed to make a temporary 
residence there by facing the front of the cave with a wall of wattled 
teatree and thin poles, all growing contiguous, and so occupy such a cool 
and retired place until some openings in business for them turned up, 
one advantage in the meantime being they would be husbanding their 
resources, standing rent free, with abundance of wood and water. 1 now 
continue in his own words—*' For the present, instead of going in to 
purchase surveyed land at a distance, we decided to squat for a time in 
the cave we had discovered, and to make it habitable. We cleaned out 
the place, and put up three rough bunks, and having walled in the front, 
considered ourselves snug and safe ; but we soon found we had made a 
mistake, for after the police had in vain had more than one party out to 
capture three bushrangers who had been committing depredations on 
settlers, some busy person gave information to the police that three men 
were living in a cave above the Torrens Gorge, and we were at once sup- 
posed to be the parties they were in search of. In consequence, a native 
of the Adelaide tribe was secured to accompany Superintendent Inman 
and three troopers, who arrived in front of our cave, which was about 
fourteen feet aoove the bank of the river, and some yards back from it. 
Between the bank and our front was a patch of fern and scrub, and also 
the same on the opposite side of the stream. After we had retired to 
rest we heard a rustling noise as of cattle. One of the party said he 
heard the footsteps of men, and it was proposed to fire one barrel of a 
gun over the door, when if the noise were from cattle they would 
make off. The gun was fired and the challenge given, * Who's there V 
No answer, and t£e noise in the scrub ceased, so it ^^& ^c»\i<i^^^^ Sk^^^x 
the visit was from bushrangers, and ioui ^n^ "s^et^ %X. orckR^ \Q»^fe^>viis\^ 
we remained on the watch all night, "but no «A.\Afi^V ^^ xaa.^^* CyB.*sisyfc 
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lint ttieak of lig^ app a arin g, one of the party w«nt to the door aad 
looked onty and diseoTeied four men under trees ontiie oppo at e aide of 
the gullT with guns in their hands, who were hafled with, ' Who are 
TOO, and what & yon want f The Superintendent replied, ' If joa are 
honest men, torn out and show jonrselTes.' This order was immediately 
complied with. The nert cvder was, ' Tonr names, and hy what ship 
did you arriTS V Oor immediate answer prodoced on their disappointed 
coimtenances a most ludicrous effect Then a friendly jonction took 
place, and Mr. Lsman explained that when the gon was fired he decided 
at once that he had the boshrangers at hay, and waited to make a rash at 
early dawn, and, when discovered, were drawing near to rash upon us. 
We showed him our four loaded guns, and assured him if he had made 
the attack the preyious night we should have resisted, as we took them 
for the bushrangers, and nad determined to defend our lives and pro- 
perty. Our reconciled enemies partook of coffee or rum and departed on 
their return to the barracks, somewhat contented with the barren result 
of their nijirht-watch, as they had not suffered much in remaining in the 
bufth during an Australian summer night'' 

And so ended the inglorious ** Watch on the Torrens." 
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CHAPTER XLII. 



DiSCOVSBY OF THE STOLEN Me&CHANDISE EXTBAGTED FROM CaSES ON 

THE Port Road ; and the Capture of the Receiver, Peter 

SiDD. — MtTRDER OF A NaTIVB — ThE ACTIONS OF KiNG JOHN. 

Black Joe has more than once appeared in these narratives as having 
rendered assistance to the police in giving information to enable them to 
arrest criminals. On this occasion he comes under notice as connected 
with one of the many depredations committed against the trading com- 
munity by carters on the Port-road before our first railway was 
constructed. In this instance he led unintentionally to the discovery of 
a quantity of valuable merchandise, and to the detection of a wholesale 
receiver of the stolen goods. On a certain Sunday Sergeant-Ma j or 
Alford, with one trooper, was out on duty in the Tiers. At this time 
Sunday was rarely a day of rest either to officers or men of the mounted 

Eolice force. The Sergeant-Majoi', amongst other places, called at Joe's 
ut in the splitters* quarter of the Mount Lofty Range, where he found 
some company assembled. I should mention that a discovery of an 
extensive roboery of valuable goods had been made some time before. 
The things were abstracted from two large cajses which had been 
delivered to Mr. Beck by a Port carter, and the cart note had been signed 
as for safe delivery, the cases to all external appearance being all right. 
The cases of goods were afterwards purchased from Mr. Beck as per 
invoice by Mr. Macgeorge, and removed to his store, not having the 
alightest appearance of having been broken open. One of the invoices 
represented an assortment of valuable silk goods ; the ^ther, men's made- 
up clothing. The goods were paid for by Mr. Macgeorge, and after 
remaining a short time on his premises they were opened, and it was found 
that the merchandise had been removed, and, in place of it, the basis 
filled with old rope, bags, and brickbats. As they had not been opened 
and examined after leaving the ship, the carter, who lived at Hindmarsh, 
could not be charged with the crime, and the abstractors remained 
undiscovered, and Mr. Beck hpd to refund the money he had received, 
no clue being obtained or traces of the stolen goods discovered for some 
time. 

To return to Mr. Alford, at Black Joe's. Mr. A., at first sight of 
Joe and his wife, noticed that both of them were rigged out in new 
clothes of a superior stamp to those they generally wore ; so he entered, 
and remained in the hut, making no remarks till the company made 
themselves scarce. In the meantime he had been using close out \m- 
noticed observations. He preceived that Jo^ l\«ji %q\. ovjl ^ %vi^ <^irJ^ 
suit, with a sUk handkerchief unhemmed tOMxA^DA^ \vw^\ ^CwdX '^ka "^^^^ 
bad on a new silk dress : so as tlio coast TivaA ^<a«t\i'& ^:»J^ft^"i^^ ^si.^^K*s^^ 
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Mm to take off his neck-handkerchief, and on his wife to appear. 
He now demanded of Joe where he got the goods, on whicn he 
expressed much surprise, saying, " What is the matter, Mr. Alf ord ; I 
bought the goods honestly." " Well, both you and your wife must talke 
them all off — they are stolen goods--«nd tell me from whom you got 
them, or I shall take both of you into custody, and you will have to go 
with me as prisoners. Further, what other goods have you got ?" % 
this they produced more of the silk and other goods, and Joe said to the 
Sergeant-Major — "I have been in the habit of supplying Peter Sidd 
with timber, which I cart from the sawyers and splitters. You know 
he deals in timber, and that he keeps the Scotch Thistle. He pressed 
me to take goods in part payment. I got the goods all right from, him 
without any doubt, as he is a publican, and carrying on business under 
the eyes of the poUce." ** Now show me what other goods you have 
got.*' On this he and his wife took the officer into th^ir bedroom and 
turned out the remainder of the piece of silk from which the gown had 
been made, and sundrv other articles of merchandise, all of which were 
rolled up in two parcels and taken to town. Joe was ordered to be in 
town the following morning. On Mr. Alford*s arrival at head quarters 
he immediately reported the discovery he had made to Mr. Inspector 
Gordon, who communicated with Mr. Beck. He, on viewing the goods, 
claimed them as having been abstracted from the broached cases. In- 
spector Gorden then, with Sergeant-Major Alf ord and some men of the 
mounted police, visited Peter Sidd's public-house. The officers left the 
accompanying policemen outside, and entered by the back door, which 
they found open, and within were some men amusing themselves 
at a game of cards, who soon all left, glad to be allowed to depart. The 
house clear of strangers, Inspector Gordon informed the landlord that 
he had come to search his house, and in the meantime he would not be 
allowed to leave. The search was then made, and in one of the rooms, 
which they found imder lock and key, was discovered the greater part of 
the goods which belonged to Mr. Beck. Peter Sidd was then taken 
into custody and removed to the lock-up, and the house left in charge of 
policemen. 

On the following morning, Monday, the receiver of stolen goods was 
brought up before the Police Magistrate. The goods were also brought 
to the Court in spring-dravs. The charge of receiving goods knowing 
them to be stolen was made and proved against Sidd, and he was com- 
mitted for trial. Mr. J. H. Fisher appeared for him, and succeeded in 
getting him out on bail, producing two sureties, who were bound in large 
amounts, as well as the prisoner, but he did not appear when the time of 
trial arrived, and his bondsmen suffered. He escaped, it was said, witii 
plenty of money. As Mr. Beck recovered the larger part of his goods, 
and the Government made a considerable haul imder the forfeited bonds, 
no great exertion was made to recover the delinquent ; nor does it appear 
that any sufficient evidence was obtained to ]ustify a charge being laid 
against the carter who delivered the cases. Peter Sidd, after his escape, 
was afterwards heard of as having purchased a small craft at Swan River, 
and as engaged in trading trips. 

I may here mention that not long after the escape of Peter Sidd from 
punishmentf Mr, Inspector Gordon taaled. m \i\% Vi^th, and after linger- 
ing^ a time ^ed of consumption. He waa amoi^ ^ii^«in»s^^ vyioaEKu^^ 
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man, and universally respected. He was liigHly connected, and was said 
to liave been disappointed in not coming into possession of a large pro- 
perty in Scotland. He had served in the Indian army as a commissioned 
officer with honour. The hijzrh estimation in which he was held by the 
head of the police, by his brother officers, and by privates of both arms of 
the force, was shown by the large attendance at the public funeral which 
was given to his remains. He was buried with military honours, and his 
resting place is marked bv a handsome tomb which was contributed for 
by members of the police force. I have mentioned that Mr. Inman 
whose name has frequently appeared in these papers, was the first Super- 
intendent appointed on the formation of the police force, and an account 
has been given of his having survived most severe wounds inflicted by 
the natives after he had left the force. After he left the colony for Eng- 
land he became a clergyman of the Church of England, and is now, as I 
am informed, ablyperforming the higher duties of a parish priest in tiie 
town of Derby. His experience here, either in office or in his attei](ipt to 
establish himself in private pursuits, was not such as to lead him to make 
further attempts as a settler in South Australia. Those who knew him 
will rejoice to hear of his continued success in the high calling he has 
undertaken. 

On the death of Inspector Gordon Sergeant-Major H. Alford was 
promoted to the rank of Inspector of mounted police, in the year 1849. 

As an occurrence of some interest, I have to relate that in the 

month of September, 1841, 1 went in company with a Mr. S (a new 

arrival) and the late Mr. John Emery to a cattle station on the Light, of 
which he was the manager, to select a small dairv of cows from the herd 
of cattle undor his char^. We started on horselback from Adelaide late 
in tiie afternoon, intending to remain at Gawler Town for the night. On 
our arrival there we found that the house at which we put up our horses 
was full, with no beds for us. Accommodation in those days was very 
scanty, so we had no choice but to sup, bait our horses, and push on by 
moonlight. About the time the house was closing we started under the 
guidance of Mr. Emery, and made the station a little before sunrise. On 
lousing the people in the hut, we found them a long time in turning out, 
and then very unusual excitement was exhibited, especially by the stocks 
keeper, Roach, who pretended that he thought we were blackfellows, 
and produced a gun with a broken stock, the barrel being severed from 
the stock, and complained to Mr. Emery that the blacks had been killing 
calves, and he was now without firearms. He was aware we were 
coming out, and by orders had mustered the cattle on the previous day, 
and a large number were in the yards for our inspection. After an early 
breakfast the stockkeeper said there was a special mob he wished to get 
in, and which he had missed the day before, and he hastily moimted ma 
horse, and started with the ostensible purpose of bringing them in to 
give us a larger choice. I saw him start ofi in an easterly direction from 
the hut. A large patch of scrub was in sight from the station to the 
west. The country for some miles was flat ; to the. east and north a 
iumble of hills shut in the prospect, so he was soon out of sight. 
Having nothing to do until his return I wandered alone to higher ground 
to obtain a good view of the country. "W^ Tas^^ "^oAiB^^ ^^wmj^ ^ ^«5srwst 
of the wegtem scrub in approaching t\ie st&Xvm, wafti \ ^«wa^Xa v^^HiB& 
extent of it Looking steadily in that dxt^oi^oTi \ ww ^V^xefeTassa^^^^ 
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into it as if he came from a north-east direction, and not long aftev- 
wards a great smoke arose in the part of the scrub where I had seen tiie 
horseman enter. This, at the time, I did not think sin^ar, but as con- 
nected with what I have to relate might haye been an important link in 
bringing to punishment a cruel murderer. But I must mention I did not 
see the horseman leave the scrub, and when Roach was seen returning 
his approach appeared to be from a different quarter, and the distance 
of the man on norseback, as seen by me, was too great for roe to have 
sworn to his identity. When Roach returned he had no cattle with 
him, and those already in the yard were sufficient in number and in 
quality to enable us to select such a draft as was required. Having 
obtained our quantity we started, after a station dinner, for Oawler 
Town, leaving the cattle to follow, to be delivered in Adelaide. That 
night we stopped at Robertson's Hotel in Gawler Town, and had a 
comfortable night's rest. At the breakfast table next morning we met 
Dr. Moorhouse, the Protector of Aborigines, and before we had con- 
cluded our meal the kind landlady brought in a little native 
girl of about twelve years of age, who, before the com- 
pany, in a mixture of broken English and native words, 
told a pitiful tale to Mr. Moorhouse. She said that she and her grand- 
father were sitting down in a scrub eating kangaroo which blackfellows 
killed and went away, leaving her and the old man to follow. Whilst 
they were sitting down in scrub a white man on horse, with a gun, said, 
" You have killed a calf." We said, " No, no spear — eating kangaroo. 
White man plenty growl, and then he shoot old man grandfather. I ran 
and hid in scrub, andt hen came on to Gawler Town, where white woman 
gave me tucker last night and let me stop for night, and then she tell me 
Mr. Moorhouse in Gawler, and me come to tell him all about white man 
shoot grandfather." We did not then understand the locality where the 
murder had been committed. Mr. Moorhouse lost no time in taking 
police with him and the poor native child, believing her distressing tale, 
which he found perfectly correct, as I was made aware of some time 
afterwards. She charged the stockkeeper, Roach, with the crime, and 
guided the Protector and the police to the place in the scrub, where 
they found the body of the murdered old man, partly burned, and Roach 
was at once taken into custody. This man was from one of the convict 
colonies. I should have mentioned that we found in the hut two 
strangers, who said they were out looking for country, and had been at 
the station the whole of the previous day. The evidence of the child 
was unsupported. Roach brought forward the two men, who swore 
that they nad been with him the whole of the day, and that he was 
never out of their company or in that scrub on the day the child swore 
to ; and so the prisoner was discharged, to appear when called upon, 
although the child positively and without hesitation said he was the mian 
who shot her grandfather.. 

After his discharge Roach mounted his horse to return to the North, 
but before he had well passed North Adelaide his horse reared with him 
and fell back on his rider, and in the fall his neck was broken, and so he 
died, and met with a punishment he richly deserved, as I have no doubt 
on my mind he committed a cruel and cold-blooded murder upon a poor, 
unoffending, helpless old man. Thia \& lillixQ oui^ ol «k VNaWn^ua murder 
of an old mao, a native, by % 'white|'w\n6\il Yt«^^^^l «i^?aJ^\A, 
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My first experience in giving employment to the natives in a regular 
way was after I left and commenced farming in the Mount Barker dis* 
trict. They picked up and hagged potatoes and did other farming johs. 
On one of these occasions, after wor£ was finished. I was talking to them 
at their camp in the dusk of the evening, on the side of the hiU ahove 
mv premises, when a large meteor appeared (the largest I ever saw) 
whicn came from the east, at an apparent slow pace, showing larger and 
larger as it approached. I supposed it fell to the ground at or on the east 
side of Mount Lofty proper, hut I was informed it had heen seen crossing 
the plains of Adelaide. At the camp were a large numher of blacks, 
many of them employed by neighbouring settlers. They no sooner saw 
the meteor than they cast themselves with their faces on the ground, 
uttering one combined and long-continued hideous yell. When the 
meteor had vaBished all I could say did not pacify or relieve them of 
•their fright ; they persisted in saying it was devil-devil, come to kill 
blackfellows. On rising early the following morning I was greatly 
surprised to find the cnmp entirely deserted, nor did I see any of them 
till months afterwards, when some of them again visited me. They told 
me in distressing tones that many of the tribe had died through the 
coming of the big one fire. They undoubtedly had been suffering from 
some kind of fever, for those who had survived came in a most pitiable 
state of emaciation. They had suffered far away from the help of white 
men. I may mention that I have often given them medicine, which they 
were always eager to take, and so made excellent patients ; the more 
nauseous the taste, the more they approved of it. 

This tribe belonged to a piece of country on the banks of the Murray, 
«alled by them Wall. We called their cnief King John, and the name 
«f his chief lubra was Monarta, which was considered so pretty a name 
the whites never changed it. King John and Monarta often paid me a 
visit, and I set apart a small hut for them. He was a very good work- 
man, and kept good order when I had a number of them employed. On 
one occasion John appeared anxious to tell me something. At last he 
pointed to Monarta at a distance, and said — " You see Monarta ?" " Yes, 
what then you mean ?" " Well, by and by a piccaninnie come." 1 then 
found what had filled his heart with joy. This was Monarta's first 

Sromise, and all other children by his other lubras had died. He was 
oatingly fond of children. I introduce the above particulars to lead to 
what follows. ^ 

After they left this time I did not see them for some months, when 
one day I saw two wretched black women slowly approaching. They 
did not, as usual, first visit the kitchen, but passed on at once to John^ 
hut. I sent a female to see what was the matter. On her return she 
said Monarta was crying, and would not speak; that her hair was cut 
short, and there were large gashes on her head. I now went myself and 
questioned them, asking for John. At last Monarta blurted out — ** John 
no more stop along of me ; he say he kill me ;" and then she put her 
hands up to inform me who had battered her head, and burst into a 
lamentable cry. After a pause I asked, '^ Where piccaninnie V' I had 
now touched on the cause of all this distress. I got no answer from 
Monarta, but the old woman said, '' Piccaninnie dead \ ImtclV^V^ ^^^s-^tc^ 'xsl 
scrub." After much trouble I got out ol tYiem. \Ja»X "^'crMwtXsw ^^^:5». 
walking tbroafcb big one scrub, plenty lnot ^^, xio ^^\.«t, ^2sSl^ ^saSs. 



236 Early Eecollecticma and 



blanket on her back. John gone long way, child plenty cry, cry all same 
as wild dog, so she put him down and left him." On my expressing 
horror at her action, she justified herself by saying " You see, master, 
he all same as wild dog." It appeared from the state she was in that 
John did not accept such a justification of her conduct, but beat her 
almost to death. It was many months before John became reconciled 
to her. He and the wreck of his tribe subsequently fell on my hands to 
procure for them the annual dole of blankets and a few necessaries. The 
tribe is now extinct, the few remaining alive having joined another 
diminished tribe. The last time I saw poor John I was walking along 
one of our most crowded streets, when I saw two young black men 
leading an old and blind native, when one of them, on seeing me, must 
have mentioned my name, for the old fellow cried out, ''Where's my 

master P Oh, my master, Mr. B ! where is he ?" Now all eyes 

were on me ; but I could not resist the impulse to go to my old friend, 
although several gentlemen standing at the door of an hotel were {^eatly 
amused as he called out my name loudly. On my approaching mm he 
cried out, " Oh, my master ! my master r and, tiirowinn his arms round 
me, he kept patting me on the back in a most loving manner. I did not 
heed the laughter of some of the many spectators. I was rather proud 
of being the means of the exhibition of so much affection from a poor 
benighted black fellow-creature. 
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CHAPTER XLIII. 



Pboqbbss of Agbicultubk. — ^Invention of the 

Rxafino-Machine. 

In this chapter I shall describe the progress in farming operations and 
the successive annual yields of ^ain as estimated from the number of 
acres cropped. By this record it will be proved how soon a small band 
of agriculturists cnanged the condition of the colony from one of impor- . 
tation to that of exporting breadstuffs, after suitable land was procuraole. 
1^ the yeax 1838-9 a crop from about 20 acres was gathered, grown 
within the city, yield nominal. Harvest 1839-40, about 3 20 acres were 
cropped, yield, say, 25 bushels to the acre, nearly all in Adelaide or in 
the district. Harvest 1840-1, 'the breadth under wheat 1,059 acres, 
estimated yield 21,180 bushels ; in barley, 388 acres, yielding 7,760 
Ibushels ; in oats, 424 acres, yielding 12,720 bushels ; under maize, 192 
acres, yielding 2,88J bushels. Total acreage, 2,503 acres. 

At this harvest I had good crops on my small patches of wheat and 
potatoes ; my seed wheat, which had been raised on town acres, had cost 
me 15s. a bushel. I had a few bushels of this, my first harvest, beyond^ 
what 1 required for domestic use and seed, for which I got 9s. a bushel. 
We now obtained our flour by the use at home of a handmill, which 
some neighbours had also used, and so commenced private independence 
as to bre^-f ood against imported flour. To turn this mill was a change of 
work, either before or after ordinary long hours of daily labour. (See 
Appendix — Agriculture. ) 

I will now give an account of my own experiences in the harvest of 
1842-3, and in the conveyance of the crop to market. Prices had fallen 
considerably and buyers were scarce. My crop was in condition for 
hand-reaping before the end of December, but I could not procure 
reapers before the 24th, as men had been earning large wages on the 
plains. Harvesting hands had been so scarce that the soldiers had been 
allowed to lay down their arms and take up sickles, and many soft- 
handed gentlemen had also turned out to give their doubtful but well- 
intended assistance in the emergency. On the 24th December, 1842, 1 
was able to induce five men to accompany me, and I conveyed them to 
the farm. I did not allow them to work on Christmas Day, but they 
had Christmas fare. I engaged to ^ve them 15s. and one bottle of rum 
an acre, with rations, for hand-reaping. The crop was dead ripe, the 
heads drooping with the weight of the plump grain. On the 25th a 
fiery hot wind was blowing, and continued on the following day, when I 
expected the reapers to start work, but they were miscdng. I found 
them at the nearest grog-shop. After some double I got them away to 
atart work on the following morning. Befox^ «k «tf:^'ft-^%»»\^si^\si^^*^^ 
crop, the Joss in shed wheat was o-vet on^ \svji^^ \.o ^^ ajss^-j ^ssSi. %. 
further loaa necessarily followed in 'harveA'Cm^. 
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Immediately on my return I took one of the men, the most sober of 
the lot, to see the over-ripeness of the crop, and by what transpired it 
will be seen how providentially, out of the difficulties of my situation^ 
the idea flashed upon me as to the possibility of thrashinc: a standing 
crop of wheat, and which idea, on being worked out, has since wrought 
such a beneficial result for the colony at large. 

On taking this man into the crop and pointing out to him its over- 
ripeness, and how careful they would have to fie in performing their 
work in handling the standing crop and in binding, calling his attention* 
to the shed grain on the ground. (I was standing a short distance 
within the crop.) And to show how tender the heads were, with the 
full grain staring us in the face out of the ^ping chaff, I passed my left 
hand, with my fingers spread, under and just beloi^ the ears, allowing 
the straws to pass between my fingers, the ears being close to the palm 
of my hand. I then struck the heads with a sweep of the edge of my 
' right hand, and held out my open hand for the man to see the clean 
thrashed wheat in the hollow of it, most of the chaff having been 
tarried away. (I must here mention that before this occurred I had for 
many weeks been pondering over plans for applying machinery to a 
standing crop, and had passed many sleepless hours in bed, and had been 
remonstrated with by my good wife, who said I should lose my senses.) 
Before I moved from my position in the standing corn, I stood in a sort 
of amazement, and looked along and across the fine even crop of wheat. 
The ideas I had in vain sought for now suddenly occurred to me, and I felt 
an almost overwhelming thankfulness. I did not move, but sent the man 
for a reap-hook, and caused him to cut me a small sheaf of wheat, which 
I took into the barn. There, holding a bunch of it in a perpendicular 
position, I struck the ears with a circular sweeping blow upwards, using 
a flat and narrow piece of wood, and found the thrashed grain to fly 
upwards and across the floor ; and thus I satisfied myself that the grain 
would bodily fly at a tangent up an inclined plain, when struck by 
beaters, and that a drum, as in a thrashing-machine, would not be 
required to complete the thrashing, and so felt I had gained the correct 
idea for a field thrasher, and that a segment below the beaters would be 
apt to cause the wheat to be carried round, and so be lost. All this 
occurred in 1842. 

I afterwards lost no time in exhibiting a rou^h drawing to many of 
my neighbours (some of whose certificates I hold, as see appendix), but 
I got no encouragement, but from my of t-recurrence to the subject was 
sometimes told I had lost my senses. 

The crop was reaped, and the reapers were settled with, and allowed 
to return home. 

Before carrying and stacking was undertaken, I had to consider how 
I could get over the thrashing, as a thrashing-machine was not procurable^ 
and the price asked for hand-thrashing was a shilling a bushel, cleaning 
and bagging extra. 

Many months before this harvest I had anticipated a great fall in 

price, as well as the other troubles I have described, and had procured a 

large number of store and breeding pigs. I decided to have the grain 

beaten out at the heads of the sheaves only, without unbinding them, 

and engaged several German "women iioTQ."H»i«idQ.Tf^ with their curious 

fails, and a number of blacka to sa^^Vf ^^ \\a^^«t% ^m^ ^^ ^^vi^*^ 
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to lemove them as so partly thrashed, and to place them on frames around 
a larffe contigruous pig-yard, to be ready to be thrown to the pigs in fatten- 
ing dem. The sheayes were left out in shocks in the field, and were 
earted in to the unskilled thrashers as required, and so the expense of 
stacking was saved. I counted the cost by this novel process of thrashing, 
cleaning, and bagjging, to be about 6d. a bushel, in the absence of a 
winnowing machine I had the assistance of natives, and got up a good 
sample by casting the wheat against the wind. 

Next came the carting the wheat to town over the hills on the 
natural surface, with very little improvement from the hand of man. 
Now, bullockdrivers demanded ten shillings a day and expenses, so I 
undertook to drive one team myself, and stfu*ted with a driver to conduct 
a second team. This was my first attempt to pilot a team of eight 
bullocks over such a chain of hills. I could comfortably handle a four^ 
in-hand team^of horses, but I was not up to the skilful management of a 
team of eight bullocks, i^tibough I had, as a matter of course, the 
handiest cattle for myself. The first rises accomplished successfully, in 
goin^ down a stee]^ pinch my polers fell, and Larry, a favourite beast, 
sticking his horns into the ground, went heels and body over head, 
and his neck was broken. The next job I and my man had to do was to 
{nepare and dress the carcase, to avoid a total loss, and then to seek pur- 
chasers amongst the nearest splitters, to whom I had to dispose of the 
beef at a nominal price, altnough the bullock was in prime condition. 
He cost me twenty pounds, so my loss was considerable. With this 
delay we were unable to reach Adelaide that day. In making other 
trips that season I had sundry other accidents, but shortly afterwards 
improvements in the roads were made. 

Immediately the thrashing was over, the fattening of the pigs on 
the partly thrashed sheaves commenced, and so the preparation for the 
knife and salting trough began. The pigs had water at hand, and whilst 
feeding themselves were doing good work in treading their bedding into 
a macerated bulk, as a valuable return to the land for crop taken off. 
Here is presented a striking change from famine prices for consumers to 
xuuremunerative prices for growers, with the ruinous rates of wages 
necessitating the introduction of machinery, about which I shall have 
eomething to say before I conclude this chapter. 

I sold my wheat of this harvest, pfirt at four shillings, and remainder 
at three shillings and sixpence a bushel. I estimated that about one- 
third was left in the sheaves and given to the pigs. 

It was not long before I commenced to kill and cure hams and 
bacon, and used a smoking-house. When I had about three tons ready 
for the market, I carted the same to Adelaide, where, on going wearily 
about from store to store, I found I could get no offer for the whole lot, 
and less than four pence per pound for small quantities, and to take part 
out in stores. I declined these conditions, and when at a loss what to do 
I met Mr. A. L. Elder, who on hearing of my unsuccessful attempts to 
obtain a customer, ordered me take the lot to his small warehouse, then 
in Hindley-street, and gave me fourpence a pound, cash, for the lot, 
which he shipned to the Mauritius. I was glad to hear from him some 
time afterwaras that the shipment met with a good market. 

I may here mention that at this t\xno ^xvmA >Qe^\ vsAxsix^ievi^xv ^<st«tk 
proevaMe at from one penny to three i^ence a "^xoA. 
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After harvest work was done and I had time 'to visit Adelaide, I 
met with the same lack of encouragement wherever I spoke of my 
discovery for a locomotive thrasher, except from one individual only at 
that time. 

A sort of club had been formed of town gentlemen, who, with 
farmers, used to dine together at an ordinary at Payne's Hotel (now 
known as the Exchange Hotel, in Hindley-street), and here discussions 
on agricultural sub jectsused to be introduced. Out of this gathering acorn- 
mittee was formed^ called the '^Corn Exchange Committee." I can remem- 
ber some of the names : — Messrs. Alderman Peacock, Bentham Neales, 
Joseph Johnson (of the Reedbeds), Hamilton, and his partner Henderson, 
corn merchants, tneir managing clerk, Thornber, Q-. Stevenson, Weaver, 
Southam, Herbert, Robert Smith, Hogarth, and others. The necessity 
of some contrivance to aid farmers in harvesting having been made so 
apparent at the previous harvest, the committeemen who had been 
appointed took the matter up with zeal, and gave notice in the papers 
that they would be prepared to give a reward for the best invention to 
be exhibited to the committee, and advertised a day for the first meeting 
to be in the month of September following (1843), so as to allow time 
for the construction of machines before the coming harvest. At this 
time more than one machinist was engaged in constructing ordinary fixed 
thrashing machines, and, in consequence, of all those who were setting 
their wits at work to bring out a field-machine none gave their energies 
and thoughts to the principle of a mower or cutter, except myself. I 
did not waver ; I had placed my ideas and plan before the late Mr. 
Thomas Hudson Beare, and he was the person to whom I have alluded 
as the only one who saw the correctness of my plan, and he set to work 
to oblige me, and constructed for me a working model entirely on my own 
principle, and was with me when it Jwas exhibited before the Com 
Exchange Committee on the appointed day, when a number of models 
and plans were also presented, nut mine was the only one which proposed 
to deal with the heads only, as see the reports in the Observer and 
Begister papers. (See Appendix A.) At this meeting Alderman Peacock 
was in the chair, and the committee passed the resolution at the end of 
this paper. But there was one person present at the exhibition, neither on 
the committee nor an exhibitor (Mr. J ohn Ridley), who approved of my 

Erinciple and afterwards adoptea it, and a short time before the next 
arvest (1843) constructed one machine which embraced my ideas of a 
horizontal projecting comb, and revolving beaters driven by belts from 
the carriage wneels. Old colonists will remember that this first reaper 
was propelled by a pair of horses working behind the machine, harnessed 
to a long pole ; but even with this awkward rig, the principle of taking 
the grain and leaving the straw standing was proved to be the right 
thing for the country and climate. 

Harvest 1843-44. I give the estimated yield of this season 
to have been 280,000 bushels. I had a fine crop of over 30 bushels an 
acre. A few standing crops were gathered by Mr. Ridley's first machine, 
the only one constructed tnat season. Mr. Ridley after employing it on 
a few of the standing crops he had purchased, as weU as some of his 
own near Adelaide, was kind enough to send me a man with horses and 
tnachine, and by this means my ciop waa^athfiT^d. Prices fell materially 
after the iSrst field-machine sample tQ8Al[ie^\]^eTQ»xVfi>\.. ^«^«tA2L %isa. 
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thrashing machines had heen constructed, and were at work at the 
stacks. I may here mention that one of the arguments against the 
stripper, and which was much dwelt on, was that the crop having to 
remain until fully ripe and heing harvested and bagged in such a dry 
state became flinty. Well, as soon as the way of shipping to England 
was found to answer, the dryness of our grain became iin advantage, us 
it arrived in such good condition as to maintain the top price in I^ondon, 
as it has always done against the world. It has also been said the lana 
by the use of this system of harvesting is both exhausted and rendered 
foul. To these complaints it is answered that the fault is in growing 
wheat after wheat, which is neither necessary nor wise, and was only 
adopted as a necessity when the fara*s were small, and now under more 
liberal land laws is inexcuaahle, 

December, 1848. — As I have mentioned, I had been favoured bv Mr. 
Ridley with the use of the first machine which was constructed to thrash 
a standing crop. I exnlain I had a large yield, and sold part of it at 3s. 
6d. a bushel, but coula not dispose of more than a few loads, and was 
advised to ship the remainder of the crop I had for sale by a vessel about 
to start to New Zealand ; and I hurried the stock down and consigned 
the same through an Adelaide firm to a house in New Zealand. After 
patiently waiting for the return, which, to my great inconvenience, 
proved a blank, the report came that the whole cargo was condemned as 
unsound. A large quantity of smutty wheat being placed on board above 
mine, the whole was condemned and sold as a damaged cargo, and I got 
no return, and had only to console myself that the proceeds of the sale 
was admitted to have covered freight and charges ; and so the bulk of 
my crop was a total loss of as fine a sample of wneat as was ever shipjjed. 
Before the following harvest Mr. Marshal constructed mv first macnine, 
and Mr. Ridley built more than one machine. Other colonists also took 
advantage of my public gift of the invention, which I made the day 
after the Committee gave their decision on the merits of the plans pre- 
sented. (See Appendix.) To Mr. Thomber, the Honorary Secretary of 
the Com Exchange Committee, I entrusted m^ model, with the expres- 
sion that it was at the service of the public, and so it has remained. 
The machine built for me by Mr. Marshal differed from all others at first 
built, as I disnensed with a drum, and had a long inclined plane, which 
was in accoraance with my first ideas, and has since been generally 
approached. 

Copy of report extracted from Register, September 23, 1842 : — 

" At a meeting of the Com Exchange Committee, held at Payne^s 
Hotel on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday evenings, when thirteen 
drawings and plans (models) were exhibited, it was resolved that this 
meeting, having carefully examined the models and ^lans submitted to 
it, is of opinion that no machine has been exhibited which the Committee 
feel justined in recommending for general adoption ; but the plan of Mr. 
Swingler presenting some ideas which the Committee is desirous of 
seeing developed in a working model, they have awarded him the sum of 
three pounds to place one at their disposal. 

" (Signed) Wm. Peacock, 

" Chairman of Committftft " 

Note.— No notice of any action aa to >i)tkft ^Njmv ^Cawj ^wwa^tjA. 
wortbj of support was ever made i^\x\)\\c. K \v?i o"l ^^ ^^dSss^-^sc^ 
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shortly after the meeting constructed cutting machines, which were 
never successfully used. The one desired to gather the grain only, as 
has been shown^ was adopted by Mr. Ridley in the first instance, and its 
value proved by him. The inventor of it and Mr. Ridley (who con- 
structed the first machine on the principle) have been spared to rejoice 
in the yearly-increasing benefit the same has conferred on the inhabitants 
of South Australia. 

In concluding this chapter, I would wish to contrast 1839-40, 120 
acres, yield 25 bushels each acre=3,000 at 15s. a bushel, £2,250, with 
1874-75, 839,638 acres, yield 11 bushels 45 lbs.=9,862,693, at 5s. 5d. a 
bushel, £2,670,729. It must not be forgotten that the £b*st of these crops 
was from good virgin soil. The second from a large proportion of second 
and third-rate land, and much of it reduced in productiveness after 
years of the usual colonial exhausting courses of wheat after wheat, as 
long as a fractional yield can be got. Remember also that this result 
was not obtained until after Mr. Strangways supceeded in carrying his 
Land Reform Bill, with the principle of crecfit to agriculturists, by 
which the land sharks were bamed and farmers enabled to obtain larger 
quantities of land direct from the Government, prices per acre also ruling 
higher, to the benefit of the land fund. 
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CHAPTER XLIV. 



Loss OF THB Ship Lady Dbnnison with Convicts, also the 
Voyage of the Brig Punch with Prisoners. 

Amongst the early experiences colonists had to endure of visitors from 
the convict colonies, I now give the closing scenes of two of the ship- 
ments of transports, which will add materially to the dark side of the 
history of the opening days of this colony, which in so many other re- 
spects were so hright and pleasing. 

On the 17th of April, 1860, the Lady Dennison was engaged hy our 
Oovemment to convey ten long-sentenced prisoners to Tasmania under 
the charge of three constahles. Sixteen passengers were also in the ship. 
It was alterwards reported that amongst the passengers were some con- 
federates of the convicts on hoard. Of this unfortunate ship no tidings 
have ever been heard. It is unknown whether she went down with all 
hands or was taken hy the prisoners ; and, if so, as a matter of course, 
Captain Hammond — her commander — his crew, constahles, and passengers, 
were all killed, excepting any who might have assisted or joined the 
prisoners. Written information was received by the Government shortly 
^ter the discovery of gold in Victoria that one or more of the escaped 
prisoners had been seen on the Victorian diggings, but no confirmation of 
such a statement has been made public. 

To follow the brief and sad account of the missing Lady Dennison, I 
may with pronrielv quote the description of the narrow escape the captain 
of the brig Punch, nis passengers and crew experienced, on a voyage 
shortly afterwards from Port Adelaide to Hobart Town. What took 
place on board I have learned from a gentleman, one of the cabin pas- 
sengers, who, shortly after he made the trip, committed the occurrences 
to paper, and has obligingly allowed me to use the same. 

*' The brig had been taken up and chartered by our Oovemment to 
convey twelve long-sentenced prisoners, to expiate their breaches of the 
law by penal servitude in Tasmania, or Van Dieman's Land as it was 
then called ; but this I did not know till I got on board. At this time, 
and for a short period afterwards, our prisoners were sent to one of the 
convict colonies, either to Sydney or Tasmania. Li addition to twelve 
prisoners, the captain accommodated two cabin passengers. I should 
say three, for a female, the wife of one of the prisoners, was allowed 
to take a cabin passage, and she brought on board a considerable quantity 
of lu^<^e y there were also four steerage passengers." 

l%e brig had amongst her prison passengers one at least who had 
been sentenced to a long term of impnsonment under a first conviction, 
4nd so had not joined ours from a convict colony. As I know the 
respectability of his connections, I do not publidi his name, as no good 
purpose has to be served thereby ; and as I suppose he may have obtained 
nis liberty long before this account appears in print, I trust his bitter 
experience of the consequences of wrong-doing will have produced «. 
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fayourable change in him. I may mention that on my passage from 
England he was as a youth engaged as cuddy servant on board the ship 
in which I and my family came out. One of the officers of tha ship 
inf orm^ed me he had been put on board in that capacity by an uncle for 
misconduct. I was not favourably impressed by nis behaviour whilst 
on board. After landing, he was successful m getting into a most 
rtspectable situation, but there so misconducted himself as to merit the 
severe sentence which was passed on him. But to continue my friend's 
notes : — 

, '^ On the day the brig Punch was advertised to sail for Hobart Town 
I found myself under the necessity of visiting Tasmania without delay. 
To take advantage of the Punch, I only had time to make hurried 
business arrangements and to pack up a carpet-bag. Thus prepared I 
started in one of the Port passenger-carts. In those days the passage 
between Adelaide and the Port was as uncomfortable as an enemy might 
wish it to be. Whem the full number the driver chose to jam in were 
seated we started. The road was as full of holes as it was posdble to 
be, so that when one wheel was out the other would be in ; or it might 
be that both would make a plunge into a quaghole at the same time, 
when there would be a unammous grunt from uie passengers, this being 
the only variety experienced in the seven miles' ride, being a sort (S 
introduction to an anticipated passage in a small brig jumping about in 
a short sea. After this miserable nde, on arriving at the btmk of the 
Port Creek, I found the brig abeady in the stream ready for a start, and 
was put on board by a Port boatman. On stepping on deck the first 
^ioDg which attracted my attention and surprised me was to perceive 
two armed sentries pacing the deck. On entering the captain's cabin I 
enquired of him the cause of the sentries being on board, and he, as if 
it was a matter of no consequence, informed me he had a number of 
prisoners between decks, but that if I wished for a passage with him I could 
nave half a cabin with a gentleman passenger already on board. I felt 
rather dashed by the position in whicn I found myself,but as my business 
was most pressing I took my passage with a sort of desperation, and 
feeling prepared to defy any ordinary discomforts, but I certainly little 
expected what did occur. 

^' I had arrived on board in an excited state f^om the hurry I had been 

Eut to in the short notice I had, and did not feel in my usual spirits, p^^ 
aps in part occasioned by this being my first trip on shipboard since my 
voyage from England, and with a very lively recollection of a narrow 
escape from wreck on that occasion, causing me to feel an imdefined 
dread of a cominj^ calamity ; but I certfdnly did not anticipate such a 
fright as we experienced, bejfore we arrived at our destination, which wsa 
notiiing less than an attempt of the prisoners to take the brig, and for 
which well laid plans had been made before we left the port of denar* 
ture, which to the captain, crew, and passengers would have resulted in 
idolent death in the contest, or in walking the plank if the ruffians' de- 
signs had succeeded ; but in their attempt to recover freedom they were 
sGLOst providentially frustrated. Our captain was a man over six* feet in 
stature and stout in proportion, with a fist and voice to create dread 
whenever called into play, so that when the first intimation of the 
prisoners' designs was revealed to us, and arms put in hands, our courage 
and confidence in our leader was aroused. Before any alarm was given^ 
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I liad observed in the captain's cabin a ^oo^ supply of weapons in good 
tyrder. Our captain bad tbe look of a joUy trishman, who rather bad a 
taste for a scrimmage. We were soon making good way down tbe Gulf, 
liaying been towed to tbe Lightship. I was informed that amongst tbe 
prisoners were several lifers, as they were called, and tbe remainder trans- 
ports for seven or fourteen years, and some returned runaway prisoners 
trom the convict colonies, and many desperate characters were amon^ 
them. On receiving this anything but cheering information, and seemg 
only three guards in charge of them, tbe nervous state of feeling which I 
liave described as mine at starting, was not diminished, and I heartUy 
wished myself on shore again, biit this I knew to be an impossibility, as 
no boat would be allowed to leave a chartered convict ship." 

I may mention here, to account for so many criminals being sent 
iiwajr at one time, that runaways from the neighbouring colonies were 
retamed in gaol until after a session when a sufficient number of 
sentenced men could be added to make up a number to justify our 
Government in chartering a suitable vessel. To some readers it may be 
necessary to repeat that for some years srfter the founding of this colony, 
the Governments of New South Wales and Tasmania still received our 
own sentenced prisoners, and justly so, as we had been supplied with 
plen^ of runaways and expirees from those colonies. Now we have to 
provide for our own criminals, and laws have been passed by our Legisla- 
ture to forbid the landing of persons of that class on our shores, either 
from the mother country or nrom the neighbouring colonies. 

" I now describe our passage. After leaving Port Adelaide every- 
thing seemed to go on favourably. The wind was propitious, and after 
turning in I passed a quiet and comfortable night. On passing Kangaroo 
Island we encountered a much rougher sea. Our brig was a smart craft, 
and our captain, as he afterwards explained, having the unknown^ fate of 
the Lady Dennison present in his mind (which was the convict ship 
previously dispatchea from South Australia), had under the conditions of 
nis charter made every suitable arrangement to keep secure bis prison 
passengers, and be was resolved, if possible, to avoid the supposed fate 
of the captain and crew of that lost ship. The 'tween-decks were fitted 
up in a substantial manner, the chain cable so arranged that refractory 
prisoners could be made fast to it by shackles, and his cabin well-f umishea 
with loaded firearms, cutlasses, &c. The cook was an old servant ofZthe 
captain's, and bad made many trips with him. When we were well^ at 
sea he came to tbe master witn an appearance of having something 
aerious to say. On his bein^ asked, * Well, cook, what do you want V he 

replied, ' Captain, I don't like your lady passenger, Mrs. B -, the 

wife of one of the prisoners, She has a good deal of luggage in her 
cabin, and I think there is something suspicious about it. I noticed one of 
ber trunks as being very heavv, and putting this and that together, 
I feel I must tell you wbat I nave on my mind. I have 
an engagement vdth a young woman ashore in Adelaide to marry 
ber, and she was quite upset when I parted with her. I told ber 
we were only bound on a short trip, but she kept on crying, and 
at last said, ** You will never come back, nor will tne brig ever reach 
Hobart Town, as I have overheard a converpation between the passenger 

(Mrs. B , whose service she had just left) and one of her friends to 

that effect." ' On receiving this vague tale the Captain became more 



246 Early Mecolkctions arid 



than ever on his guard, and on hearing on a subsequent night an unusual 
noise among the prisonerSi he went, accompaniea with the guards and 
part of the crew, all armed, and shacMed tne worst of the men to the 
chain cable. The prisoners had the appearance of men tmder the 
influence of drink, wnich must haye been smuggled to them. To explain 
how this might have been done^ I must state that an arrangement had 
been carried out soon after starting of bringing three or four of the 
prisoners on deck for air and exercise, and on these occasions the prisoner 

B had been granted the privilege by the guards and the ^ood- 

natured captain to hold a few minutes' conversation with his wife in 
her cabin. Before the captain went below after hearing the noise, Mrs. 

B begged of him in an excited manner not to do so, but he did not 

feel inclined to follow her advice, and, after securing some of the 
prisoners, turned in for the night, but like a miller, who is said to sleep 
with one eye open, he was alive to the slightest noise. When he was. 
ruffled he was a sort of demon, but when things were going on smoothly 
he was quite amiable and anxious to make all hands happy. We had 
not long retired again to rest, and before midnight the sea had become 
very rough, and uae brig laboured heavily, but above the noise of the 
elements a cry of one of the guards was heard. The crew and myself, 
and the other cabin passenger had been supplied with arms, and told to 
keep ourselves in readiness, and we were all soon on deck. We found 
the guards doing their best to beat the prisoners back from escaping up 
the main hatch, which was half open. Our captain was at the opening 
roaring with such vehemence and language as I never heard before 
that he would cleave in two any man who dared to come vnthin his 
reach. After a short struggle the revolting prisoners were driven back, 
and every man chained to the cable, with the threat from the captain 
that on any fresh attempt every blessed man should go over the side 
fast to the cable. On the following momiag the captain, accompanied 

by the cook, visited Mrs. B in her cabin, and addressed her in these 

words. He was very polite in his rough way : — 

" ' Mrs. B-^ , I am sorry to intrude on you so abruptly and early 

in the day. My only excuse is my anxiety for the safety al my ship and 
passengers.' 

** ' Captain, I do not understand you. What can I do to secure the 
safety ofyour ^ip ; what can you mean Y 

" * Well, maaam, it is no use mincing matters. I will be plain, and 
not keep you in further suspense. I have sufficient grounds to know Uiat 
there is a conspiracy between you and your huiS)and and the other 
prisoners to take the ship.' 

" On hearing this Mrs. B became as white as death, and quickly 

exclaimed, * It is false, it is a lie I I know nothing of such a conspiracy^ 
it is cruel to bring such a charge against me — an unf ortnnate woman,' and 
with a woman's last resource she burst into tears. 

*^ The answer she got was, * Madam, I must be firm ; and so I have 
at once to demand of you the keys of your trunks.' " . 

" At this she became abusive and refused to comply, and when she 

was told the cook would be ordered to break them open, she produced 

the keys. On the heavy suspected trunk being opened, pistcus ready 

loaded, with cntleiBBeBj &c., were found, also simdry dbarts and other 

requiaitea for a voyage. During tihiB exi^ofivae ^« ^oifiBXL,^<&\%«^^)^^ntib» 
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her head depressed with shame and fear, kept silence. The skipper 
ordered the confiscated arms &c., to be placed in the store, and addressed 
the involved woman thus : — -• 

" * Madam you see our information was correct as to what was in- 
tended to be carried out. . I have hitherto granted you every indulgence 
in my power. Now it becomes my duty to order you to keep close to 
your cabin for the remainder of the passage, and you will not hold any 
communication with your husband in. the ship. I shall take care of your 
personal comforts and see that your wants are all attended to ; but you 
must not attempt to leave your cabin, or to hold any secret communication 
with any person on board.' 

'* Chi this the captain went on deck, and called the passengers and 
crew to hear him. He ordered us to keep our arms in readiness, and to 
be ready to attend promptly to any call, night or day, and he added one 
of the crew to the guards. 

" There must be one universal opinion that the South Australian 
Government were highly to be blamed in sending so many prisoners with 
only three policemen as guards, e^ecially as before we left the opinion 
had become general that something fatal had happened on board the 
Lady Dennison, which had been dispatched such a short time before us 
with prisoners, and of her no tidings had been heard. The weather dur- 
ing the remainder of the passage still continued rough, dark, and foggy. 
The captain became quite anxious, as he supposed he was in the neigh- 
bourhood of the dangerous rocks called the Sow and Pigs, but we for- 
tunately passed without sighting them, ^nd made the mouth of the River 
Derwent, and with a fair wind sailed up that beautiful river, and soon 
obtained a pilot. On his coming on board his first question to our captain 
was if any tidings had been heard of the Lady Dennison. On our near- 
ing the wharf the usual officials came on board. The prisoners were 
ordered on deck, and were ranged, and their names called over. Before 
they were ordered over the side, where a file of soldiers were ready with 
fixed bayonets to receive and guard them, the privileged prisoner had 
the face to request to speak to our captain, and said : — 

" ' Captain, 1 wish to ask you if you will accept a small token from 
me as a memento of this voyage ? Amongst my wife's luggage there is 
a trunk which I wish vou to accept with its contents. In it you will find 
charts and other articfes which we intended to use if an opportunity had 
occurred. It is useless to deny that it was our intention to have seized 
the ship, and to have compelled part of the crew to steer for California ;. 
but we were foiled in our purpose, and we must now submit as patiently 
as we can to our destiny.' 

" The captain thanked him for his candid confession, but informed 
him that the present he offered had been In his safe-keeping some days, . 
and would be nanded over to the South Australian Government. And 
then the miserable fellow was marched off in a chained gang under a 
strong escort, the wretched wife from the side of the brig witnessing 
with floods of tears her husband's departure. It was reported that she 
afterwards entered into a small way of business, and in a certain time 
applied for her husband, and obtained him as an assigned servant under - 
the convict regulations.'' 
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CHAPTER XLV. 



Tasmanian Bushranobbs. 

This chapter will contain the narrative of the capture of four bush- 
Tangers (who had escaped from Tasmania) by Inspector Tolmer, of 
the South Australian police, and fivepolicemen, Captain Dashwood being 
South Australian Commissioner of Police at the tune. The particulars 
I chiefly obtained from Mr. Tolmer, and from one of the troopers 
named FarreU, also from confessions of prisoners and sailors from the 
whaler, imparted to me by Mr. Tolmer. 

The Inspector on his way to his office in the Police Barracks, on a 
certain day, was met by two men, who seeing him in uniform asked 
him, " Are you a police officer V* He answered, " Yes, what do you 
want ?" " We are two policemen from Tasmania ; we have a letter 
from our Governor to the Chief Secretary here relative to four desperate 
bushrangers, who have been the terror »f Tasmania for over three years, 
during which time they hate committed several murders, and for which 
crimes we have warrants to arrest them. It has been ascertained without 
doubt that they have shipped on board a whaling ship bound on a trip to 
fish off Kangaroo Island. 

Mr. Tolmer seeing the serious nature of the case, at once took the 
men to the Colonial Secretary, who, on reading the letter, sent the 
disguised policemen on to the Commissioner of Police. He immediately 
placed the matter before the Governor, who ordered him at once to 
proceed to Port Adelaide and obtain from Captain Lipson, Harbour 
Master, the cutter Lapwing, with orders to him to furnish the craft with 
every necessary for a trip to search for the four criminals, and to convey 
a police party on special duty. Every preparation having been made, 
the Commissioner, vdth Inspector Tomier and a number of police, 
embarked in the Lapwing, having Captain Lipson in command of the 
cutter, with instructions to cruise about the Gulf and to the southward 
of Kangaroo Island, with the view of falling in with the whaler. This 
was continued for several days, but as they did not meet with her they 
returned through Backstairs Passage and put into American River, 
Kangaroo Island, when Inspector Tolmer suggested to the Commissioner 
"that probably the men might have left the ship and have landed at Hog 
Bay, and u so would be likely to be harbouring with characters 
of their class who he knew to be resident there from his previous 
official yisite, when he had taken into custody depredators whom 
he had found in hiding in that locality. This suggestion was 
followed. The Commissioner, Inspector, and police, started on 
"foot to make their way through the scrub lying between them 
and Hog Bay. The Inspector had on a previous occasion made his 
wajr through the same tangled vegetatioii, wa^ x^crw ^iXiX^^ w^ ^Ide. 
k 'Captain Lipson had orders to take tbe cutter like lo\\sx^\xi^mOTio3i^ \xi\ft 
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Hog Bay to meet the party. On their toilsome journey^ about midday, 
they were overtaken \ij a violent thunderstorm and heavy drenching 
rain. At this time the Iiispector had to give in, finding he could not pro- 
ceed further without rest ; in his eagerness for the work, he had left 
Adelaide when he was under the medical treatment of Dr. Nash. The 
party now sheltered themselves in the best way they could under bushes, 
shortly after the storm had abated, the Inspector, feeling himself some- 
what recovered, they continued onward through the dripping scrub until 
they came in sight of the huts at Hog Bay. The whole party creeping 
on, suddenly made a rush with the intention of seizing the men, if there, 
before they could recover their arms, but only the usual inhabitants 
were found. The invaders remained in the huts that night. In the 
morning the cutter entered the bay, and the force embarked. As Mr. 
Tolmer was still seriously indisposed, the Commissioner decided to- 
return to Adelaide ; but before doing so he adopted the Inspector's sug- 
gestion to call in at Kingscote, and to endeavour to enlist the assistance 
of an isluider who had been some years on the island, and who was still 
squatting there. This man had been before the Police Magistrate in 
Adelaide under a charge of being a runaway from Sydney, but had been 
disdiarged through a defect in tne warrant on which he had been taken, 
but he was told Uiat if a Judge's warrant arrived he would be liable to 
be Inrought up again. The officers thought that he would be likely tO' 
render aid in the case on which they were engaged, as he possessed a 
sailing boat, and was in the habit of visiting the main. 

!nie Lispector having on a former occasion visited him, and knowing 
his habits well, was dispatched to obtain an interview with him, and on 
finding the man at home, explained what desperate characters he was- 
seeking to take, and the heavy crimes they haa committed, and offered 
on behalf of the Gk)vernment certain inducements to him. He was 
required to lose no time in communicating to the Government if the 
whaler arrived in which the men had left Tasmania, or if four men 
answering their description should arrive in a boat in any of the bays. 

The Inspector obtained full promises from this sealer to the demand 
to diq[>atch his boat with any information he might gain, and the party; 
left in full confidence that the islander would be as good as his word, ba- 
he knew a sword was hanging over him, and he naturally desired, with 
his family, to continue in undisturbed possession of the spot which he 
had made his home. The Lapwing, with her passengers, returned to 
Port Adelaide. A few days after their return, the Inspector as he 
passed the Globe Hotel, was addressed by two gentlemen, Mr. T. Giles 
and Mr. Weaver, who informed him that four men had landed from a 
boat towards the southern end of Yorke's Peninsula, and had engaged 
themselves to work for Mr. Bowdenon his sheepstations. Their account 
of themselves was considered improbable, ana altogether they bore a< 
very suspicious appearance. They stated they were whalers, and to the 
south of Kangaroo Island had been fast to a whale, which dragged them 
out of sight of their ^ip and tJbe island ; at last they were obliged to 
cut the line, and bore up as they supposed in the direction they would 
find their vessel, and kept on until they entered the Gulf^ and landed oii< 
the Peninsula;, hoping to get food, having none on board the whaI«-biQA.t.. 
They found a strancted whale-caM on iV^^oe^ic^i^ otx ^VvSa ^^^^^is?^- 
aevextd dajB, and kept along the coaat unlW \3lti«5 isia\. ^^ '^S^- ^S#s^^«a^ 
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This tale was too unlikely to be accepted as true hj Inspector Tolmer, as 
he knew no boat ever leaves a whaling ship with four men only in her 
to attack a whale ; he therefore lost no time in reporting the matter to 
his superior officer, the Commissioner, and they soon concluded that no 
time should be lost in f ollo^ng up the clue obtained. It was decided to 
send one policeman, disguised, to Bowden's Station, giving him the de- 
scription of the men forwarded by the Tasmanian Government. In the 
meantime the Tasmanian policemen who had arrived were kept out of 
sight. A private of the name of Farrell was selected to act on this 
dajigerous service^ which required much caution and prudence, as well as 
courage, as it had been reported that the four men nad stipulated with 
Mr. Bowden that they should be supplied with firearms, as they were 
afraid of the blacks, and arms were supplied to them. The next step 
for the officers was to see the gentlemen who had given the information 
and to ascertain when they would be leaving Port Adelaide for their 
stations. They replied that the cutter Midge, which was then trading 
between the Port and Oyster Bay, would leave for the Peninsula on the 
day following. An arrangement was then made with Mr. Weaver, who 
agreed to engage the disguised policeman as a shepherd in the place of a 
man who was about to leave him, and he promised that he would in 
other ways assist the police in pursuing the men " wanted." It was then 
^arranged that the man Farrell should at an appointed time the next day 
meet Mr. Weaver^ with a bushman's swag and costume, and be engaged 
by him, and his passage by the Midge be taken by his supposed master. 
All this was earned out, and at the appointed time the Midge sailed with 
master and man on board, and known only as such to the captain and 
-crew of the cutter. Farrell was charged by the Inspisctor to assume all 
the characteristics of a bushman, and to avoid his upright soldierly 
•carriage. He had served Her Majesty as a private in a regiment of the 
line, and had purchased his discharge and had entered the police force. 

The first arrangement carried out and the start made, in the after- 
noon of the following day the Inspector was met by two men who had 
arrived in the sealer's coat from Kangaroo Island. The man had fulfilled 
his promise in losing no time in dispatching information. The men 
brought a letter containing an account of the arrival of the whaler at 
the island to enquire after four of his sailors who had left the ship with 
four men wjio had joined him off Tasmania, the party on leaving his 
ship having stoleii one of his boats. Here was a further surprise and 
complication, for if eight had left the ship, and four only had wown up 
^on the Peninsula, what had become of the other four ? Had they been 
disposed of by the Tasmanian convicts, and more murders been committed! 
His first impression on reading the letter was that no fresh steps could 
be taken until he had information from Farrell as to the identity of those 
he was directed to report upon, as they might be the missing sailors ; 
imd then, where was he to look for the greater culprits? At this time 
the Gonunissioner had left town for nis country residence. In the 
dilenuna the Inspector decided to wait on the Governor, who considered 
that no time should be Jlost in getting a conununication with Farrell. 
His Excellency was pleased at the prompt action in sending the spy to 
^82t Bowden^s station, and considered it imperative that the Ixfipeetor, 
'imtb such a force as he considered neceeaarj^ ^oraW «k\»x\> \xl ^« \j»:^ 
"wing, and wrote a letter to Captam lA^aoTv,\T»Xx>ic^aai^"^a^ ^tss^w^ 
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and digpatcli the Lapwing to conyey the Inspector and his men to Oyster 
Bay, and to wait on nim there. The Inspector started with four nolice- 
men, Bold, Flogdale^ South, and Morgan, privates, and sailect that 
evening. Of the men he selected. South and Morgan are dead, Bold ia^ 
now station-master at Bowden, Farrell, who was sent in advance, after 
he left the police departed from the colony, and Flogden was last heard 
of in California. During the time I was preparing these papers Farrell 
returned from California, and from him 1 obtained the account of what 
occurred until he was joined by the Inspector and the four men named. 

Inspector Tolmer, having the highest opinion of the four men who 
accompanied him and of the man on the scent, considered he had a suffi- 
cient lorce, and the actions of the men in supporting him proved his con- 
fidence in them was not misplaced. Their night's passage proved pro^ 
pitiouB, and by earlv dawn they were approaching near Oyster Bay, and 
when about five miles from there they perceived two small cutters dredg- 
ing for oysters. Not wishing to be recognised as the Government cutter, 
with police on board, he ordered his men to lie down out of sight, and the 
gaftopsail was taken down, he also hiding himself. On consulting with 
tiie captain he informed Mr. Tolmer that the Lapwing was often taken 
for the cutter Elizabeth, and as he approached the fishing boats he pro- 
posed to hail them, and on their asking what craft he would answer the 
fHizabeth, with stores for Bowden. After this exchange of compliments 
he steered south, and on sighting the Midge cast anchor about half a mile 
away from her, to avoid raising any suspicion of the object of the visit ; 
this was especially necessary as a dray was seen on the beach with several 
men receiving stores from tne Midge. The Inspector wris much puzzled 
what step to take to obtain information of Farrell, and at last decided (he 
and his men still keeping out of sight) to dispatch his captain (Smith) to 
communicate with the captain of the Midge, and to invite him to return 
with him to the Lapwing. He was to be informed that the Inspector 
and men were on board, and that they were on an expedition to secure- 
four desperate bushrangers, that he might be aware now much caution 
was required to be exercised. 

The two captains returned, and an explanation was given to the 
visitor of what a critical situation the few inhabitants on the stations 
were placed, his own wife jfand children included,' who were on Mr. 
Weaver's station, until these desperadoes were secured. He was then 
pressed to assist the Inspector by leaving his vessel in charge of his men, 
and to go at once to Mr. Weaver's head station to ascertain what progress 
Farrell nad made, and if he could get a sight of him to inform him, as 
well as Mr. Weaver, that his officer and police had arrived, but to keep 
the matter quite secret from others ; to return as quick as possible, and 
if after dark to raise two small fires on a gentle rise pointed out. The 
captain consented, and started without delay. The Inspector kept an 
anxious watch himself tdl night, but no signals appearea. Soon after 
daybreak the same cart which the captain of the Midge told him was 
from Mr. Weaver's station and not from Bowden's, came down to 
the beach for a load of stores, and as the captain did not arrive at the 
flame time the Inspector became very anxious about his man Farrell. 
On the cart disappearing with its load he d^cidi^^^ Xjq "wX. «jcl «o^\si*^Bfe 
Buspezwe, and ordered Ms men to pTepax« tci\wafiL, wii^V^'^nfia.*^^^''^'^ 
put OB ahore in the cutter's boat. llSxv^ ^w«Kk ydl ^^^siSai <^^'Obra^*«m^'«*» 
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4unned with a carbine and pistol each, the Inspector with a brace of 
pistols only. On landing they ran and placed themselves under cover in 
4i gully close 
and to their 
was signallt 

party. He informed* the Inspector that Farrell Vas not at Weaver^s head 
station, but had been dispatched to one of Bowden's stations for some 
cabbage plants, which had been promised to Mr. Weaver, who thought 
49ending on such an errand woula enable him to see the men without nis 
real business being suspected, but Farrell had not returned. This 
information made the Inspector more and more anxibus about the fate 
•of Farrell, and caused him to decide to depart immediately to Mr. 
Weaver's head station. After following the dray track he came in sight 
of Weaver's Lagoon, and before they arrived at the station a number of 
dogs rushed out and cave notice of their approach, on which Mr. Weaver 
*came out, also several men out of their hut, as they were in for dinner. 
Mr. Weaver addressed the Inspector by name, and in such a manner as 
to convey surprise to his men, as he did not wish them to suspect he had 
received information from the captain of the arrival of the police ; and 
to a question he put Mr. Tolmer answered, loud enough tor them to 
hear, " We are after some runaway sailors." On their entering Mr. 
Weaver's residence he said, in an excited manner, " Why have you 
shown yourselves ? Farrell is expected every minute, and if my men in 
the kitchen become aware of what you are after they will be likely to 
svmpathise with the bushrangers, and we cannot tell what may happen.'' 
The Inspector stated — " I have determined to proceed at once to com- 
municate with Farrell. Is there a track from here direct to your out- 
station P" " Yes, slight wheel marks ; one of my men has been between 
the two places through the scrub with a dray. You can have him as a 
guide. You know him ; he is one of the prison class. " His guidance was 
accepted. He was ordered to get up two saddle horses, one for the 
Inspector and one for himself. The latter rode a mare which had a foal 
following her. After they had proceeded a few miles the guide said, 
" I have lost the track." He was then addressed by Mr. Tolmer, thus — 

^' Now, D , you are suspected to be a runaway prisoner from Sydney. 

You know by this time I am Inspector of Police. You have purposely 
lost the track ; my men shall find it again. If you do not render me 
assistance I shall take you as an escaped convict." The track was again 
found, and on proceedmg a short distance only the barking of dogs was 

heard, and D was then again cautioned. To add to the Inspector's 

difficulties, a number pt Mr. Weaver's horses had followed the mare and 

foal. A halt was ordered, and the man D was told to drive the 

horses back and to return without making any noise. On his return he 
was promised, if he faithf idly obeyed orders, favour should be shown 
him. He was now told to gallop up to the hut (it was now after sunset), 
ask if Mr. Bowden was there, and to look into the hut and see if any 
person was there besides the shepherd and hutkeeper, and to return with- 
out giving any token of any party being in the vicinity. He returned 
and said " only the shepherd and hutkeeper were in the hut." He was 
then ordered to take the horse Mi. Tolmei hc^d tidden*^ and to ride back 
to the head-ataiion^ driving the othei ^OTaes\>^oTe>\MXi. ^^ixVaa^^wstfcosfe 
the party remained quiet under biialiea, Ba n^t ^^V\jX. ^a-^^^Tss^sss^^^ 
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as to aroid dificoverii]^ themselyes. After a time the Inspector decided 
to send Morgan without his firearms. He had much the appearance of a 
sailor, having a sou'-wester on his head. He was to represent that he had 
lost himself m attempting to find Mr. Bowden's Station, to which he had 
been sent to giye information that the Elizabeth, cutter, had arrived with 
stores for Mr. Bowden. He was to ascertain if Farrell was in the hut, to 
ask for food for himself, and to be allowed to remain all night, and during 
the nieht to steal out if he saw a chance with information. He was after 
some time enabled to do this, and gave the following account : — ^* Farrell 
is in the hut. I have been lying before the fire with him. He whispered 
to me he had been at one of Bowden's stations, and had seen two of the 
men; they were all right. One answered the description completely, 
even to a very prominent mark of a wound in his face and hand. He 
heard of the other two men at another station engaged in putting up a 

hut." So it was proved D had attempted to deceive. Morgan was 

sent back, and told to leave the hut at the same time in the morning as 
Farrell left, and as early as possible, and to bring him to their ambush. 
The Inspector and the men had to remain in the open bush supper- 
less, and passed a miserable night without blankets. In the morning the 
men did not appear as early as was expected, and explained when they 
cUd present themselves that they had considered it better to consent to 
take oreakfast with the shepherd and see him off with the flock before 
any suspicion was excited. 

Now comes Farrell's statement. *' After leaving Adelaide and pre- 
paring himself with swag and disguise he started in one of the Port carts. 
On the driver stopping at the Half-way House he saw a gentleman who 
answered the description of Mr. Weaver coming out of the house to get 
into another trap, and addressed him, and said he was informed he was 
in want of a shepherd, and was answered, ' Yes.' After some further 
talk he was engaged to accompany Mr. Weaver to relieve one of his shep- 
herds, who had to leave on account of bad eyes. He went on board the 
cutter with Mr. Weaver, and on landing at Oyster Bay assisted the first 
day in conveying stores from the boat to Mr. Weaver's head-station, and 
the next day was sent to an out-station, where the shepherd with bad 
eyes had a nock ; but he was ordered by Mr. Weaver to tell the men he 
hiad to go to an out-station belonging to Mr. Bowden for some cabbage- 
plants, and to return with the plants again to the head-station before he 
took the flock from the man with the bad eyes. He managed to find 
Mr. Weaver's out-station, and remained there that night, and as there 
were only two bunks he had to roll himself in his blankets before the fire 
when he and the two men turned in. The two mates soon began to talk 
together, supposing him to be asleep. The hutkeeper said to his mate, 
' I say, as you are going to town when this fresh chap takes your flock, 
you might leave some of your things for those poor castaways at Bow- 
den's ; they are hard up for things.' To which the shepherd replied, ' I 
know they are ; I don't mind giving one of them a pair of boots ; 
the chap has his feet bound up in rags, and says they were hurt on 
the rocks when they were cast away ; and FU make up a bundle of 
other things I can spare. The lame one is cooking. I left uie sheep feed- 
ing, and went to their hut the other day. I am not to l<^«.^^^5^%vfiE^^^s^^ 
and FU leave the things with you.' To wloki^i \)aft V\iSks«^t ^tfe^^^^*-^ 
would take the things down to tlie ]^t c\lw^m^tt^^^sQ^.'VWi^»^«»!5^« *«i»^ 
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way.* ' Well, there's an old dray-track leads from this hut down there; 
f oUow tluit.' '' All this Farrell was eagerly listening to, and in the morn- 
ing askea the direction of Bowden's hut, to which ne was going for the 
^hhage-plants. Farrell had been told that both these men were old 
mg8| and therefore knew it would not do to seek any other information 
from them ; but felt assured he was on the right scent, and so as soon as 
he had breakfasted he looked out for the track, and following it some 
miles, sometimes over a sheaoak plain and sometimes through patches of 
scrub, at length made the hut, and passing an old sheepyard saw a bed of 
cabbage-plants. On entering the nut he saw the lame man at the fire 
baking a damper, and told him what he had come about. On his sitting 
down the cook handed him a pannikin of tea. On Farrell asking him 
what was the matter with his feet, he said his feet were cut in walking 
along the sea shore on shells. Farrell was told to go out when he had 
rested and help himself to cabbage-plants, and after returning with 
them and tying them up he sat down again. At this time a man came 
in for his dinner who cast his eyes on him, and muttered defiantly, and 
took a pistol out of his pocket and seemed to be ezamininer it carefully. 
Farrell avoided any apparent notice of him ; but at a glance saw he 
had a large scar on his hand and one on his face, answering the written 
description he had in his pocket. He assumed a yery unconcerned look, 
and left as soon as he could without exciting suspicion, and arriyed back 
at Weaver's out-station at sundown. Of course he was greatly surprised 
at the appearance of Morgan before they turned in, but they carefully 
assumed towards each other the actions of perfect strangers. In the 
morning Farrell had to appear to return with the cabbage-plants, and 
the other to seek Mr. Bowdeu. 

They managed to bring to the watchers in the bush a supply of 
damper, which was all the breakfast the Inspector and the three police- 
men got that morning, and they could not show themselves to get even a 
drink of water. 

The Inspector had now got all his men together to go to work with. 
The lame cook in Bowden's hut had told Farrell that his two other 
mates were at a new station which was forming near the shore of the 
Gulf. The Inspector was satisfied he had got all the necessary informa- 
tion to commence the arduous task of taking four fully armed, blood- 
thirsty villains, and he had now to adopt the most careful means to take 
them without bloodshed. It was fortunate that he could proceed 
lu^ainst them in detail ; he could rely upon his men being stanch and 
obedient to orders. The conflict must be reserved for a future chapter. 
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CHAPTER XLVL 



^ Sbabch fob thb Tasmania^ Bushbanqbrs (contincjbd). 

In the last chapter, giying an account of the first steps in the search for 
the four bushrangers who had escaped from Tasmania, after committing 
a series of outrages and murders there, and landed on Yorke's Peninsula, 
I have related with what expedition our Government acted ; how a 
policeman in plain clothes, or detective, as he may properly be called, 
was sent by Inspector Tolmer to the Peninsula and obtained full infor- 
mation respecting the outlaws before Mr. Tolmer and other troopers 
arrived ; also, how all preparations were [made for the capture of the 
ruffians. 

We left Mr. Inspector Tolmer and three of his men in the scrub 
near Mr. Weaver's out-station, where they had passed a miserable night 
in the bush, supperless, and without blankets or other covering. Farrell 
and Morgan, two of his men, having passed the night in the hut as 
strangers to each other, in the morning joined their officer. As soon as 
the shepherd had cleared out of the way with his flock, the officer with 
his five men proceeded under the guidance of Farrell to Bowden*s out- 
station, keeping under cover of scrub and the oak patches as much as 
possible. On coming in sight of the hut in which Farrell had seen and 
identified two of the missing men, and by his cool and simple manner 
had passed their keen scrutmy, and where they hoped to catch the run- 
aways, they saw a man on horseback leave the hut, and squatted in the 
scrub out of his sight. Farrell explained that this was Mr. Bowden 
going to the man at work on the waterhole. Farrell stated his confidence 
that the blind adopted of calling for the cabbage-plants had. suc- 
ceeded in removing all suspicion as to the near approach of the 
police. Although the scoundrels were to be taken in detail, the Inspector 
considered it necessary to act with the greatest caution, so as not to 
expose himself and his men to avoidable danger, or to anticipate the 
<X)ur8e of the law. Farrell, in compliance with instructions, had led 
them to a cover at, and as near as possible to, the gable-end of the one- 
roomed hut. Soon after the disappearance of the horseman, they crept 
as silently as possible onwards. At this time, fortunately, a very heavy 
wind was blowing, enabling them to creep unheard round to the door, 
which was found to be closed, and had to be opened by a string-latch, on 
pulling which and opening the door a man was seen in the act of putting 
a leg of mutton into a boiler on the fire. He was suddenly rushed and 

E laced on his back, handcuffed, and told if he made any noise he would 
e sUenced by a b^. The door was closed. He was seen to have an 
injured foot wrapped up in rags. The man did not exhibit au^ 8l8x\!;^.^ 
but kept smiling and attempting to speak, M\^mu\.\.«t^^^^''"^'3ViL«x'ft^^&^s8st 
fova husbraDgera ; you may catch thiee, Wt -jou -^r^ \i^^» ^^\. Vsvict? ^^ 
was again cauHoned, and remained qmet, %m m>i>Q. «Q. «ai»sfc\ e^t'^.^^ss^ 
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of countenance. The Inspector was puzzled, as the man did not exactly 
answer to any of the descriptions he held, but still he was found as a 
mate with them. The constables were placed so as to view through 
holes in the slabs all approaches to the hut. Morgan, on his look-out, 
gave a whispered notice that the horseman was approaching. He was 
allowed to lasten up his horse and open the door, when he was poimced 
upon and preventea from giving any alarm. The Inspector informed 
hun of the characters of the men he had employed, and that he had 
arrived with his men armed with warrants to arrest them as runaway 
convicts and murderers, and charged him to give his best assistance in 
taking the other three. ** There," said the Inspector, ** lies one of them 
already secured.'' In answer to a question, Mr. Bowden said, ** The man 
at the waterhole is not aware of your presence or business ; he will come 
in for his dinner shortly." Morgan soon gave notice that two men were 
approaching, one with a straw hat on, the other with a handkerchief on 
his head. Mr. Bowden said the man with the straw hat was the 
mate of the prisoner. This one, on arriving at the hut, stooped to wash 
his 'hands. The other man, on opening the door, was seized 
by Morgan and ordered to be quiet, and the straw-hatted one, 
before he could rise, was thrown by the Inspector on his 
back and his arms pinioned, and before he could reach a 
weapon he had in his pocket was handcuffed by one of the 
other constables. In one of his pockets was found in a leather-case a 
razor blade, lashed to a piece of wood as a handle. Guards with their 
fire-arms in hand were placed over the two men ; to the last captured 
the laspector said, " I take you in custody as the man Lynch, cnarged 
in the warrant I hold as an escaped convict, and subsequently charged 
with murder." The man was short and tMck set, and in all respects 
tidlied with the description sent of the desperado Lynch. The two 
prisoners were coupled together. The police party now took dinner 
with Mr. Bowden, and the prisoners also had food offered them, but 
sulkily refused to eat. Mr. Bowden privately informed Mr. Tolmer that 
the ouier two men were fully armed, when he was called on by Mr. 
Tolmer to accompany the party and to assist in the capture. He displayed 
great reluctance, but he was compelled to start as guide ; his excuse 
was that he required to go to his head station for a shovel. He was 
told he could take one from the hut they were leaving. The bunks 
were examined for amik ; one gun and a pistol were taken and discharged, 
and one dagger was found. Thus they started, Mr. Bowden leading 
on horseback, the prisoners being placed between the armed policemen. 
After a time the Inspector became aware that their course had been 
changed, as the sun was visible, [and he expressed as much to Mr. 
Bowden, who said he was confused and had lost his way. On this he 
was asked if he could find his way back to the hut, and to that starting^ 
place he brought the party. Now the Inspector demanded the 
exact direction to the new station, near the beach, on which the two 
men were at work, which bein^ pointed out, Mr. Tolmer became the 
guide, and led the party by keepmg the sim shining on their backs, and 
steered through patches of scrub and dwarf trees imtil he made the 
coast of the gulf. He now asked Mr. Bowden if the place sought for 
wag to the north or south 1 The answei wsaiioi^*^ «XL^\si W^^d.Yc«ction 
tbex coasted, until a little before d\iak t\ieij eoEaa \ft «i OTi%sK^,^\iKSi^\, 
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Bowden said the men were on the other end of the swamp, which it 
was decided to skirt so as to keep out of the sight of the bushrangers, who 
were occu]^ying a tent. The apnroaching party heard the sound of the 
men chopping wood. Mr. Bowden said they were cutting wood for the 
night, xsow Mr. Bowden was directed by Mr. Tolmer to canter his horse 
to the tent, making such a noise as to coyer the approach of himself and 
two of the police, and to sing out to the men — ^' I haye brought the 
ahoyel, but we haye to be out early in the morning sheep-himting, as 
some fiiieep haye been lost." The two prisoners were left handcuffed and 
coupled together in charge of Bold, Farrell, and Flogden, and before 
Mr. Bowden started, he was told if he departed in any way from the 
instructions giyen him, some of their liyes might be lost. On 
his arriying at the hut he was to hobble out his horse, and act in his 
ordinary manner. On his starting oS accordingly at a hand gallop the 
Inspector and two policemen rusned after him, and when he stopped 
they halted. They here planted their carbines, and depended only on 
their pistols, which were placed in the breasts of their shirts. Mr. 
Bowden had been ordered to heap up the fire, and to get one of the men 
to frymutton-chops. 

The Inspector and his men crept on their hands and knees until they 
reached the oack of the tent. They had crawled on in single file — In- 
spector first, Morgan next, and South last — each haying handcuffs un* 
spnmg. On closing on the tent, when the Inspector rose, his men were 
to rise, and on his raising his hand, to rush on and each seize a man, and 
depend on him, pistol in hand to saye them. They watched in the shade 
of the tent, and could see the men at the fire and hear the chops frying ; 
one of the bushrangers (Rogers) was fidgetting in lighting his pipe. The 
Inspector rose, rushed to the fire and capsized the f r3ringpan, by which a 
great blaze was made. The police leaped in between the «men and the 
tent, and closed with them as directed. Rogers, a most powerful man, 
could not be secured witliout the aid of the Inspector. Before he was 
oyerpowered he seized the Inspector's hand with his teeth, and continued 
his hold like a bulldog until he was struck with the muzzle of a pistol on 
his jaw. He left permanent marks of his teeth on the Inspectors hand, 
which remain to this day. These desperadoes being securely handcuffed 
and fastened, the Inspector then fired off a pistol, according to arrange- 
ment, to bring up the remainder of the party with their prisoners. The 
tent was then searched for firearms. Two single-barrelled guns were 
found, loaded, which had been carefully placed under the tarpaulin, so 
that at the least alarm they could be gained. These were discharged. 
The two last men secured now began to indulge in the most horrid 
language, taunting the Inspector and his men with cowardice, in sneaking 
on them as they had done, adding, ** Giye us only fiye minutes and we 
will show you what we are made of." They also swore deep yen- 
geance against Bowden for leading the police to their capture, and 
continuing to utter such filthy and | defiled language that to put 
a stop to it the Inspector threatened to gag them. They 
were also told that the Adelaide police when they went out 
to canture delinquents went with that intent, and not like some police in 
the older colonies, to giye a chance of escape to such. d&^t^^^Q't^ ^s.'s^^b^ 
were. As the captives had become quiet sit. TloVovsi T^Xxaroa^ ^<sw^ \.^ 
meet the approacnhig party, occaaioiiaWy %rai% z. ^tiot, wA ^^qk5^>b^% *^*5i 
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guide aad asanre tliem. Not hearing any counter sounds he becasie 
anxious as to the prisoners and men whom he had left in chargfe of them. 
After proceeding some distance towards the end of the swamp he heard 
their approach. They explained to him that they had heard and answered 
his si^ials, but as the wind was strong in their faces their responses had 
not reached him. Farrell was informed, in answer to his enquiry, that 
the other two men were secured and in safe custody, upon which the 
prisoner Lynch, who had not uttered a word since his capture, exclaimed 
" My God. Upon reaching the camp Rogers, who was the leader of the 
gang, remarked to the first prisoners taken as they were brought up and 
placed beside himself and Riley, ** Well, lads, here we are,'' which ebcited 
no replyfrom Lynch, but produced the usual smile from llie first captured 
man. That there might be no clumce of escape a large fire was kept up, 
and the entire party remained on guard the whole of the night, not one 
being allowed to take rest, although much needed, especially by the 
officer, as that made his third night without sleep. About midnight 
Trooper Bold, who was the nearest sentry, observed some slight move- 
ment under the blankets which covered the four men, and drew the atten- 
tion of the Lispector to it, when suddenly Rogers sprang up and 
attempted to escape ; but he was quickly recaptured, and the whole four 
were pinioned ana their legs made fast. Rogers had freed himself from 
Riley, to whom he had been coupled. After an early breakfast the Li- 
spector pressed Mr. Bowden with his cart and horse on the publie service, 
and the four prisoners were placed in the cart. The course was along the 
cliffs towards Oyster Bay. Much trouble was occasioned by the jibbing 
horse, which occasionally rushed on and then suddenly stopped ; two of the 
prisoners, Rogers and Riley, were in consequence required to walk, 
guarded by Troopers Bold, Morgan, and South; Trooper Farrell, 
seated along^de the driver, the Inspector and Flogd,en following 
behind the cart on foot. From the irregularity in the progress of the 
horse, the walking rear party were frequently left behind, and the 
Lispector had to wait until the men on foot came up. On one of these 
occasions Trooper Morgan called on the Inspector requesting a halt, and 
said^-*' Please, sir, Rogers asks for the use of a knife to ease the heel of 
his boot which is hurting him. Upon one being handed to him he com- 
menced to operate on his right boot ; to do so he had to lean down and 
forwards, and the prisoner Riley being coupled to him, had also to do the 
same. Whilst the men were inthis position, Morgan, by signs, called the 
Inspector's attention to Rogers ; by this something wrong was suspected, 
and the two prisoners were ordered to rise, and were again placed in the 
cart, and were now covered by the carbines of the whole party. At this 
time Morgan was able to explain to his officer that, when the prisoners 
were stooping, he overheard part of their whispered words. Rogers 
said, " Are you game ?" Riley replied, " Yes." When the prisoners 
were securely placed, heavily ironed, on board the cutter, the Inspector 
questioned Rogers what he meant by '' Are you game P" when he burst 
into a roar of laughter, saying, '' Ah ! you and your men had a narrow 
escape," and made the following confession. But the exact position of 
the guards must be understood. Two policemen followed close to the 
two prisoners on foot with shouldered carbines and each a pistol in his 
breast; two guards similarly armed at the cart; Farrell without arms 
nding in front. The prisonexa were ^ujidcAxfiL^ V\i<^ f^gKi\.\>asA ^1 Biley 
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to the left hand of Rocrers. When a sudden halt was to be made by the 
two prisoners on foot they were to wheel suddenly round and seize the 
pistols from the constables and shoot them; having closed on them so as 
to prevent the use of the carbines ; then they were to seize these pieces 
to dispatch two more of the party and secure their arms, so that if they 
had only partially succeeded there would have been bloodshed, and they 
as desperate men were prepared to sell their lives in a last bold attempt. 
Rogers added — " If we had failed in gaining our liberty we should at 
least have had the satisfaction of revenge/' After a most weary 

I'ourney Oyster Bay was reached, and the men were placed on 
»oard and between decks. After this Inspector Tolmer was greatly 
surprised by a sailor reporting himself as belonging to the whaler 
from which the escape of the prisoners had been made, and 
that he had been dispatched by the Government in a boat to meet 
him in order to assist in identifying the runaways. The seaman 
was at once invited to look down the skylight and tell what he would see. 
He approached with a show of reluctance, as a child looks down a deep 
black and unexplored hole. He no sooner caught si&rht of the men than 
he exclaimed — ''Why, there's Rogers, sir; that's Riley; that's Lynch; 
and that's my old mate" (giving his name which is forgotten). Upon this 
the Inspector ordered the senior constable, who was m charge below, to 
release the poor heavily-punished innocent man, who had been first a 
prisoner of old lags, and afterwards been hardly treated as a real delin- 
quent, to the awakened grief of the officer and hSs men. The poor fellow, 
•n being set free and brought on deck, could hardly utter a word, but 
resolutely smothering his feelings and shaking hands with his mate, burst 
out into thanks to God for his deliverance, and to the police for saving 
his life, as he said he had been many days kept in fear that he would be 
put to death by the men below, by whom he had been hourly threatened 
oy one or other of them, having often had a pistol or gun presented at 
his head, and with fearful oaths sworn at, that his life would be taken if 
he gave any hints as to their identity. On the arrival of the cutter near 
the Port, a'despatch was sent to the Governor. The continuation of this 
ezpecdtion will require another chapter. 
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CHAPTER XLVn. 



One Tasmanian Bushbangeb dbowned — Thb BSMAiNiKa thbeb 

DSLIVEBED UP TO THE TaSMANIAN GOVEBNMBNT, 

Befobe I giye the account of the deliyery by our authorities of three 
out of the four notorious Tasmanian bushrangers to the prison establish- 
ment of Van Dieman's Land, and relate what became of the fourth 
member of the gang^ it is necessary to go back and take advantage of 
the recital given to our police officers by the sailor from tiie whaling 
ship; who was sent to identify the desperate men who deserted from her 
when at sea to the south of Kangaroo Island in the boat which they 
stole, added to which will be the simple tale of the released sailor who 
had been arrested with the three culprits. These narratives, together 
with tlie voluntary and boastful confessions of the three prisoners to the 
constables in charsre of them, will form the most astouncUng portion ef 
this sad and humiliating history of depravity almost unparalleled. I will 
first take the prisoners* own account of themselves, in giving which it 
appears they wei« prompted by a desire to impress on our police, who 
had so cleVerly taken them, with what renowned men they had been 
engasred and had conquered. At this time they were perfectly aware 
that there was not likely to be a chance of their escape bom captivityi 
and they too well knew to what a certain fate they were going, and so 
were determined to exhibit foolhardy gameness to the end of their 
career, and to die heroes — so much for the case-hardening effects of out- 
lawed lives. With perfect glee and unconcern they told the following 
execution of a cold-olooded murder by them, which I select out of theii 
long Hst of the crimes of which they boasted as the one conomitted 
shortly before they effected their escape from Tasmania in the wheder^ 
and wken they found the hue and cry after them had become too hot and 
strong for them to escape capture. Their statement, divested of their 
accustomed embellishments, is as follows : — At a time when the four 
had found shelter in a lone and unoccupied hut on a blustering 
and rainy night, being short of meat, two of them, Rogers iml 
Lynch, started to the nearest sheepstation to steal a ^eep. 
Shortly after their departure on that errand the two who remained m 
the hut heard a knock at the door and a demand for the door to be 
opened in the name of the police, whereupon Kiley seized his gun, saying 
aside to his mate, *^ Yes, Til police you, you,'' &c. ; and, openinfif the 
door suddenly, shot the officer, who was an Inspector of Police, through 
the brain, and wounded the constable who accompanied him, who, how- 
ever, managod to escape. It will be remembered how these bloodthirsty 
men upbraided Mr. Tolmer and his party with creeping upon and cap- 
turing them unawares in a cow«t^^ mQsi\v<^T, as they called it, as appears 
in a previous chapter* It \s "veiy ^TCiVi«DciVft VJaaX. ^^ xQKa\<£t^^Ix\ai^tor 
and bia man were not aware ol li^ie «^«i»c\«t& ^Vq ^^t^ \fiiifi^^T«s^ 
occupying the hut, or they ^o\)l\^ t^oX. 'Vio^^ ^ CKt^'iwSc^ ^ts^q^^ "^^^sb^ 
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aelyes. It must not be forgotten that in an attempt to take them which 
Lad occurred a very short time prior to this fatal ni^ht, the police had 
been engaged in a regular skirmish with the four outlaws, when one of 
the police was killed, the remainder driven off, and some of them 
wounded. Lynch, one of the bushrangers was wounded on the face and 
hand on that occasion. Not lon^ after Kiley had shot the Inspector^ 
Bogers and Lynch returned, carrymg a slaughtered sheep, and, stumbling 
over the dead body lying across the doorway, exclaimed, <' Hullo ! who 

have you got here ?" " Only a policeman." Well, this to them 

ordhiary occurrence only necessitated a hasty preparation and dispatch of 
ffrilled chops and an early change of quarters. The next matter they 
divulged to the police was the plan they had devised, to be put in prac- 
tice irfter they had recruited themselves in Mr. Bowden's employment, of 
effecting their exit from Yorke's Peninsula, and which would have been 
attempted had it not been providentially frustrated by their capture. 

It has been mentioned that the greater part of the men engaged on 
the Peninsula sheejp-stations were of the prison class. The arrival of any 
of the cutters at Oyster Bay was soon known on all the neighbouring 
stations, so that the plan which Rogers had devised could have been easily 
carried into effect, all other things falling out favourably. I now giv6 
his scheme as related by him to their guards : — 

On one of the return trips of the Midge, which he might choose to 
adopt, the three professionals, with their prisoner the sailor, were to 
make Oyster Bay before daybreak, and taking one of the shore boats 
which were in fine weather always handy, get silently alongside the 
Midge, surprise the captain, and dispatching him, press the two sailors 
ordinarily on board ; having succeeded so far, without delay they were 
to up anchor and away, making sail for Western Australia, where on 
gaining a favourable part of the coast, first cutting the throats of the 
wree sailors, they would sink the Midge, and escape in the small boat, 
and on making the settlement represent themselves as castaways to the 
authorities, with the ultimate intention and hope of obtaining passages 
to India. First to plan such deliberate murders, and then to ooast of 
such shocking depravity, is almost beyond credence, and language is 
wanting to sufficiently express]| deep enough abhorrence of such wolfish 
men-demons. 

I now come to information given by the sailor. The captain of the 
whaler in which these men, lost to all human feelings, managed to escape 
from Tasmania, had been ordered to cruise for whales, from the south of 
Kangaroo Island, along the southern coast of South Australia. After 
sighting Kangaroo Island he bore up for Hobart Town for supplies and 
water ; after leaving that port and again sighting Kangaroo Island, he 
returned to a lone part of the coast of Tasmania. Feeling himself to be 
short of hands, ana from the statement of the two sailors, on landing, jn 
his boat, he found four men who desired to ship with him. On this he 
engaged them. They were all armed with guns, which they gave up to 
the captain, saying they had been out kangarooing, but they did not *' let 
on,'' as they say, that uiey had pistols also. The captain after this did 
not report himself at any Tasmanian port, and there are strong reasons 
to suppose he was aware he had taken into his service ^qh^a:^^^ 
prisoners. Although ignorant of 'w\iat \«t\«t^ V^ 'Wl ^wsisgp^.% 
cr ai to the loss and inconYemeiiQQ \xft ^s^^ «tv\aScffi>% o^ \^3s^- 
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self — althongh he might have been, and no doubt was, aware 
of the risk he was running — of a heavy fine if caught in Tasmanian 
waters. The captain having obtained ms complement of men bore up 
again for Bjingaroo Island, which he sighted before sundown, the weather 
being calm. On tuming-in he set a watch of four men. About mid- 
night each of these sailors was suddenly throttled, and a pistol pressed 
to his head, with threats of instant death if they gave the least alarm. 
[This part of the sailors* account I rather doubt, and prefer to suppose, 
as more likely, they had been induced to desert, as from the numerous 
robberies these Tasmanians had conmiitted, they would most probably 
have possessed some quantity of gold and silver coin, and other valuables 
secreted in their swags.] 

I continue the marmer's tale in a slightly abridged form. On the 
sailors finding themselves in this position they obeyed the orders of 
Rogers, who was the leader, and lowered the quarter-boat. She was 
fitted out complete, with oars, sails, biscuits, water, and compass, ready 
to be lowered. Whilst they were being forced on board, Rogers stood 
outside the ship holding on by the bulwarks, with a whale spear in himd^ 
ready, as he said, to kill the captain if he appeared. On the ooat pushing 
off he jumped into the sea and swam to the boat, prior to which he had 
lashed the helm of the ship so as to keep her on the same tack. In 
compliance with his orders, the boat was steered in the direction of 
Kangaroo Island, which they reached some hours after leaving the ship. 
The night being very dark, and not knowing the nature of the coast at the 
south-west point of the island, or the heavy current setting in upon its 
dangerous rocks, the boat became unmanageable, and was dashed on the 
rocks and smashed to pieces. One of the sailors and the fourth man of the 
bushrangers were drovmed; two of the sailors landed without much injury, 
but the other one, who was taken on Yorke's Peninsula, was cast witn his 
feet on sharp rocks and received rather severe cuts. Rogers, Lynch, andRiley 
were also carried on to the rocks and escaped without injury, but no swags 
were saved. The two sailors lost no time in taking to the bush to escape 
from their (as they said) forced companions, and kept on travelling east- 
ward at the best speed they could make through the scrub. The sailor 
who had his feet cut was so disabled as to be nurdly able to walk, and so 
could not make his escape with his comrades. Soon after daybreak the 
three bushrangers with their lame captive skirted the coast where the 
Cape Borda Lighthouse now shows its light, and in time reached 
Western River, Hving on such shellfish as the rocks afforded. At this 
place (due south from the Althorpe's) a settler named McCullum was 
residii^, engaged at the time in building a schooner, to whom they 
applied for food and relief, after concocting a pitiful tale of their 
wreckage and misfortunes. This kind Samaritan showed them every 
hospitality, and entertained the wrecked sailors for several days ; but 
one mommg on turning out he found to his sorro'w that the four men 
whose misfortunes had so much excited his compassion had made him a 
return for his kindness by absenting themselves and stealing his only 
boat, and in addition, also, a gun, ammunition, and twenlr-five shillings, 
the only money he had in the hift. It is supposed as they had pistols 
when taken that they had them on their persons when wrecked. With 
the boat they crossed to Yorke'a PeimiSv>3L«L, «ji^ yd. ^\^\rcv:^ tm^Aa \sjae of 
their cap tire sailor. On laivding, \\iey aJoMi^oiti^^ ^^ \>^^\.,\^"khyw^\^ 
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liigh and dry, and trayelled along the beach in a northerly direction. 
They had not been able to secure any stock of provisions, and so were 
soon hard up. They had after they landed passed a stranded whale calf, 
some of the flesh of which they carried with them — their sole subsis- 
tence. After following the coast for some days and meeting with no 
settlement, and despairing of being able to reach any inhabitants, they 
retraced their steps to get a further supply of food from the carcase of 
the young whale. On the eighth day after landing they started inland, 
and soon came upon sheep-tracks, which they followed, and eventually 
reached one of Mr. Bowden's sheepstations, whose owner ^ve them 
food, and subsequently engaged them to work for him, taking Lynch and 
the lame sailor to an out-station where he required a dam to be con- 
structed, and Rogers and Riley to build a hut and make yards at a new 
station he wished to form near the coast and not far from Oyster Bay. 

The links in the histoiy of these outlaws having been nlled up from 
the murder they committed immediately before making their escape from 
Tasmania, and all that is necessary to narrate of them until they were 
engaged and placed by Mr. Bowden as related, I have only to add one 
more link — namely, the account of the two sailors who parted company 
at Cape Borda, the scene of the boat accident. These men, pushing on 
through the scrub, missed Mr. McCullum's temporary residence on 
Western River, and made the coast after crossing that river more inland ; 
they afterwards kept to the coast until they reached Nepean Bay, 
existing on shellfish. On arriving at the bay, to their joy they saw their 
own ship lyin^ at anchor, and as soon as they could reported themselves 
to their captain, who appeared to believe their tale. 

I now return to the Inspector, who with his prisoners had arrived at 
Port Adelaide, and immediately communicated witU the Commissioner 
of Police, reporting his successful capture of the bushrangers, and 
advising that extra heavy irons should be placed on them before they 
were removed from on beard the cutter. In due time Captain Dashwood 
arrived with the then Governor of the Gaol — the late Mr. Ashton — 
bringing a blacksmith, and heavy irons which weighed fifty poimds each, 
and these were rivetted on the legs of the three men. After a magis- 
terial investigation had been held, when their identity was proved as the 
men for whose capture the Tasmanian Government had offered a reward 
of one hundred pounds for each man, they were remanded to Hobart 
Town. They were transferred to the charge or Mr. Ashton, and ordered 
into the boat alongside, to be conveyed to the Adelaide Gaol, there to 
remain until a vessel could be procured to ship them to Hobart Town, t« 
be tried on some of the charges laid against them. 

To give a further instance of the desperate character of these out- 
laws, after the prisoners Riley, Lynch, and the police had got into the 
boat alongside the cutter which had been anchored in the stream, Rogers, 
who was last to follow, and was a man ef at least fourteen stone weight 
in addition to his heavy irons, made a leap into the boat from the deck of 
the cutter, with the intention of knocking a hole in her bottom, and thus 
to end their guilty lives with the chance of drowning some of the police ; 
but fortunately the boat was strong enough to withstand the shocks 
which, through the massive irons on his legs^ in\3&t \i^k^^ \s^fs^ ^Rs^^st;^ 
enough to the ruffian himself. Mi. Aakloii ftai^\5 e.o"iCT«N^^\s»^ ^^cvs*sqssb^ 
to "Aahton'a Hotel," as the gaol -was t\i^ii ^\K^\i\V3 <i»Jift^. 
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The GovemmeDt^ mindful of the desperate characters of these men,, 
chartered as quickly as possible a vessel commanded by Captain Cameron 
to convey them to Hobart Town. When the ship was ready for sea the 
prisoners were escorted to Port Adelaide and securely placed in the hold 
on ^e stone ballast, where they could play no miscnief . They were 
under the charge of a sergeant of foot pouce, and he had troopers Farrell 
and Morgan under him, who had been so active in effecting the capture 
of the men whom they had now to escort to their earthly doom. The 
three men not only kept up their assumed jolly defiance of all ihe present 
miseries 'Which their reckless conduct had rendered necessary to be in- 
fiicted'upfon them, but also as to the speedy and certain retribution to 
which they were approaching. 

On the vessel reaching Hobart Town they kept up the same line of 
conduct. The news of their capture had preceded them, and as may be 
supposed, there was a large concourse of people to see such notorious 
charactera land. It might also have been expected of them that they 
would have shown anything but goodwill towards their captors. But in 
carrying out their eccentricities they elected to do them the greatest 
honour in their power, as on a guard of Tasmanian police coming on deck, 
the prisoners, who had been brought up, addressed them in the most 
contemptuous language in their vocabulary, and declined their escort, 
desiring tc be conducted to " quod" by the gallant South Australian 
police,^ who had done in a short time what the miserable Tasmanian 
forces had failed to accomplish : '* These are men ; you are a set of 
crawlers whom we defied for years," &c., &c. It may be here explained 
that the* police of that colony were then principally men who had gone 
through the prison^discipline, and were in consequence treated as traitors 
to their order. 

' Well, the Adelaide men had the honour of acting as guards, the 
Hobart Town police following. The greatest excitement prevailed. 
The Tasmanian Government immediately forwarded to the Government 
of South Australia the reward which had been offered. £100 for each 
man captured, which was appropriated as follows : — To the Inspector, 
£25 ; to each of the five men who captured them, £15 ; and to the ser- 
geant who had charge of them onboard the sMp, £15 ; and the balance, I 
suppose, towards the expenses incurred. 

It was seen by the Tasmanian papers that these misguided men were 
quickly brought to trial for murders committed, and for bushranging 
imder arms, were found guilty, condenmed, and hung at Hobart Town. 

The Tasmanian people, as was afterwards made known in Adelaide, 
expected that Inspector Tolmer would have accompanied the guards and 
prisoners to Hobart Town, when it was intended to have given a public 
reception to him and his brave men, and to entertain him at a public 
dinner, as well as to confer on him a grant of land at Port Sorrell. No 
doubt Mr. Tolmer felt greatly disappointed in not receiving orders to 
finish the work he had so ably conducted. As far as South Australia 
was concerned (selfish considerations entertained) it was as well that the 
Inspector was not dispatched, or we might have lost his services, as there 
followed much good work for him to do, as will appear when '* later 
€xpenenceB" come out. 

After preptaing the history contained Vn ^ilio^ uid ^<b \;vq ^i«RAdhig 
cbaptera I am led to mako a feir xe^ecdoiA on witf^ «b i^aNa cjl %o^\<^\^« 
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Under the modem and more humane administration of the criminal laws^ 
society has been extending the lives of trained law breakers, depending 
stiU^^on milder punishments to deter from repetitions of law-breakmg, but 
with yery unsatisfactory results. To form part of the new systems 
affecting convicts the Imperial and Colonial Governments did not at the 
same time inaugurate any comprehensive scheme to meet the evil flood at 
its main source and origin. Nor were Government schools extended to 
embrace the lowest depths of crime and ignorance. The chief agent as a 
cure employed was still, as before, punishment as a deterrant. Then on 
questionable arguments schools supported by public funds must be con- 
flned to secula^ teaching, and society at large jumped to the conclusion 
that at the secular line the responsibilities of Governments ended. Well, 
take the children of the lowest grades of society at their miserable homes, 
there taught to lie, steal, and deceive, what will secular education do for 
them ? If principles of rectitude — ^to be honest, to speak the truth, to 
obey authorities — are to be imparted how this is to be done except for 
love of God and man, and by a reference to Ijiws higher than man's, I 
do not know. Facts as to the results of secular systems have not yet 
shown such a result. I do not see how the gutter children are to be 
reached at all except by taking them away from their miserable homes 
— ^hotbed nurseries of crimes — ^and cleaning, clothing, feeding, housing, 
and training them in principles beyond the secular line now laid dovm 
under the present systemSb 
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CHAPTER XLVni. 



MuBDER OF Port Lincoln Settlers by Natives op that part 
OF THE Colony — Major O'Halloran's Diary. 

In these papers, written after a residence in the colony extended over a 
period of nearly forty years, which the compiler has spent in active 
colonial pursuits, have heen recorded to the best of his ability the " ex- 
periences" of the working bees who have been in their varied employ- 
ments contributing their quota to establish and build up a new kingdom 
or dominion, and no class of events has caused him so much pain in 
relating as the collisions between the white intruders and the aboriginal 
races. 

The present chapter has to be occupied with the painful details of 
the murders of detached settlers engaged in peaceful pastoral callings in 
the Port Lincoln district. The first and a quite unprovoked case of 
murder was committed on Master Frank Hawson, youngest son of a 
respectable and ea^ inhabitant of the town of Port Lincoln, and 
brother of Captain Hawson, so well known in the early days as captain 
of the Abeona. This courageous youth was under 13 years of age, and 
happened to be left alone in the hut on their station, seven miles from 
the township in the early part of the month of March, 1840. The sad 
occurrence was entirely unexpected as the most friendly dispositions had 
been to all appearance entertained by the white and coloured races 
towards each other. The fine and bold boy was surrounded in the hut 
by twenty-two men and boys. He was pierced through by a war spear. 
On receiving this (which ultimately proved his death wound) he seized 
a gun and shot one native ; the remainder retired, carrying away the 
wounded man. 

Master F. Hawson survived the wound eight days and then expired. 
After great sufferings, he gave descriptions and names of some of his 
assailants, but for want of further evidence none of them were brought 
to justice by process of law. The object of the attack no doubt was 
plunder, and the hut had been watched until they knew the poor boy 
was alone, and they supposed he would from fear offer no resistance to 
their plundering intentions. There have been no trials or experiences more . 
severe in forming settlements on the continent of New Holland than 
have arisen in occupying countiy and displacing the aboriginal inhabitr 
ants. In collating tne incidents which appear in these chapters, which 
are most sensational and distressing, they form only a part of what has 
happened, and seem to take place as a matter of course where a superior 
race appears to make a better use of a country than the primitive innabit- 
ants have done. 

On March the 28th^ 1842, intelligence was received in Adelaide that, 
on the 2nd of the same month, Mi. John Btowil and his hutkeeper, a 
iHJjr of the name of Loyelock, -weie YmoVnaoxjh^'^ Taxa^<«^ cm '^. 
^'own'B station, not fax from Port lincohi. "NLt. Bto^m '^roa Vst ^v» 
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time a large sheepfarmer. At the commencement of the attack^ in 
resisting his assailants, he knocked one of them down with the butt end 
of his gun, but he was soon overpowered by numbers, and fell, after 
receiving several wounds ; he afterwards struggled and got upon his 
knees, and whilst in the attitude of prayer he was dispatched. Although 
great 'exertions were made to bring LWerers toWe, they wSe 
not caught and punished in the ordinary way. 

In the early part of the following month of April an attack was 
made by forty or iifty natives on the station of Mr. !Biddle, a few miles 
from the locality of the previous murders, and, as is pretty certain, by 
the same unpunished and bloody aggressors. Mr. Biddle was on the 
station, and nad with him in his employ one man as a shepherd, named 
Jas. Fastings, and an aged married couple of the name of Stubbs. When 
the party saw the natives approaching the hut, Jas. Fastings was passing 
from a fowl shed ; the blacks threw several spears at him, and he received 
a spear wound in one of his legs, when he returned to the hut as quickly 
as he was able. The time was midday. The blacks soon surrounded 
the hut. They next pulled up some of the paling fence which enclosed 
a small garden, and then retired, but returned in about an hour ; on 
which the man Fastings left the hut to release the dog, and exposed 
himself with remarkable courage to another flight of their war spears, 
and received one which pierced one of his arms, when he again gained 
the cover of the hut. Now the determined assailants set fire to the 
tarpaulin which formed the roof of the dwelling (they had left to 
provide themselves with fire-sticks) and threw spears through the open 
window into the hut. Mr. Biddle fired two pistols at them, and 
inunediately received a spear wound in the heart and dropped dead. The 
old man Stubbs, who was standing by the side of his master, then fired 
a double-barrelled gun, and killed one and wounded another native. 
Stubbs then went to endeavour to relieve Fastings of the spears which 
were in his limbs, when several spears entered the hut, and he was 
brought to the ground, where he laid for a time in a state of insensibility. 
In a few moments Fastings fell dead across Stubbs. Prior to this the 
poor old woman, his wife, had secreted herself under one of the [beds ; 
she was sixty-nine years old. The murderous blacks now entered and 
soon found the poor old woman, and after dragging her out from her 
cover, put an end to her life by stabbing her in various parts of her body 
with a pair of shears. They now went out and procured hatchets, 
with which they shattered the heads of those whom they had already 
killed in such a shocking manner that their countenances were com- 
.pletely destroyed. As the head of Stubbs was covered by the prostrate 
body of the shepherd he providentially^ escaped death, although on his 
becoming sensiole he felt himself faint with loss of blood from his 
numerous wounds. He took care to simulate death until the wretches 
departed, after clearing the dwelling of all they could carry away. 
It is quite evident that the white men deferred action until the 
natives had approached the premises too near, and had become the 
actual assailants. It is safe for persons who never expose themselves 
to be attacked by wild natives to say they must not have dLotA 
fired at them until they actually cast t\iett «^^"Kt^<, \w^. V^t^ S& viSk. 
example of the consequence of B\ic\i ioxVie^at^aa^. \ ^Soai^ ^*^^^^^\ 
of this publish an instruction iiom Ca^\a.\si ^t«i \» "^w^^"^ vsv^s^- 
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loran on this point. To return to the surriTor. As soon as he was able 
he arranged uie bodies as well as he could, and managed to crawl to the 
nearest station, which belonged to Mr. White. He there found Mr. 
Driver, the Resident Magistrate, who soon formed a party, and started 
off after the depredators and overtook them about four miles fvom the 
place where they had so far accomplished their horrid work. On seeing 
a strong party approaching they bolted, but did not get clear off without 
leaving one of their num^r, who. was fetched down by a distant shot, 
and ''bit the dust." They abandoned all their plunder — flour, silver 
spoons, &c.,^&e. Immediately after the above distressing news reached 
Adelaide a deputation of gentlemen waited on Governor Grey, viz., 
Messrs. Knott, Bentham Neales, Smith, and Bennett, and in consequence 
of their urgency a party of soldiers of the 96th Regiment, two companies 
of which were quartered in Adelaide, were sent. Lieut. Hugonin had 
under him one sergeant and fifteen privates. After their arrival at Fort 
Lincoln they were maiched out on an expedition against the tribes 
which had committed the murders and depredations. The party were 
supplied with a buUock-dra^ and team, also horses to carry provisions, 
baggage, &c., by Captain Hawson, who also accompanied the party to 
guide and direct the commander in his actions in endeavouring to capture 
prisoners of the offending tribes or families. This party was out three 
months ; as the soldiers were all on foot, the natives, even when found, 
escaped in the scrub, and with the greatest ease avoided capture. The 
only result was the shooting of three of the blacks. This was a most 
unsatisfactory result of the expedition. At the time the orders were 
given to dispatch such a party, strong remarks^were made in the papers 
of the day, and decided opinions were expressed by colonists in Adelaide 
on the bad policy of the orders given. It will be felt, on comparing the 
upshot of this expedition, sent out by Governor Grey, with the one 
under Major O'Halloran, dispatched by Governor Gawler against the 
Milemnura tribes or families, how unreasonable was the outcry raised 
against the previous Government measures. 

The detachment under Lieutenant Hugonin was left at,Port Lincoln 
some time. I have the advantage of the use of the diary of Major 
O'Halloran during the time he was subsequently out in the Port Lincoln 
district to endeavour to catch and hold natives, naked and greasy, in 
which he gives his opinion as to the use of a party of regulars of the 
infantry when employed on such service. Before uie military were re- 
called by their Colonel, they were out a second time, accompanied by Mr. 
Driver, S.M., and three mounted troopers, on which occasion one native 
was shot. By these measures the natives were thoroughly frightened, 
and for some time no more murders occurred. Before removal of the 
soldiers Major O'Halloran and a party of mounted police were sent from 
Adelaide, and were out six weeks. 

I now make extracts from the Major's diary : — " Nov. 7th, 1842. 

Embarked at Port Adelaide with Inspector Tolmer, in the Alpha, 

cutter, for Port Lincoln, and reached our destination on the 10th. I 

found to my ^eat regret that Mr. Driver, the Besident, had taken the 

police party into the country in search of the blacks who had been 

guilty of the late murders. I was making aiiMi^em6c\.^icxt\xsflxi^diately 

foUowiDg, when the return of Mr. Driver ^re^veii^^ m^^cJoi^^Q. ^^ 

OAd left the party on their return ; tUey \a^ \>fteii «^»feTA wv^ ^^^, 
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They yesterday fell in by accident with tyrenty-one natiyes, all of whom 
escaped except two, who were in charge of the police on their way in as 
prisoners. Both of these blackfellows have been identified as being 
concerned in the late murders. I decide with the police to proceed in 
search of the other actual murderers, who belong to the Midland or 
Battara tribe, amongst whom the Missionary Protector says there are not 
more than thirty fighting men. Port Lincoln appears at present a 
deserted place, more than half the houses have been abandoned, and the 
remainder are barricaded to protect the occupants against the attacks of 
•the natives. I believe they have no more reason to fear an attack than 
the inhabitants of Adelaicle have. The timid conduct of the settlers 
in leaving their stations, with a few honourable exceptions, has embol- 
• dened the natives. We must teach them to respect us, and give them 
'high notions of our power and speed. The party consists of Inspector 
Tolmer and ^re constables, Mr. Driver, the Itesident, Mr. Schurman, the 
Missionary Protector, and Messrs. Hawson and McEllister, who accom- 
pany me as volunteers. I notified to the party the orders I had received 
-from His Excellency as to our conduct towards the aborigines. Before 
I started I had a long conversation with the Protector, who exhibited 
great reluctance to accompany the party when he became acquainted 
with the strict orders under which tne party were held to act. He at 
length consented to join the [party ; nevertheless, if he had declined I 
should have used my powers and compelled him to proceed as interpreter ' 
His original residence was at Happy Valley, where he had cultivated a 
. small patch of ground, and had a promismg crop of wheat growing, 
but, in fear of the natives, had taken up his residence in the township. 
A Protector is of no use if |he is afraid to live and mix amongst iJie 
natives to whom he has been sent. To place himself between the 
settlers and aboriginals, and to mediate and reconcile differences, and by 
his politic training to lead those among whom he should be able at au 
times to mix and to exercise pacific habits — such a man so placed would 
do more to keep up peaceful relations between the white and coloured 
races than sections of military or police forces." 

*' The men of the 96th Resrinient have nothing earthly to do ; such 
quarters are enough to ruin them, and to induce and set up habits quite 
foreign to all those that ought to distinguish a British soldier. They 
should be relieved every three months. I pity the poor fellows greatly 
who are ordered here.** 

The following is an extract from a memorandum made by Major 
CyHaUoran after an interview with the Governor, April 18^ 1842, and 
certified : — 

'< Having sought for instructions from His Excellency to guide me 
in case I might be called on, during his contemplated visit with Captain 
Frome to Lake Albert, to proceed against the blacks if they continued 
troublesome in the North, I asked the Governor what would be the 
extent of any powers and instructions if sent on such a service? He 
< replied that I must treat the blacks if armed and likely to resist as I 
would an^ hostile party who were resisting the law ; and that I should be 
fully justified in becoming the aggressor m such a case ; or if I thought 
the life of a single Individual of my own narty ^«& '^&a%«^fSQK&. ^st. 
endan^red, I must act with, -vigor "vm^ «^ x^wsJusMSfe ^ft»aftA., "^S^s^ 
OoremoT further added that the law im^\i\, ^mk^^ \» ^^fSySvft xs^^^^aa 
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legality of sucli proceedings. I might rest assured tliat the Government 
would give me eeery support and protection in their power. — T. O'Hal- 
LOEAN, Commissioner or Police." 

Major CVHfdloran started from the township with the ahoye- 
mentioned party on the 14th of November, twelve in number, to the 
country north-west of the township, with one of the prisoners named 
MouUier, who was caught and brought in by Mr. Diver's party. He 
promised to lead us to tne waters where the tnbe would be liKely to be 
found. He was placed on the back of a pony, and made fast by a chain 
looped roimd the neck of the animal he rode. A friendly black named 
UtuUa, who had been depended on to guide the party, was missing. The 
first day Pillaworta Water was made---30 miles. Here two police wer& 
left witii stores in charge. The next day the several men of the detach- 
ment were supplied with three days' provisions, and guided by the 
prisoner made a start. Towards evening they came upon a place where 
the natives had been recently encamped, and where a patch of grass had 
been fired a few hours ben)re. The prisoner said they had gone north. 
The Major in his diary says : — 

" Here I had the misfortune to drop my watch on a rock — the only 
watch in the party. This day we were nine hours on horseback ; the sun 
powerfully hot ; flies most tormenting ; distance travelled twenty-eight 
or thirty miles. 

*' Next day had much thunder and lightning. After riding sharp a 
few miles came in sight of and gave chase to a number of natives. On 
coming up with them, found our missing friend Utulla, who ought to 
have been with us. Intimated to these friendly blacks that we sought 
the murderers only, and desired to be at peace with all other black- 
fellows. These blacks took us to a waterhole wheie we refreshed men 
and cattle. They told us the part of the tribe with whom were four of 
the murderers (whose names they gave, and which corresponded with 
some of the men who were on the list we had) were ahead of us, so 
ordered an advance at speed. We had abeady travelled miles enough 
to fatigue our horses, and made out we would have to travel twenty- 
five miles before we could reach the next water. Mr. Tolmer was 
suffering from the effects of a fall he had experienced on his late 
expedition to Mount Arden, in the far North, but I could not allow him 
to return back alone. We were now about sixty-five miles from the 
township. At 1 p.m. the party mounted and continued chiefly through 
scrub, and sometimes on the beach of the Gulf. To our great joy we 
came upon a rock waterhole filled with recent rain, and carefully covered 
up with fresh cut green boughs, proving the natives were not far ahead. 
Saw this day many kangaroos and emus. After refreshing at this water, 
kept on at a sharp pace, and at about 4 o^clock saw about a mile in 
advance of us a moo of retreating blacks, to whom we gave chase over a 
terribly rough and scrubby country, but only caught one man. In this 
last gallop through high scrub, three of the party lost their swords, 
dragged out of their scabbards in tearing through high and strong 
busnes. • We found the man we had taken was not one of the offenders, 
and BO he was allowed to follow Ms friends, with the assurance we gave 
before to the others. He informed us we "\i«ii^ ^^jesfc^ tw^ ^1 AiJaa \si«!i 
we wanted, who had secreted tliemBeVveB m «l ^»c^ ^«s\. cil \}ckfe ^tssJa, 



Experiences of Colonial Life. 271 



We returned to the chance water^ after being in the saddle oyer ten 
hours. 

'* Thursday, 17th November . — Returned to the depot, a distance of 
from forty to fifty-eight miles by the shortest course we could take. Our 
native guide or prisoner, poor wretch, must have been greatly astonished 
at his rapid ride, frequently tumbling out of the saddle. His nag was 
led by a trooper latterly ; ne held on, one hand flrrasping the ponmiel 
and the other the crupper. Memo. — I must not forget to represent to 
the Governor and Judge how faithfully he has acted as a guide, while 
UtuUa had been unable to act, as he was under the process of being 
made a man and a warrior by his tribe. 

" Friday, 18th.— Mr. Tolmer left the party for Port Lincoln to 
obtain medical advice and to embark for Adelaide, having with him a 
despatch to the Secretary, Mr. Mundy. 

" 10th. — Mr. Driver left the party. All busy washing and mending 
torn garments and cleansing our bodies. 

" 20th. — Left the depot, party now eight in number, on a W.N.W. 
course. The black guide has now to tramp on foot, much apparently to 
his satisfaction, as the pony's back was seriously galled. After passing 
over several miles found no blacks ; now travelling nearly due west. 
Moullier says this party must be in hiding, aware of our approach. He 
knows the whole of the natives now in this part of his country, and that 
his lubra and children are with them. He has no fear we shall hurt his 
family. He says [four of the murderers are with this section of the 
tribe. After twenty miles, mostly through scrub, we arrived at several 
salt lakes, and now perceived ahead of us two smokes, and made a dash 
onwards. On coming up to the fires, found the birds flown. In the 
deserted wurlies, amongst other abandoned properties, was a fresh skin 
of a kangaroo. We were now thirty -five or forty miles from the depot ; 
the natives had abandoned spears in their hasty flight ; the horsemen 
divided into parties, and rode round the nearest lakes ; tracks of the 
runaways were after some time found, where they had waded through 
the shallow lakes ; and so if we had come up in sight of them, horsemen 
could not have followed through the lakes with rotten bogfry bottoms, 
and [the only course to stop them was by the use of firearms, which I 
should not have resorted to." 

After this second failure to secure any of the murderers, the Major 
adds : — " One source of consolation I have, that this party has come 
across and greatly alarmed the whole of the Battara tribe, and visited 
all their usual haunts, by which much good may have been done in 
alarming the tribe and in giving confidence to the settlers. 

" I do not consider myself justified in entering on the country of the 
Coffin Bay tribe, which is immediately to the south of us, which tribe 
has done the settlers no harm except in the case of the murder of young 
Hawson about two years ago. I am not sure that the tribe has not 
suffered at the hands of the white settlers. We are now about fifty-five 
miles from Port Lincoln from whence we have been absent nine days. 

'' Friday, 24th. — Embarked in the cutter Alpha with two prisoners 
in charge. Owing to foul winds had to land hcit^^<^ ^s^.^ ^oMstw ^^i^ 
Yankalilla, and made head-quartexB on ^^ ^*<i\i)CLr kti^ 'ss^ 'svA^ "CjasA 
expedition. 
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It had been well if the anticipations of the gallant Major had been 
realised as to the effect of his scouring the country of the Battara tribe 
and had extended to other tribes. A reference to a return from the 
Sheriff to Parliament opens a black record of the execution of twelve 
natives from the Port Lincoln side, at several times within ten years of 
the Major's return for murders of white people engaged in pastoral 
pursuits or in exploring, of which particulars will be given in another 
chapter. 
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CHAPTER XLIX. 



PoBT Lincoln Mubdebb (continued) — Mb. James Hawkbb's 

DiABY. 

Haying in a previous number given the sad accounts of the murderous 
attacks by the natives on three of the Port Lincoln out-stations, which 
caused horror and alarm to the inhabitants of that settlement and 
anxiety to the inhabitants in Adelaide. I am now enabled to continue 
this discouraging part of our history by the use of the diary of Mr. 
James Hawker, who started overland from Adelaide in the hope of 
meeting Mr. C. 0. Button (once sheriff of the province), who was known 
to have broken up his station in consequence of the hostile actions of the 
natives, and haa started with his people and stock to make his way 
round die head of Spencer's Gulf. The party consisted of the following 
gentlemen, and started on the 14th of September, 1842, viz. : — Messrs. 
James Hawker, William Peter, James Baker, Charles Hawker, with a 
Sydney native (Billy). The Governor ordered Inspector Tolmer with 
four troopers to accompany and aid the volunteers, who had one saddle- 
horse each and two pack-horses to carry about six weeks' rations of 
flour, tea, sugar, and a small quantity of bacon — trusting to fowling- 
pieces to procure some game in aid of the small supplies of meat. The 
troopers had three pack-horses to carry their necessaries. The furthest 
outstation from the town of Port Lincoln was Mr. Button's. By sending 
the military previously something of martial law had been introduced. 
The soldiers had been marched out a few miles, and in their incursions 
some natives had been shot. A corporal and three privates had been 
posted at one of the deserted stations, and they on the appearance of 
natives in their vicinity abandoned their post, and made a hasty retreat 
on the township. Their report was not satisfactory, and they were 
punished. 

Mr. Button had found his station quite untenable from the number 
of natives in that quarter, and in consequence started on his unfortunate 
overland journey. He left his station in July, 1842, escorted by part of 
the detachment of soldiers under the Lieutenant as far as one day's journey. 
When twelve weeks had elapsed after Mr. Button had moved off, and no 
tidings had reached even the outermost settlements on the Adelaide side 
of the Gulf, it was decided to start a light party to meet him or to 
obtain information as to what had befallen him and his party. Amongst 
other things feared was that he had been unable to reach the head of tne 
Gulf from deficiency of provisions. The relief party, which has been 
described, after making their way north to head the Gulf, on the 18th 
September had the misfortune to lose a packhorse, which left the other 
horses in the night. As every hour saved was an object no time was 
spent in seeking the absentee, the anxiety being to push on, hoping to find 
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Mr. Dutton alive. To do this there was no alternative but to abandon 
p irt of the small supply of provisions, and this in the face of such a jour- 
ney as they had to encounter, with the prospect of meeting a destitute 
party. ¥or ^he next five days in journeying along they found both feed 
for the horses and water growing scarcer and scarcer^ and at the same 
time the weather proved exceedingly hot. They were one night without 
water for man and beast. The volunteers, after a consultation, decided 
to p:o on alone and allow the p(»lice to return, as it was evident that water 
and feed could not be depended on to be found in sufficient quantity for 
so many horses. On this account the police returned to head-quarters, 
and the volunteers pushed on alone. On the 24th they reached Eyre's old 
Depot Creek, at Mount Arden, distance 236 miles from Adelaide. They 
found the feed during the last three days' travel most vTretched. They 
remained at the depot three days to rest and recruit the horses. Here 
was found Eyre's tarpaulin tent lying on the ground rotten, where it had 
been left two or three years before. Two pigeons were here shot, which 
were very acceptable, as the party had been reduced to about one ounce 
of bacon each man in twenty-four hours, and even with that small supply 
it was seen it would not last many days. The diary of Mr. J. C. Hawker 
states : — 

" On the 28th we started, horses much refreshed. Had great diffi- 
culty now in crossing the channel above the head of the Gulf owing to 
the numerous quicksands which were found in its bed. No feed for the 
horses, except stunted salt bushes. After twenty-five miles advance 
found a dirty pool of water, which the horses would not drink. 

"29th — Pushed on to Baxter's Bange, forty miles over a wretched 
country. Found a small supply of water ; could only give three quarts 
to eacfi horse, poured into a basin formed by the use of Peter's mackin- 
tosh cloak. Barked a tree here, and vTTote * Volunteers in search of Mr. 
Dutton, 29th September.' We had found Mr. Eyre's tracks plain here, 
and conceived it possible Mr. Dutton by following the same might reach 
this place. 

"30th — Ajb I and my brother could work the direct course we 
desired to take, it was decided to leave the guidance to us, and from this 
camp we struck out a course through a thick gum scrub, and could not 
make more than eighteen miles. No water found ; horses nearlv done up. 

" October 1 — Still a thick scrub in heavy sand. Crossed the d^ 
beds of several salt lakes ; the salt, as fine as dust, most annoying to 
horses And men. A packhorse unable to travel, although all his load had 
been taken off his baick ; his tongue was hanging out. Large patches of 
skin peeling off our own faces ; our mouths so di^ we could hardly 
articulate a word, and were adopting signs. It now became to us a 
matter of life or death to the whole partr, men and horses, and it was 
determined that I and Billy the Sydney black, our horses being in best 
trim, should push forward and endeavour to reach a cluster of rocks 
which, according to Eyre's chart which we had with us, should be ahead 
of us, and at which was shown a permanent spring. Providentially, 
before I and the black had proceeded more than a mile through scrub we 
came upon the rocks, around which were green tussocks of ^rass, at sight 
of which our poor exhausted beasts were quite frantic. a\xt imagine 
our horror when, on our first searching around the rocks, we could find 
no spring or water. The efibrts of the horses to climb the rocks, and 
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their whinnying, assured us that there was water somewhere near ; and 
shortly we found in a cleft of the rocks several gallons, about five 
feet down. We lowered our pannikins and got a small 
quantity up, and although it was full of insects, dead and 
«live, Dy us it was taken as nectar. We lost no time in 
returning to our comrades, and found them considering whether they 
should kill a packhorse, and drink his blood, to save human lives. The 
news we brought saved the life of the horse, and all hastened on to the 
rocks. Here we afterwards found other clefts, but all the water in such 
a polluted state that we had to strain it through saddlecloths, long used 
beneath the saddles (think of such a remedy to render water pure I), so 
we did not swallow insects. We remained here two days, and turned off 
for the Gawler Ranges. After making our way through scrub, and 
travelling eighteen miles without finding any traces of Mr. Button, and 
discovering neither feed nor water, we returned to the rocks. The 
weather was fearfully hot. On our return we perceived the place had 
been visited by a considerable body of blacks. Their fires were still 
alight, so that they must have bolted in alarm on hearing the clatter of 
our approach. After dark we set a watch. At this time the ammuni- 
tion which we had retained was nearly exhausted. During the night 
the men on guard heard a blackfellow among the horses, who had a 
narrow escane from a shot fired at him. 

" 6th — ^Made an ©arly start, the country all around us being alight 
with native signal fires. This day we were without water, but at night 
came upon a little grass for the norses, which were suffering much for 
the want of water. 

"6th — Started at 6 a.m,, travelling still in scrubs, with occasional 
bare ridges. After riding twenty-three miles came on a green patch, 
like an oasis in a desert. Here was a puddle of water on a clay pan, to 
which the horses could get themselves, and was quickly used up by them. 
Before this Peter's mackintosh had been the only means by which we 
could give them water for the last nine days. 

"7th — A shower fell here, during w^hich we caught water in our 
pannikins, from the dripping n-ass. We found dense scrub in travelling 
all day, and came upon no feed or water. 

'' Two days after this we came upon a good supply of both, such a 
treat as we have not met with for eleven days, and during that time, 
until this improvement in our prospects, we had not experienced the in- 
dulgence of a wash (think of tnis, ye daintily nurtured stay-at-homes !). 
The skin was still peeling from our faces in nakes, caused by the scorch- 
ing rays of ^ the sun and the hot sand drifting as^ainst our exposed coun- 
tenances. The poor horses had suffered from the same causes, and their 
heads had been denuded of hair as if they had undergone a close shave. 
We this day rationed upon gruel composed of flour and the addition of 
the remains of mutton suet which we had brought with us to lubricate 
our firearms to prevent rust. With the exception of two pigeons our 
daily allowance of meat had been during the previous seven days one 
inch of bacon to each man. On the second day after this we shot an 
emu, and made a good meal out of the liver. In the afternoon we made 
the bare and deserted station of poor Button. Although we found no 
traces of him, it was afterwards ascertained through some of the natives 
that he and all his party were killed by a murderous tribe, and such of 
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his cattle as were not used by them were dispersed and scattered through 
this wild and scrubby country. It is sad to relate that the bodies of tne 
slaughtered men have never been found. 

<< We had now a difficult matter to arrange, viz., how we were to 
appear in decent costume and to present ourselves to the Port Lincoln 
inhabitants. Our garments were in the last stage of dilapidation. We 
had not made any change of clothing for sixteen days ; we had been 
under the necessity of abandoning all our spare changes. The gum scrub 
had torn our nether garments to ribbons, and patches had to be made of 

Sieces of blankets of any colour obtainable ; it might be dingy scarlet, 
eep blue, striped, or dirty white, or in some cases with fancy-coloured^ 
much-worn saddle-cloths. These had in a great measure to take the 
place of the original materials left behind on the bushes. Our inventive 
faculties had to be taxed to the greatest possible extent, for the work 
was a crying necessity, and the fact was none of us were experienced or 
skilful in such work. 1 must not omit to mention that the legs of our boots 
had remained to us to our great benefit, but the soles had parted compan^^. 
Well, in this motley array, the party started next morning for the Resi- 
dency, a distance of thirty-two miles, and many a laugh we indulged in 
on the way. But I must change the subject to one of grief, for on our 
way we first came to the deserted and destroyed stations of the murdered 
Brown and Biddies, and here a more melancholy sight could not be 
imagined than met us. The flowers in one of the gardens were in full 
bloom, displaying the beauties of peaceful nature, growing up around the 
shattered furniture, recklessly destroyed and cast about here and there. 
There was one table standing on its legs, with its top stuck full of nails, 
which had been driven into it for amusement. On the legs and other 
parts were still to be seen dried blood and human hair clinging, as they 
had been dashed from the mangled heads of the already dead bodies. 
We shuddered on viewing such devastation on peaceful stations. The 
first inhabited station We reached was the Hawson's, three miles from 
the township, and here ourselves and horses were most hospitably re- 
ceived and treated. 

" In the evening we reached Port Lincoln, and surely such a gro- 
tesque troop breaking the stillness of the quiet township never was seen ; 
nor such a reception — with barking of dogs, rejoicing shouts mingled 
with peals of laughter — as greeted the arrival "of our volunteer relief 
party, supposed to oe lost and dead. We were here detained some days, 
as there was no vessel leaving the bay for Port Adelaide. One evening, 
to our astonishment and great surprise, a party came in overland fiom 
Adelaide, which proved to be under the command of Mr. Eyre, who, on 
the return of Mr. Tolmer and the troopers who had left our small body of 
men, had been speedily equipped and ordered by the Governor to follow 
the volunteers, to aid and lead them, and to seek for Mr. 0. C. Button 
and his servants and stock. Jt had been rumoured that we had been all 
killed, as well as the unfortunate gentleman whom we went out to save ; 
but our proposed rescuers, instead of finding our remains, discovered us 
with a jolly party discussing egg-flip. 

''Mr. Eyre had suffered more severely than we had; for on flnding 
the waters exhausted by us, he had to push for the beach of the Gulf, 
after losing one horse. His party consisted of three troopers and one 
black man." 
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The great anxieties and troubles which had occurred even up to 
the date of the circumstances already related in the " Early Experiences'* 
will give some idea of the impoUcy of the course pursued by Captain 
Grey in cutting down the police force in numbers ana pay to one-half, as 
he reported in one of his earliest despatches to Lord Stanley, which was 
50on found to be a grave error. * 

The report of Mr. Eyre will be given hereafter. 



* See Appendix No. 4, Major O'Halloran's retirement. 
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CHAPTER L. 



Concluding Account of Poet Lincoln Muedbrs, and 

Execution of Natives. 

In closing this series of articles^ it may be remarked that should such 
papers be continued they must have a title, ** Later Experiences." In 
this concluding chapter it will be necessary to summarise some of the 
subjects already commenced. The first will be a very painful task, viz., 
to give a return which was made by SherifE William Boothby, Esq., to 
the Parliament, of the conviction and execution of the native murderers 
of detached white settlers of the South-East Lake country, and in the 
out districts of Port Lincoln. 

COPY of bepobt. 
First, the murder of Geo. MacGrath, on the 3rd of June, 1844, at Mac- 

Grath's Flat, South-East, by Werd Maldera, alias Peter. Hung 

in front of Her Majesty's Gaol, Adelaide, 29th March, 1845. 
Murder of Captain John Beevor, in Port Lincoln District, May 3, 1849, 

by three natives, Neulatta, Pulluruninga, Keelgulta. Hung at Port 

Lincoln, November 9, 1849. 
Murder of Peter Brown, near Franklin Harbor, June 1, 1866, by three 

natives, Wadmiltie, Pamgulta, Dyelta. Hung at Franklin Harbor, 

January 14, 1866. 
Murder of John Jones, near Franklin Harbor. Murderer hung at 

Franklin Harbor, May 13, 1860. 
Murder of Thomas G. Bergeest, at Fowler's Bay, by two natives, Nel- 

gerrie, alias Peter, Telcherrie, alias Harry. Hung at Fowler's Bay, 

January 19, 1861. 
Murder of Margaret A. Impey, in Port Lincoln district, by two natives, 

Karrabidne, Mangeltie. Hung at Port Lincoln, May 2^ 1861. 
Murder of "William Walker, near Venus Bay, by Mangultie. Hung at 

Venus Bay, September 8, 1863. 

The natives who had committed the crimes of murder in the 
previous melancholy list in the Port Lincoln country were first caught, 
after infinite trouble, then with witnesses brought to Adelaide, and after 
being tried and found guilty, after sentence were conveyed by the Sheriff 
and a sufficiently strong party to the respective districts in which the 
crime had been committed, and there hung at the several dates given. 

The above revolting histonr has been given to close ^the experiences 
of the difficulties encountered by the first settlers in the Lake and Port 
Lincoln districts from attacks of the natives. It is a subject painful to 
reflect upon ; but all such experiences in every part of Australia have 
proved that in situations where a state of safety for the lives and pro- 
perties of white intruders has been attained, without exception it has 
been where in the first instance oi occu'^^AA.cwi \Kt^^ wvd concentrated 
bodies of whites have settled down *, ot \ii otiiet c»afcfe"^\i«t^^^>^iw28&^ 
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haying taken adyanta^e of a few individufds venturing to occupy lonely 
places, haye killed uiem, safety for succeeding parties has not been 
secured undl a dread has ^been forested in the minds of the offending 
tribe by speedy and severe punishment on the offenders and accomplices^ 
and on those who sheltered them. It is a fact which cannot be aenied 
tliat there has been no safety for the lives and properties of the whites 
imtil such a dread has been established. 

The now lost or defunct Adelaide or Cowandilla tribe has been held 
up as a 'pattern tribe, because the members of it committed so few 
aggressions of a serious nature against the settlers on their arrival ; but 
then, it must be remembered, in proof of the preceding statement, that 
the first settlers landed in overwhelming numbers and poured out of 
Ist^ ships, producing a great awe of the powers of the strange race 
amving. 

Then, to do justice to these aboriginal wanderers, it must be urged 
that it was the duty of the Government from the beginning of our in- 
trusion to have made a sufEcient aboriginal reserve of land in every 
tribal district, and to have respected their established native laws by 
negotiating with each successive tribe for consent to a white settlement 
to DO formed in, or for a party of whites to cross over, their country. It 
was well known from the first that by the laws of their several tribes no 
stranger was allowed to enter the country of another tribe except by 
consent, or he was liable to be killed. 

Then it was assumed by the authorities that by reading of the 
Queen's proclamation fdl the native tribes in the province oy that 
simple observance became subjects of Her Majesty, and from that 
time they were presumed to \mderstand the laws they were required to 
obey. 

On reflecting on the long list of executions, it will not be unjust to 
say that through the weak measures adopted, and the mi&taken instruc- 
tions issued by Captain Grey at the beginning of the outbreak, he left a 
legacy of difficulties which culminated in additional massacres of the 
whites and the necessary legal executions of the murderers. Many, 
VTithout doubt, have, however, at different times been shot by the whites 
rather than risk the tardy and uncertain legal punishment. 

It is not advisable to enlarge further ujpon this unsatisfactory sub- 
ject, or to repeat here statements as to the insnfRciency of the arrange- 
ments made under orders from home applying to the aboriginal pro- 
tectorate, as this subject has already been dealt with in a previous part of 
this work ; but it is well to repeat Major O'Halloran's opinion of the 
special incompetency of the Missionary Protector who was appointed to 
act in the Port Lincoln district of the province, inasmuch as he was help- 
less and afraid to mix with the people whom he was sent to protect, and 
on him such grave responsibility was placed. 

It is also a fact, not for the whites to be proud of, that advantage 
was taken by the intending settlers of the normal weak organisation of th& 
natives, who, from the very nature of the climate and country, in the 
original scarcity of water and food, especially in the absence of natural 
and edible fruits and roots, could only exist in small scattered families or 
tribes and maintain life, chiefly depending on such food as snakes^ re^^tllea.. 
and insects. These tribes, althoush weo^ wa^ ^^\|jwAft^, ^«t^ ^-^ V'SsSl 
in check by the large numbers of the 'w\n.ie% %.Tf«\n\i,. ^ VOa. «^vR)a: ^ Vm 
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class of aboriginals scattered about a yast extent of country, there was 
no necessity forced upon the Goyemment here or the governing powers at 
heme to treat with such a race in the same manner as would be required 
with a superior and less-diyided people. 

There is one fact patent that the natives fayourably placed as to 
superior food and abundance of water were found to be specimens of 
humanity finer in bodily development, and possessed of superior brain 
power than other less favoured tribes^ and were also more dangerous to 
cope with. Under the above circumstances it was incumbent on the 
rulers and founders of the colony to have acted as the real protectors of 
such people when embracing them among its subjects, and not to have 
rested satisfied with the appointment of a few nominal aboriginal pro- 
tectors to dole out a scanty supply of necessaries, and to employ them- 
selves in persuading the supplanted and helpless natives to refrain from 
attacks on those who were taking their land from them and destroying 
or driving away their game without adequate compensation. 

The researches by our professors into the relics of bygone ages have 
not brought to light any traces of an ancient and more exalted race of 
human beings, former inhabitants of this land, when nature was so 
bountiful and competent to support advanced and more numerous inhabi- 
tants in competence and plenty ; although such scientific gentlemen have 
found preserved remains and proofs of former gigantic vegetation, and of com- 
paratively large classes of animals which have lived in distant a^es. Fox 
those of the white race who have to succeed the present inhabitants at 
some future distant period the consideration is a very serious one^- 
whether this country is progressing towards greater dryness and aridity, 
and is going downwards, or if the return has commenced to its previous 
luxuriant state. This subject, the writer is informed, has been lately 
treated on by one of our professors. It is considered safe to say (by one 
who viewed the old giants of the forest forty years ago either erect or 
prone) that the future changes either way are likely to be veiy slow, and ^ 
will not affect any but a very distant generation unless the upward^ 
^change has commenced, and improvement in rainfall can be increased by 
artificial agencies, such as abundance of water lodges constructed in the 
numerous gullies in the ranges, dams in the watercourses as they cross 
the plains, and by tapping artesian springs in a country giving ample 
encouragement for sucn works by its general conformation. 

The Divine command is *' to increase and multiply and replenish the . 
earth and subdue it." It is not presumptuous in those who believe in 
the Bible to believe that in ooeying such a command, which must 
especially apply to such an unimproved country as this was, favourable 
xesults will follow and blessings attend the works carried on in obedience 
to it and in reliance on its implied promise. To reflect on the millions of 
tons of water which annually flow to waste naturally gives rise to regret 
that by some systems of reserves a large portion of such a valuable 
•element is not utilised in irrigation in the dry season, and that no such 
system has commenced. 

A large horticulturist has stated that he is prepared to pay to the 
CorpoiBtion of Adelaide £1 an acre for a supply of the waste water of 
the city, and many of his neighbo\n% &i« ea^ \x^ \a mllin^ to do the 
same. These properties are situated to liK^e '^^«^. ol VJaa c^ • 
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On October 25, 1845| Captdn Grey vacated Ids office as GoTemor of 
this colony. Before the expiration of the usual period of gubernatorial 
exchanges he was hastily ordered by the Imperial authorities to assume 
the office of Goyemor of New Zealand, in consequence of the serious 
outbreak of the Maories in that dependency. These tribes, as they 
proved in this contest, were of a higher type than any aboriginal inhabi- 
tants Europeans have attempted to subdue in any part of the world 
during the' last three centuries, and were not to be overpowered or treated 
as the miserable Australian natives might be; nor were they to be 
deprived of their land without compensation with impunity. And here 
again comes in the questions of food and climate as agents in raising or 
depressing races of men, or even of animals. As to Captain Grey and 
the task which had been assigned to him, he found it a most onerous and 
responsible one, as a war had been drifted into between the British and. 
the Maories — one of the little wars from which it is said England is 
never free. In this instance the Governor, who was an educated soldier, 
found these natives worthy to cross weapons with the veterans whom he 
had to send against them, and were found hard to be beaten in their wild 
country and behind their stockades. 

At the time Captain Grey left his seat of Government he had wit- 
nessed the commencement of renewed and sound prosperity brought 
about by the indomitable perseverance of the settlers. When called on 
the earth had given forth her increase in food for flocks yielding wool for 
export, and for the sustenance of increasing herds of cattle ; also from 
her bowels had commenced to come yields of silver lead and copper ores 
for export. Thus the colony commenced her career as an exporting 
community, and has continued in such a course until it has attamed in 
exports the highest average per head of its inhabitants of any com- 
mimity in the world. 

iJuring Captain Grey's residence here it was not possible for him to 
,^become a popular Governor, as his stringent instructions from the Colo- 
^nial Office had a most crushing effect on the community, and they were 
carried out by him with firmness and determination to obey orders, 
although he ultimately evinced a desire to assist claimants on the 
Government for goods supplied and work performed under the orders of 
his predecessor, Colonel Gawler. To meet such just claims he drew 
bills, which were dishonoured, and he received an unmerited censure 
from Lord Stanley, Secretary for the Colonies, as has been already 
explained. He also got wron^ in making promises as to the claims of 
the firm of Borrow & Goodiar, which he was unable or unwilling to- 
fulfil. On these accounts very severe censures were published in the 
papers, and much indignation was generally expressed at what was rated 
as repudiation. 

The Governor also struck upon another rock — one that Governments 
frequently meet with, even in countries where representation precedes 
taxation, but in the case of the then Government of South Australia 
there was not even the semblance of representation. The power of the 
Governor was unchecked by any influence but such as resided in Down- 
ing-street, and there no sympatiiy existed in the person of the Colonial 
Secretary of State, when that post was filled by Lord Stanley. 

On the intention of the Governor becom\ii^ ^\vJQ\Ss\^>53>L<5i^ 
posing beaifry and exorbitant Port dues, a T^M\A\ft TDLa^\!\3Q%^^AV<^\^^2DSs.^ 
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deputation waited on him, composed of a body of influential gentlemeni 
who respectfully remonstrated acfainst the proposed impolitic measure, 
urging as the subjects of Her Majesty resicung in the colony of South 
Australia, that they had no voice through any form of representation, 
and they entered their protests on behalf of the inhabitants at large 
against the proposed impost. 

The reply he gave them, as reported in the papers of the day, was 
that he would enact taxation before any kind of representation was 
granted. 

The deputation left his presence with their feelings considerably 
ruffled, and great indignation spread throughout the province, but the 
inhabitants on this as well as on all occasions since the foundation of 
the colony acted under such restraint as becomes good subjects, and in a 
short time he withdrew the obnoxious tax. 

In justice to Captain Grey, an extract from a despatch to him from 
Lord Stanley, of December 24, 1842, must be given, on the liberty he 
had taken to pay claims. 

" The justification which you have urged for the course taken by you 
is in substance this — that you understand that all the bills drawn by your 
predecessor were to be accepted at length and paid, and that the cktims 
m satisfaction of which you were about to draw those bills were similar 
to those on account of which Governor Gawler drew his bills. It is true, 
that in order to sustain the credit of the Colonial Government, the 
Home Government ultimately consented to provide for the payment of 
all Colonel Gawler's biUs ; you were warned not to draw any bills with- 
out having previously received authority to do so.'' Astonishment may 
well be felt and expressed on the extraordinary obtuseness of Lord 
Stanley in not perceiving that the question was not merely as to Colond 
Gawler exceedmg his instructions as to drawing bills, but whether the 
claims were just, and if the liabflities had been incurred principally in 
•erecting necessary public buildings. 

However, the severe and imfair censure which Captain Ghrey received 
must be accepted as an apology for his strict adherence to orders in other 
cases, although such a course might withhold justice from struegling 
colonists. It may be mentioned here that one of the great stumoling- 
blocks which stood in the way of claims outstanding at that time, and 
one most relied on, was that for the erection of what was incorrectly pro- 
nounced to be an unnecessarily large Gaol. 

The writer, on a visit to the same establishment whilst preparing 
these papers, obtained from Mr. Howell, the present keeper, the folh)wing 
information : — That an additional yard, with usual accommodation, be- 
sides other internal buildings, had been added to the first structure ; that 
in June, 1877, the number of prisoners confined was 197 ; and that the 
establishment on a proper separate system was only still competent to 
-accommodate 110. 

In closing this series, in which have been collected and published 

, some of the early colonial experiences, the "vrnter has endeavoured to give 

fair and impartial information, which, he trusts, while it may afford some 

entertainment, will at the same time correct mistakes and inaccuracies 

which have been put forth respecting the early days of the settlement. 

Me biatoTY Las been brought to the v wg^ ol ^ \s^^^\ ^\A\a q1 ^xosQerity, 

during which great public works Tdlov© "Hi^ttVi axxVi^^ajjoLeii^^ %wi.attiL^$c^^^ 
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sncli prosperity having been, as to climate, subject only to occasional 
drougnts, producing checks which all communities are more or less ci^ed 
upon to bear from one cause or another. 

Finally, should encouragement be given, the subject may be further 
continued by recounting the. gigantic works performed by such a youig 
community. 



SUCCESSION OF GOVERNORS OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

FROM 1836 TO 1856. 



Captain John Hindmarsh, R.N., K.H., from 28th December, 1836, to 
16th July, 1838. 

George Milner Stephen* Esq. (Officer Adm. Govt.) from 16th July, 
1838, to 17th October, 1838. 

Lieut,-Col. George Gawler, K.H., from 17th October, 1838, to 1 6th May^ 
1841. 

George Grey, Esq., from 16th May, 1841, to 25th October, 1846. 

lieut.-Col. Fred. Holt Robe, from 26th October, 1845, to 2nd Auerust, 

1848. 

Sir H. Ed. Fox Young, Kt., from 2nd August, 1848, to 20th December, 
1864. 

Boyle Travers Finniss, Esq. (Officer Adm. Govt.), from 20th December^ 
1864, to 8th June, 1866. 
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APPENDICES 



No. L 



Addenda — ^Discotbbt of Port Adxlaidb. 

Admiral Puli«en haying obligmgly furnished through Mr. A. Barker 
interesting accounts of his early experiences in the necessarily first works 
in opening the new province, but which did not reach the author until the 
first sheets of the Early Experiences had passed the press, the pleasing 
matter has to appear as a supplementary chapter, preceded by extracts 
from the published journals of Colonel Light, as necessary to exhibit 
what trouble was caused to him and his party in consequence of his look?- 
ing out in the dry part of the year for the lake of fresh water and the 
streams of running sweet water which Captain Jones had reported he 
had seen on his visit to the same locality; but, as we now know, that in- 
spection must haye been after a heavy fall of rain in a wet season. 

After Colonel Light left Kangaroo Island as an unsuitable locality for 
the capital, and calling at Bapid Bay, he sailed from thence up St. v^in- 
cent's Gulf, and came to anchor in one quarter less five fathoms on Sep- 
tember 24, 1836. 

Extract from his diary : — " Opposite to the brig appears a very exten- 
sive flat, to the northward and east of which mangroves were to be seen 
lining the shore. 

'* 25th. — Left the ship to examine what appeared to be an inlet, 
and on passing up the same at about half a mile the boat grounded ; 
on getting off I returned on board. On the report of Mr. Hill, second 
mate, that he had seen from the mast-head a considerable river, I again 
left the ship in the hatch boat to explore, and after walking along the 
beach without success returned to the brig. At 4 p.m. an opening was 
plainly seen from the brig. I had gone along the shore southward. Mr. 
Field during my absence had gone in the jolly-boat and had entered and 
sounded the mouth of a considerable river, which I determined to explore 
Bext day. 

'^ 26th. — At 9 a.m. entered the river ; the first reach runs about two 
miles. After passing the channel we came into a good vdde river ; on 
going some distance and finding it did not accord with Captain Jones's 
description of the harbour he discovered, I determined to run higher up 
the Grulf, and to examine this place at a future period, and returned to 
the brig. 

" September 27th.— After running up the Gulf, at 3 p.m. anchored in 
three fatnoms. IVom this poBition co\ud b^^ t\v^ \i«^q\ ^^^-^^ "^^ 
hid down byFUnden. Dispatched Mi.l^iA^'m^'^ \^lA««w\»\ ^'^\s» 
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return he reported no harbour could exist there ; returned to the last 
anchorage. 1 now despaired of ever finding the beautiful harbour des- 
cribed by Jones. 

" September 28th. — At half-past 6 sent Mr. Pullen andClaughton in 
the hatch-boat. They having shaped their course along shore we got 
under weigh to run with easy sail as nearly abreast the boat as we coiud. 
We had after a little time the satisfaction of seeing them enter an inlet, 
and soon after disappear. I was now full of hope that Jones's harbour 
was at last found, and at 1 p.m. came to an anchor in our former berth 
to await the return of the hatch-boat. At half-past 2 Mr. Field went 
in the jolly-boat to look at the same river I had been in on the 26th. 

" Mr. Field met Mr. Pullen in the gig, who had left the hatch-boat 
at anchor at the northern entrance ; each party after communicating 
separated, Mr. Field returning to the brig, Mr. Pullen to the hatch- 
boat. I now remained in great anxiety between hope and fear. A 
report brought back by Mr. Field that Mr. Pullen had seen no fresh 
water damped me much, and I could only remain tiU his return before 
determining what course to pursue. 

" September 29th. — Mr. Pullen returned and reported his entrance 
by the northern channel, and no fresh water met vdth. He further stated 
that there were two separate channels. This was so different to the 
account given by Jones that I felt a great disappointment. 

" September 30th. — Left the ship in the surveying boat (qy., the 
hatch-boat, with Mr. Pullen) and got into the harbour by a small chajmel 
about a mile to the northward of the southern entrance, and with a fine 
breeze from the north-west passed up a reach fully three miles in extent 
to the southward, carrying three or four fathoms all the way. We went 
on the island (Torrens) and found no fresh water. At the end of this reach 
a large inlet apj^eared still keeping a southwardly direction ; but I was 
anxious to examine the creek to the eastward in a line with Mount Lofty. 
Into this I bent my course with the strong hope of finding it prove the 
mouth of some fresh water stream from the mountains. (In this he was 
disappointed.) On the rise of the tide I returned to uie hatch-boat, 
which being now afloat we got under way, and having now fully per- 
suaded inyself that no part of this harbour could be that described by 
Captain J ones, I resolved on returning to the brig to run again down the 
coast (south) and see if by any chance we could have missed so desirable 
a shelter." 

I here bring forward Captain Jones's account as given subsequently 
in Colonel Light's diary on which he so unfortunately depended, and ia 
doing so endured great trouble and loss of time. 

Captain Jones's report : — '* The inlet (miscalled Sixteen-mile Creek) 
is a stream of fresh water, at about fifteen or twenty miles north of this 
river. I (Captain Jones) discovered a fine harbour, sheltered by an island, 
which is about three niiles in circumference, with abundance of fresh 
water upon it, as well as some streams running into the harbour from the 
main land." 

Continuation of the diary : — " October 1st. — ^At 6 a.m. made sail for 
the brig, at half-past 8 got on board and got under way once more in 
search of Jones's harbour." 

So much for the mis^oitune oi \ia.wi^ Tilled on an exaggerated 
description ot what Captain JoneB saw. "Dqma OoVQ►ltf^\i^gsA ^jfi6xa.\^^ 
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his back on what he ultimately adopted as Port Adelaide, maMng light 
of the work accomplished by Mr. Pullen, in the first passage up the 
Sixteen-mile Greek, in his truthful but less florid report, furnished to 
his superior officer on September 29th. 

On the subject of the ultimate adoption of Port Adelaide, it is only 
necessary to continue to give extracts from Colonel Light's diary, to be 
followed by information gained from Admiral Pullen's letters, recently 
received. 

Diary continued : — "October 1st. — Running down the coast south, 
was enchanted with the extent of the plain to the north (qy., west) 
«f Mount Lofty. All the glasses in the ship were in requisition. 
At length, seeing something like the mouth of a small river (Glenelg 
Creek), and a country with trees so dispersed as to allow the sight 
of most luxuriant green underneath, stood in and anchored in tlu*ee 
and a half fathoms, in mud and weeds, about one and a half miles 
from the mouth of the river. 

"October 3rd. — At 9 a.m. went on shore to examine plains. A 
gardener (with a spade) named Laws was landed. The gig's crew were 
desired to pull along shore and stop at the mouth of the river. Messrs. 
Claughton and Woodford accompanied Laws, keeping someway inland 
to examine the soil, while Pullen and myself kept along the beach. We 
proceeded about two miles, but found nothing out a wide indenture of 
the coast. We walked five miles further, and then returned to the place 
where we landed. At 4 p.m. all retiurned on board. I was much 
gratified at the report Laws gave me of the soil, he being a good judge. 

" October 4th. — Went on shore at 9 a.m. to examine the plain. I 
cannot express my delight at seeing no bounds to a flat of fine rich- 
looking coimtry, with abundance of fresh water lagoons. The little 
river, too, was deep. After walking some distance through long grass 
returned to the beach at 2 p.m., and getting into the gig pulled on 
board. 

" October 5th. — Sent Messrs. Claughton and Jacob to trace the river 
up. At 1 p.m. these gentlemen returned, and said the river at four miles 
up was fresh. It was then a very narrow stream bending to the N.E., 
and appeared to have its source in the plains. 

" The brig proceeded down the coast. At 1.30 p.m. hove-to on the 
10th abreast a river — (qy. Onkaparinga.) — ^A native woman on board 
had mentioned this, and I sent Mr. Pullen in the gig to examine tbe 
entrance. At 2.10 he returned, and rei>orted his seeing a large river 
for some distance, but the sand bar having much surf over it he was 
nearly upset. Again disappointed in my hopes of finding Jones's 
harbour, I now felt fully convinced that no such thing could exist on 
this coast, at least as described by him. 

"11th. — At 5.45 got under way. Atnoon'we observed a boat coming 
towards us. At 2 p.m. hove-to ; the boat brought Mr. John Morphett 
€md Mr. Samuel Stephens. They reported the arrival of the Cygnet at 
Nepean Bay, and the landing of stores, and that the people were hutting 
themselves. I now resolved on going into Rapid Bay, and after landing 
some sibres there, to send the brig to Kangaroo Island to fetch over the 
assistant surveyors, that they might be ©m^lo'jft^ m \)ftft «>m.^«^ ^-^i. *^ka 
aide the gulf during my examination oi "Poxt lAiva^^, ^^« 
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'^Noyember 2nd. — Divided the aurveving party into two, Mr. Kings- 
ton having the largest party, and Mr. Gilbert with the greater part of 
the stores, to embcurk on board the Kanid for Holdfast Bay. Mr. Finniss^ 
with his party, including Mr. Jacob, Mr. Hiram Mildred,' and others to 
remain at Rapid Bay, each party to make as many observations as possible 
during my absence at Port Lincoln or elsewhere. 

^* November 6th. — At 4 p.m. the Africaine, Captain Duff, arrived at 
Rapid Bay with Mr. Gouger, Colonial Secretary, Mr. Brown, Emigra- 
tion Agent, and other passengers. Mr. Gouger questioned me as to 
where we should settle. I could only recommend his proceeding to 
Holdfast Bay for the present, but stating that I could not guarantee 
permanent settlement there. With Captain Duff I embarked at 10 a.m. 
on the 7th. 

" 8th. — Landed at Holdfast Bay, met by Mr. Field and Mr. Morphett, 
who had been out exploring. The accounts given by these gentlemen, 
though not unfavorable, did not cheer the spirits of the new comers. 
Messrs. Field, Kingston, and Morphett had made a few miles inland, and 




Largest 
the creek will be its harbour. 

" November 20. — Sailed for the creek (i.e., sixteen-mile creek), taking 
Mr. Kingston with me. At 6 p.m. we came to anchor in the first reach, 
all hands overjoyed at the little brig's berth in so snug a spot. 

" November 21. — Left the brig by the hatch-boat with Messrs. King- 
ston, Morphett, and Pullen, to examine the southern reach which I had 
before left unnoticed." 

Extract letter to the Commissioners : — '^ November 22nd (dated). 
The Harbour. I could not leave this coast without looking once more at 
this harbour. We steered at once for this beautiful anchorage, and ran 
the brig in, where we now lie at single anchor althou&:h it is now blow- 
ing a gale of wind from the south-west with thick rainy weather. We 
were more than delighted to find the creek running into the plain so far. 
I am now more than ever persuaded that it is connected vdtn the freiA 
water lagoons. It is one of the finest little harbours I ever saw. We 
had three fathoms water and very often four fathoms at dead low water 
in sailing up. I have sent Mr. Kingston to trace the connection between 
the head of the salt water creek and the fresh water, and to make his way 
back to the Glenelg camp by land." 

" November 26th. — Got under way and out of the harbour with a 
light breeze. At 1 p.m. anchored in Holdfast Bay." 

Extract from Mr. Kingston's letter : — " I kept along the banks of 
the river (creek) about two miles, when I think it had its source in the 




to view the course of the river by the reeds, until I found it again run- 
ning through a regular bed," &c.' 

Colonel Light, after giving instructions to Mr. Kingston to 

follow up his discovery of the running river Torrens, left for Port 

Lincoln. What he found there has been already described in the 

bodf of this work. On bis letum \.o ^\,. NVoa^ii^u^ Q^^ <m Decern- 
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l)er 17th^ ''at daylight, Mount Lofty and the range of hills seen. At 
10 came to anchor, and went ashore to see our party. The time now 
lost in much extra labour, and the arrival of many people from 
England makes me anxious to find some place to locate the land pur- 
chasers and others, and from every answer from the sealers and from the 
view I have had of the western coast (of the Gulf) I felt convinced I . 
should never find anything more eligible than the neighbourhood of 
Holdfast Bay. As for Encounter Bay I resolved on leaving that to a 
future period for the following reason: — I never could fancy for one 
moment that any navigable entrance from the sea into the lake could 
possibly exist. On looking at Flinders' chart, and considering the 
exposea situation of that coast, moreover the very circumstance of so 
large a lake being there, was a convincing proof to me that the Murray 
€oiud not have a passage sufficiently deep or wide to discharge its waters 
into the sea. Deep and fine harbours with good entrances are only found 
where the shore is high, hard, or rocky ; sand alone can never preserve a 
clear channel against the scud of the sea such as must inevitably be 
throvni on the coast about Encounter Bay." 

*' On my arrival at Nepean Bay reports of the sealers I obtained con- 
firmed the opinion I held that there was no such thing as a harbour along 
that coast, I therefore thought I should be throwing away valuable timd 
in examining there." 

" December 18th. — ^At half-past nine got under way with the Tarn 
o* Shanter for the harbour, at six entered the first reach and came to 
anchor ; about 11 a.m. the Tam o' Shanter struck on the edge of the 
western sandspit, having three fathoms of water within half her own 
length ; she laid here until the 22nd ; about 4 p.m. she was hove oft, 
bom crews assisting, and both ships made sail for the higher part of the 
harbour, preceding both ships ^n my hatch-boat." 

'' It was really beautiful to look back and see two British ships for 
the first time sailing up between mangroves in fine smooth water, in a 
creek that had never before borne the construction of the marine 
architect, and which at some future period might be the channel of 
import and export of a great commercial capital. Having got both ships 
up tiie harbour, I shall leave my narrative of the marine part of the 
expedition and proceed to my work on shore.'' 

Thus ended the Surveyor-Greneral's anxieties about the adoption of 
the main central harbour by the the adoption of the work of Mr. Pullen. 

" December 24th. — Walked over the plain to that part of tJie river 
where Mr. Kingston had pitched his^ tent (the site of the future capitals). 
My first opinions with regard to this place became still more confirmed 
by this tnp. Having traversed over nearly six miles of a beautiful fiAt, I 
arrived at the river, and saw from this a continuation of the same plain 
for at least six miles more to the foot of the hills under Mount Lofty, 
affording an immense plain of level and advantageous groimd for occupa- 
tion. Having settled future work with Mr. Kingston, I returned to 
make arrangements for finally leaving the ship. 

*' December 28th. — Pitched my tent near Mr. Kingston's at the side 
of the river. I heard of the Governor's arrival at Holdfast Bay, but 
having much to do had not time to ^o downX.o TSi!^^\.\i\m« 

''December 30th.— His EaLceWeixc^ \)Sx^ ^o^^w^sst ^crv?*^^ "^^ ^^ 
camp, and we walked togetliex thotYi^ m^\.%^^\:aft^^\»^-^^^^«^^^^ 
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His Excellency expressed his sense of the beauty of the place, but said 
it was too far from the harbour.'' But, nevertheless, the site was adopted, 
on which is now built the most beautiful city in the Southern Hemis- 
phere. Colonel light, in deference to the Governor, entertained the 
idea of placing the city on the banks of the Torrens about one and a 
half miles lower down, but finding both above and below his first choice 
marks of the river overflowing its banks, he fortunately returned to hia 
first choice. 

Extracts fbom Admhial Pullbn's Letters. 

The following interesting notes (received too late for earlier 
insertion), extracted and fumiwedby Mr. A. Barker from correspondence 
with the Admiral, with whom he was engaged on board the Rapid, 
with the preceding portions of Colonel Light's diary, should be read 
after page 10, chapter 1, before Mr. C. W. Stuart's narration. The 
following are generally in the Admiral's own words : — 

'' I see in the portions of Colonel Light's journals which have appeared 
in the papers that not one mention of my name is made in them in con- 
nection with the discovery of Port Adelaide. I believe I was the first in 
it {i.e.f the southern reach of the present harbour). You cannot forget 
the brig dropping me with the hatch boat on September 28, 1836, when 
I got into an opening above the present entrance and finally anchored in 
the North Arm, thence proceeding southerly in the gig I passed up the 
long southern reach. Oii my return I met Mr. Field in the joUy-Doat. 
On the next day I sailed out in the hatch-boat bv Light's Passage, and 
on arriving on board the Rapid reported what I had discovered in my trip 
up the long southern reach, on receiving which the Surveyor-General de- 
cided to return with me the next day, on which occasion he confined himself 
to an examination of an eastern branch of the creek, and a patient search for 
fresh water. I have to complain of much the same treatment as to the 
Murray Mouth, as I was the first to enter that river from the sea. 
I feel great interest in that champion stream, and in the colony 
generally in the establishment of which we had something to do, and 
which seems to be flourishing wonderfully. I am now giving all the 
help I can to an engineer to go in for the docks in the Port just 
above the North Arm. A few days a^o I was called on by a gentle- 
man to tell me that such a thing was likely to be undertaken, whom I 
informed it was possible I might be able to give him some important in- 
formation. The spot chosen is near where I got turned out in the water 
on the capsizing of the hatch-boat, bv the force of a heavy squall, in 
beating up for the head of the creek (Old Port). I do not remember the 
names of my men, but it was a narrow escape, especially for poor 
Nation, who was vdth us. I heard of his sad death with great regret." 

Note. — As to the circumstances which confused Colonel Light in 
the essential difference between the state of the water he found in the 
Sixteen-mile Creek, and the somewhat exaggerated account of it gi^en 
by Captain Jones, such a discrepency may be explained from the diJfferent 
season of the year when the creek was seen by them. It is natural to 
suppose, although the date of Jones's visit is not given, that he arrived 
BDa found the fresh state of the heads of the various branches of the 
main creek after a heavy and conlinwe^ leax^lo^V, ^V^Tk. Wi!^ iT^^V<&t& ^^re 
still running, and that fresh water l^iai ^os^Xafi^^ >i)ci!b ^\. «X> «aA\^<2i^ 
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their unapproachable heads, as we know is more or less periodically the 
case now* Jones may also hay e landed on Torreiis Island when he found 
lodges of rain water on it. I may mention that when ships were lying 
at or a littie belo w the Old Port (misery) I heard reports of buckets 
being let down from ships' sides and fre^ water obtained. 

In farther explanation it is observed that the time when Colonel 
light made his inspection of the island and of the easterly brandi creek 
which points towards Mount Lofty was late in the mon-di of November, 
probably i^ter a dry season. Moreover, his idea was a natural on0, that 
a main stream might be found joining the eastern head of the creek, and 
thus he was led to neglect the southern reach on which Mr. Pullen had 
reported, the course of which runs parallel to the coast, and separated 
from it only by a narrow sandy strip of land. It is seen by these b^w 

gublii^ed racts brought side by side that to Admiral Pullen and Sii#(^. 
. Kingston belong the credit of proving that the sixteen-mile salt wdter 
creek and the constantly nmning water of the River Torrens have a 
connection, although after dry months the surface junction disappears. 

I continue to extract from the Admiral's letters to snow his 
work when a master's mate at the Murray Mouth, and his taking a boai 
in and reaching what was called Port Pullen, now the Goolwa. The 
Admiral says : — 

'• Port Pullen, I suppose, will follow (in the loss of his name), for 
the sketch I have lately seen of the entrance to the Murray is nothing 
like what I furnished after I had succeeded in passing in through the 
mouth. There too I nearly lost my life, for on going in in a boat 
expressly built for the river work I was thrown out into the surf. If I 
had lost my presence of mind and let go the steer oar, which the man 
pulling the axter oar called on me to do, I should never have been writing 
this. I do not know how many times I passed down the south-east 
branch, now the Coorong, but the last time was when I went to hunt the 
murderers of the poor shipwrecked passengers and crew of the unfor- 
timate Maria. When I first found the mangled bodies of men, 
women, snd children, all in a nude state, I am certain that if there had 
been any natives present I could not have answered f er the consequences, 
my men being in so exasperated and excited a state. Duncan was one of 
my men. He deserved a better berth than he has ever held since I have 
known him. He came home with me in the Lord Glenelg. The last 
time I saw him was in Valparaiso, in 1849 ; he was boatman's mate in 
theNereus, a Government store-ship, and I was lieutenant in H.M. shib 
Asia." ^ 

" Whilst engaged at the Murray Mouth the Governor, with 
Surveyor Nixon, were with me on Barker's Ejiowle when I was first 
sounding in and out. I have seen several plans and sketches of the 
Channel, but only one of them agrees with the course it had when I 
sailed in in the cutter Waterwitch, and the river only found that course 
a few days before the cutter reached Encounter Bay at my desire, for 
the purpose of sailing her in. Indeed, the course direct out had changed 
so suddenly that I had no time to sound the new one, which winded so 
much that I felt very anxious about it, but I could not give up, so risked 
it and happily succeeded. 

" I can give you little of the events oi l\ift ^t%\. ^«.^^ c>\ "Ov^^. ^Ovwv-^, 
except tram recollection, for when I fttaxle^ ow XJsi'fe ^\yxN«^ ^A v^-e^sv^ 
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Alexandrina, while fitting out at Encounter Bay, I was burned out, and 
what notes I had with everything else I possessed were destroyed except 
a pair of trousers I seized nold of ^when I tumbled out of my cot to 
escape the burning element, then all oyer the roof, leaving me no time 
to get my watch horn under the pillow. That fire commenced in another 
part of the building in which I had placed my instruments, &c., as more 
secure, but they aJl went, and I was helpless, and had to walk the 
whole way to Adelaide to replenish everything (over eighty miles). 

'' After some little time I returned and pitdied my fost camp, and sur- 
veyed what is now called Fort Elliot, a mere notch m the coast, with an 
island or islet called by the then Governor Pullen's Isle, since known, I 
bidlieve, as lipson's, so blotting out all reminiscences of one of the earliest 
pioneers in the work. 

<< My next adventure happened at one of the survey camps (Hill's), 
where a vicious beast of a Timor ponj I had in use threw me, and I was 
four days insensible away from my own camp, and no doctor nearer than 
Adelaide, which accident happened in this way. I had gone to Encounter 
Bay from my camp in the morning for somepurpose in connection with 
my work, when in my return I called at Hill's camp, and found Mjr. 
Nichollsy the Coroner, there. He had lost his horse, and I was asked if I 
found it on my way, I would return with it. I discovered the horse with 
the survey horses, and brought them all in, and whilst sitting carelessly 
with a slack rein on my beast whilst the men secured the horses, t was 
thrown. I do not know whether I fell with my head against a 
tree, or if the pony kicked me on the head. This was on Wednesday 
afternoon, and not until the Sunday following did I recover mr recollec- 
tion, when I woke up in a tent in Mill's camp, with old Dr. Wright and 
one of my men benmng over me. The doctor had arrived that morning, 
and on seeing the state I was in, almost black in the face, thought it was 
all over wvth me. Now, from that dar t6 this I never knew how it 
occurred. I found all my hair of! when I recovered my senses, and my 
left arm much sprained, which I had to wear in a slinff for some time." 

'' Shortly after returning to my camp I received a letter from tha 
Surveyor-General, saying that Governor Gawler with a party wished to 
embark in my boats and go up the Murray, and if I had not sufficiently 
recovered one of the surveyors was to take my boats (Mr. Calder, I 
think), but this I could not allow, and by the time proposed I was ready, 
and cUrectly the party reached my camp a start was made. Two ladies 
went with us — ^Lrs. Sturt and the Governor's eldest daughter. We 
stopped at the North-West Bend and there a camp was fermed. A 
small party started off to explore, and the result of that ride was a sad 
one, where poor Bryant was lost (as given in the body of the book). The 
Governor was nearly gone also. In fact all the party came into the 
«amp in a most exhausted state, also Sturt and Inman who had separated 
from the Governor. One horse had been killed to save human lifa" One 
of the mounts they saw was named Mount Pullen, but this name hae 
been dropped, but is to be seen on some of the original maps. Thus e^ids 
Admiral Jrullen's communications of his work in South Australia. 
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No. n. 

Rb Imyintion of Rbapbb. 
Reports Begiiter and Observer, September ^Btd, 1843. 

Register, — '' At a meetmg of the Com Exchange Committee held at 
Payne's Hotel (now Exchai^e Hotel), Hindley-street, Adelaide, in 
answer to advertisements, were exhibited^ drawings, plans, and models 
by the following persons : — Messrs. G. Phillips, G. Cotter, A. J. Murray^ 
E. N. Emmett, Samuel Marshall, Jas. Pitcher, J. W. Bull, F. Herbert, 
B. Swingler, — Hall, O. Smith, and — Robertson, when it was resoWed 
— 'That no machine has been exhibited which the Committee feel 
justified in recommending for general adoption. — (Signed) W. Pbacook, 
Chairman.' " 

Part of report from Observer, September 23, 1843 : — 

'' Mr. J. W. Bull, of Mount Barker, was now introduced. His 
machine consisted of a long-ioothed comb fixed to a close-bodied cart, 
the teeth being operated on by four revolvinff beaters with square edges, 
which would haye the effect of taking off the ears and depositing them 
in the body of the cart. Mr. Bull explained not only the principles of 
his inyention, but their diversified beneficial application." At the conclu- 
sion of the meeting, Mr. Ridley (who had been present when the models 
were under inspection") stated ** that he had purposely declined entering 
into competition, but nis machine would be ready for action on the fol- 
lowing Monday." 

Bui no machine or model was exhibited by Mr. Ridley at that time. 

J. W. Bull's remarks: — Messrs. Hamilton and Henderson, com 
nierchants, were on the Committee and in attendance. Their chief clerk, 
the late Mr. Thomber, was Secretary. 

The Committee having rejected all the models and plans, I placed 
the model I produced in the hands of Mr. Thomber, and it was displayed 
in the of&ce of the above firm with my instructions that it was at the 
service of the public, as I was unable to bring it out unaided myself. 

Mr. S. Marshall, after the meeting, set to work to construct his 
mowing machine, Mr. Ridley offering to go halves with him. 

See S. Marshall's letters following. 

In answer to the remarks often recently put to J. W. Bull : — " Why 
have you not earlier made your claim to the mvention P" he republishes 
the following letters he wrote the year after the first use of the reaper : — 

[Observer, 16th March, 1846.} 
« TO THB EnrroB. 

''Sir— The favourable results which have attended the use of 
machinery in the ingathering of the com during the past harvest having 
been brought so prominently before the public, I feel it a duty to mysefi 
to trouble you with the following remarks on the origin and history of 
an event which has proved of so much value to the colony. 

" In September, 1843, pursuant to the public announcement, a meeting 
was held at Payne's Hotel, called by the Corn Exchange Committee, to 
examine models, plans, and drawings, and to adjudicate thereom See 
AddUdde Observer, Register, and other papers. 

/^ That meeting I attended, but I had been long previously and firmly 
peniiaded that no machinery could be profitably applied to standing com 

K 1 
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in this climate except by strippiDg off at the ears only. I there presented a 
model of a machine to be constructed with such a yiew. Its principles 
consisted of an iron comb, and of reyolving beaters moved by belts con- 
nected with the motion of the carriage wheels. 

" Although many ingenious plans were placed by exhibitors before the 
Committee^ by no other nerson than myself was a machine combining the 
above principles proposed or produced either at the meetinpp in question 
or at any of the subsequent ones which took place by adjournment. I 
beg to refer you to your files with the report of the meeting, in which 
you will find the ol)servations I made upon my plan, and my expressions 
of confidence as to its ultimate success. 

*^ Not being a constructor of machines, and from particular circum- 
stances not prepared at that time to have one made under my own 
directions, I was obliged to rest satisfied with placing the matter simply 
but fully and unequivocally before the public, in the earnest hope that 
through the instrumentalilhr of others the benefits I foresaw in its ado]^ 
tion might be effected. The hope has been ampler realised (though it 
may now be said to an extent not imagined at the tmie). 

** I must here, and vdth much pleasure, bear testimony to the great 
credit which is due to Mr. Ridley for his spirited exertions in brii^^ing 
into action machines constructed on these principles. But whilst I con- 
cede to him all the honour which he has earned in this matter, I cannot 
lose sight of the fact that I came forward at the public call and presented 
a skeleton working model, and explained those principles whidi hay» 
been so successfully employed by him. 

^' Having now myself had the experience of two years in the use 
of such a locomotive harvest machine, I shall be happy to furnish you 
with some remarks at a future time on their application. 

** It is universally admitted that a machine similar to the one I pro- 
posed, though not adopted by the Committee, is the only one by which 
com can be profitably gathered — ^this is proved by the number which 
have been built this year (1844-5) on the same principles by various 
makers. 

'' I feel it right also to state that many months anterior to the meedng 
mentioned I had imparted to several genUemen my ideas, the 8am« as 
subsequently published at the meeting. Haying experienced some in- 
convenience and even annoyance from my known connection with this 
subject, now that the ordeal of trial is over, and none of the einls anti- 
cipated by some have befallen it, I may, I am sure, be very fairly allowed 
to come forward and claim from my brother colonists, the honour of 
having been the originator of a revolution in rural economy which wiH 
prove of inestimable advantage to our conmion country. 

'* I am, Sir, &c., 

<<J. W. Bull. 

" Blackwood, Mount Barker, lOth March, 1845.'' 

The previous letter having called forth some angry remarks in the 
South Australian paper, the inventor replied, on the 5th of April f blow- 
ing, in the Observet'f as follows : — 

"to the editob. 
''Sir — Perceiving in the South Australian newspaper an article on 
mjr letter, which appeared in youis, Qx^V&iitttoTY ^^ i3iy connection with 
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ftaryeating machines, I merely deem it necessary to state (through you) 
^at if Mr. Ridley will avow the South Australian article to be a 
representation of his claims correctly, or come forward in a public 
manner to contradict any of my statements in that letter, I shall then, in 
either of those cases, feel that 1 may with safety reply. 

'' In the meantime I shall be happy to trouble you with such a list 
of names, confirming dates and particulars, as will substantiate the 
points of my former letter, as early as I can procure authority for 
publishing them. In any allusion to Mr. Ridley in this or in my previous 
letter, I have not deeiied to detract from him, or to assume any merit 
belonging to him. I have merely published facts in connection with 
mysefi, supported by indubitable evidence. 

"J. W. Bull." 

Remarks of the Editor of the Observer on the above letters : — 

'< We fully believe all Mr. Bull has stated, but inasmuch as precisely 
similar ideas may have been entertained by more than one individual 
•contemporaneously with Mr. Bull's avowal of his plan, the same idea 
may have occurred to Mr. Ridley." 

To this is answered that at the time J. W. Bull exhibited his model 
^nd gave his explanations Mr. Ridlej was present and did not then make 
a claim to the invention, or express his approval of it, nor did he commence 
to construct on that principle until some months afterwaids, as see 
Mr. Marshall's letters and the papers reporting the meeting of the 
Reaping Machine Committee. 

The above chaHen^^e not having met with a reply, J. W. Bull rested 
4satified that his claim could not be disputed, and ne now revives it that . 
he may bequeath the honor due to him, to his children ; he has not been 
favoured by fortune, yet he feels he has as a colonist not lived in vain, 
but has contributed largely to the prosperity of his adopted country. 

The republication of the above letters of 1845 are the answer to 
the oft-advanced question put — " Why have jou not at an earlier peribd 
made a public claim ?" and he ventures to think he has proved his case 
on that point as well as on all he has advanced by the previous evidence, 
and furmer by what follows. 

Note. — The following letters were published or received by J. W. 
Bull after a discussion on the subject appeared in the papers : — 

Mr. Whitinoton's Lsttsb. 

^' To Mr. J. W. Bull. « 20th November, 1875. 

"Sir — In reference to your being the inventor of the reaping- 
machine, I can say that in the year 1842 I was carrying on farming 
pursuits in the district of Mount Barker, in your neignbourhood. On 
one occasion in the above year, during a discussion we were engaged in 
4IS to how we should in the coming harvest meet the labour difficulties, 
you informed me you had thought of a plan to do the reaping by a 
machine to act on the ears of the standing crop. Your views I con- 
4ndered at that time to be rather Utopian. I suoseqnently heard (e.e., 
in the early part of 1843) that you had procured a workinfip model of 
vour plan, which you intended to exhibit at a meeting advertised to be 
held m Adelaide. At that meeting I was present wi& others, and «&^ 
your model, which I and some pxeeeuti ^^m\£^\« \ ^\ t^<2J^ ^ ^sw^.^ 
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understand why jou did not yourself bring it to a practical issue, until 
I heard that financial difficulties were the cause. At the ensuing harvest 
Mr. Ridley had a machine in the field which I went to inspect, and at 
once saw it was the adoption of your model. At the time, to do Mr. 
Ridley justice, I did not hear that he claimed to be the inventor. There 
can be no two opinions but that South Australia is indebted to you for 
being the designer of the reaping-machines, which have proved such a 
success. 

' I am, Sir, yours truly, 

" W. S. Whitinoton." 

Extracts from a letter from W. L. Beare, Esq., J.P. — 

" Clare, 26th November, 1875. 

*^ My dear Mr. Bull — I have a clear recollection of the construction 
by my late father of a model of a machine for you, and entirely on your 
ideas. This was exhibited by you in Adelaide, and you were accom- 
panied by my father. Mr. S. Marshall afterwards constructed a machine 
for you, following your model, which first worked at Netly,on my father's 
section ; the beaters were driven by a chain and a leather belt. 

" I am, dear Sir, yours truly, 

" W. L. Beabe.*' 

Mr. Marshall's machine, when constructed, was tried on an eaiiy 
crop of Cape barley in the month of November following (see papers of 
the day). 

Mr. Marshall's letters : — 

" Rundle-street, 26th November, 1876. 

" To Mr. J. W. BuU. 

" Sir — From all I know or can recollect about the origin of what 
is called Ridley's reaper, 1 have no hesitation in stating that there is not 
a single idea in the machine that Mr. Ridley can claim as his own. I 
consider you were the first to originate the idea of thrashing the com as 
it stood in the field. I never considered that any thanks were due to 
Mr. Ridley beyond carrying out the first construction, which few 
mechanics then in the colony could do for want of means. 

'*A number of models and plans were submitted to the Committee ^ 
all of them except yours proposed to cut the crop. 

*^ I exhibited one for mowing. Mr. Ridlev was present but did not 
exhibit, but afterwards offered to go halves with me in mine. 

'* I add that after I tried my machine in November I went to assist 
Mr. Ridley in building his first field reaper. 

''I am, de'ar Sir, 4&c., 

"Rundle-street." "Samuel Mabshall. 

J. W. B. states : — After harvest Mr. S. Marshall constructed a 
machine for me. See Mr. Coull's letter to the Advet'tiser, 

" Athelstone, March 21st, 1876. 
<' Sir — As a number of letters have appeared in the papers as to 
who invented the stripj^er, I state that in the year 1843 I lived and 
carried on my business m Blyth-street. I may well remember all about 
the meeting at Payne's Hotel in September, 1843, where a number of 
models were exhibited, and that Mr. Bull and Mr. Marshall showed 
models, I afterwards made the comb and beaters for the machine, 
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which Mr. Marshall built for Mr. Bull. I had at the time some heavy 
mill work to make for Mr. Ridley, so I can remember all particulars. 
Mr. Bull should have t\ie credit of the invention of a machine to thrash 
a standing crop, and for havinsc given it for the benefit of the colony. 

" I am, Sir, &c., 

" J. G. COULLS." 

"To the Editor of the Advertiser, from S. Herbert, Esq., J.P., 
Wissanpjer, Yankalilla, February 10th, 1876. 

"Sir — ^Will you kindly insert the following as a matter of public 
interest. The comb, the beaters, the reaping-machine, who was the inventor ? 

" In the year 1842, I was living in Adelaide. There was then an 
extended breadth of land under wheat. Labour being scarce, it became 
a question how the crop was to be secured. It had become publicly 
known that Mr. J. W. JBull proposed a machine with comb and oeaters. 
I have not the least doubt that Mr. Bull is the inventor, as no such 
ma'^hine was heard of before that time. Mr. Bull exhibited his model 
in 1843, the only one with comb and beaters. What has been the 
result ? Thousands have obtained wealth and position, and agriculture 
established on a solid base; the value of the public estate greatly 
increased, as seen by the constant flow of money into the Treasury ; 
trade and prosperity of the colony built up." 

In a subsequent letter to the Advertiser, February 20th, 1876, Mr. 
S. Herbert writes: — 

** Was it not Mr. Ridley's intention to have patented the machine 
had he not been threatened bv a caveat ? And now, after more than 
thirty years, I fail to see how he is entitled to the honour, if net at the 
time he produced the machine, i.e, more than three months ^ter the 
meeting for the exhibition of models. I may here remark I have not 
spoken to Mr. Bull for ;|rear8, and I am not aware I ever spoke to him 
in reference to the machine or its inventor. — Ssptimane £u(rbbbt.'' 

By the preceding extracts from reports and letters published in the 
papers, Ac, touching on the meetings of the Reaping-macnine Committee, 
ft will be seen that I (J. W. Bull) was the only exhibitor of the prin« 
ciple of gathering the grain from a standing crop. ' 

Here I will add that I have at all times, in public and private, 
admitted that to Mr. Ridley was due the honour of having first constructed 
at his works a machine on the principle I produced, and which I gave to 
the public. I did not oppose the small reward Mr. Ridley obtained after 
he succeeded in the field in proving my principle ; I only idFterwards 
atood in the way of a patent beinj^ taken out for an invention I had given 
to the colony at a time when its immense value was not anticipated. 

To conclude this lengthy note with an apology for its insertion in 
the appendix of this work, I trust my readers will accept tiie case (as a 
sufficient one, which I have here presented, that my design and plan of a 
harvesting machine as brought into practice by Mr. John Ridley places 
each of us in an advanced position as public benefactors, having conjointly 
introduced a mode of harvesting the staff of life by which the wealth 
and prosperity of the eolony has been established — I as the Iii'v^tlI'^^ «s!)i!^ 
he as the only individual who came iorw&x^ V\.>^ V\^ \si««s^^ %s^ 
appUances to construct the first Btrippei w\d "oto^^ \\^ \si^'iiL\V3 . 
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No. in. 

GovBBNOB Gbey's Rbtrenchment— Rbsigkation op 

Majob 0*Halloban. 

When Governor Grey in carry ins^ out his severe retrenchment affecting 
the officials in the Government service, proposed to Major O^Halloran 
(who held the office of Commissioner of Police, in which office he had 
performed such arduous services) that he should consent to fulfil the 
duties also of Police Magistrate, the Maior declined to occupy such a 
combination of duties, and resigned his office, much to the regret of the 
public generally and especiallv to the grief of the officers and men who 
had served under him and had gained such well-merited encomiums. On 
his taking farewell of them he was presented with a valuable silver snuff 
box by officers and men of the force. 

To display the terms subsisting between the head of this depart- 
ment, and those who served under him in protecting the lives and 
properties of the colonists from the numbers of outlaws who had arrived 
from the convict colonies, and from the wild natives, a letter from the 
Commissioner to the body of the mounted police force is considered to be 
worthy to be recorded in this history of the first days of South Australia: — 

" Lizard Lodge, O'Halloran Hill, 16th April, 1843. 

" Dear Sir — Having long been intimately associated with the officers 
and men of the mounted police, almost all of whom have served on various 
occasions with me, I cannot express to you the absolute torture of my feelings 
when the time of parting arrived, and which rendered me quite incapable 
of expressing, as I intended, the feeling of attachment I felt towards all, 
and the deep sorrow of a separation from those I had learnt to appreciate 
the full value of from an intimate knowledge and acquaintance. 

" I had not the slightest notion that their kind partiality intended 
presenting me with any token of regards, which when tendered by y«ii 
in the name of the mounted police, and in the shape of a superb silver 
snuff box, richly and beautifully ornamented, rendered me quite incom- 
petent for the time of returning the heartfelt thanks which 1 deeply felt 
for such milooked for kindness on the part of my old comrades towards 
me. 

" I now therefore offer, through you, my grateful acknowledgments 
for the gift which the officers and men of the mounted police have pre- 
sented to me on retiring from the office of Commisdioner, and I hea to 
assure all that this token of their esteem shall ever be dearly valued by 
me, and be handed down with pride to my eldest boy. 

" 1 am, Sir, &c., 

^^T. (yHALLOBAJT. 

*' Alexander Tolmer, Esq., 

^* Inspector of Mounted Police, Adelaide.'^ 

In conclusion, on the retirement of Major O'Halloran Captain 
B. T. Finniss was appointed by the Governor to the amalgamated omces, 
and for some time fulfilled the duties of the same most efficiently, as he 
has done subsequently some of the highest offices in the colony, amongst 
others that of Acting Governor on the retirement of Colonel Kobe. 

On the opening of the Northern Territory he was the first Resident 
AdminiBtrator. 
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No. IV. 

Admiral Pih^len's final achievements after he returned to his 

DUTIES UNDER THE ImPKRIAL GOVERNMENT. — Hl8 ARDUOUS 
WORKS IN THE ARCTIC SeAS IN SEARCH FOR THE REMAINS OF THE 
GALLANT SiR JOHN FrANKLIN, THE LOST ARCTIC EXPLORER, 
AND HIS HARDY CREWS. — In THE LAST RUSSIAN WaR HIS 
BOMBARDMENT OF JeDDAH. — HiS UNDERTAKING IN THE ReD SeA 
IN SOUNDING FOR THE FIRST CABLE. 

ExrAACTS FROM ADMIRAL PuLLBN's LETTERS. 

'* W^&n at Valparaiso I was superintendiiig the loading a small brig 
chartered by the Commander-iD-Chief of the Station to take stores and 
provisions to the Sandwich Isles for the Arctic ship in Behring*s 
otraits. 

"I went in the brig to join that ship, having been sent from England 
to join her at Panama, which port sne did not visit, and I lost my 
passage, and it was not until June, 1840, I got on board of her, and ten 
days afterwards left in her boats to search the Northern Arctic coast of 
America in quest of Franklin ; that ship I have never seen from that day 
to this. I wintered two years and a half with the fur traders of the 
Hudson Bay Company, entering the Rivers Mackenzy, and passing right 
through Northern America to York Factory, bottom of Hudson's Bay, 
and got home with my men in one of their ships in October, 1851. 

" The next year I went out again to Davis Straits, Lancaster Sound, 
and Beachy Isle, and was shut up in the ice two years. The ship I com- 
manded was the only one of that expedition that returned to England of 
the squadron of five which left home in 1862 ; the crews returning 
with me and two ships which had brought us supplies, which ships 
heaved in sight the day I got my ship clear of the ice with aU four crews 
on board. 

'^ I was glad to see these two ships, so we hauled into the edge of the 
floe again, and they took a share of the men I had on board, and we reached 
England again in time to take part in the Russian War, where, at the 
bombardment of Jeddah, I had no less than eleven of the murderers of our 
Consuls executed by decapitation. I got more than two salutes of 
thirteen guns each from two of our men-of-war, who arrived after I had 
finished the bombardment. I also received a letter from the Secretary 
for Foreign Affairs in acknowledgment of that affair. 

'' When in the Red Sea, sounding for the first cable for the j^urpose 
of connecting India with the western world, I had an audience with the 
Pasha of Egy^t. This was in 1861, after my return from the Arctic 
regions, on which occasion he remarked to me, * Why, your Government 
first freeze you and then send you here to be tiiawed.'^ After that service 
was completed I was in hopes I should have had something of the same 
sort of work to do in connection with South Australia ; but no, the Lords 
of the Admiralty did not seem to enter into the spirit of enterprise 
sufficiently to spare one of Her Majesty's ships for the purpose. I would 
gladly have ventured in the undertaking, rotten as my old ship was, even 
to tile necessity of taking out of her two of her heavy guns. In fiict an 
eng^eer of the name of Gibson had commenced a correspondence with 
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me on the subject. Nothing would haye giyen me more pleasure than in 
taking my old H.M. ship Cyclops into Fort Adelaide. Hard as my life 
has been in all my services, I haye, by God's blessing, good health, and 
haye much indeed to be thankful for, still I cannot help grumbling at 
having at this time nothing to do, which is about the hardest work I 
ver had. 

'' I still feel great intrerest in the Murray Mouth, and, indeed, in all 
else in the colony. I should like to hear of that river being brought into 
closer connection vnth Adelaide and the Fort by rail. The sea mouth 
must be such a heavy undertaking, and no means of estimating the end 
of tiie cost, so that it had better be dropped for the time. I am afraid 
though that amongst you there are so many conflicting interests that you 
don't pull together. It seems to me that everj^ one is for himself, and no 
one for the good of all, and no downright public feeling and thought for 
the benefit of the country. 

'' I am very glad to near that your new Governor takes such an in- 
terest in the colony, and that he advocates a railway to Fort Darwin. I 
saw in one of the papers (the Advertiser) the speech of Sir William 
Jervois at the Mayor's dinner. I consider it a very good one, and to the 
point, and that heconfirms my views also as to the sea mouUi and Fort 
Victor. Such opinions have been published in my letters some time 
ago. 

*' I met Sir William Jervois in Bermuda when I was there on marine 
surveying purposes. He was there to consider the best means of fortify- 
ing the islands, and I was called on to advise as to the best style of marine 
monsters (ironclads) to act in conjunction with the land forts. 

'' I believe that Adelaide (S. A.) will eventually be the chief settle- 
ment in Australia. The telegraph line across to Fort Darwin has given 
a great impetus to the colony." 

It has given me great pleasure in being able to publish the foregoing 
risumSs of Admiral FuUen's public services, both in the Impend and 
Colonial services. 



Notes op Additional Missionaby MiNiSTEits. 

I have alluded, in the body of the work, to the first • In- 
dependent minister who arrived amongst the very earliest colonists 
(the Rev. Thomas Quinton Stow), and may now mention two others 
who came to the colony somewhat later. The Kev. Kidgway William 
Newland arrived about the year 1839-4 and soon after settled at 
Encounter Bay, where for many years as he himself said, . he 
''preached righteousness and wrought agriculture." He was a man 
of remarkable vigour, both of body and mind, just the right stamp 
for a pioneer colonist. He has walked the entire distance from 
Encounter Bay to Adelaide in a single day, fifty-six miles, swimming 
two rivers on the journey. He was a good preacher, and one who was 
not afraid to *' cfdl a spade a spade." He was very outspoken and un- 
sophisticated, as an illustration of which I may mention that on one 
occasion having come to Adelaide on business, and been uoexpectedly 
detained over Sunday, he was applied to to preach for the Rev. T. Q, 
Stow, who had been taken suddenly ill. Mr. Newland having expected 
to return home by the Saturday n\^\it,'ii«L^ noiV. ^«<i\x.^%\^&%vai^^'^ suit 



Experiences of Colonial Life 301 



with him, and it being summer time had only light clothes and a 
holland coat, and that not fresh from the hand of the Haundress. He 
replied to the messenger, " 0, yes, FU come and preach if the people of 
Freeman-street will not object to hear me in this coat.'^ The people of 
Freeman-street were as sensible in this respect as Mr. Newland, and heard 
him with much pleasure, while he preaohea with more comfort probably 
than if hehadhadablackcoaton, the day being hot. Mr. Newland did a great 
deal of good in the neighbourhood where he liyed^and brought up a large 
family. He died at a ^ood old age, some years ago, from the effects of 
an accident to the mail conveyance in which he was riding. It was 
before our public conveyances were brought to the state of comparative 
perfection that we now see, and when worn-out rotten harness and 
wretched jaded horses were in fashion. He was a sterling good man, 
and made his mark in the colony. He died respected and regretted. 
The next Congregational minister who came to che colony was the Rev. 
J. B. Austin, who arrived at the close of the year 1843 with a family of 
«ight children. He, like Mr. Newland, had not come with the intention 
of taking up the ministry as a profession ; but finding that the spiritual 
wants of the place were not adequately provided for, ne felt it to be his 
duty to exercise the gifts he possessed, and he soon commenced Sunday 
services at Macclesfield, where he resided. There being at the time no 
place of worship, nor even a room large enough to accommodate the 
small congregation of about five-and-twenty persons, Mr. Austin, with 
the help of his son, used to pitch a tent on the fiat early eyery Sunday 
morning. It was unsafe to pitch it over night, as the cattle came and 
chewed the ropes. Diyine service vvas for many months held in the tent 
as reverently, and perhaps as profitably, as in the more pretentious and 
substantial ecclesiastical edifices of the present more civilised times. Mr. 
Austin also established preaching stations at Echun^, Mount Barker, 
and Strathalbyn, where he continued to hold Services m rotation, some- 
times at three different places the same day, and riding from sixteen to 
twenty-four miles. He was at this time an active man of about forty- 
four years of age. He is now the oldest minister in the colony, being m 
his 79th year ; and though for the past three or four years he has given 
up preaching, he was actiyely engaged in the good work for about fifty- 
two years of his life. The services at Echunga were held in a large 
room in what had preyiously been Mr. J. B. Hack's residence, those at 
Mount Barker in a newly-erected barn belonging to the late Mr. Duncan 
McFarlane, J.P., and those at Strathalbyn in a large room. At all these 

S laces the congregations were composed of settlers of different religious 
enominations, yiiio came from miles around on horseback, in bullock- 
dra^s, or on foot, and yery few in spring-carts, for such aristocratb 
yehicles were yery uncommon in those days. 

The Rey. Thomas Playf ord, who arriyed in the colony in the year 
1844, belonged to the *^ Christian Society " founded in London by the 
Rey. Robert Aitken, who had seceded from the Church of England. 
Mr. Flayford was bom in Yorkshire in 1795, and was in'^e regiment of 
the Life Guards in the Battle of Waterloo. Soon after his arxlvalio. tSoAk 
colony he commenced preaching in a little c\iB7^\ii'QxEi^«^-<«^ 
mentioned, near where the Theatre B.03«\TiO^ «^axii^%^%SkJ^\x^'OjN!Mk^«a^^ 
and impresaiye manner, as well aattomt\ielw!\. QllV\^^'i^*i2t«aj^^'^^^^'^^ 
Approach ot Christ's second coming «naL ^et^oxieX wwsgsv xxs^ofi. NXift ^*» '» 
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he drew many to hear him. In the year 1848 a new chapel was built for 
him in Bentluun-street, and there he continued to exercise the pastorate* 
for twenty years without remuneration. He was greatly respected, and 
led a useful and blameless life until the year 1873, when he died in th& 
month of September, soon after entering his 79th year. Mr. Playford 
left a large family, all grown up, the eldest of whom, the Hon. Thomas* 
Playford, M.P., has for some years ably represented the District of East. 
Torrens in the House of Assembly, and has held the "position of Com- 
missioner of Crown Lands in two or three Miniscries. It may not be 
out of place here to notice the high positions attained in the colony by 
other sons of the earliest ministers of the Gospel in South Aus- 
tralia. The eldest son of the late Rot. T. Q. Stow is one of our highly 
respected and talented Judges, the second is Editor of the Advertiser 
newspaper, and the third senior Judge's Associate. The eldest son of 
the Key. James Way, a Bible Christian minister, is Chief Justice of 
the colony, and at present, for the third time, ex officio Acting-Goyemor 
of the proyince, in the absence of His Excellency Sir W. F. D. Jeryois, 
K.G.C.M.G., R.E., &c., &c. Mr. Way's second son is one of our leading 
medical men. The Hey. J. B. Austin s eldest son has for many years 
been connected with the South Australian Press, and his two orothers 
haye been engaged in pastoral pursuits. 

About the year 1845-6 the Rey. George Stonehouse, a Baptist 
minister, arriyed in the colony, haying been induced and assisted to come 
out by Mr. G. F. Angas, with the yiew of establishing a Baptist College 
in Adelaide. But whateyer might haye been Mr. Stonehouse*s qualifica- 
tions for the work, the material, in the shape of students, was wanting, 
and Mr. Stonehouse had io content himself with ministering to a small 
congregation in North Adelaide. He was an excellant man, of yery lair 
preaching abilities, and was beloyed and respected by his people. He 
had hardly been two years in the colony, before Mr. Angas sent 
out the Key. J. B. Titherington to assist him in the embryo 
college, which existed only in imagination. The " Gazette" of the day, 
edited by Mr. George Steyenson, contained a rather facetious article on 
the arriyal of this second Baptist minister to assist the first, who was un- 
able to do anything in the special work intended for him. The article 
compared their positions with that of the builder's labourers who were 
interro^ted by their master, and replied as follows : — " Bill, what are 
you doing P" — " Nothing, sir ;" — " Jem, what are you doing 1 * — " Helping 
Bill, sir." Mr. Titherington, however, engaged in preaching as oppor- 
tunity offered, but was not successful in establishing a congregation who 
were able to support him. He was a truly good man, but yery simple- 
minded, and rather eccentric. After some time the Lord Bishop finiung 
him without a settled congregation, and knowing his real worth, made 
overtures to him to enter the Anglican Church, which he did, and con- 
tinued in her communion to the day of his death. He had an unfortunate 
faculty for losing his way in the country, partly from his fondness for 
trying to make 3iort cuts, and some yery amusing stories are told of this 
peculiarity and the difficulties into which it led him. It was on one of 
these occasions that he lost his life by trying a road which led to a ford 
on the River Light, instead of going the lletter road by the bridge. The 
Li^ht happened to be flooded at the time, and he was drowned in attempt- 
ing to croBB on horseback. He had a ettttii^e (\vx«X!it «t^le of preaching. 
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and if time permitted some amusing anecdotes might be giyen of his 
pulpit sayings. 

It is but justice to record in this place that although in the open- 
ing days of the colonj the Baptists did not make an early stand, yet at 
the time of this publication the Baptist section of the Christian Church 
oecunies an important position both as to the superior places of worship 
whicn haye been erected, and, with the high-talented and exemplary 
ministers, liberally supported by the members, amongst whom may be 
mentioned the late Hon. W. Peacock, M.L.C., who was early and te 
the last a most liberal supporter of that communion. 
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